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CHAPTER  I. 
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birth  of  Thomas  Ken  "gilds 
the  humble  name"  of  Little  Berk- 
hampftead,  a  retired  village  in 
Hertfordfhire.  It  is  ftated  by  his 
earlier!  biographer,*  who  has  fome 
title  to  be  thought  accurate,  that 
he  was  born  in  July,  1637  ;f — a  time  of  trouble  and 
diforder  in  England,  when  the  beginning  of  the  Re- 
bellion, and  religious  difputes  were  undermining  the 
focial  virtues.  Her  decline  among  nations  began,  and 
was  well  nigh  effected,  under  the  difaftrous  reign  of 

*  A  fhort  account  of  the  Life  of  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God, 
Thomas  Ken,  fometime  Lord  Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells :  by  (his  great 
nephew)  William  Hawkins,  of  the  Middle  Temple,  Efq.  8vo.  1713,  p.  i. 

f  It  would  appear  from  the  original  indenture  of  his  eleftion  to 
Winchefter  College,  that  his  birth-day  was  the  2oth  Oftober.  The 
Parifti  Regifter  is  loft.  See  Life  of  Ken,  by  J.  H.  Markland,  D.C.L., 
2nd  edition,  184.9,  J^rno.  p. 47. 
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2  Life  of  Thomas  Ken,  [1637 

the  Stuarts,  and  in  the  eventful  lifetime  of  Ken. 
Not  to  enter  into  hiftorical  details,  in  which  he  was 
too  young  to  take  any  part,  it  may  be  fufficient  to 
fay,  that  he  was  nurtured  in  an  age  when  men  of 
loyal  and  reverential  minds  were  ftruggling  in  a  refo- 
lute  defence  of  the  Church  and  of  Monarchy.  He  was 
early  trained  to  fee  the  evil  confequences  of  violent 
feuds, — to  diftinguim  between  abftract  theories,  and 
practical  wifdom.  His  fpirit  was  difciplined  to  fuffer 
all  things  for  confcience'  fake,  efpecially  in  maintaining 
the  purity  of  religion.  We  mall  fee  hereafter  how 
effectually  he  had  learned  to  hold  an  even  balance 
between  allegiance  to  the  Crown,  and  unfhaken 
fidelity  to  the  Church. 

He  was  the  youngeft  fon  of  Mr.  Thomas  Ken,  of 
Furnival's  Inn,  an  attorney  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  of  an  ancient  Somerfetmire  family,*  by  a  fecond 
wife,  Martha,  daughter  of  the  Poet,  John  Chalkhill. 
It  is  recorded  of  Chalkhill,  that  "  he  was  in  his  time  a 
man  generally  known,  and  as  well  beloved ;  for  he  was 
humble  and  obliging  in  his  behaviour,  a  gentleman,  a 
fcholar,  very  innocent  and  prudent;  and  indeed  his 


*  They  had  in  former  times  "  pofTefled  a  very  plentiful  fortune  for 
many  generations,  having  been  known  by  the  name  of  the  Kens,  of 
Ken  Place,  an  eftate  now  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Right  Honourable- 
Earl  Poulett,  who  defcends  from  an  heirefs  of  the  Kens." — Hawkins's 
Life  of  Ken,  p.  i.  In  a  lift  of  the  pofleflbrs  of  land  of  moft  note  in 
Somerfetlhire,  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.,  occurs  the  name  of  Richard  de 
Ken.  Ken  Court  (or  Place)  is  near  Yatton,  in  Somerfetmire.  The 
arms  of  the  family  were  ermine,  three  crefcents,  gules,  the  creft  three  cref- 
cents  interlaced,  argent.  The  Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  Somerfet- 
mire, by  the  Rev.  W.  Phelps,  1836,  vol.  i.  Introduction,  p.  33  ;  vol.  ii. 
pp.  132,  133.  Life  of  Thomas  Ken,  by  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Bowles,  1830, 
vol.  i.  p.  3.  Collinfon's  Hiftory  of  Somerfet,  vol.  iii.  p.  592. 
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whole  life  was  ufeful,  quiet,  and  virtuous."*  Thefe 
qualities,  and  his  poetic  genius,  endeared  him  to 
Edmund  Spenfer.  He  was  a  Fellow  of  Winchefter  Col- 
lege, and  author  of  thofe  joyous  fongs  f  which  have  fo 
often  cheered  carelefs  lovers  of  the  angle,  by  the  fide 
of  their  mountain  ftreams,  and  rocks,  and  waterfalls. 

Ken  was  not  yet  four  years  old  when  his  mother 
died,^  and  therefore  could  not  know  the  full  depth  of 
fuch  a  bereavement.  But  this  almoft  irreparable  lofs 
was  in  fome  meafure  fupplied  by  his  half-fifter  Anne, 
who  was  then  about  thirty  years  of  age.  She  was  {C  a 
woman  of  remarkable  prudence,  and  of  the  primitive 
piety :  her  great  and  general  knowledge  was  adorned 
with  true  humility,  and  bleft  with  much  Chriftian 
meeknefs."  This  was  the  praife  given  to  Anne  Ken 
by  one  of  the  greateft  lovers  of  truth, — Izaak  Walton, 
"  honeft  Izaak,"  as  he  was  familiarly  termed  by  Dr. 
King,  Bifhop  of  Chichefter.  His  well  known  "  COM- 
PLETE ANGLER,  or  Contemplative  Man's  Recreation," 
although  unpretending  in  its  fubject,  fo  abounds  in 
pathos,  and  in  Chriftian  reverence,  as  to  place  him 


*  Izaak  Walton's  preface  to  Chalkhill's  Poem  of  Thealma  and 
Clearchus.  May  7,  1678. 

f   "  Oh,  the  fweet  contentment 

The  countryman  doth  find,"  &c. 

And 
"  Oh,  the  gallant  rimer's  life, 

It  is  the  beft  of  any,"  &c. 

Walton's  Complete  Angler,  Pickering's  edit,  royal  8vo.  vol.  i.  p.  125, 
and  vol.  ii.  p.  258. 

\  She  was  buried  the  igth  March,  1640-1.  See  the  pedigree  of  the 
Ken  family  in  the  Appendix  to  Sir  Harris  Nicholas's  Life  of  Izaak 
Walton,  prefixed  to  Pickering's  edition  of  the  Complete  Angler,  royal 
8vo.  1830. 
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4  Life  of  Thomas  Ken,         [1651 

high  on  the  lift  of  our  moral  writers.  In  harmony  of 
language,  in  fremnefs  of  rural  fcenery,  and  truthful- 
nefs  to  nature,  many  paffages  of  this  book  have  all  the 
charm  of  poetry. 

The  character  he  has  drawn  of  a  true  Angler  is  fo 
merry-hearted,  yet  fo  innocent,  fo  fimple,  yet  fo  in- 
ftructed  in  polite  learning,  fo  loyal  and  brave,  that  he 
is  a  pattern  of  the  Chriftian  gentleman.  Few  works 
in  our  language  breathe  a  more  devout  and  temperate 
fpirit,  than  his  lives  of  Dr.  Donne,  Sir  Henry  Wotton, 
Richard  Hooker,  George  Herbert,  and  Bimop  San- 
derfon. 

The  union  of  Izaak  Walton  with  Anne  Ken  in  1646, 
gave  to  Thomas  Ken,  at  nine  years  of  age,  the  right 
to  call  him  his  elder  brother  Izaak.  Guided  by  his 
precepts  through  the  paths  of  early  life,  he  was  trained 
up  in  Chriftian  principles,  and  taught  to  bear  with  the 
infirmities  of  others,  to  inform  their  judgments,  and 
win  them  to  the  love  of  Chrift.  The  value  of  this 
alliance  was  enhanced  to  Ken  in  1651,  when  he  was  not 
yet  fourteen  years  of  age,  by  the  death  of  his  father,  * 
— an  event  which  impofed  on  Walton  the  refpon- 


*  The  will  of  Thomas  Ken,  the  father,  dated  izth  April,  1651, 
(hows  that  he  was  a  man  of  religious  mind.  "  Firft,  and  principally," 
he  fays,  "  I  bequeathe  my  foule  into  the  hands  of  Allmighty  God,  who 
gave  it  me,  and  my  body  I  commit  to  the  earth  from  whence  it  came, 
to  be  buried  in  fuch  decent  manner  as  (hall  feeme  beft  to  my  executors." 
He  left  three  fons,  John,  Ion,  and  Thomas,  and  three  married  daughters, 
Anne  Walton,  Jane  Symonds,  and  Martha  Beacham.  He  defcribes 
himfelf  as  a  citizen  of  London,  and  a  member  of  the  ancient  Gild  of 
"  Barber  Chirurgions,1'  and  mentions  that  he  had  beftowed  on  his  fon- 
in-law,  John  Symonds,  "  a  place  in  the  Circuite  of  South  Wales  to  the 
value  of  forty  marks  per  annum,  or  thereabout,"  from  which  we  may 
infer  that  he  was  a  man  of  fome  influence  in  his  profeflion. 
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fibility  of  a  parental  watchfulnefs  over  the  young 
orphan.  His  faithful  difcharge  of  this  duty  found  its 
reward ;  for  Ken,  in  his  turn,  became  the  instructor  of 
Walton's  fon,  who  was  afterwards  a  Canon  of  Salifbury 
Cathedral. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Walton  imparted  to  Ken  any 
portion  of  his  love  for  angling,  or  perfuaded  him  to 
follow  the  examples  of  Dean  Nowell,  George  Herbert, 
and  other  "  ornaments  of  the  art."  We  may  believe, 
however,  that  he  inftilled  into  his  opening  mind  juft 
views  of  the  privilege  and  dignity  of  Holy  Orders ; 
for  in  due  time  he  refolved  to  follow  the  painful  foot- 
fteps  of  the  Apoftles  St.  Peter  and  St.  John, — and  fo 
become  a  patient  and  hopeful  "  fifher  of  men." 

It  is  doubtful  at  what  period,  or  where,  he  firft 
entered  on  his  courfe  of  "  grammar-learning : "  few 
memorials  have  been  preferved  to  us  of  thofe  early 
years,  when  lafting  impreffions  for  good  or  evil  are 
ftamped  on  our  pliable  nature.  His  whole  life  affaires 
us  that  he  was  from  a  child,  like  young  Timothy, 
trained  up  in  prayer  and  ftudy  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
This  is  confirmed  by  a  pafTage  in  his  own  poems,  which 
mows  an  affectionate  and  thankful  fenfe  of  the  care 
that  was  taken  of  him  : 

"  E'er  fince  I  hung  upon  my  mother's  brealt, 
Thy  love,  my  God,  has  me  fuftain'd  and  bleft : 
My  virtuous  Parents,  tender  of  their  Child, 
My  Education  pious,  careful,  mild  : 
My  Teachers  zealous  to  well-form  my  mind, 
My  faithful  Friends,  my  Benefaftors  kind ;"  &c.* 

Doubtlefs  he  was  early  initiated  in  the  Catechifm : 

*  Ken's  Poetical  Works,  vol.  iii.  p.  149. 
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for,  confcious  of  the  bleflings  he  had  himfelf  derived 
from  this,  he  was  no  fooner  made  a  Bifhop,  than  he 
compofed  his  "  Expofition  on  the  Church  Catechifm, 
or  PRACTICE  OF  DIVINE  LOVE."  Of  this  we  mall 
have  to  fpeak  hereafter :  at  prefent  it  is  not  too  much 
to  fay,  that  if  he  had  never  written  anything  elfe,  it 
would  juftly  entitle  him  to  our  grateful  memory. 

It  was  intended  that  Ken  mould  be  placed  at  Win- 
chefter  School,  founded  by  William  of  Wykeham, 
whofe  piety  confecrated  all  his  wealth  to  noble  works 
for  the  glory  of  God.  His  two  Colleges  of  St.  Mary, 
at  Winchester,  and  New  College,  Oxford,  are  lafting 
memorials  of  his  zeal.  They  were  wholly  defigned, 
and  endowed  by  himfelf,  for  the  perpetual  maintenance 
of  poor  fcholars,  to  be  inftructed  in  theology  and 
claflical  learning.  By  thefe  he  intended  to  fecure  to 
the  Church  in  all  ages  a  fucceflion  of  holy  men  to 
adminifter  the  folemn  rites  of  religion. 

Wykeham,  though  born  to  a  humble  ftation,  was 
gifted  with  a  high  genius,  and  became  the  ornament  of 
his  age.  He  was  Architect  to  Edward  III.  Being 
employed  as  Surveyor  of  the  Works  at  Windfor  Caftle, 
he  difplayed  fuch  a  fingular  combination  of  excellent 
qualities,  that  the  King  raifed  him  to  the  greatest 
offices  of  the  State.  He  was  made  Secretary,  Keeper 
of  the  Privy  Seal,  Prefident  of  the  Council,  and  Chan- 
cellor. In  1367  he  was  elected  Bifhop  of  Winchefter.* 
"  He  was  fo  great  with  the  Kynge,  that  all  thyng 
was  done  by  hym,  and  without  him  nothinge  done."f 


*   Lowth's  Life  of  Wykeham,  p.  40. 

f  FroiiTart,  vol.  ix.  ch.  ccliv.  fo.  cxlviii.     Ed.  1523. 
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He  has  left  us  a  bright  example  of  watchfulnefs  and 
fidelity  both  in  ecclefiaftical  and  fecular  rule.  En- 
trufted  with  ten  talents,  he  accounted  himfelf  but  a 
fteward  of  God's  bounties,  employing  them  all  in  His 
holy  fervice.  He  repaired  and  beautified  the  Churches 
throughout  his  Diocefe, — enlarged  and  richly  endowed 
the  Hofpital  of  St.  Crofs,  and  other  charitable  founda- 
tions ; — he  reformed  the  rules  and  conduct  of  religious 
orders,  and  made  contending  Bifhops  to  be  of  one 
mind.  The  reftoration  of  Winchefter  Cathedral  was 
the  crowning  testimony  of  his  munificence  and  piety  ; 
—this  monument  of  his  {kill  in  architecture  is  a  noble 
work,  feemingly  beyond  the  powers  of  one  man  to 
accomplim.  By  his  laft  will*  he  endeavoured  even  in 
death  to  prolong  the  example  of  a  whole  life,  fpent  in 
works  of  charity. 

In  founding  his  College  at  Winchefter,  Wykeham 
knew  that  without  a  code  of  fixed  rules,  bafed  on  the 
fupreme  love  of  God,  his  plan  would  want  the  elements 
of  lafting  fuccefs.  He  therefore  beftowed  the  greateft 
pains  in  framing  ftatutes  for  every  department  of  fchool 
difcipline ; — for  the  election  and  removal  of  the  fcho- 
lars,  for  regulating  their  drefs,  ftudies,  dormitories, 
games  and  punimments,  for  their  comfort  in  ficknefs, 
and  their  provifion  in  health.  Even  the  times  of 
opening  and  mutting  the  gates  did  not  efcape  his 
watchful  care.  He  directed  how  they  mail  fit  at 
dinner,  how  during  the  meal  one  of  the  fcholars  mail 


*  Dated  July  4,  1403:  "  His  will  and  a  codicil  contain  nearly  230 
feparate  bequefts,  to  the  value  of  about  yooo/.,  attefting  his  piety,  grati- 
tude, affeftion,  and  benevolence."  William  of  Wykeham  and  his 
Colleges;  by  Mackenzie  E.  C.  Walcott,  8vo.  1852,  p.  92. 
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read  aloud  a  portion  of  the  Bible,  or  Tome  other  holy 
book,  "  quern  in  Jilentio  epulantes  audiant,  et  diligent er 
aujcultent ;"  and  how,  after  faying  grace,  they  mall  go 
quietly  out  of  hall,  except  on  high  feftivals  in  win- 
ter, when  they  may  remain  to  enjoy  themfelves  over 
the  fire,  in  ringing,  or  reading  poems  and  hiftories,  or 
in  other  recreations,  <f  qu<e  Cleric alem  flatum  conde- 
coranf." 

Above  all,  he  provided  for  their  daily  attendance  in 
Chapel,  where  they  are  commanded  to  join  reverently 
in  the  appointed  fervices,  and  in  the  obfervance  of  the 
Church  feftivals,  chanting  of  pfalms,  &c.  "  So  much 
care  is  taken,"  fays  Ken,  "  to  make  the  youths  good 
Chriftians,  as  well  as  good  fcholars,  and  they  go  fo 
frequently  to  prayers,  every  day  in  the  Chapel,  and  in 
the  fchool,  ringing  hymns  and  pfalms  to  God  fo 
frequently  in  their  chamber,  and  in  the  Chapel,  and 
in  the  Hall,  that  they  are  in  a  manner  brought  up 
in  a  perpetuity  of  prayer."4  Thefe  ftatutes  were 
fo  highly  efteemed,  that  Henry  VI.  adopted  them, 
almoft  word  for  word,  when,  a  century  afterwards, 
he  founded  his  College  of  Eton,  and  King's  College, 
Cambridge. 

On  the  26th  of  September,  1651,  Ken  was  elected 
a  Winchefter  fcholar,f  being  then  1 3  years  old ;  and 


*  Ken's  "  Manual  of  Prayers  for  the  ufe  of  the  Scholars  of  Winchefter 
Colledge,"  2nd  edition,  1675,  p.  13. 

•f  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Roll,  preferred  at  New  College, 
Oxford.  "  Indentura  EleElionis  anno  Dom.  1651,  Sept.  26,  ad  Winton, 
Thomas  Ken  de  Eerkhampfleed  in  Com.  Hertford  13  annor.  20  Oflobris 
pr<eteriti."  As  Hawkins  fays  he  was  born  in  July,  it  may  be  a  queftion 
whether  this  2oth  of  Oclober  was  not  the  date  of  his  baptii'mal  certifi- 
cate, which  all  candidates  are  obliged  to  produce. 
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was  admitted  into  the  College*  on  the  joth  of  January 
following,  at  which  time  he  had  completed  his  I4th 
year.  Here  he  went  through  the  ordeal  which  fo  often 
determines  the  moral  character  of  after-life.  The  dif- 
cipline  was  ftrict,  the  fare  hard,  and  the  juniors  were 
fubjected  to  feverities,  which  would  not  be  permitted 
now.  The  beds  "  in  chambers"  were  made  of  ftraw  in 
the  fixteenth  century.  Old  Wykehamifts  of  this  day 
have  heard  their  fathers  tell  of  hardfhips  endured  a 
century  ago,  which  are  at  prefent  unknown.  Some 
notion  may  be  formed  of  them  from  the  following 
letter  of  Trelawny,  Bimop  of  Winchefter,  and  Vifitor 
of  the  College,  fifty  years  after  Ken  was  there : 

"MR.  WARDEN  AND  GENTLEMEN, 
"  WHEN  I  was  laft  at  Winchester,  I  thought  it  would 
be  much  for  the  health  and  cleanlinefs  of  the  children 
of  the  College,  that  there  mould  be  bed-makers  ap- 
pointed by  the  Warden  for  them,  and  the  children 
relieved  from  the  fervile  and  foul  office  of  making 
their  own  beds,  and  keeping  their  chambers  clean  ; 
and  alfo,  that  during  the  winter  half-year,  between 
Michaelmas  and  Lady  Day,  they  mould  not  be  obliged 
to  rife  before  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning.  You  then 
fo  entirely  agreed  with  me  in  this  opinion,  and  fo 
readily  complied  with  this  propofal,  that  I  thought  I 
might  fpare  the  formality  of  fending  a  folemn  in- 
junction to  that  purpofe ;  but  Michaelmas  now  drawing 


*  "  Thomas  Ken,  de  Eerkhampfteed,  in  Com,  Hertford,  annorum  13  ad 
feftum  Michaelis  i6$o,admijjus  eft  165^."  Winchefter  College  Regifter. 
Therefore,  at  the  time  of  his  admiffion,  he  was  14.  years  old,  whether  born 
in  July  or  Oftober,  1637. 
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near,  I  only  write  this  to  fignify  to  you,  that  I  expect 
from  that  time  what  I  formerly  enjoined,  and  you 
agreed  to,  mould  be  put  in  execution. 

"  I  am, 
"  Your  moft  affectionate  fervant  and  brother, 

"JONATH.   WlNTON."' 

We  have  only  two  notices  of  Ken's  temper  of  mind 
as  a  fchool-boy.  But  we  learn  from  them  that  his 
conduct  and  "towardly  difpofition"f  were  an  example 
to  others ;  and  that  "  his  parts,  application,  and  be- 
haviour were  well  employed  and  obferved : "  £  thefe 
prepared  the  way  for  his  promotion,  in  due  time, 
from  Wykeham's  School  to  his  College  at  Oxford. 

It  was  at  Winchester  "  he  contracted  the  clofely  ce- 
mented friendfhip,"  which  lafted  all  their  lives,  "  with 
Francis  Turner,  afterwards  Bifhop  of  Ely,  a  moft 
truly  pious  prelate. "§  The  attachment  between  thefe 
youthful  fcholars  was  no  lefs  fervent  than  the  love 
between  David  and  Jonathan,  cc  whofe  fouls  were  knit 
together."  As  they  advanced  in  age  this  mutual 
affection  deepened  into  a  yet  more  ftedfaft  friendfhip. 
Both  had  been  poor  fcholars ;  both  were  chofen  to  the 
higheft  offices  in  the  Church  ;  both  difplayed  an  Apof- 
tolic  fortitude,  as  Confeffors  for  the  true  Faith,  when 
the  unlawful  commands  of  a  tyrant  were  to  be  oppofed. 
Afterwards,  immoveable  in  their  loyalty,  they  were 
content  to  fuffer  poverty  and  deprival,  rather  than 
forfeit  their  allegiance  to  him  in  his  reverfes  and  exile. 


*  Walcott's  William  of  Wykeham  and  his  Colleges,  p.  197. 

f  Athenas  Oxonienfes,  by  Anthony  a  Wood,  folio,  vol.  ii.  p.  989. 

I  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  2.  §  Ibid. 
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The  College  was  under  the  wardenfhip  of  Dr.  John 
Harris,  a  diftinguimed  Grecian,  formerly  Greek  Pro- 
fefTor  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  "which  office  he 
executed  with  great  honour  and  credit."*  But  being 
tainted  with  the  fchifmatical  principles  of  the  age,  he 
took  part  with  the  Prefbyterians  againft  the  Church, 
and  fet  himfelf  in  the  ranks  of  the  difaffected  to  oppofe 
the  King.  He  took  the  Covenant  and  other  oaths. 
He  was  one  of  the  Weftminfter  Affembly  of  Divines, 
appointed  by  Parliament  in  1643,  under  pretence  of 
"  fettling  the  Government  and  Liturgy  of  the  Church, 
and  of  vindicating  its  doctrine  from  falfe  afperfions 
and  interpretations.'^  This  Aflembly  continued  to 
meet  until  1649,  an<^  ne^  eleven  hundred  and  fixty- 
three  Seflions.  £  "  It  was  principally  compofed  of 
Prefbyterians  and  Independents,  who  had  endlefs  dif- 
putes  among  themfelves.  The  majority  at  firft  intended 
only  the  reducing  Epifcopacy  to  the  ftandard  of  the 
firft  or  fecond  age ;  but,  for  the  fake  of  the  Scots' 
alliance,  they  were  prevailed  with  to  lay  afide  the  name 
and  function  of  Bifhops,  and  attempt  the  eftablifhing 
a  Prefbyterian  form,  which  at  length  they  advanced 
into  jus  divinum,  or  a  divine  inftitution,  derived  ex- 
preflly  from  Chrift  and  His  Apoftles.  This  engaged 
them  in  fo  many  controversies,  as  prevented  their 
laying  the  top-ftone  of  the  building;  fo  that  it  fell 
to  pieces  before  it  was  perfected."  § 

The  propofed  jus  divinum  of  the  Prefbyterians  was 


*  Athenae  Oxonienfes,  vol.  ii.  p.  225. 

f   Ordinance  of  Parliament,  June  12,  1643. 

\  Orme's  Memoirs  of  John  Owen,  8vo.  1820,   p.  71. 

$  Neal's  Hiftory  of  the  Puritans.     Ed.  1795,  vol.  iii.   p.  129. 
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a  moft  intolerant  form  of  Church-government,  which 
foon  afterwards  filled  the  land  with  violence,  rapine, 
and  defpotifm  from  one  end  to  the  other,  until  all 
ranks  groaned  under  the  grievous  burthen. 

It  is  not  likely  that  the  Warden  of  Winchefter 
mould  often,  if  ever,  have  found  time  to  be  prefent  in 
the  Aflembly  at  London :  his  election  is  by  no  means 
a  proof  that  he  attended  their  meetings.*  Several  of 
the  Bifhops  and  Clergy  were  appointed,  but  refufed  to 
act, — as  Archbifhop  Uffher,  Bifhop  Prideaux,  Drs. 
Morley,  Hammond,  Sanderfon,  and  others.  It  would 
appear,  from  Neal's  lift  of  the  Members,  that  Harris 
attended  once,  to  take  the  "  Proteftation"  by  way  of 
exprefling  his  approval  of  the  object  of  the  AfTembly, 
and  then  withdrew.  J"  He  was  "  fo  noted  a  Preacher 
that  Sir  Henry  Savile  (who  was  himfelf  ftyled  the  ma- 
gazine of  all  learning)  ufed  often  to  fay  he  was  fecond 
only  to  St.  Chryfoftom."^  To  Warden  Harris, 
therefore,  we  may  perhaps,  in  fome  meafure  afcribe 
Ken's  perfuafive  and  powerful  eloquence,  for  which  he 
afterwards  became  fo  remarkable.  §  He  was  five  years 
in  his  progrefs  through  the  feveral  clafTes  :  each  ftep 
as  it  brought  him  nearer  to  the  rank  of  Prefect,  gave 
him  greater  privileges,  and  a  fuller  enjoyment  of  the 


*  He  was  author  of  the  Life  of  Dr.  Lake,  Bifhop  of  Chichefter  ;  and 
to  his  benevolence  and  generofity  the  College  owes  its  prefent  infirmary 
or  fick-houfe,  "  Sumptibus  Harrifii  fuit  eedificata  Bethefda"  Walcott's 
William  of  Wykeham  and  his  Colleges,  p.  261. 

f  Hiftory  of  the  Puritans,  vol.  Hi.  p.  52. 

\  Athens  Oxonienfes,  vol.  ii.  p.  224. 

§  Francis  Turner,  another  of  Harris's  pupils,  and  Ken's  early  friend, 
was  alfo  a  fluent  and  effective  preacher.  See  Evelyn's  Diary,  edition 
1850,  8vo.  vol.  ii.  p.  200. 
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fports  and  paftimes  that  expand  and  knit  the  youthful 
frame  into  manly  vigour. 

Under  the  ftrict  control  of  Wykeham's  difcipline, 
Ken  and  his  friend,  Francis  Turner,  patted  through 
Winchefter  School,  in  preparation,  as  it  were,  for  the 
contefts  and  fufferings  of  maturer  life.  At  length,  in 
1655,  their  happy  intercourfe  was  interrupted  by 
Turner's  removal  to  New  College,  Oxford.  We  may 
imagine  how  anxioufly  his  companion  looked  forward 
to  the  time  when  he  might  join  him :  but  he  had  to 
wait  another  year.  He  was  now  at  the  head  of  the 
fchool,  and  on  the  verge  of  being  "  fuperannuate," 
having  nearly  completed  eighteen  years  of  age.  Election 
Tuefday*  approached :  the  Examiners  from  Oxfordf 
were  to  be  welcomed  at  the  College  gate,  according  to 
ancient  cuftom,  by  a  Latin  fpeech.  Then  followed 
the  examination  of  the  candidates  for  New  College : 
this  was  a  moment  of  anxious  fufpenfe  both  to  himfelf 
and  his  expecting  friends.  It  muft  have  been  a  joyful 
announcement,  when  his  name  was  declared  to  be 
fecond  on  the  roll  of  the  elected,^  after  two  of  "  Foun- 
der's kin,"  who  were  always  privileged  to  ftand  firft : 
but,  as  there  was  no  prefent  vacancy  at  New  College, 
he  was  entered  as  a  ftudent  at  Hart  Hall  in  Oxford, 
in  the  hope  of  fucceeding  to  a  Fellowmip  within  the 
enfuing  year: — if  he  mould  fail  in  this,  his  chance 
would  be  gone  without  recovery. 

*  Fifth  of  September,  1656. 

•f-  The  Warden  and  two  Fellows  of  New  College. 

J  The  following  is  the  entry  in  the  College  Rolls. — "  Indentura 
Elefiionis  ad  Oxoniam  (,mo  Septembris,  anno.  Dom.  1656.  Thomas  Ken  de 
Eerkhampfleady  in  Com.  Hertford,  annorutn  18,  ad  Feflum  Michis. 
prater  iti." 
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Although  boys  at  the  head  of  a  public  fchool  enjoy 
many  privileges,  they  feldom  regret  the  time  when 
they  are  to  be  advanced  to  the  Univerfity :  for  then 
they  aflume  the  toga  virilis,  have  greater  freedom,  and 
a  wider  range  "  of  bounds."  But  amidft  the  after 
cares  of  life,  and  its  joys  too,  the  vivid  remembrance 
of  their  fchool-boy  days  calls  up  aflbciations  of  peculiar 
zeft  and  intereft.  All  true  Winchefter  fcholars  have 
thefe  feelings  ftrong  upon  them,*  and  can  teftify  what 
pleafure  they  have  in  recognizing  the  names  of  their 
diftinguimed  men,  carved — or  as  it  were  enfhrined — 
on  the  old  wainfcotings  and  walls.  Ken's  name  fheds 
a  bright  ray  on  the  venerable  cloifters  of  Winchefter. 
"  THO.  KEN,  1656,"  cut  into  the  ftone  buttrefs  of 
the  fouth-eaft  corner,  ftill  remains  a  cherimed  memo- 
rial of  the  good  Bimop.  And  near  to  this,  within  the 
fame  cloifter,  and  of  the  fame  date,  Dr.  Moberly  has 
lately  difcovered  the  name  of  Francis  Turner,  as  if 
even  in  thefe  early  records  they  could  not  be  feparated. 

But  his  good  works  are  a  more  lafting  record  of 
his  name  than  any  graven  ftones.  We  may  form  fome 
notion  of  the  character  which  accompanied  him  to 
Oxford  from  the  tribute  he  has  received  at  the  hands 
of  Dr.  Moberly,  and  Bifhop  Wordfworth.  And 
who  could  have  fo  juft  a  title  to  fpeak  of  him  ? — for 
in  a  kindred  fpirit  they  have  trained  up  fucceflions  of 


*  They  cannot  be  better  exprefled  than  in  the  words  of  Sir  Henry 
Wotton.  See  Izaak  Walton's  Life  of  this  accompliflied  Wykehamift. 
Zouch's  Edition,  1817,  vol.  i.  p.  282.  The  fame  thought  is  truthfully 
conveyed  by  Cowper  (in  his  Tirocinium')  in  the  lines  beginning, 

"  Be  it  a  weaknefs,  it  deferves  fome  praife, 
We  love  the  play  place  of  our  early  days,"  &c. 
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Winchefter  fcholars  to  follow  his  career  of  virtue. 
Dr.  Moberly  fays,  "  If  we  may  fuppofe  Ken  to  have 
endeavoured  to  ferve  God  himfelf,  as  by  this  little 
book*  he  defires  to  bring  others  to  ferve  Him  (a  fup- 
pofition  which  the  grace  and  goodnefs  of  his  after-life 
make  highly  reafonable),  we  may  believe  him  to  have 
given  a  lovely  fpecimen  of  an  early  piety.  c  An  early 
piety  !  than  which,'  he  fays,  addrefling  a  Winchefter 
fcholar,  '  nothing  will  make  you  a  greater  comfort  to 
all  your  friends,  or  a  greater  bleflmg  to  the  very  Col- 
lege where  you  are  bred  :  nothing  will  make  you  more 
univerfally  efteemed  and  beloved  by  all  men,  or  more 
fuccefsful  in  your  ftudies.'  "f 

Bimop  Wordfworth,  addrefling  the  Winchefter  boys 
in  one  of  his  eloquent  fermons,  thus  fpeaks  of  him ; 
"  Many  of  you  are  familiar  with  the  name  of  Bifhop 
Ken ;  you  know  that  he  was  once  a  fcholar  of  this 
College ;  you  know  that  he  has  written  a  c  Manual 
of  Prayers,'  and  the  well-known  Morning  and  Even- 
ing Hymns,  for  our  fpecial  ufe ;  and  it  is  meet  that 
you  mould  all  be  familiar  with  his  hiftory.  And  as 
his  example  lies  unqueftionably  within  the  reach  of  all, 
fo  happy  will  it  be  for  any  who  fhall  ftrive  to  follow 
it.  It  may  be,  he  defigned  within  thefe  walls,  dedicated 
to  godlinefs  and  the  ftudies  of  good  learning,  to  devote 
himfelf  to  thofe  purfuits,  undifturbed  by  the  cares  or 
pleafures  of  the  world :  but  he  was  a  burning  and  a 
mining  light,  and  he  could  not  be  hid."J 

*  Manual  of  Prayers  for  Winchefter  Scholars. 

f  Biographical  Memoir  of  Bifhop  Ken  (prefixed  to  his  "  Manual  of 
Prayers")  by  Dr.  Moberly,  Head  Matter  of  Winchefter  College. 
I.  H.  Parker,  184.0,  izmo.  p.  in. 

J  Chriftian    Boyhood    at    a    Public    School  ;    by   the    Rev.    Charles 
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Another  living  Wykehamift  alfo, — a  moft  worthy 
fon  of  the  Church, — has  fung  a  noble  ftrain  in  honour 
of  Ken's  name,  fo  infeparably  connected  with  the 
holieft  affociations  of  Winchefter  College : 

"  Good  angels  ftill  were  there,  when  the  bafe-hearted  fon 
Of  Charles,  the  royal  martyr,  his  courfe  of  fliame  did  run : 
Then  in  thofe  cloifters  holy  KEN  ftrengthened  with  deeper  prayer 
His  own,  and  his  dear  fcholars'  fouls  to  what  pure  fouls  fhould  dare ; 
Bold  to  rebuke  enthroned  fin,  with  calm  undazzled  faith, 
Whether  amid  the  pomp  of  courts,  or  on  the  bed  of  death  : 
Firm  againft  kingly  terrors  in  his  free  country's  caufe, 
Faithful  to  God's  anointed  againft  a  world's  applaufe."* 

Wordfworth,  Warden  of  Trinity  College,  Glenalmond,  late  Second 
Mafter  of  Winchefter  College  (now  Bifhop  of  St.  Andrews),  vol.  ii, 

P-  34-5- 

*  Lines  on  the  45oth  Anniverfary  of  the  Opening  of  Winchefter 
College,  March  z8th,  1843,  by  Roundell  Palmer,  Efq.,  Q.C. 
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CHAPTER   II. 

Ken  removes  to  Oxford — The  Jlate  of  the  Univerftty  under  the 
Commonwealth — His  College  life — King  Charles  II.  rejiored 
to  the  Throne. 

'  T  would  be  very  interefting  if  we  were  able 
to  give  a  faithful  account  of  our  young 
fcholar's  journey,  as  he  travelled  from 
Winchefter  to  thofe  longed-for  fpires  of 
Oxford.  The  happy  pilgrimage  was  pro- 
bably made  on  foot,  with  his  walking  ftaff;  for  it  was 
not  like  a  poor  fcholar  of  that  day  to  ride  his  horfe, 
and  there  were  no  ftage-coaches  between  Winchefter 
and  Oxford.  If  fo,  he  followed  in  this  refpect  the 
example  of  young  Richard  Hooker,  when  he  "  took  a 
journey  on  foot  from  Oxford  to  Exeter,  to  fatisfy  and 
fee  his  good  mother;  being  accompanied  with  a 
countryman  and  companion  of  his  own  College,  and 
both  on  foot ;  which  was  then  either  more  in  fafhion, — 
or  want  of  money,  or  their  humility  made  it  fo :  but 
on  foot  they  went."* 

In  like  manner,  Ken  may  have  travelled  to  Oxford. 
There  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  he  had  more  than  one 
companion  in  his  journey,  five  other  fcholarsf  being 

*  Izaak  Walton's  Life  of  Richard  Hooker.  Zouch's  3rd  edition, 
1817,  vol.  i.  p.  320. 

f  Their  names  were  Nicholas,  Philips,  Spencer,  Minfhall,  and 
Powell.  They  all  afterwards  took  their  degree  of  B.A.  together,  except 
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mentioned  as  brought  from  Winchester  to  Oxford  at 
the  fame   time.     When  vacancies   occurred  in   New 
College,  the  Warden  ufed  to  fend  a  mefTenger,   or 
"  fpeeding-man,"  to  Winchefter,  to  fummon  the  next 
on  the   Indenture   of  Election.     It    appears   by  the 
College  books,  that  one  Cotterell  was  the  fpeeding- 
man  on  this  occafion,  and  he  received  a  fee  of  four 
millings  for  each  fcholar  he  "  brought  off"  with  him. 
What   muft   have  been  their  feelings  when  they  fat 
down  to  reft  within  fight  of  Oxford,*  and  the  found  of 
Chriftchurch  bells !     Some  reader  may  once  have  felt 
the  fame  thrilling  emotion  as  thefe  young  travellers, 
when  for  the  firft  time  they  caught  a  glimpfe  of  the 
claflical   city  rifing    from    its    groves    and    meadows, 
and  probably  indulged  in  pleafing  anticipations  of  a 
College  life,  and  its  influence  on  their  future  deftinies. 
But  at  that  time  Oxford  was  not  the  happy  abode 
of  religion,  learning,  and  peace.    Her  fchools,  colleges, 
and  halls,  having  for  nearly  twelve  years  been  the  fcene 
of  republican  diforders,  were  much  out  of  repair ;  fome 
of  them  had  been  entirely  fupprefTed.    Many  hundreds 
of  the  moft  eminent  men  had  been  thruft  out  by  the 
Parliamentary  Visitors,  f  to  make  room  for  fchifmatics. 


Powell,  who  died  in  1660.  I  feel  much  indebted  to  friends  in  New 
College  for  a  general  defire  to  affift  in  the  good  work  of  honouring  the 
memory  of  Bifhop  Ken.  Thefe  and  other  interefting  details  have  been 
gathered  (by  permiflion)  out  of  the  College  Books  and  Rolls. 

*   On  Hinckfey  Hill,  near  Bagley  Wood. 

•f-  The  Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  Oxford,  by  Anthony  a  Wood, 
from  his  Original  MSS.  in  the  Bodleian  Library ;  by  John  Gutch, 
M.A.,  1796,  4to.  vol.  ii.  paflim.  See  alfo  Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the 
Rebellion,  vol.  iii.  p.  74.  Some  judgment  may  be  formed  of  thefe 
fpoilers  from  the  character  of  Sir  Nathaniel  Brent,  the  firft  named  in  the 
"  Ordinance  for  the  Vifitation  and  Reformation  of  Oxford."  Having 
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The  books  of  many  libraries  had  been  embezzled. 
Fanaticifm  had  banimed  all  reverence  and  ancient  order, 
and  feized  the  munificent  endowments,  intended  for  the 
encouragement  of  learning  and  piety.*  A  holy  charm 
might  feem  to  hang  over  St.  Mary's  in  the  diftance, — 
how  calm  and  beautiful !  But  within,  difcord  and  con- 
fufion  ftill  outraged  the  genius  of  the  place,  although 
the  tyranny  of  the  Vifitors  had  fomewhat  abated. 
The  rightfully  appointed  Preachers, — the  Matters  and 
Fellows  and  ProfefTors, — had  long  been  under  perfecu- 
tion  as  "  fcandalous  ministers,  faucy  Jacks,  brazen- 
faced fellows,  "f  St.  Mary's  pulpit  was  ftill  profaned 
by  the  Seven  Parliamentary  Minifters,  fent  down  to 
preach  the  loyal  fcholars  into  a  new  obedience.  All 
ecclefiaftical  difcipline  and  religious  ceremonies  had 
been  denounced  as  "  a  heap  of  atheiftical  Roman 
rubbifh."  The  altar  and  painted  windows  in  the 
Churches  £  were  commanded  to  be  broken ;  the  chancels 

taken  down  the  rich  hangings  at  the  altar  in  Merton  College  Chapel,  he 
ufed  them  as  his  bed-chamber  curtains,  "  which  was  notoriously  ex- 
claimed againft,  becaufe  dedicated  to  a  pious  ufe." 

*  The  defolation  of  the  Bodleian  Library  is  thus  defcribed  by  an  eye- 
witnefs,  John  Allibond,  in  his  Satyrical  Poem  on  the  Oxford  Vifitation, 
"  Ruftica  Academic  Oxonienfis  nuper  reformat*  Defcriptio  .-" — 
"  Confcendo  orbis  illud  decus, 

Bodleio  Fundatore, 
Sed  intus  erat  nullum  pecus, 

Excepto  Janitore. 
"  Negleclos  vidi  libros  multos, 
Quod  mtnime  mirandum, 
Nam  inter  bardos  tot  et  frultos, 
There ''s  few  could  underftand  ^em." 

Oxoniana,  vol.  iii.  p.  98. 

f   Fafti  Oxonienies,  by  Anthony  a  Wood,  folio,  vol.  ii.  p.  61. 
J  See  Journal  of  William  Do-iyfing  of  Stratford,  &c.,  in    the  years 
164.3,  1644.     It  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  an  excellent  little 
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were  levelled,  organs  and  furplices  abolifhed ;  and  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer  forbidden  in  Church,  or 
private  families,  on  pain  of  imprifonment,*  and  all  for 
liberty  of  conference  ! 

Cromwell,  the  Arch-rebel  and  Regicide,  was  now 
Chancellor  of  Oxford.  Dr.  John  Owen,  "Oliver's 
Ahithophel,  the  Prince,  the  Oracle,  the  metropolitan 
of  Independency,"  filled  the  office  of  Vice-Chancellor. 
Having  folemnly  promifed  obedience  to  his  Bimop,  and 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  his  King,f  he 
turned  with  the  tide  of  Rebellion,  preached  againft  all 
Epifcopal  authority,  and  applauded  the  murder  of 


book,  reprinted  by  Parker  of  Oxford,  in  1840,  written  by  Dr.  Edward 
Wells,  of  Coteflbach  in  Leicefterfhire,  in  1715,  and  entitled  "  The 
RICH  MAN'S  DUTY,  to  contribute  liberally  to  the  Building,  Rebuilding, 
Repairing,  Beautifying,  and  Adorning  of  Churches."  It  is  a  record, 
in  his  own  hand,  of  a  ruthlefs  fanatic,  appointed  one  of  the  Par- 
liamentary Vifitors  "  to  demolish  (what  they  called)  the  fuperftitious 
pi6hires  and  ornaments  of  churches."  He  had  feven  deputies  under 
him,  Huns  and  Vandals,  who  fldrmiJhed  the  diftricT:  appropriated  to 
them,  and  committed  almoft  incredible  afts  of  facrilege  in  149  parifh 
churches.  Dowfing  and  his  helpmates  fmalhed  fome  thoufands  of 
painted  windows.  See  alfo,  "  A  Pari/fi  Looking  Glafs  for  Perfecutors  of 
Minifters,  wherein  fuch  perfecuting  people  may  behold  their  ugly-faced 
finful  condition,  and  the  judgments  of  God  falling  on  their  heads : 
publilhed  by  Richard  Culmer  for  the  common  good,"  410.  1657.  It 
contains  an  account  of  the  violent  proceedings  of  this  Richard  Culmer, 
another  notorious  breaker  of  windows  in  Canterbury  Cathedral :  he  was 
better  known  in  the  county  of  Kent  by  the  name  of  "  Blue  Dick." 
See,  also,  Life  of  Anthony  a  Wood,  p.  141,  for  the  defecration  of 
Merton  College  Chapel  by  the  "  Sacrilegifts." 

*  A61  of  Z3rd  Auguft,  1645,  "for  the  Direftorie  being  put  in 
execution,  with  penalties  for  ufing  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer," 
ScobelTs  Colle6lion,  p.  97.  For  an  account  of  like  fufferings  at  Cam- 
bridge, fee  "  QUERELA  CANTABRIGIENSIS,  or  a  Remonftrance,  by  way 
of  Apologie,  for  the  banifhed  Members  of  our  late  flourifhing  Univerfity 
of  Cambridge  :"  1647,  i2mo.  efpecially  pp.  14,  15.  17. 

•f-  Athenae  Oxonienfes,  vol.  ii.  p.  737. 
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Charles  as  juft  and  righteous.*  On  taking  his  feat  as 
Vice-Chancellor,  he  had  fworn  to  obferve  the  ftatutes 
and  maintain  the  privileges  of  the  Univerfity :  yet  he 
endeavoured  to  put  down  all  habits  and  formalities, 
and  "  fo  under-valued  his  office  as  to  go  in  quirpo^ 
like  a  young  fcholar,  with  powdered  hair,  fnake-bone 
band-ftrings,  with  very  large  tafTels,  a  large  fet  of 
ribbons  pointed  at  his  knees,  and  Spanim  leather  boots, 
with  large  lawn  tops,  and  his  hat  moftly  cocked. "£ 
He  was  "fo  great  an  enemy  to  the  Lord's  Prayer  (yet 
ordained  to  Holy  Orders !)  that  when  fome  preachers 
concluded  their  own  with  it  (which  was  very  feldom 
done  by  any,  efpecially  the  Prefbyterians  and  Inde- 
pendents, becaufe  it  was  looked  upon,  forfooth,  as 
formal  and  prelatical  to  do  fo),  he  would  with  great 
fneering  and  fcorn  turn  afide,  or  fit  down,  and  put  on 
his  hat."§  One  of  the  Proctors  was  "  Hierome 


*  He  was  appointed  to  preach  before  the  Parliament  on  the  3  ift  Janu- 
ary, 164.9,  tne  day  after  the  King  was  beheaded.  The  Sermon  was  pub- 
limed  with  the  title  of  "  Righteous  zeal  encouraged  by  Divine  protection." 
He  declared,  that  "  when  Kings  command  unrighteous  things,  and  the 
People  fuit  them  with  willing  compliance,  none  doubts  but  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  them  both  is  juft  and  righteous."  Orme's  Memoirs  of  John 
Owen,  p.  96. 

-f-  Spanim, —  en  cuerpo  ;  Latin, — nudatus  pallia. 
"  Hojt.  Cuerpo  !  what 's  that  ? 

Tip.  Light  flopping  hofe  and  doublet, 
The  horfe-boy's  garb  !  poor  blank  and  half-blank," 

Ben  Jonfon,  New  Inn,  ii.  5. 

"  So  they  difmantled  him  of  a  new  plum  coat ;  and  my  Secretary 
was  content  to  go  home  quietly  in  cuerpo."     Howell's  Letters,  B.  i. 
Lett.  17.     Robert  Nares1  Gloflary  of  Words  and  Phrafes. 
J  Athenae  Oxonienfes,  vol.  ii.  p.  738. 

§  Ibid.  vol.  ii.  p.  739.  In  thus  charging  Owen  with  being  an  enemy 
to  the  Lord's  Prayer,  Anthony  a  Wood  leems  to  have  been  carried 
away  by  his  zeal  againft  the  Puritans,  who  had  brought  1'uch  fcandalous 
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Zanchy,  a  boifterous  fellow  at  cudgelling,  foot-ball 
playing,  and  indeed  more  fit  in  all  refpects  to  be  a 
rude  foldier  than  a  fcholar,  or  man  of  polite  parts.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  Rebellion  he  threw  off  his  gown, 
and  took  up  arms  for  the  Parliament,  and  foon  after 
became  a  Captain,  a  Prefbyterian,  an  Independent,  and 
I  know  not  what."* 

It  was  no  wonder,  therefore,  if  republican  Profeflbrs, 
Matters,  Principals,  and  Fellows  were  thruft  upon  the 
reluctant  Univerfity.  She  was  bereft  of  her  moft 
perfect  patterns  of  holinefs,  and  fureft  guides  in  found 
learning,  becaufe  they  demurred  to  the  "  Covenant,"  and 
"  Negative  Oath,"  and  the  "  Engagement  to  be  true 
and  faithful  to  the  Commonwealth  without  a  King  or 
Houfe  of  Lords." 

In  their  room  fucceeded  "an  illiterate  rabble  of  poor 
fcholars,  Pedagogues  from  Belfries,  Curates,  and  fome- 
times  Vicars,  as  alfo  Parliament  foldiers,  efpecially 
fuch  as  had  lately  been  difbanded.  They  were  com- 
monly called  Seekers,  were  great  frequenters  of  the 
fermons  at  St.  Mary's,  preached  by  the  Seven  Minifters 
appointed  by  Parliament,  and  other  Prefbyterians  that 
preached  in  other  Churches  in  Oxford,  and  fometimes 


confulion  into  Oxford.  Owen  denied  this  accufation  :  he  fays,  "  I  do, 
and  ever  did,  believe  that  the  Lord's  Prayer  is  a  part  of  the  Canonical 
Scripture,  which  I  would  not  willingly  blafpheme  ;  that  it  was  compofed 
by  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  Himfelf,  and  that  it  is  the  moft  perfeft  form  of 
prayer  that  ever  was  compofed."  (Owen's  Sermons  and  Trails,  p.  619.) 
This,  however,  is  perfectly  reconcileable  with  Wood's  charge  of  his 
putting  on  his  hat,  which  was  a  common  cuftom  with  the  Puritans  in 
Church ;  and  the  ufe  of  the  Lord's  Prayer  before  the  fermon  was 
denounced  by  the  fanatics,  as  a  remnant  of  "  Prelacy,"  which  Owen 
cordially  detefted 

*   Wood's  Fafti  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  p.  69. 
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frequenters  of  the  Conventicles  of  the  Independents 
and  Anabaptifts.  The  generality  of  them  had  morti- 
fied countenances,  puling  voices,  and  eyes  commonly, 
when  in  difcourfe,  lifted  up,  with  hands  laying  on 
their  breafts;  they  moftly  had  mort  hair,  which  at 
this  time  was  called  the  Committee  cut,  and  went  in 
quirpo,  in  a  fhabb'd  condition,  and  looked  rather  like 
apprentices,  or  antiquated  fchool-boys,  than  acade- 
mians,  or  minifters."* 

The  abufive  Preachers  "would  reflect  much  on 
divers  Members  of  the  Univerfity,  ftyling  alfo  the 
ancient  Doctors  dumb  dogs,  idle  drones,  blind  feers, 
&c."  Among  them  was  Hugh  Peters,  "that  notorious 
villain,  the  ftiame  of  England  and  of  mankind,  who 
did  moft  impudently  feveral  times  put  afide  the  Uni- 
verfity preaching  in  St.  Mary's,  and  on  a  Sunday  did 
vent  moft  ftrange  paflages  concerning  the  King.  He 
would  declare  that  he  could  pick  out  fome  foldiers  in 
the  army,  that  mould  be  able  to  open  fentences,  draw 
doctrines,  and  make  cafes,  better  and  more  proper  than 
any  of  the  Scholars  in  the  Univerfity :  and  that  he 
would  make  a  boy  of  twelve  years  of  age  to  preach  as 
good  Divinity  as  moft  of  them.  But  their  praying 
and  preaching  was  altogether  contrary  to  the  genii  of 
the  Academians :"  "  for  they  made  wry  mouths,  fquint 
eyes,  and  fcru'd  faces,  quite  altering  them  from  what 
God  and  nature  had  made  them.  They  had  antick 
behaviours,  fqueaking  voices,  and  puling  tones,  fit 
rather  for  ftage  Players,  and  country  Beggars  to  ufe, 
than  fuch  as  were  to  fpeak  the  Oracles  of  God." 


*   Wood's  Fafti  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  p.  61. 

c  4 


24  Life  fl/' Thomas  Ken,  [1656 

Accordingly,  they  were  "  the  caufe  of  a  great  deal  of 
fcorn"  among  the  loyal  Scholars,  and  of  "  laughter  in 
others."  The  gownfmen  ufed  to  go  to  the  Churches 
and  Conventicles  to  turn  them  into  ridicule,  which 
occafioned  many  broils  between  themfelves  and  the 
foldiery  of  the  Prefbyterian  faction.  Thefe  witlings, 
befides  other  indecencies,  "  hummed,  huffed,  {ramped, 
moved,  and  made  fuch  difturbances,  that  the  Sectarians 
would  draw  their  fwords,  and  were  encountered  by  the 
Scholars  with  cudgels,  and  other  weapons."  : 

All  difcipline  was  at  an  end,  for  moft  of  the  Stu- 
dents had  ferved  as  foldiers  during  the  fiege  of  Oxford. 
A  letter  of  Dr.  Fell's  has  been  preferved,  defcribing 
the  miferable  condition  of  the  Univerfity  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  war.  "  Lectures  and  exercifes  for  the 
moft  part  ceafed.  The  Scholars,  efpecially  the  young, 
were  much  debauched,  and  became  idle  by  their  bear- 
ing arms,  and  keeping  company  with  rude  foldiers. 
Much  of  their  precious  time  was  loft  by  being  upon 
guard  night  after  night,  and  by  doing  thofe  duties 
which  appertained  to  them  as  bearers  of  arms,  and  fc 
confequently  had  opportunities,  as  lay-foldiers  had, 
of  gaming,  drinking,  fwearing,  &c.  In  a  word,  there 
was  fcarce  the  face  of  an  Univerfity  left,  all  things 
being  out  of  order,  and  difturbed."f 

We  glean  from  various  paffages  in  Wood  the  garb 
and  manners  of  an  Oxford  Fop  of  this  period.  He 
wore  his  long  hair  with  a  profufion  of  powder,  and  knots 
of  ribands  in  his  clothes.  He  would  walk  in  boots, 
fpurs,  and  boot-hofe  tops,  and  went  more  like  a  perfon 

*  Annals  of  Oxford,  vol.  ii.  paffim.  f   Ibid.  vol.  ii.  p.  487. 
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of  the  Inns  of  Court,  or  Playhoufes,  than  a  ftudent. 
He  defpifed  cap  either  fquare  or  round,  but  preferred 
a  knot  of  flowers,  or  a  fprig  from  a  May-pole  garland 
{luck  in  his  hat.  "  Hounds  and  horfes,  bibbing  and 
gaming  in  his  private  chamber,  or  tippling  in  common 
houfes,  idling  about  the  ftreets  with  riddling  muficians," 
and  fuch  like  fports,  occupied  his  time  and  thoughts. 
He  was  guilty  of <c  noctivagation,  intemperance,  pertur- 
bation of  the  peace,  and  efpecially  of  offering  intoler- 
able affronts  to  the  foldiery  of  the  garrifon." 

The  Vifitors  proceeded  in  their  work  of  violence 
with  a  zeal  fharpened  by  felf-intereft,  and  appointed 
themfelves  and  friends  as  Heads  of  Houfes,  Profeffors, 
Lecturers,  Fellows,  Chaplains,  &c.,  in  place  of  all  who 
refufed  the  oaths,  or  in  any  way  came  under  the  clafli- 
fication  of  malignants.  This  clearance  of  the  "  fcan- 
dalous  and  Popim,  and  ill-affected"  Loyalifts  was 
carried  on  with  ftill  greater  vigour  after  the  Act  of  2oth 
of  March,  1653,  appointing  "  CommhTioners"  (who 
were  called  Triers)  "  for  approbation  of  Preachers."  * 
"  Mere  canting  and  lay  perfons,  Undergraduates  in 
the  Univerfity,  or  puling  pitiful  Levites,  that  could 
never  frame  an  argument,  were  fure  to  pafs  either  by 
the  endeavours  of  friends,  money,  or  fycophantizing. 
'Twas  verily  thought,  that  there  were  never  fuch 
Symoniacks  in  the  world  as  thefe  Commiffioners  were. 
Not  a  living  of  value,  but  what  a  friend,  or  the  beft 
purchafer  was  admitted  into,  no  lefs  to  the  ruin  than 
to  the  fcandal  of  the  Church  of  England,  the  Proteftant 
religion,  Profeffors  thereof,  and  the  Univerfities."f 

*  Scobell's  Collection,  p.  279.          f  Annals  of  Oxford,  vol.  ii.  p.  660. 
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Not  only  the  Dons  and  fcholars,  but  even  "  the 
beadles,  college  fervants,  bed-makers,  and  fcrapers  of 
trenchers  were  banimed  from  their  places."  Each 
College  and  Hall  was  vijited  in  fucceflion,  and  emptied 
of  all  who  remained  faithful  to  their  allegiance. 
Sheldon,  Hammond,  Morley,  Sanderfon,  and  others, 
who  had  taken  the  lead  in  drawing  up  the  "  Oxford 
REASONS  againft  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant," 
had  been  efpecially  obnoxious  to  thefe  fpoilers; — the 
two  firft  even  fuffering  imprifonment.* 

New  College,  in  the  midft  of  this  confufion,  had 
bravely  maintained  its  loyal  principles, —  animated  by 
the  zeal  of  the  high-fpirited  Warden,  Dr.  Robert  Pink. 
He  needs  no  other  praife  than  that  he  appointed  the 
learned  Dr.  Peter  Gunning,  Dr.  Ifaac  Barrow,  f  and 
Dr.  Richard  Sherlock,  to  be  Chaplains  of  his  College. 
The  two  former  of  thefe  had  been  turned  out  of  their 
Fellowships  in  Cambridge,  for  refufing  the  Covenant. 
After  the  Reftoration,  they  were  made  Bifhops.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  fay  which  of  the  three  was  the  moft 
eminent  for  his  bountiful  difpofition.  When  Sherlock 
was  ejected,  he  took  the  curacy  of  Caflington,  near 
Woodftock,  and  out  of  a  ftipend  of  i6/.  a  year 
beftowed  the  greater  part  in  charity  amongft  the  poor. 
He  was  a  man  of  fuch  exemplary  holinefs,  that  good 
Bifhop  Wilfon  honoured  his  memory  by  writing  an 
account  of  his  life. 

Dr.  Pink  had  fome  time  before  afTembled  all  who 
were  capable  of  bearing  arms,  and  were  willing  to  ferve 
the  king  in  defence  of  the  city.  The  "  privileged 

*  Annals  of  Oxford,  vol.  ii.  p.  68. 

f  Uncle  to  the  famous  Mafter  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 
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men  and  fcholars"  of  New  College  anfwered  freely  to 
the  fummons.  They  formed  themfelves  into  a  militia, 
with  many  members  of  the  Univerfity,  all  bringing 
with  them  "  fuch  apparel  of  war  as  they  could  rout  out 
from  the  Colleges ;  helmets,  back  and  breaft  pieces, 
pykes,  muikets,  and  other  appurtenances."  *  The 
cloifters  and  towers  of  Wykeham,  defigned  by  their 
founder  for  the  abode  of  learning  and  peace,  were 
converted  into  magazines  of  war.f 

Thefe  loyal  volunteers  muft  have  prefented  a  motley 
band,  as  they  fell  into  rank,  for  every  variety  of  warlike 
implements  was  prefled  into  the  fervice,  not  forgetting 
"  a  hundred  barbed  arrows  to  moot  againft  fuch 
foldiers  as  mould  come  againft  them."  Nothing  was 
rejected ;  they  were  all  to  "  do  their  endeavours  to 
furnim  and  fit  themfelves  with  fuch  arms  and  weapons 
as  mould  be  moft  convenient."  Dr.  Pink's  regiment 
was  three  hundred  and  thirty  ftrong,  and  "  divided 
into  four  fquadrons,  of  which  two  were  mufqueteers, 
the  third  pikes,  and  the  fourth  hallbeards." 

Cromwell's  heavy  troopers  would  have  fmiled  grimly 
to  fee  thefe  martial  "  Academians,"  who  "  had  now 
exchanged  the  gown  for  the  military  cloak,  and  the 
fquare  cap  for  the  helmet ;  Undergraduates,  fervants, 
Mafters  of  Art,  and  fome  Divines  alfo.  As  for  drums 
and  colours,  thofe  belonging  to  the  Cooks'  Corporation 
ferved  their  turns  for  the  prefent."  In  this  gallant 
trim  they  would  march  up  the  High  Street  to  Chrift 
Church,  "where,  in  the  great  Quadrangle,  after  they 
had  been  reafonably  inftrucled  in  their  words  of  com- 

*   Life  of  Anthony  a  Wood,  p.  13.  f  Ibid.  p.  17. 
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mand,  and  their  poftures,  they  were  put  into  battle 
array,  and  fkirmimed  together  in  a  very  decent 
manner."  *  The  faid  fcholars  and  the  privileged  men 
did  fometimes  traine  in  New  College  Quadrangle,  in 
the  eye  of  Dr.  Pink,  and  it  being  a  novel  matter,  there 
was  no  holding  of  the  fchool-boyes  in  their  fchool  in 
the  cloyfter,  from  feeing  and  following  them.  And 
Mr.  Wood  remembered  well,  that  fome  of  them  were 
fo  befotted  with  the  training,  and  activitie,  and  gayetie 
therein  of  fome  yong  fcholars,  as  being  in  a  longing 
condition  to  be  of  the  traine,  that  they  could  never  be 
brought  to  their  books  againe."  f 

The  military  defences  of  the  city  were  not  much 
more  formidable  than  the  accoutrements  of  the 
Scholars.  "  The  highway  at  the  corner  of  Magdalen 
College  was  protected  by  a  crooked  trench,  in  form  of 
a  bow,  and  blocked  up  with  timber  logs  to  keep  out 
horfemen :  and  for  the  fame  purpofe  two  pofts  were 
fet  up  for  a  chain  to  run  through  them."  And  for 
ammunition,  "  three  or  four  loads  of  ftones  were  alfo 
carried  up  to  the  Magdalen  College  Tower,  to  fling 
down  upon  the  enemy  at  their  entrance.  Strict  fen- 
tinel  was  kept  every  night."  Very  foon  after  thefe 
preparations  had  been  made,  the  courage  of  the 
"academians"  was  forely  put  to  the  teft.  One  night 
at  twelve  o'clock,  a  troop  of  horfe  was  difcovered  by 
the  fentinel  of  Scholars  to  be  at  the  gate.  "  This  gave 
very  great  alarm  to  the  Univerfity  and  City,  infomuch, 
that  every  one  being  in  a  maze,  they  did  not  know 
whether  toftandto  their  arms,  or  abjcondl  At  length, 

*  Annals  of  Oxford,  vol.  ii.  p.  441.     f  Life  of  Anthony  a  Wood,  p.  13. 
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it  being  difcovered  that  they  were  a  troop  of  200 
horfe,  fent  from  his  Majefty,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Sir  John  Byron,  the  Scholars  clofed  with  them, 
and  were  joyful  at  their  coming."* 

We  muft  not,  however,  undervalue  the  military 
aptitude  of  the  learned  band ;  afterwards,  under  the 
King's  gallant  and  faithful  friend,  Colonel  William 
Legge,  who  was  made  Governor  of  the  City,  they 
became  intrepid  and  well-difciplined  foldiers.  Their 
loyalty  was  rewarded  by  the  prefence  of  the  King  and 
Royal  Family,  who  took  refuge  for  fome  time  in 
Oxford.  '\  "  Their  bravery  now  fhone  confpicuous  in 
every  action.  Out  of  one  hundred  ftudents  of  Chrift 
Church,  twenty  of  them  received  commirlions  in  the 
royal  army."  In  mort,  as  Anthony  a  Wood  declares 
with  his  ufual  quaintnefs,  "Oxford  recommended  itfelf 
in  a  two-fold  character,  as  the  feat  of  the  Mufes,  and 
alfo  of  Charles  their  King ;  and  it  is  not  unworthy  of 
remark  that,  though  the  Oxonians  underwent  many 
hardfhips,  when  they  were  deprived  of  their  Goddefs 
Minerva,  yet  they  acquired  great  merit  under  the  fame 
Deity,  when  me  arTumed  her  other  character  of  Pallas.  "£ 
The  learned  and  brave  Richard  Alleftry,  Student  of 
Chrift  Church,  and  Moderator  in  Philofophy,  paid 
homage  to  the  Goddefs  in  both  her  attributes,  and 


*  Annals  of  Oxford,  vol.  ii.  p.  4.4.6. 

f  Dr.  Pink  did  not  participate  in  the  joy  of  the  King's  coming.  He 
had  gone  out  to  Aylefbury,  a  little  time  before,  to  hold  a  conference 
with  the  rebel  commanders :  but  they  perfidioufly  laid  hold  of  him  as  a 
delinquent,  and  fent  him  to  London  to  the  Parliament,  who  forthwith 
committed  him  a  prifoner  to  the  Gate  Houfe  at  Weftminrter. — Annals 
of  Oxford,  vol.  ii.  p.  447. 

|  Annals  of  Oxford,  vol.  ii.  p.  447. 
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though  he  ferved  in  the  Oxford  regiment,  and  was 
forward  in  all  dangers,  did  not  neglect  his  ftudies, 
"  frequently  carrying  his  mufket  in  one  hand  and  book 
in  the  other,  and  making  the  watchings  of  a  foldier  the 
lucubrations  of  a  ftudent."^  No  doubt  his  ardent 
loyalty  suggefted  to  him  a  juftification  for  thus  in- 
fringing the  well-known,  statute  "  ab  omni  genere  et 
apparatu  bombardarum  abftineas" 

But  all  was  in  vain.  The  battle  of  Nafebyf  was 
loft ;  and  General  Fairfax,  with  his  victorious  and  well 
difciplined  army,  laid  fiege  to  Oxford.  It  was  thought 
prudent  that  the  King  mould  convey  himfelf  away  in 
difguife,  for  there  was  no  hope  of  a  fuccefsful  refift- 
ance.  A  treaty  for  furrender  on  honourable  terms 
was  concluded,  and  the  garrifon,  which  had  now  in- 
creafed  to  three  thoufand,  marched  out  with  "  colours 
flying  and  drums  beating."  Then  followed  all  the 
after-violence.  \  New  College  was  not  fpared  in  the 
general  tumult :  the  members  were  cited  to  appear 
before  Cheynell,  Prynne,  and  other  Vifitors.  Only 
one  of  the  Fellows  confented  to  take  the  oaths  on  un- 


*  Preface  to  Dr.  Alleftry's  Sermons,  printed  at  Oxford,  1684.  He 
was  afterwards  provoft  of  Eton  College,  where  he  raifed  the  School, 
which  he  found  in  a  low  condition,  to  an  uncommon  pitch  of  reputation. 
— Granger's  Biog.  Hid.  of  England,  4th  edition,  vol.  iii.  p.  272. 

\  This  was  a  fubjeft  of  joyful  ovation  to  John  Owen.  " '  Where"1  he 
exclaimed,  '  is  the  God  of  Marftone  Moor,  and  the  God  of  Nafeby  ! '  is  an 
acceptable  expoftulation  in  a  gloomy  day.  Oh  !  what  a  catalogue  of  mer- 
cies hath  this  nation  to  plead  in  a  time  of  trouble.  God  came  from  Nafeby, 
and  the  Holy  One  from  the  Weft !  His  Glory  covered  the  Heavens,  and 
the  Earth  was  full  of  His  praife." — Orme's  Life  of  John  Owen,  p.  87. 

J  Anthony  Wood  lays,  "  After  the  entry  of  the  Parliamenteers  into 
Oxford,  no  place  in  England  was  worfe ;  for  as  fome  were  pleafed  to 
lay,  '  Hell  was  broke  loofe  upon  them, — nothing  but  fectarilm,  blaf- 
phemy,  and  hypocrify/  "  Annals  of  Oxford,  vol.  ii.  p.  500. 
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qualified  terms.*  George  Marfhall,  who  had  ferved  as 
Chaplain  to  the  rebel  army,  was  obtruded  into  the 
Warden's  chair.  By  the  22nd  of  April,  1650,  eight 
Chaplains,  and  fifty-four  Fellows,  had  been  thruft  out 
to  make  room  for  needy  adherents  to  the  new  order  of 
things. 

At  a  later  period  John  Evelyn  records  an  agreeable 
vifit  of  a  week  which  he  fpent  in  Oxford  among  the 
Heads  of  Colleges,  efpecially  his  "  dear  and  excellent 
friend,  Dr.  Williams,  Warden  of  Wadham."  It  is 
true  he  "  found  the  glafs  windows  of  the  Cathedral 
much  abufed,  and  in  Magdalen  College  Chapel  the 
altar  turned  tablewife,  and  the  famous  Independent, 
Dr.  Owen,  preached  at  St.  Mary's,  perftringing 
Epifcopacy."  But  the  Chapel  of  New  College  was 
"  in  its  ancient  garb,  notwithstanding  the  fcrupulofity 
of  the  times :  and  at  Magdalen  the  Chapel  was  in 
pontifical  order,  and  that  abomination  (as  now  efteemed, 
and  almoft  univerfally  abolifhed),  the  double  organ, 
ftill  exifted,  and  the  famous  mufician,  Mr.  Gibbon, 
gave  them  a  tafte  of  his  fkill  and  talents  on  that  inftru- 
ment."  The  Bodleian  alfo  again  difplayed  "  the  rari- 
ties of  that  moft  famous  place,  manufcripts,  medals,  and 
other  curiofities."f 

Thus  the  ftorm  of  violence  in  Oxford  had  fubfided 
by  the  time  that  Ken  arrived  at  Hart  Hall ;  and  no 

*  His  name  was  Daniel  Vivian :  he  did  not  long  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
his  difloyalty ;  for  his  new  aflbciates  afterwards  expelled  him  as  an 
unworthy  member.  He  appealed  to  the  vifitors ;  but  they  iflued  an 
order,  pronouncing  him  guilty  of  many  mifdemeanours  and  mifcarriages, 
and  removed  him  from  his  Fellowship,  allowing  him  one  year's  profits  of 
it.  Regifter  of  the  Vifitation  of  the  Univerfity,  in  the  Bod.  Lib. 

f   Evelyn's  Diary,  July,  1654;  vol.  i.  p.  290-3. 
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doubt  he  cheerfully  betook  himfelf  to  his  college  tafks 
and  occupations.  The  young  frefhman  would,  of 
courfe,  be  cordially  welcomed  by  Francis  Turner,  and 
his  other  Wykehamift  friends.  Moreover,  nothing 
could  entirely  root  out  the  influences  of  learning  and 
virtue  which  had  for  fo  many  centuries  prevailed  in 
Oxford.  And  where  could  a  peaceful  retirement  be 
found,  if  not  in  the  Univerfity  ?  for  whilft  the  def- 
potifm  of  a  fanatical  foldiery  had  carried  confufion  into 
every  corner  of  the  land,  it  continued  to  be  the  refort 
of  men  attached  to  fcience  and  literature,  who  came  from 
all  parts  to  purfue  their  ftudies.  Several  learned  Pro- 
fetors,  who  had  taken  the  "  Engagement,"  had  prefer- 
ment there.  cc  To  thefe  were  added  many  gentlemen 
of  philofophical  minds,  whom  the  misfortunes  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  the  fecurity  and  eafe  of  a  retirement 
amongft  gownfmen,  had  drawn  thither.  Their  purpofe 
was  the  fatisfaclion  of  breathing  a  freer  air,  and  of 
converfing  in  quiet  one  with  another,  without  being 
engaged  in  the  paffions  and  madnefs  of  the  age."  * 
The  principal  and  moft  conftant  of  thefe  were  Drs. 
Wilkins,  Goddard,  Wallis,  Ralph  Bathurft,  Seth  Ward, 
William  Petty,  Chriftopher  Wren  (father  of  the  great 
Architect),  and  many  more.  But  before  all  others 
was  the  great  and  good  Robert  Boyle,  who  for  a  com- 
bination of  varied  excellencies  and  endowments,  directed 
to  the  holieft  ends,  has  feldom,  if  ever,  found  an  equal 
in  our  annals.  He  had  fuch  a  high  reputation,  even 
in  foreign  countries,  that  no  learned  ftranger  came  to 


*  Bifhop  Sprat's  Hiftory  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  4-to.  1702, 
P-53- 
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England  but  fought  his  acquaintance.*  He  was  well 
verfed  in  Greek,  Hebrew,  Chaldee,  Syriac,  and  other 
languages,  and  familiar  with  all  the  mathematical 
fciences;  yet  of  fuch  a  meek  and  candid  difpofition, 
that  he  demeaned  himfelf  humbly  to  all  who  approached 
him.  This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  fince  his  genius 
was  fanctified  by  a  Chriftian  fpirit.  "  He  had  fo  great 
a  reverence  for  the  Deity,  that  the  very  Name  of  GOD 
was  never  mentioned  by  him  without  a  paufe,  and  a 
vifible  ftop  in  his  difcourfe,  in  which  Sir  Peter  Pett, 
who  knew  him  for  almoft  forty  years,  affirms  that  he 
was  fo  exact,  that  he  did  not  remember  to  have  obferved 
him  once  fail  in  it."  f  His  whole  life  was  a  practical 
example  how  a  layman  of  noble  birth  may  cultivate 
the  graces  of  a  faint  in  the  midft  of  a  profane  and  reft- 
lefs  world;  how  the  higheft  intellect  can  bow  itfelf 
down  in  fimple  faith  before  the  unfearchable  myfteries 
of  Revelation.  He  mowed  his  great  zeal  for  religion 
by  printing  at  his  own  expenfe  the  four  Gofpels,  and 
Acts  of  the  Apoftles,  in  the  Malayan^  tongue,  and 
contributing  largely  to  the  tranflations  of  the  Irifh 

*  Birch's  Life  of  the  Honourable   Robert  Boyle,    prefixed   to   his 
Works,  fol.  1744,  vol.  i.  p.  90. 

-  f  Ibid.  p.  87.  He  thought  fo  humbly  of  his  own  qualifications, 
and  had  fuch  a  refpe£t  for  God's  fervice,  that  "  when  he  was  folicited 
by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  enter  into  Holy  Orders,  he  did  not  think 
himfelf  worthy ;  for  he  had  fo  high  a  fenfe  of  the  obligations,  im- 
portance, and  difficulty  of  the  paftoral  care,  that  he  durft  not  undertake 
it."  Many  of  his  writings  prove  that  he  would  have  been  an  excellent 
divine ;  they  raife  the  author  far  above  the  level  of  the  exalted 
philofophy,  from  which  he  unfolded  the  myfteries  of  the  natural  world. 
His  treatifes  on  "  Seraphic  Love,"  "  The  Excellency  of  Theology  above 
Natural  Philofophy,''''  and  "  The  Veneration  due  to  God,"  exhibit  a  deep 
fenfe  of  the  Divine  love  in  the  economy  of  man's  falvation. 

J   Ibid,  p.  87. 

D 
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and  Welfh  Bibles.  He  founded  the  Incorporated 
Society  for  propagating  the  Gofpel  in  New  England ; 
and  eftablifhed  eight  Lectures  annually,  for  ever,  for 
the  proof  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  againft  notorious 
Infidels, — "  not  defcending  lower  to  any  controversies 
that  are  among  Chriftians."  : 

It  was  fortunate  for  the  University  that  fuch  a  man 
as  Robert  Boyle,  and  his  little  circle  of  "virtuofi" 
as  they  were  called,  took  up  their  refidence  in  Oxford. 
Their  eminent  qualities  gained  a  great  refpect  from 
thofe  in  authority,  as  well  as  from  the  Undergra- 
duates :  "  for  they  employed  much  of  their  labour  and 
prudence  in  preferving  that  moft  venerable  feat  of 
ancient  learning,  when  their  mrinking  from  its  defence 
would  have  been  the  fpeedieft  way  to  have  deftroyed 
it."  Moreover,  "  a  race  of  young  men  was  provided 
againft  the  next  age,  whofe  minds  received  from  them 
their  firft  impreffions  of  fober  and  generous  knowledge, 
and  were  invincibly  armed  againft  all  the  enchantments 
of  enthufiafm."f  Of  this  number  were  Francis  Turner 
and  many  other  contemporaries  of  Ken  at  different 

*  "  His  private  charities  were  extraordinary  :  he  gave  iooo/.  yearly  to 
the  diftreffed  refugees  of  France  and  Ireland."  Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.  ii. 
p. 317. 

•f-  Sprat's  Hiftory  of  the  Royal  Society  : — Thefe  Oxford  meetings  were 
held  at  the  lodgings  of  Dr.  Petty,  Dr.  Wilkins,  and  Mr.  Boyle.  Soon 
after  the  Reftoration,  Charles  II.  granted  to  them,  and  other  learned  men, 
a  Charter  of  Incorporation,  under  the  title  of  "  The  Royal  Society  of 
London,'"''  which  has  ever  fince  maintained  a  high  charafter  among  the 
Philofophical  Inftitutions  of  Europe.  The  Hiftory  of  its  formation  and 
objefts,  by  Dr.  Thomas  Sprat,  Bifhop  of  Rochefter,  has  been  thought 
to  be  "  pen'd  in  fo  very  fine,  neat,  and  graceful  a  ftile,  that  fome 
account  it  to  be  one  of  the  moft  exa6t  pieces  for  curioufnefs  and  delicacy 
of  language,  that  was  ever  yet  extant  in  our  tongue." — Wood's  Athenae 
Oxonienfes,  vol.  ii.  p.  1097. 
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Colleges,  who  were  afterwards  eminent  in  life,  and 
either  fuffered  with  him,  or  confcientioufly  chofe  the 
fuccefsful  fide.  Two  efpecially  were  of  temper  and 
habits  congenial  to  his  own,  ftudents  of  Chrift  Church, 
with  whom  he  now  formed  a  lafting  friendship.  One 
was  Mr.  Thomas  Thynne,  afterwards,  "  in  considera- 
tion of  his  great  merits,  created  Vifcount  Weymouth  ; 
a  perfon  of  ftrid:  piety,  honour,  and  integrity,"*— 
virtues  which  conferred  upon  him  a  better  claim  to 
refpecl  than  his  high  rank.  The  other  was  George 
Hooper,  of  whom  the  celebrated  Dr.  Bufby  declared 
he  was  "the  beft  fcholar,  the  fineft  gentleman,  and 
would  make  the  beft  bifhop  that  was  ever  educated  at 
Weftminfter  School."  f  "  He  was  a  learned  Grecian 
and  Oriental  fcholar." £ 

It  does  not  appear  what  degree  of  intimacy  fubfifted 
between  Lord  Weymouth  and  Ken  for  fome  years 
after  they  left  College.  The  frequency  of  their  inter- 
courfe  was  probably  interrupted  by  their  being  placed 
in  different  fpheres  of  life ;  but  "  in  the  reverfes  of 
Ken's  lot,  and  the  evening  of  his  days,  when  he  had 
no  home  upon  earth,"  Weymouth  teftified  his  faithful 
attachment  by  affording  him  for  twenty  years  an  afylum 
at  his  noble  manfion  of  Long  Leat,  where  he  clofed  his 
eyes.§  Hooper  and  Ken  were  thrown  together  in 
every  ftage  of  their  lives ;  one  was  the  more  diftin- 

*  Collins's  Peerage,  vol.  vi.  p.  266. 

f  Athenas  Oxonienfes,  vol.  ii.  p.  989. 

\  Evelyn,  fpeaking  of  his  eloquence,  fays,  "  Dr.  Hooper  preached  on 
Markxii.  16, 17,  before  the  King,  of  the  ufurpation  of  the  Church  of 
Rome.  This  is  one  of  the  firft  rank  of  pulpit  men  in  the  nation." 
Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.  ii.  p.  159. 

§  Bowles's  Life  of  Ken,  vol.  i.  p.  42. 
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guimed  for  his  knowledge  of  the  ancient  languages, 
the  other  for  his  fafcinating  eloquence.  Both  were 
priefts,  "  patterns  for  the  people  to  follow,"  fucceeding 
one  another  in  their  early  and  lateft  preferments,  and 
each  more  folicitous  for  the  other's  advancement  than 
his  own. 

Notwithftanding  the  healing  influence  of  thefe 
examples,  the  violence  of  the  Republicans,  as  we  have 
feen,  had  a  moft  injurious  effect  on  the  general  difci- 
pline  of  the  Colleges.  Having  divided  the  academical 
fpoils  among  themfelves  and  their  adherents,  they  left 
the  Scholars  very  much  to  their  own  ways.  Dr.  Owen 
afterwards  boafted  that  he  had  effected  "  a  reformation 
of  manners,  in  fpite  of  the  grumblings  of  certain  pro- 
fligate brawlers."*  If  this  were  fo,  his  method  of 
proceeding  was  a  ftrange  one ;  for  he  defpifed  all  form 
and  ceremony,  which  have  ever  been  found  indifpen- 
fable  in  the  government  of  large  and  mixed  focieties. 
The  ff  grumblers"  of  whom  he  complained,  were 
neither  <f  profligates"  nor  "  brawlers ; "  but  men  of 
equal  learning  with  himfelf,  and  of  more  Chriftian 
forbearance,  temper,  and  meeknefs.  "  Accounting 
nothing  more  ridiculous  than  (what  he  called)  ftarcht 
formality,  or  a  prelatical  cut,"  he  endeavoured  to  alter 
the  ancient  Statutes  and  Constitutions.  The  academical 
drefs,  caps  and  gowns,  collar-bands  and  hoods,  f  were 
particular  objects  of  his  diflike :  he  never  wore  them 
himfelf,  and  even  in  Convocation,  and  other  folemn 
meetings,  tc  he  had  always  his  hat  on,  and  that  many 

*  Orme's  Memoirs  of  John  Owen,  p.  199. 

f  For  an  account  of  the  controverfy  on  caps  and  hoods,  fee  Life  of  Seth 
Ward,  Bifhop  of  Salisbury,  by  Dr.  Walter  Pope,  pp.  34  to  4.3  and  176. 
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times  cock'd."*  Though  he  met  with  much  oppofition 
even  among  the  newly  appointed  Heads  of  Houfes, 
and  other  members  of  Convocation,  he  attempted  to 
abolim  the  annual  Commemoration,  or  Public  Act,  and 
efpecially  the  office  of  Terrx  Filius,  "  which  certainly, 
with  fome  other  cuftoms,  were  too  youthful  and  light 
for  grave  perfons."  The  delegates  of  Convocation 
were  willing  to  modify  thefe,  but  not  to  do  away  with 
them.  "  Some  of  the  Matters  making  a  ridiculous 
matter  of  it,  he  was  in  a  manner  forced  to  fit  down, 
and  meddle  no  more  in  the  affair." 

The  fatirical  perfonage  called  Terr*  Filius,  was  a 
public  orator  elected  for  the  year,  and  privileged  to 
deliver  a  fpeech  at  the  Commemoration,  in  which 
he  would  lampoon  the  learned  authorities,  and  any 
others  who  had  made  themfelves  obnoxious  to  the 
Scholars.  "  The  Terrae  Filii  for  fome  years  before 
this  did  not  only  not  fpare,  in  their  refpective  fpeeches, 
to  tell  the  Doctors  of  their  crimes,  but  alfo  to  let  fall 
various  expreflioris  that  feemed  to  the  godly  to  be 
prophane  and  obfcene."f  Two  years  after  Ken  came 
to  New  College,  Lancelot  Addifon,  of  Queen's 
(father  of  the  accomplimed  Jofeph  Addifon)  was 
obliged  to  recant  on  his  knees  a  fatirical  fpeech  which 
he  had  delivered  in  this  character ;  "  enlarging,  with 
much  energy  of  language,  on  the  pride,  hypocrify, 
ignorance,  and  avarice  of  the  governors  of  the 
kingdom."J 

We  find,  at  a  later  period,  that,  "  to  put  an  entire 

*   Annals  of  Oxford,  vol.  ii.  p.  635.  f   Ibid.  p.  684. 

\  Noble's  Continuation  of  Granger's  Biographical  Hiftory,  vol.  ii. 
p. 109. 
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flop  to  this  dangerous  practice  of  expofing  the  Dons 
to  derifion  and  deteftation,  it  was  thought  expedient, 
for  the  fafety  of  their  reputation,  to  have  no  Public 
Act  at  all  for  fome  years ;  and  when  they  had,  to  have 
no  Terrae  Filius.  Several  indignities  having  been 
offered  (by  thefe  academical  pickle-herrings)  to  the 
grave  Fathers  of  the  Univerfity  (the  reverend  the 
Heads  and  Governors  of  Colleges  and  Halls),  they 
winced  like  fo  many  gall'd  horfes,  and  faid  to  one 
another,  (  Gentlemen,  thefe  are  no  jefts ;  if  we  fuffer 
this,  we  mall  become  the  fport  of  frefhmen  and  fer- 
vitors  ;  let  us  expel  him  for  an  example  to  others  not  to 
take  fuch  freedoms  with  their  fuperiors.'  And  'Terrae 
Filius  was  accordingly  expelled  almoft  every  Act."* 

It  fo  happened,  that  in  Dr.  Owen's  Vice-Chancellor- 
fhip,  "  at  a  Public  Act,  when  a  Student  of  Trinity 
College  was  Terrae  Filius,  the  Doctor,  before  he  began, 
told  him  he  mould  have  liberty  to  fay  what  he  pleafed, 
provided  he  would  abftain  from  profanenefs,  obfcenity, 
and  perfonalities.  The  Terras  Filius  began,  but  foon 
tranfgreffed  all  the  rules  which  had  been  prefcribed  to 
him.  The  Doctor  feveral  times  defired  him  to  forbear, 
but  ftill  he  went  on ;  till  at  laft,  feeing  him  obftinate, 
he  fent  the  Beadles  to  pull  him  down.  On .  this  the 
Scholars  interpofed,  and  would  not  fuffer  them  to  come 
near  him.  The  Doctor  determined  to  pull  him  down 
himfelf,  and  though  his  friends  near  him  diffuaded  him, 
left  the  Scholars  mould  do  him  fome  mifchief ;  ( I  will 

*  Terras  Filius,  or  the  Secret  Hiftory  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  in 
feveral  Effays:  izmo.  3rd.  edition,  1754,  p.  3.  The  Author,  N.  Amhurft, 
of  St.  John's  College,  was  expelled  as  a  fcurrilous  libeller.  Two  of  the 
Papers  were  ordered  by  the  "  Dons"  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the 
common  executioner,  fee  Ibid.,  p.  159. 


1656]      Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells.  39 

not  fee  authority  trampled  on  in  this  manner,'  faid 
he,  and  actually  pulled  him  down,  and  fent  him  to 
Bocardo ;*  the  Scholars  {landing  off,  furprifed  at  his 
refolution."  f 

The  Undergraduates,  and  fometimes  graver  men 
too,  would  play  off  other  pranks  againft  the  Doctor, 
or  againft  the  Royalifts,  as  the  cafe  might  be :  for 
amidft  fo  much  turbulence  and  party  fpirit,  they  were 
not  very  nice  on  either  fide.  "  One  Kinafton,  a 
merchant  of  London,  with  a  long  beard,  and  hair 
over-grown,  was  at  the  Mitre  Inn,  and  feigning 
himfelf  a  Patriarch  (of  the  Greek  Church),  and  that 
he  came  to  Oxford  for  a  Model  of  the  laft  Reforma- 
tion, divers  Royalifts  repaired  to  him,  and  were 
bleffed  by  him.  Alfo  John  Harmer,  the  Greek  Pro- 
feffor  of  the  Univerfity,  appeared  very  formally,  and 
made  a  Greek  harangue  before  him.  Whereupon 
fome  of  the  company,  who  knew  the  defign  to  be 
waggifh,  fell  a  laughing,  and  betrayed  the  matter. 
It  was  a  piece  of  waggery  to  impofe  upon  the 
Royalifts,  and  fuch  that  had  a  mind  to  be  bleft  by  a 
Patriarch,  inftead  of  an  Archbifhop  or  Bifhop ;  and 
it  made  great  fport  for  the  time,  and  thofe  that  were 
bleft  were  afhamed  of  it.  Among  the  victims  were 
the  Dean  of  Chrift  Church,  Dr.  Owen,  and  fome  of 
the  Canons  of  that  Houfe;  and  other  Prefbyterian 
Doctors  reforted  to  him,  or  he  to  them,  for  to  draw 
up  and  give  him  a  Modell  of  their  Church  Reforma- 
tion. Mr.  William  Lloyd,  then  a  Tutor  of  Wadham, 
was  the  author  of  this  piece  of  waggery,  as  he  himfelf 

*  The  public  prifon. 
f  Orme's  Life  of  John  Owen,  p.  174. 
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ufed  to  make  his  braggs.  But  Owen  and  the  others 
were  fo  much  incenfed,  when  they  found  the  matter  a 
cheat,  that  Lloyd  was  forced  to  abfcond  for  the 
prefent,  or,  as  he  ufed  to  fay,  run  away"  *  This 
William  Lloyd  was  no  other  than  the  future  Bimop 
of  St.  Afaph,  with  whom  Ken  and  Turner  were  after- 
wards clofely  connected,  as  fellow-fufferers  in  main- 
taining the  caufe  of  the  Church. 

Ken's  earlieft  biographer,  William  Hawkins,  his 
great-nephew  and  executor,  affords  very  little  infor- 
mation as  to  this  period  of  his  life :  f  but  Thomas 
Hearne,  the  antiquary,  records,  that  "  he  was  even 
then,  when  young,  very  pious  and  charitable ; "  and 
Anthony  Wood  fays,  "  his  towardlinefs  towards  good 
Letters  and  Virtue  was  obferved  by  the  Seniors."^ 
In  1657,  after  a  year's  Probation  at  Hart  Hall,  he 
was  elected  a  Fellow  of  New  College.  Here  once 
more  he  became  chamber-fellow  with  Francis  Turner ; 
for  the  Warden  endeavoured  fo  to  arrange  the  Fellows, 
that  they  might  be  with  their  friends.  The  name  of 
their  room  was  Rofe,  being  one  of  thirteen  in  the 

*  Life  of  Anthony  a  Wood,  1772,  p.  132. 

f  My  friend,  Dr.  Markland,  in  the  Preface  to  his  excellent  Life  of 
Bifhop  Ken  (znd  edition,  1849,  izmo.),  laments  that  Hawkins  did  not 
make  a  better  ufe  of  his  "  fuperior  opportunities  of  knowledge  and 
enquiry."  In  this  reference  to  Markland's  work,  I  may  be  allowed 
to  fpeak  of  its  great  merits.  It  is  admirable  as  a  fpecimen  of  biography, 
and  of  literary  and  hiftorical  refearch.  The  reader  will  fee  in  the  notes 
to  this  volume,  how  often  I  have  availed  myfelf  of  his  authority  :  but 
independently  of  his  publifhed  fa6ts,  he  has  aided  me  fmce  by  many 
other  communications.  I  believe  I  may  fay,  that  as  we  became  more  and 
more  familiar  with  the  character  of  the  good  Bifhop,  and  more  earned  in 
our  endeavours  to  bring  it  out  to  public  view,  the  friendfhip  between 
us,  which  began  at  a  much  earlier  period,  has  been  ftill  more  durably 
cemented. 

J  Athenae  Oxonienfes,  vol.  ii.  p.  989. 
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Quadrangle.*  The  chambers  were  all  called  by  their 
refpeclive  names,  as  the  Baptift's  Head,  the  Vine,  the 
Conduit,  the  Crane's  Dart,  the  Vale,  the  Star,  &c. 
There  were  four  beds  in  each,  and  a  fmall  ftudy ;  and 
a  fenior  Fellow  fuperintended  each  room  to  keep 
order,  f  At  firft  Ken's  other  companions  were  Ryves, 
jun.,  and  Oldis ;  afterwards  Bohun,  Cally,  Coxe,  &c. 
Although  he  ceafed  to  refide  in  1663,  he  retained  his 
place  in  the  fame  room  until  1665,  when  a  bed  was 
affrgned  to  him  over  the  Baptift's  Head.\ 

We  can  hardly  doubt  that  Ken,  with  his  friends 
Thynne,  Turner,  and  Hooper,  formed  part  of  the  refo- 
lute  band  in  Oxford,  who  afTembled  together  for  prayer 
in  the  houfe  of  Thomas  Willis,  §  clofe  by  Merton 
College,  when  the  Liturgy  had  been  altogether  pro- 
hibited. Like  the  difciples  of  old,  in  their  "tipper 
room,"  thefe  truftful  Chriftians  "  performed  their 
devotions  according  to  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
none  being  admitted  but  their  confidents.  There  they 
maintained  the  orders  and  rubric  of  the  Church  of 
England  on  all  Lord's  days,  Holy  days,  and  their 
Vigils,  and  adminiftered  the  Holy  Communion."  The 
principal  promoters  of  this  were  the  "  great  under- 
valuer  of  money,"  Dr.  John  Fell,  the  eloquent  John 
Dolben,  and  the  loyal  and  courageous  Richard 
Alleftry.  ||  Sir  Peter  Lely  afterwards  perpetuated  the 

*  Eflay  on  the  Architeftural  Works  of  William  of  Wykeham,  by 
C.  R.  Cockerell,  1845. 

f  Ibid.  J  Liber  Burfariorum  of  New  College. 

§  Thomas  Willis  was  brother-in-law  to  Dr.  Fell.  Athenae  Oxoni- 
enfes,  vol.  ii.  p.  795. 

||  Fell  was  afterwards  Bifliop  of  Oxford  ;  Dolben,  Bifhop  of  Rochefter, 
and  fubfequently  Archbimop  of  York  j  and  Alleftry,  Regius  ProfefTor 
of  Divinity,  and  Provoft  of  Eton. 
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memory  of  "  this  worthy  triumvirate,"  and  of  their 
friendfhip,  in  his  well-known  portraits  of  them,  united 
in  one  picture,  now  in  the  Hall  of  Chrift  Church.* 
Thefe  meetings  were  continued  until  the  Reftoration, 
to  the  great  comfort  and  fupport  of  the  Royaliils. 
Orme  fays  there  were  three  hundred  who  attended ;  f 
he  mentions  this  as  a  proof  of  Owen's  generous  for- 
bearance. And  fuch  it  truly  was ;  for,  as  they  were 
not  tolerated  by  law,  they  could  only  meet  by  his 
tacit  permiiTion.  Equally  honourable  to  him  was  his 
zealous  and  fuccefsful  appeal  to  the  Commiflion  of 
Triers  againft  their  ejecting  Dr.  Pococke,  the  Pro- 
feflbr  of  Arabic,  from  his  Living  in  Berkfhire.  "  He 
endeavoured,  with  fome  warmth,  to  make  them 
fenfible  of  the  infinite  contempt  and  reproach  which 
would  certainly  fall  upon  them,  when  it  mould  be  faid 
that  they  had  turned  out  a  man  for  infufficiency ,  whom 
all  the  learned,  not  of  England  only,  but  of  all  the 
world,  fo  juftly  admired  for  his  vaft  knowledge  and 
extraordinary  accomplimments."  ^ 

"  Ken  had  an   excellent  genius  for  mufic,"  §  and 
was  a  fkilful  player  on  the  lute.      It  was  his  favourite 


*  Granger's  Biographical  Hiftory  of  England,  4th  edition,  vol.  iii. 
p.  252.  Bifhop  Dolben  is  in  the  middle,  Dr.  Alleftry  on  his  right- 
hand,  and  Bifhop  Fell  on  his  left.  It  was  beautifully  engraved  on  a 
large  half-meet  in  mezzotint,  by  Loggan :  this  print  is  now  fo  fcarce, 
that  the  price  of  a  fine  impreffion  is  i^l.  Charles  II.  called  it  by  the 
name  of  "  Cbipley,  Chopley,  Cfiepley."  Chipley  and  Chopley  were  in 
allufton,  perhaps,  to  the  perfonal  appearance  of  Alleftry  and  Dolben, 
the  former  being  very  thin,  the  latter  as  portly  :  the  meaning  of  Chepley 
I  cannot  make  out.  See  Walpole's  Anecdotes  of  Painting,  by  Dallaway, 
vol.  v.  p.  190. 

f  Orme's  Life  of  John  Owen,  p.  188.  J   Ibid.   p.  154. 

§  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  24. 
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recreation  through  life,  and  his  College  ftudies  were 
not  fo  abforbing,  but  that  he  joined  the  mufical  parties, 
then  fo  common  in  the  Univerfity.  This  prevailing 
tafte  was  promoted  by  the  many  organifts  and  mafters 
of  mulic,  who  flocked  to  Oxford,  becaufe  they  had 
loft  their  places  in  the  Churches  elfewhere.*  The 
chief  manager  of  the  concerts  was  the  facetious,  and 
no  lefs  learned  and  loyal  Anthony  a  Wood,  who  enu- 
merates the  feveral  performers,  their  inftruments,  and 
degrees  of  (kill.  He  fays,  "  Thomas  Ken,  of  New 
College,  a  Junior,  would  be  fometimes  among  them 
and  fing  his  part."f  There  he  would  meet  another 
great  promoter  of  the  mufical  focieties,  NarcifTus 
Marfh,;}:  whom  the  Church  gratefully  records  as  the 
pious  and  munificent  Archbifhop  of  Tuam;  alfo 
Nathaniel  Crewe,  who  even  then  played  his  part 
badly,  "  always  out  of  tune,  as  having  no  good  ear," 
and  who  afterwards  wore  the  coronet  and  mitre  fo 
unworthily.  §  Vice-Chancellor  Owen,  when  he  was 
a  gownfman  of  Queen's,  had  ftudied  mufic  for  his 
recreation  under  Mr.  John  Wilfon,||  a  celebrated  per- 
former on  the  flute,  who  had  been  a  conftant  attendant 
on  Charles  I.,  and  for  whom  the  King  had  fuch  a 
regard,  that  he  ufed  to  lean  on  his  moulder  whilft  he 
played.  Owen  made  him  Univerfity  Profeflbr  of 
Mufic,  and  affigned  him  a  lodging  in  Balliol  College. 
Even  Cromwell,  the  Chancellor,  who  could  play  a 
game  of  bowls  with  General  Fairfax,  after  dinner,  in 


*  Life  of  Anthony  a  Wood,  p.  126. 

-J-   Ibid.  p.  125.  \  Ibid.  p.  126. 

§  Ibid.  p.  125.;  alfo  Granger's  Biog.  Hift.,  vol.  iv.  p.  285. 
||  Orme's  Memoirs  of  John  Owen,  p.  12. 
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the  College  Green  at  Magdalen,  "  loved  a  good  voice 
and  inftrumental  mufic  well."  One  James  Quin,  an 
ejected  Student  of  Chrift  Church,  was  reftored  for 
pleafing  his  Highnefs  with  a  fong.  "  He  heard  him 
with  delight,  liquor'd  him  with  fack,  and  in  conclufion 
faid :  *  Mr.  £>uin,  you  have  done  very  well,  what  /hall 
I  do  for  you  ?  '  to  which  Quin  made  anrwer  with  great 
compliments,  of  which  he  had  command,  with  a 
grace,  '  that  your  Highnefs  would  be  pleafed  to  reftore 
me  to  my  Student's  -place ; '  which  he  did  accordingly, 
and  fo  he  kept  it  to  his  dying  day."  * 

Anthony  Wood  was  quite  a  fanatico  -per  la  mufica ; 
"  all  the  time  he  could  fpare  from  his  beloved  ftudies 
of  Englifh  Hiftory,  Antiquities,  Heraldry,  and  Genea- 
logies, he  fpent  in  the  moft  delightful  faculty  of  mufic, 
either  inftrumental  or  vocal :  and  if  he  had  miffed  the 
weekly  meetings  in  the  houfe  of  Will  Ellis,  he  could 
not  well  enjoy  himfelf  all  the  week  after."  By  his 
exertions  and  {kill,  and  the  aid  of  Wilfon  and  Ellis, 
the  deprived  organift  of  St.  John's,  and  others,  thefe 
weekly  meetings  were  got  up  at  their  feveral  houfes, 
and  fometimes  in  the  College  chambers,  where  they 
collected  together  full  bands  of  lutes,  viols  (bafs, 
tenor,  counter-tenor,  and  treble)  lyra-viols,  virginals, 
and  even  violins,  which  began  now  to  be  in  famion. 

Wood  gives  an  account  of  the  great  Baltzar,  from 
Lubeck,  who  came  at  this  time  to  Oxford,  to  difplay 
his  powers.  "  He  was  the  moft  famous  artift  for  the 
violin  that  the  world  had  yet  produced.  Anthony 
Wood  faw  him  run  up  his  fingers  to  the  end  of  the 

*  Life  of  Anthony  a  Wood,  p.  139. 
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finger-board  of  the  violin,  and  run  them  back  infenfibly 
and  all  in  alacrity,  and  in  very  good  tune,  which  he, 
nor  any  in  England,  faw  the  like  before.  Afterwards, 
he  came  to  one  of  the  weekly  meetings  at  Mr.  Ellis's 
houfe,  and  he  played  to  the  wonder  of  all  the  audi- 
tory, and  exercifing  his  fingers  and  inftrument  feveral 
ways  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power.  Wilfon,  thereupon, 
the  public  ProfefTor  (the  greateft  judge  of  mufick  that 
ever  was)  did,  after  his  humorfome  way,  ftoop  down 
to  Baltzar's  feet  to  fee  whether  he  had  a  Huff  (Hoof") 
on ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  fee  whether  he  was  devil,  or  not, 
becaufe  he  acted  beyond  the  parts  of  a  man.  None 
could  be  perfuaded  to  play  againft  him  in  concert  or  on 
the  violin.  At  length  the  company  perceiving  Anthony 
Wood  ftanding  behind  in  a  corner  near  the  door,  they 
haled  him  in  among  them,  and  play,  forfooth,  he  muft 
againft  him.  Whereupon,  not  being  able  to  avoid  it, 
he  took  up  a  violin,  and  behaved  himfelf,  as  poor 
Troylus  did  againft  Achilles.  He  was  abam'd  at  it ; 
yet  honour  he  got  by  playing  with,  and  againft  fuch  a 
grand  mafter  as  Baltzar  was." : 

Thus  the  loyal  "  Academians"  beguiled  the  fad  time, 
whilft  England  was  deploring  the  evils  me  had  brought 
on  herfelf.  The  Rebellion,  and  the  death  of  the 
King,  had  entailed  upon  all  clafles  their  own  heavieft 
punimment  in  a  feries  of  national  outrages,  refulting 
from  the  iron  bondage  of  a  military  defpotifm.  A 
bold  impiety  had  taken  from  the  people  all  love  of  fpi- 
ritual  things  :  the  Church  being  overthrown,  they  were 
given  up  alternately  to  profanenefs  and  hypocrify,  and 

*  Life  of  Anthony  a  Wood,  pp.  112-14. 
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forced  to  perjure  themfelves  with  fucceflive  oaths, 
engagements,  and  covenants,  under  pretext  of  exalting 
the  Gofpel  and  promoting  liberty.  Prefbyterians, 
Anabaptifts,  Independents,  Quakers,  Antinomians, 
Socinians,  Levellers,  and  Fifth-monarchy  men,  who 
agreed  only  in  hatred  to  the  Church,  and  in  contempt 
of  each  other,  became  at  length  themfelves  weary  of 
the  burden  of  their  own  manifold  confufions. 

In  the  midft  of  this  defolation,  when  all  defired 
fome  change,  a  releafe  was  providentially  prepared  by 
Him,  who  "  weighs  the  nations  in  a  balance."  The 
coming  deliverance  was  umered  in  by  the  gorgeous 
pageantry  of  Cromwell's  funeral.  After  his  death, 
the  difcordant  factions  of  the  "  Council  of  the 
Army,"  the  "  Council  of  State,"  and  the  "  Committee 
of  Safety,"  foretold  the  downfall  of  the  Republic. 
The  firft  fymptoms  of  returning  order  were  faint  and 
uncertain.  Hopes  and  fears  agitated  all  minds,  as  the 
Parliament,  or  Lambert,  or  Monk,  feemed  to  prevail : 
till  at  length  the  fecret  counfels  of  the  latter  took 
a  definite  courfe.  General  Monk*  declared  himfelf 
openly  for  the  King,  and  the  whole  nation  concurred 
in  his  joyful  Restoration  to  the  throne. 

No  fooner  was  the  news  brought  to  Oxford  than 
the  bells  rang,  and  bonfires  were  made.  A  grand 
mufical  meeting  was  held  in  the  public  fchool.  "  The 
gallery  was  full  of  the  female  fex ;  and  after  all  was 


*  It  is  recorded  in  an  epitaph,  printed  fhortly  after  his  death,  that  he 
triumphed  "  non  armorum  ftrepitu,  sed  conjiliorum  alto  filentio."  In  his 
patent  of  nobility  he  is  called  "Jine  fanguine  i^or."  Appendix  to 
Skinner's  Life  of  General  Monk,  1724 ;  and  his  Life  by  Guizot,  Bohn's 
edition,  1851,  p.  104. 
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concluded,  the  performers,  and  others,  retired  to  the 
Crowne  Tavern,  where  they  dranke  a  health  to  the 
King,  the  two  Dukes,  Monk,  &c.  Oxford  did 
exceed  any  place  of  its  bignefs"  on  the  day  of  Re- 
ftoration,  where  "the  jollity  continued  till  next 
morning.  The  world  of  England  was  perfectly  mad. 
They  were  freed  from  the  chains  of  darknefs  and 
confufion,  which  the  Prefbyterians  and  phanaticks 
had  brought  upon  them ;  yet  fome  of  thefe,  feeing 
then  what  mifchief  they  had  done,  tack'd  about  to 
participate  of  the  univerfal  joy,  and  at  length  clos'd 
with  the  Royal  parties."  * 

When  Charles  II.  took  porTefTion  of  his  palace  at 
Whitehall,  the  memory  of  paft  fufferings  was  for  a 
moment  loft  in  the  general  triumph.  What  then  muft 
have  been  the  gladnefs  of  the  Univerfity,  when  an 
order  came  down  from  the  Lords  in  Parliament,  that 
all  who  had  been  unjuftly  put  out  of  their  Head- 
fhips,  Fellowships,  and  other  offices  in  the  Colleges, 
mould  be  reftored !  Morley,  Fell,  Dolben,  Sanderfon, 
and  the  reft,  who  had  been  expelled  as  "  malignant 
and  fcandalous  recufants,"  were  reinftated.  "  The  fcene 
of  all  things  is  now  changed,  and  alterations  made  in 
the  countenances,  actions,  manners,  and  words  of  all 
men.  Thofe  that  had  laid  under  a  cloud  for  feveral 
years  behind,  appeared  with  cheerful  looks,  while 
others  that  had  then  flourifhed  dropped  away,  and 
withdrew  themfelves  privately ;  they  knowing  very 
well  that  they  had  eaten  other  men's  bread,  and  if  they 
fhould  ftay,  would  undergo  a  vifitation  and  cenfure 

*   Life  of  Anthony  a  Wood,  pp.  144-5. 
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by  thofe  men  they  themfelves  had  formerly  vifited. 
The  common  people  hugged  themfelves  up  with  the 
thoughts  of  a  King,  and  of  renewing  their  good  old 
caufe  ;  they  enjoyed  their  fports,  efpecially  May-games, 
more  this  year  than  hath  been  fince,  chiefly  in  oppo- 
fition  to  Prefbyterians  and  Fanatics,  who  had  mown 
great  anger  before  towards  them.  Further,  alfo,  they 
left  nothing  undone  whereby  they  might  exprefs  their 
joy.  The  Common  Prayer  Book,  and  Surplice, 
were  reftored  in  every  Church  and  Chapel :  and  the 
fervice  that  had  been  lately  practifed,  viz.,  a  Pfalm  or 
two,  two  Chapters,  and  a  prayer  of  the  Prieft's  own 
making,  with  a  little  more,  was  laid  afide.  All  tokens 
of  monarchy,  that  were  lately  defaced  or  obfcured  in 
the  Univerfity,  were  alfo  reftored,  and  new  furbifhed 
over,  and  whatever  was  as  yet  fit  to  be  introduced 
many  did  not  fpare  to  effect,  and  fome  outrun  and 
overdo  the  Law,  before  the  King  and  Parliament  had 
commanded.  But  juftice  muft  now  be  done,  ftatutes 
be  put  in  force,  and  men  have  their  rights,  and  enjoy 
their  places,  which  they  had  been  deprived  of  for  thefe 
twelve  years  paft."*  "But  they  who  were  reftored 
did  not  amount  to  one-fixth  part  of  thofe  ejected,  they 
being  either  dead,  or  married,  or  had  changed  their 
religion."^ 


*  Annals  of  Oxford,  vol.  ii.  p.  697. 
•j-    Ibid.  vol.  ii.  p.  701. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Ken  remains  at  Oxford  after  taking  his  Degree — Tutor  of 
New  College — Religious  DifcuJJions  after  the  Rejloration — 
Ken  admitted  to  Holy  Orders — Appointed  to  the  living  of 
Little  Eajlon — Refigns  the  Cure — Made  Chaplain  to  Bijhop 
Morley — Fellow  of  Winchejler  College — Reftor  of  Brigh- 
Jlone  in  the  IJle  of  Wight — Prebendary  of  Winchejler — 
Refigns  Brighftone — Appointed  to  Eajl  Woodhay. 

T  required  fome  time  for  the  Univerfity 
to  fober  down  from  the  tumult  of  re- 
joicings which  followed  the  Reftoration 
of  the  King. 

"  When  Oliver  was  dead,  and  Richard  difmounted,  the 
fcholars  talked  aloud,  drank  healths,  and  curfed  Meroz  in  the 
very  ftreets.  Infomuch,  that  when  the  King  came  in,  nay, 
when  he  was  but  voted  in,  they  were  not  only  like  them  that 
dream,  but  like  them  who  are  out  of  their  wits,  mad,  ftark- 
ftaring  mad.  To  ftudy  was  Fanaticifm^  to  be  moderate  was 
down-right  Rebellion  :  and  thus  it  continued  for  a  twelve- 
month ;  and  thus  it  would  have  continued  till  this  time,  if  it 
had  not  pleafed  God  to  raife  up  fome  Vice-Chancellors,  who 
ftemmed  the  torrent  which  carried  fo  much  filth  with  it."* 

It  was,  however,  a  great  happinefs  to  Oxford, 
that  the  men  who  were  reftored  to  the  offices  of 
authority  were  defervedly  efteemed  for  their  public 

*   Stephen  Penton's  "Guardian's  Inftruftion,"  1688,  izmo.  p. 44. 
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and  private  worth.  They  fet  themfelves  with  an 
effectual  energy  to  re-eftablifh  the  ancient  difcipline. 

"  In  defiance  of  the  loyal  zeal  of  the  Learned,  the  drunken 
zeal  of  Dunces,  and  the  great  amazement  of  young  Gentlemen, 
who  really  knew  not  what  they  would  have,  but  yet  made 
the  greateft  noife,  they  reduced  the  Univerfity  to  that  tem- 
perament, that  a  man  might  ftudy  and  not  be  thought  a 
Dullard,  might  be  fober  and  yet  a  Conformift,  a  fcholar  and 
yet  a  Church  of  England-man ;  and  from  that  time  the  Uni- 
verfity became  fober,  modeft,  and  ftudious  as  perhaps  any  in 
Europe."* 

Richard  Alleftry  undertook  one  of  the  Lectureships 
of  the  city  of  Oxford  folely  with  a  view  to  inftil 
principles  of  loyalty  into  the  minds  of  the  citizens ; 
for  he  never  received  any  part  of  the  profits,  but 
constantly  diftributed  them  among  the  poor,  f 

.  This  improved  condition  of  Oxford  accorded  well 
with  Ken's  quiet  difpofition  :  he  continued  his  ftudies, 
and  took  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  on  the  ?rd  of 

D  <J 

May,  1661.^  Mr.  Bowles's  fuggeftion,  that  he  may 
have  been  Tutor  in  his  College,  is  correct.  It  appears, 
from  the  Liber  Burfariorum  of  1661,  that  he  received 
twenty-five  millings  for  each  of  three  terms,  as  Lec- 
turer in  Logic,  and  an  equal  fum  for  one  term,  as 
Mathematical  Tutor ;  and  ten  millings  for  each  of 
two  terms,  as  Junior  Moderator  in  Logic.  Thus  he 
could  at  the  fame  time  train  his  brother  Wykehamifts, 
and  follow  out  his  own  plan  of  preparation  for  Holy 


*  Stephen  Penton's  "Guardian's  Inftruftion,"  p.  45. 
•f-   Biographia  Britannica,  vol.  i.  p.  112. 
J  Wood's  Fafti  Oxonienfes,  vol.  ii.  p.  140. 
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Orders.  And  if  at  all  times  the  Prieft's  office  demand 
a  fpirit  of  felf-facrifice,  it  did  fo  efpecially  at  this 
period,  when  the  Englifh  Church  had  not  yet  recovered 
from  her  long  depreflion.  The  return  of  kingly 
government  had  indeed  humed  the  ftorm  in  which 
me  had  been  well  nigh  fwept  away  :  *  but  if,  after  the 
lapfe  of  two  centuries,  me  ftill  fuffers  from  the  ravages 
of  the  Rebellion,  her  injuries  were  then  recent  and 
more  keenly  felt.  Her  difcipline  was  relaxed,  her 
doctrines  fet  at  nought,  her  fervices  but  partially 
reftored,f  her  revenues  alienated,  her  unity  broken 
into  fragments.  And  we  have  feen  how  the  people 
were  tainted  by  the  general  diforder  and  profligacy  of 
the  civil  war. 

Though  the  Church  was  in  this  fad  ftate,  Ken  had 
refolved  to  devote  himfelf  to  her  fervice,  and,  with 
the  zeal  of  a  courageous  and  watchful  Paftor,  to 
obey  the  Good  Shepherd's  injunction,  "  Feed  my 
lambs,  feed  my  fheep."  Oxford,  freed  from  the 
turmoil  of  the  Rebellion,  was  of  all  places  beft  fuited 
for  his  purpofe.  Here  he  could  purfue  a  courfe  of 


*  All  the  Bifhops  had  been  deprived  :  there  were  but  nine  alive  at  the 
time  of  the  Reftoration.  Had  Cromwell  lived,  it  is  difficult  to  fay  how 
they  could  have  maintained  the  canonical  fuccelfion.  This  was  a  fubjeft 
of  much  anxious  confultation  among  them.  See  Carwithen's  Hiftory  of 
the  Church  of  England,  and  edit.  vol.  ii.  pp.  2  56-9. 

f  We  may  judge  how  effeftually  the  Prefbyterians  had  fucceeded  in 
compelling  the  difufe  of  the  Liturgy,  from  Pepys's  Diary  fix  months  after 
the  Reftoration,  4-th  November,  1660;  "In  the  morning  to  our  own 
Church,  when  Mr.  Mills  did  begin  to  nibble  at  the  Common  Prayer  by 
faying  '  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  &c.,'  after  he  had  read  the  two  Pfalms : 
but  the  people  had  been  fo  little  ufed  to  it,  that  they  could  not  tell  what 
to  anfwer.  After  dinner  I  went  to  Weftminfter  Abbey,  where  the  firft 
time  that  ever  I  heard  the  organs  in  a  Cathedral." 

E   2 


52  Life  of  Thomas  Ken,          [1661 

theology  without  interruption.  The  Bodleian,  and 
his  College  library,  afforded  ample  (lores  of  reference, 
efpecially  in  the  works  of  the  primitive  Fathers,  thofe 
venerable  champions  of  Catholic  truth,  whom  earneft- 
minded  Chriftians,  and  efpecially  the  Reformers  of 
our  own  Church,  have  ever  held  in  honour,  as  wit- 
nefies  of  the  time  "when  Chriftian  religion  was  moft 
pure,  indeed  golden. "*  In  thefe  retreats,  cultivating 
his  natural  talents  by  a  judicious  courfe  of  ftudy,  he 
matured  himfelf  for  his  future  calling.  We  cannot 
now  expect  to  find  many  particulars  of  the  life  of 
an  Oxford  graduate  two  centuries  ago.  Ken's  youth- 
ful character  muft  be  read  in  the  account  of  his  riper 
years,  when  his  ftation  in  the  Church  called  into  public 
view  the  principles  which  he  had  imbibed.  But  every 
little  incidental  notice  of  his  habits  and  difpofition 
prepares  us  for  the  future.  Thomas  Hearne  men- 
tions, that  ct  he  was  even  then,  when  young,  and  a 
B.A.  of  New  College,  very  pious  and  charitable,  and 
ufed  always  to  have  fmall  money  to  give  away  con- 
ftantly,  as  he  walked  the  ftreets,  in  pence  or  twopences, 
or  more  at  a  time,  as  he  faw  proper  objects. "f 

Ken  was  too  young  to  take  any  part  in  the  religious 
difcuflions  that  followed  quickly  upon  the  King's 
return.  Had  he  been  then  a  Bifhop,  he  would  have 
ufed  his  influence  on  the  fide  of  conciliation,  to  mode- 
rate the  violent  reaction  of  public  opinion  againft  the 
Sectaries.  Judging  from  his  fentiments  afterwards, 
that  "  the  Church  of  England  teaches  me  charity  to 

*  Homily  againft  "Peril  of  Idolatry."  Third  part,  edition  1844, 
p.  z88. 

f  Thomas  Hearne's  MSS.  Journals  in  the  Bodleian,  vol.cvi.  p.  27 
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thofe  who  diflent  from  me,"  we  may  believe  that  he 
would  have  acted  in  the  fpirit  of  his  own  prayer  : — 

"  O  my  God,  amidft  the  deplorable  divifions  of  Thy 
Church,  let  me  never  widen  its  breaches,  but  give  me 
catholic  charity  to  all  that  are  baptized  in  Thy  Name,  and 
catholic  communion  with  all  Chriftians  in  defire.  O  give 
me  grace  to  pray  daily  for  the  peace  of  Thy  Church,  and 
earneftly  to  feek  it,  and  to  excite  all  I  can  to  love  and  praife 
Thee."* 

If  the  law  of  "  an  eye  for  an  eye"  was  to  be  exacted, 
the  Sectaries  met  with  a  juft  retribution  amid  the 
triumph  of  the  people.  But  if  the  Gofpel  be  the  law 
of  love,  which  mould  quicken  our  whole  being;  if 
forgivenefs  of  injuries  be  the  nobleft  prerogative  of 
Chriftians,  and  entail  the  choiceft  bleflings  on  thofe 
who  exercife  it,  the  Englifh  nation  forgot  the  one  and 
forfeited  the  other.  The  Prefbyterians,  who  had 
before  cc  endeavoured,  without  refpect  of  perfons,  the 
extirpation  of  prelacy,"  f  were  forward  to  promote 
the  Reftoration,  and  now  loft  no  time  in  exprefling 
their  defire  to  be  admitted  into  the  Church.  They 
were  willing  to  yield  many  points  for  fuch  a  recon- 
cilement, and  offered  the  late  Archbifhop  Uffher's 
fcheme  of  Epifcopacy  as  the  principle  of  accommo- 
dation. J 

If,  at  the  Reftoration,  the  Royalifts  and  Churchmen 
had  followed  the  example  of  Jacob,  in  the  affecting 
hiftory  of  his  reconciliation  with  Efau,  they  might 


*  Praftice  of  Divine  Love,  edition  1686,  8vo.  p.  50. 

f  See  the  "  Solemn  League  and  Covenant." 

\  Collier's  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory,  vol.  viii.  p.  403. 
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have  hoped  for  the  bleffing  of  peace,  which  rewarded 
the  meek  Patriarch.  Now  Efau  hated  his  brother 
Jacob,  and  fought  to  flay  him.  But  Jacob  prepared 
for  Efau  a  gift  of  peace.  "  For  he  faid,  I  will 
appeafe  him  with  a  prefent,  and  afterward  I  will  fee 
his  face :  peradventure  he  will  accept  me."  In  this 
temper  of  love  he  met  an  angel ;  and  the  angel  faid  to 
him,  "As  a  Prince  haft  thou  power  with  God,  and 
with  men,  and  haft  prevailed  :  "  "  and  he  blefTed  him 
there."  After  the  prefent  had  been  fent  forward,  the 
brothers  met,  <c  and  Jacob  bowed  himfelf  to  the 
ground,  and  Efau  ran  to  meet  him,  and  embraced  him, 
and  fell  on  his  neck,  and  kifled  him  :  and  they  wept."  * 
This  reminds  us  of  a  paflage  in  Ken's  fermon,  preached 
before  James  II.  at  Whitehall  after  he  was  Bifhop. 
The  fubject  was,  the  permitted  Jufferings  of  the  Church 
of  England  for  her  Jins,  under  the  type  of  the  "  Re- 
formed Church  of  Judah."  In  allufion  to  the  DifTenters, 
under  the  figure  of  the  Edomites,  the  children  of  pro- 
phane  Efau,  he  fays,  "And  whenever  fuch  enemies  as 
thefe  attempt  the  ruin  of  God's  Church,  our  Saviour 
has  taught  His  followers  how  to  encounter  them ; 
*  love  your  enemies ;  blejs  them  that  curje  you ;  do  good 
to  them  that  hate  you ;  and  •pray  for  them  that  dejpite- 
fully  ufe  you,  and  perfecute  you.'  "f 

It  was  during  the  courfe  of  his  ftudies  at  New 
College  that  Ken  was  deprived  by  death  of  his  fifter, 
Anne  Walton,  on  the  iyth  of  April,  1662.^  This  lofs 

*  Genefis  xxxiii.  4. 

•f-  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  144. 

I  Walton  placed  a  tablet  to  her  memory  in  Worcefter  Cathedral, 
where  me  was  buried,  in  the  "  Lady  Chapel,"  with  the  following  affec- 
tionate teftimony  to  her  worth  : — 
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muft  have  touched  him  fenfibly.  To  her  affectionate 
care  of  him  in  his  earlieft  years — to  her  piety  and  pru- 
dence, "  her  talents  and  acquirements,  which  were  of 
a  fuperior  order,"  we  may  attribute  much  of  the 
early  bias  given  to  his  character. 

The  ferious  and  happy  time  of  his  receiving  Holy 
Orders  at  length  arrived.  Having  prepared  himfelf 
by  ftudy  and  prayer,  and  chaftifement  of  the  will,  to 
forfake  the  allurements  and  aims  of  the  world,  he 
attained  to  a  humble  "  truft  that  he  was  inwardly 
moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  take  upon  him  this 
office  and  miniftration,  to  ferve  God  for  the  pro- 
moting of  His  glory,  and  the  edifying  of  His 
people."*  He  muft  have  imbibed  at  an  early  age 


Ex  TERRIS. 

M.  S. 

Here  lyeth  buried  fo  much  as 

could  dye  of  ANNE,  the  Wife  of 

IZAAK  WALTON, 

who  was 

a  woman  of  remarkable  prudence, 
and  of  the  primitive  piety;  her  great 
and  general  knowledge  being  adorned 
with  fuch  true  humility,  and  bleft 
with  fo  much  Chriftian  meeknefs,  as 
made  her  worthy  of  a  more  memorable 

monument. 

She  dyed  (Alas,  that  (he  is  dead  !) 
the  iyth  of  April,  1662,  Aged  52. 

STUDY  TO  BE  LIKE  HER. 

Life  of  Izaak  Walton,  by  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  (prefixed  to  The  Com- 
plete Angler,  Pickering's  ed.,  p.  Ixx.),  who  iuggefts,  with  great  pro- 
bability, that  me  died  in  the  Palace  at  Worcefter,  whilft  on  a  vifit  with 
her  hufband  to  his  intimate  friend  Dr.  George  Morley,  Bifhop  of  the 
Diocefe. 

*  Ordination  Service. 

E  4 
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the  love  of  God,  which  was  fo  conftantly  exemplified 
throughout  his  more  advanced  years.  Some  men 
are  more  or  lefs  holy  in  their  lives  from  a  fenfe  of 
the  beauty  of  moral  virtue ;  fome  from  the  hope  of 
prefent  or  future  reward;  others  from  fear  of  the 
confequences  of  fin.  The  governing  principle  of 
Ken's  life  was  the  LOVE  OF  GOD.  If  we  defire  a  key 
to  the  exact  eftimate  of  his  character,  as  circumftances 
unfold  it  to  us,  we  mall  find  it  in  this  remarkable 
particular, — that  loving  God  fupremely  above  all,  he 
fought  firft,  and  before  every  other  object,  to  glorify 
Him.  To  this  the  whole  man  was  dedicated,  in  the 
full  meafure  of  his  capacities  and  opportunities. 
Under  all  changes  of  fortune,  we  mail  perceive  a  fim- 
plicity  of  heart,  a  quiet  fecurity  of  refolve,  unfwayed 
by  any  fear  or  motive  of  the  world,  a  calm,  generous, 
cheerful  confidence,  which  could  never  have  been  fo 
uniform,  had  his  defires  and  confidence  been  fixed  on 
any  object  fhort  of  heaven.  His  fermons,  poems, 
prayers,  and  expositions, — above  all  the  actions  of  his 
chequered  life,  exhibit  forcibly  that  habitual  fupreme 
ardour  of  love,  which  we  call  devotion.  It  muft  have 
grown  with  his  growth,  until  it  formed  an  eflential  part 
of  his  nature.  This  "  Love  of  God,"  as  he  himfelf 
fays,  "  is  a  Grace  rather  to  be  felt  than  defined.  It  is 
the  general  inclination  and  tendency  of  the  whole 
man,  of  his  heart,  and  foul,  and  ftrength,  of  all  his 
powers  and  affections,  of  the  utmoft  ftrength  of  them 
all,  to  God,  as  his  chief  and  only,  and  perfect,  and 
infinite  Good." 

Even  his  familiar  letters  begin  and  end  with  fome 
expreflion  of  holy  zeal ; — as,  "  All  glory  to  God ;  " — 
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"  God  keep  us  in  His  reverential  fear  and  love  ;  " — 
or,  "  God  keep  us  refigned  to  His  will,  and  mindful 
of  eternity,"  &c.  If  we  open  his  "  Practice  of  Divine 
Love"  in  any  part,  this  abforbing  affection  is  at  once 
prefented  to  us.  To  give  only  one  paflage : — 

"  I  believe,  O  my  God,  that  Thou  art  a  Spirit  moft  pure, 
and  holy,  and  infinite  in  all  perfe&ions,  in  Power,  and  Know- 
ledge, and  Goodnefs  ;  that  Thou  art  eternal,  immutable,  and 
omnifcient ;  all  Love,  all  Glory  be  to  Thee.  I  believe  that 
Thou  art  moft  wife  and  juft,  moft  happy  and  glorious,  and 
all-fufficient,  moft  gracious  and  merciful,  and  tender,  and 
benign,  and  liberal,  and  beneficent ;  all  Love,  all  Glory  be  to 
Thee.  I  believe  Thy  Divine  Nature,  O  my  God,  to  be  in 
all  refpe&s  amiable,  to  be  Amiablenefs  itfelf,  to  be  LOVE 
itfelf ;  and  therefore  I  love,  I  admire,  I  praife,  and  I  adore 
Thee.  Thou,  Lord,  art  my  Hope,  my  Truft,  my  Life,  my 
Joy,  my  Glory,  my  God,  my  All,  my  LOVE."* 

It  is  doubtful  at  what  precife  time  he  was  ordained. 
Search  has  been  made  in  the  records  of  various  Dio- 
cefes  to  difcover  the  date ;  but  it  has  proved  fruitlefs. 
Hawkins  does  not  inform  us  ;  Bowles  fuppofes  it  to 
have  been  foon  after  he  took  his  degree  in  1661  ;  f 
Wood,  that  it  was  after  his  Matter's  degree  in  1664. 
It  mull  have  been  fome  time  in  1662,  when  he  was 
twenty-five  years  old.  In  the  Liber  Burfariorum  of 
that  year,  there  is  an  entry,  under  the  head  of  "  Solutio 
fafta  SACERDOTIBUS,"  "Sol.Dno.Kenpro  ^bus  Terminis 
i/.  ioj."  Wood  intimates  that  he  was  made  Chap- 
lain to  Lord  Maynard,  as  his  fir  ft  ftep  to  promotion.^ 


*   Praftice  of  Divine  Love,  edition  1686,  p. ai. 
f  Bowles's  Life  of  Ken,  vol.  i.  p.  9 1 . 
\  Ath.  Oxon.  vol.  ii.   p.  989. 


58  Life  of  Thomas  Ken,         [1662 

Bowles*  and  Woodf  fay  his  firft  living  was  Brighftone, 
in  the  Ifle  of  Wight;  Hawkins,  Eaft  Woodhay,  in 
Hampfhire.  £  But  it  is  certain  that  he  was  inftituted 
on  the  prefentation  of  William,  Lord  Maynard,  to  the 
Rectory  of  Little  Eafton,  in  the  hundred  of  Dunmow 
in  EfTex,  on  the  2oth  of  Auguft,  i663,§  ftill  re- 
taining his  Fellowmip  at  New  College.  Wood  feems 
to  have  miftaken  this  for  an  appointment  as  Chaplain. 
Hawkins  does  not  mention  the  Chaplaincy,  and  there  is 
no  record  of  it  in  the  Faculty  Office ;  on  the  contrary, 
we  find  an  entry  of  the  appointment  of  David  Nichols, 
as  Chaplain  to  Lord  Maynard,  in  the  preceding 
year.  ||  There  is  a  letter  in  New  College  from  Ken  to 
the  Warden,  which  might  lead  to  the  inference  that  he 
was  even  at  this  early  period,  Chaplain  to  Bimop 
Morley.  It  is  dated  6th  Auguft,  1663,  and  afks 
leave  of  abfence  till  the  following  Eafter,  faying  that 
his  cc  abfence  is  contriv'd  by  my  Lord  of  Winton 
himfelf."  But  it  appears  more  probable  that  he  was 
not  Chaplain  to  the  Bimop  until  fome  time  in  1665. 

The  Parifh  Church  of  Little  Eafton  is  juft  without 
the  limits  of  the  Park  of  Eafton  Lodge,  the  feat  of 
Lord  Maynard.  Ken  had  the  happinefs  to  be  fup- 
ported  in  his  efforts  for  the  good  of  his  people  by  the 
countenance  and  example  of  the  noble  family  at  the 
Lodge.  In  his  funeral  fermon  on  Lady  Margaret 


*  Bowles's  Life  of  Ken,  vol.i.  p.  115. 

f   Ath.  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  p.  989.  J  Life  of  Ken,  p.  6. 

§  "  EASTON  PARVA  :  P.  Dunmow.  Thomas  Ken,  20  Aug.  1663, 
per  mortem  Dockley.  Wms.  Doms.  Maynard,  Bn-  Eafton."  Records 
of  the  Diocefe  of  London,  in  the  Faculty  Office. 

||  Records  of  the  Faculty  Office,  April  28,  1662. 
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Maynard,*  twenty  years  afterwards,  we  have  this 
teftimony  to  the  friendfhip  that  fubfifted  between 
them : — 

"  Say,  all  you  who  have  been  eye-witneffes  to  her  life,  did 
you  from  her  very  cradle  ever  know  her  other  than  a  gracious 
woman  ?  As  to  myfelf  I  have  had  the  honour  to  know  her 
near  twenty  years,  and  to  be  admitted  to  her  mojl  intimate 
thoughts ;  and  I  cannot  but  think,  upon  the  utmoft  of  my 
obfervation,  that  me  always  preferved  her  baptifmal  inno- 
cence, and  that  me  never  committed  any  one  mortal  fin, 
which  put  her  out  of  the  ftate  of  grace.  Infomuch,  that 
after  all  the  frequent  and  fevere  examinations  of  her  own 
confcience,  her  confeffions  were  made  up  of  no  other  than 
fins  of  infirmity,  and  yet  even  for  them  me  had  as  deep 
humiliation,  and  as  penitential  a  forrow,  as  high  a  fenfe  of  the 
Divine  forgivenefs,  and  lov'd  as  much,  as  if  me  had  much  to 
be  forgiven ." f 

We  gather  valuable  notices  of  his  own  miniftry 
from  this  eloquent  fermon  in  praife  of  his  early  friend. 
When  he  applauds  Lady  Margaret  for  "  daily  fre- 
quenting the  Jervice  of  the  Temple,"  and  for  <c  offering 
up  to  God,  morning  and  evening,  the  public  Jervices"  he 
clearly  indicates  that  he  was  himfelf  in  Church  to  lead 
them.  He  would  furely  not  have  reminded  the  people 
how  "  to  prayers  Jhe  added  fa/ling,  till  her  weaknefs 
made  it  impojjible  to  her  conftitution"  unlefs  he  had  in 
his  daily  walk  fet  them  the  example  of  a  ftrict  and 

*  She  was  Lady  Margaret  Murray  before  her  marriage,  being 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Dyfart,  in  Scotland ;  filter  allb  to  the  Duchefs 
of  Lauderdale. 

f  A  SERMON  preached  at  the  Funeral  of  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lady  Margaret  Maynard,  at  Little  Eafton  in  Effex,  on  the  3oth  of  June, 
1682,  by  Dr.  Thomas  Ken.  On  Prov.xi.  16,  "A  Gracious  Woman 
retaineth  Honour  -.  "  4.10.  1688,  3rd  edit. 
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auftere  life.  When  he  fpeaks  of  her  "  enlarged  devo- 
tions on  the  Fafts  and  Feftivals  of  the  Church"  who  but 
himfelf  encouraged  and  aflifted  her  in  them  ?  *  If  "Jhe 
never  failed  on  all  opportunities  to  approach  the  Holy 
Altar,  came  with  a  fpiritual  hunger  and  thirft  to  that 
heavenly  feaft,  and  communicated  with  a  lively  and 
endearing  remembrance  of  her  crucified  Saviour,"  it 
was  himfelf  who  afforded  thofe  frequent  occasions. 

We  may  fee  in  his  Paftoral  Letter  to  the  Clergy  of 
his  diocefe,  after  he  became  a  Biihop,  f  how  earneftly 
he  exhorts  them  to  the  duty  of  daily  fervice.  "  But 
your  greateft  zeal,"  he  fays,  <f  muft  be  fpent  for  the 
public  prayers,  in  the  conftant  and  devout  ufe  of  which, 
the  public  fafety,  both  of  Church  and  State,  is  highly 
concerned.  Be  Jure  then  to  offer  up  to  God,  every  day, 
the  Morning  and  Evening  Prayer ;  offer  it  up  in  your 
family  at  leaft  ;  or  rather,  as  far  as  your  circumftances 
willpojjibly  permit,  offer  it  up  in  the  Church.  Go,  though 
you  go  alone,  or  but  with  one  befides  yourfelf ;  and  there, 
as  God's  Remembrancer,  keep  not  filence,  and  give 
Him  no  reft,  till  He  eftablifh,  till  He  make  Jerufalem  a 
praife  in  the  earth.'  "^  He  knew  the  practical  value  of 
daily  fervice  as  enjoined  by  the  Rubric  ;  and  that,  if 
men  are  to  have  their  affections  raifed  to  fomething 
higher  than  this  care-worn  world,  it  muft  be  through 
the  confiftent  example  of  a  devout,  ftedfaft,  laborious 

*  See  Ken's  Praftice  of  Divine  Love,  in  the  Expofition  of  the  Fourth 
Commandment :  "  Give  me  grace  to  fanftify  the  Feafts  and  Fafts  of 
Thy  Church,  as  in  the  number  of  thofe  happy  days,  fet  apart  for  the 
remembrance  of  Thy  Love."  Edit.  1686,  p.  84. 

f  A  Paftoral  Letter  from  the  Bimop  of  Bath  and  Wells  to  his 
Clergy,  concerning  their  Behaviour  during  Lent.  1686,  410. 

J  Ifaiah  Ixii.  6,  7. 
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clergy.  How  can  the  people  be  expected  to  obey  the 
injunctions  of  the  Church,  if  their  Paftors  maintain  a 
different  rule,  after  the  varying  ftandard  of  their  own 
judgment  and  convenience  ?  It  is  vain  to  preach  to 
them  the  privileges  of  public  worfhip,  fo  long  as  the 
Priefts  themfelves  difobey,  and  keep  their  Church 
doors  clofed  againft  the  "  little  flock  ! "  There  may 
on  Sundays  be  a  gathering  of  the  refined  and  educated, 
brought  up  in  a  love  of  order,  and  willing  to  attend 
once  a  week,  if  only  to  fet  an  example  to  their  houfe- 
hold  and  dependents.  But  the  poor,  the  labourer, 
the  rude  uncultivated  mafs, — ftill  more  the  fabbath- 
breaker,  the  drunkard,  the  licentious  and  unbelieving, 
will  never  be  converted  from  the  power  of  evil  under 
a  languid  inexpreflive  fyftem,  fuch  as  now  prevails  in 
the  majority  of  our  parifhes. 

The  memorable  Dr.  Hammond,  in  his  "  Vindi- 
cation of  the  Ancient  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of 
England,"  exprefTes  an  opinion,  that  its  abolition  in 
the  time  of  the  Rebellion  might  have  been  •permitted 
by  God  in  judgment  for  (among  other  things)  the  difufe 
of  Daily  Service,  or,  as  he  calls  it,  "  our  general 
fcandalous  unexcufable  difobedience  to  the  command  of 
our  Church,  which  requires  that  Service  to  be  ufed 
conftantly  in  public  every  day"*  It  was  a  rule  adopted 
by  Bifhop  Wilfon,  in  conformity  with  "  the  Church's 
exprefs  command  in  one  of  the  Kubricks  before  the 
Calendar,  never  to  mifs  the  Church's  -public  devotions 
twice  a  day,  when  unavoidable  bufinefs,  want  of 


*  Lives  of  Englifh  Divines,  by  William  Henry  Teale,  M.A.,  1846, 
p.  137. 
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health,   or   of   a  church,   as   in   travelling,   does   not 
hinder."* 


"WHY  ARE  THE  CHURCH  DOORS  SHUT?" 

Why  are  our  Churches  fhut  with  jealous  care, 
Bolted  and  barr'd  againft  our  boforrTs  yearning, 

Save  for  the  few  fhort  hours  of  Sabbath  prayer, 
With  the  bell's  tolling  fteadily  returning  ? 

Why  are  they  fliut  ? 

What !  (hall  the  Church, — the  Houfe  of  Prayer  no  more, — 

Give  tacit  notice  from  its  fattened  portals, 
That  for  fix  days  'tis  ufelefs  to  adore, 

Since  God  will  hold  no  communings  with  mortals  ? 
Why  are  they  fhut  ? 

Are  there  no  finners  in  the  cheerlefs  week, 

Who  wifh  to  fanftify  a  vow'd  repentance  ? 
Are  there  no  hearts  bereft,  which  fain  would  feek 

The  only  balm  for  Death's  unpitying  fentence  ? 
Why  are  they  fhut  ? 

Are  there  no  poor,  no  wrong'd,  no  heirs  of  grief, 
No  fick,  who  when  their  ftrength  or  courage  falters, 

Long  for  a  moment's  refpite  or  relief, 

By  kneeling  at  the  God  of  Mercy's  altars  ? 

Why  are  they  fhut  ? 

If  there  be  one — one  only — who  might  fhare 

This  fanflifying  week-day  adoration, 
Were  but  our  Churches  open  to  his  prayer, 

Why,  I  demand  with  earneft  iteration — 

Why  are  they  fhut  ? 

HORACE  SMITH. 

The  lower  orders  of  the  people  have  a  keen  fenfe  of 
the  nonconformity  of  thofe  fet  over  them,  and  of  their 
equal  right  to  adopt  their  own  meajure  of  obedience. 

*  Crutwell's  Life  of  Thomas  Wilfon,  D.D.,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Sodor 
and  Man,  4to.  1781,  vol.  ii.  p.  7.  Many  other  great  authorities  might 
be  given  to  the  fame  purport,  if  fpace  would  permit. 
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Many  perhaps  could  not,  or  would  not  at  firft,  attend 
the  daily  fervices,  or  obferve  the  feftivals,  even  if 
offered  to  them ;  yet  they  can  appreciate  the  affec- 
tionate and  untiring  zeal  of  their  clergy  in  giving  them 
the  opportunity.  Of  this  we  have  a  touching  example 
in  "  fome  of  the  meaner  fort"  of  George  Herbert's 
parim,  "  who  did  fo  love  and  reverence  him,  that  they 
would  let  their  plough  reft  when  his  Saints-bell  rung 
to  prayers,  that  they  might  alfo  offer  their  devotions 
to  God  with  him  ;  and  would  then  return  back  to  their 
plough.  And  his  moft  holy  life  was  fuch,  that  it 
begot  fuch  reverence  to  God  and  to  him,  that  they 
thought  themfelves  the  happier,  when  they  carried 
Mr.  Herbert's  blefling  back  with  them  to  their  labour. 
Thus  powerful  was  his  reafon  and  example  to  perfuade 
others  to  a  practical  piety  and  devotion."  *  And  what, 
if  there  be  fome  within  the  parim  who  fecretly  figh 
after  the  abfent  fervices,  and  are  debarred  from  the 
fympathy  of  common  prayer  ?  what,  if  the  aged  and 
infirm,  or  the  fuffering,  or  the  penitent,  long  to  wend 
their  way  to  the  fancluary — and  may  not  ?  Who  mail 
bear  the  reproach  ?  or  who  render  the  account  ? 

Lady  Margaret  was  a  woman  of  admirable  under- 
ftanding  and  faithful  memory,  cultivated  by  reading 
and  reflection : — 

"  She  took  not  up  her  religion  on  an  implicit  Faith,  or 
from  Education  only,  but  from  a  well-ftudied  choice,  directed 
by  God's  Holy  Spirit,  whofe  guidance  me  daily  invoked,  and 
when  once  me  had  made  that  choice,  me  was  immoveable 
as  a  rock,  and  fo  well  fathfied  in  the  Catholic  faith^  profejt 

*  Life  of  George  Herbert,  Zouch's  edition  of  Walton's  Lives,  vol.  ii. 
p.  95. 


64  Life  of  Thomas  Ken,         [1662 

in  the  Church  of  England^  that  I  make  no  doubt,  but  fhe 
always  liv'd,  not  only  with  the  ftri&nefs  of  a  primitive  Saint, 
but  with  the  refolution  alfo  of  a  Martyr.  It  was  ftrange  to 
hear  how  ftrongly  fhe  would  argue,  how  clearly  fhe  under- 
ftood  the  force  of  a  confequence,  and  how  ready  at  all  times 
fhe  was  l  to  give  a  reafcn  of  the  hope  that  was  in  her  with 
meeknefs  and  fear.'  Her  letters,  which  were  found  in  her 
cabinet,  not  to  be  delivered  till  after  her  death,  and  very  many 
others  in  the  hands  of  her  relations,  fufficiently  fhow  how 
good,  and  how  great  fhe  was.  They  are  penn'd  in  fo  proper 
and  unaffected  a  ftyle,  and  animated  throughout  with  fo 
divine  a  fpirit,  and  fuch  ardours  of  devotion  and  charity,  as 
might  have  become  a  Proba^  or  Monica^  or  the  moft  eminent 
of  her  fex." 

Ken  adds,  "  when  fhe  came  home  from  Church,  fhe 
recollected  and  wrote  out  of  her  memory  abstracts  of 
all  the  fermons  fhe  heard,  which  are  in  great  numbers 
amongft  her  papers."  Search  has  been  made  without 
fuccefs  for  thefe  abftracts.  If  we  may  judge  from 
Ken's  few  difcourfes  that  are  extant,  they  would  have 
deferved  the  praife  beftowed  on  Lactantius,*  of  a  divine 
fluent  excellence,  favouring  of  a  mind  that  was  truly 
mortified,  and  intended  to  bring  his  auditors  to  a  re- 
folved  courfe  of  fanctification  and  piety. 

It  was  no  flight  teftimony  to  Ken's  worth  to  have 
gained,  at  that  early  age,  the  friendfhip  of  this  noble- 
minded  woman,  and  of  Lord  Maynard,  who  was  in  all 
refpecls  worthy  of  fuch  a  wife.  His  unbending  loyalty, 
and  firm  adherence  to  the  fortunes  of  the  King,  had 
expofed  him  to  the  violence  of  Cromwell.  Though 
his  zeal  in  the  royal  caufe  had  brought  upon  him  an 

*  The  Glory  of  their  Times ;  or,  Lives  of  the  Primitive  Fathers, 
1640.  8vo.  p. 152. 
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impeachment  by  the  Parliament  in  1647,*  he  was  one 
of  the  fmall  but  fearlefs  number  of  Peers  who  met  in 
their  Houfe,  and  unanimoufly  refufed  to  concur  with 
the  Commons  in  their  refolution  to  bring  Charles  to  a 
public  trial.  Lord  Maynard's  great  authority  at  Court 
after  the  Reftoration  f  may  have  had  fome  influence 
on  Ken's  later  advancement :  but  his  merits  were  too 
well  known  both  at  Oxford  and  Winchefter  to  permit 
his  remaining  long  in  the  retirement  of  Little  Eafton. 
Befides,  it  was  natural  that  Izaak  Walton,  the  friend 
of  Bifhops  Sheldon,  Sanderfon,  and  Duppa, — and, 
above  all,  of  the  munificent  Morley, — mould  fee  his 
brother  Ken  advanced  to  more  refponfible  duties,  and 
a  wider  fphere  of  ufefulnefs. 

Notwithftanding  their  different  Stations  in  life,  a 
warm  and  lafting  attachment  fubfifted  between  Morley 
and  Walton.  The  divine  was  ardent,  the  layman 
placid  in  temperament ;  but  their  friendship  was 
cemented  by  an  agreement  of  opinion  on  fubjedls  of 
deepeft  intereft  to  them,  as  Chriftian  men, — by  the  fame 
enduring  loyalty,  and  the  fame  Studious  devout  courfe 


*   Collins's  Peerage,  vol.  vi.  p.  491. 

f  He  was  made  Comptroller  of  the  Houfehold  to  Charles  II.,  but 
was  removed  in  the  reign  of  James  II.  becaufe  he  would  not  compromife 
his  religious  principles.  Markland's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  46.  He  was  a 
munificent  benefaftor  to  the  Church.  In  Kennett's  Cafe  of  Impro- 
priations  (8vo.  1704,  p.  323)  his  piety  is  thus  recorded: — "We  are 
lately  told  that  the  Honourable  William,  Lord  Maynard,  within  the 
fpace  of  three  years,  gave  by  will  4,ooo/.  to  charitable  ufes,  and  the  one 
half  of  it  for  the  augmentation  of  Thaxted  Vicarage  ;  and,  in  the  next 
year,  his  pious  and  charitable  fifter,  the  Lady  Bovey,  who  had  given 
much  in  her  lifetime,  bequeathed  3oo/.  at  her  death  to  the  Vicarage  of 
Warden,  in  Bedfordshire."  This  ftatement  is  made  by  Kennett  on  the 
authority  of  "  The  Reafonablenefs  of  the  Augmentation  of  poor  Vicarages," 
Preface,  p.  x. 
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of  life.  Walton  was  at  this  time,  and  had  been  for  feveral 
years,  either  at  Worcefter  or  Winchefter,  the  conftant 
and  familiar  inmate  of  the  Bifhop's  Palace.*  Under 
his  roof  he  wrote  the  Lives  of  Richard  Hooker,  George 
Herbert,  and  Bifhop  Sanderfon,  revifed  his  former 
Lives  of  Dr.  Donne  and  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  and  alfo, 
in  a  fifth  and  laft  edition,  enlarged  his  Complete  Angler. 

Here,  alfo,  we  may  believe,  Ken  had  often  found  a 
welcome,  in  the  intervals  of  his  later  ftudies  at  Oxford. 
His  devout  tone  of  mind,  his  fimple  manners,  and  lively 
converfation,  could  not  but  attract  the  Bifhop's  efteem, 
as  they  had  won  the  confidence  of  others.  Wherever 
he  had  been  he  had  behaved  himfelf  wifely,  for  he 
loved  his  Mailer's  fervice  :  this  was  in  reality  the  fecret 
fpring  of  his  gradual  rifmg  to  greater  eminence  in  the 
Church.  The  author  of  the  Life  of  John  Kettlewell 
fays,  "  Bifhop  Morley  had  a  particular  regard  for 
Thomas  Ken."f 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  January,  1664,  he  took  the  degree 
of  Mafter  of  Arts.^  Having  retained  the  Rectory  of 
Little  Eafton  for  two  years,  he  refigned  it  into  the 
hands  of  his  friend  Lord  Maynard,  on  the  nth  of 
April,  1665.^  It  was  now,  perhaps,  that  Bifhop 
Morley  called  him  to  Winchefter,  and  made  him  his 
own  chaplain.  ||  Anthony  Wood  and  the  author  of 
Kettlewell's  Life,^[  copying  from  Hawkins,**  date  this 

*  Bifhop  Morley  was  confecrated  to  Worcefter,  i8th  O£k>ber,  1660, 
and  tranflated  to  Winchefter  in  1662.  f  8vo.  1718,  p. 423. 

}  Wood's  Fafti  Oxonienfes,  vol.  ii.  p.  158. 

§  Records  of  the  Diocefe  of  London,  "  EASTON  PARVA.  Jos. 
Plume  S.  T.  B.  n  April,  1665,  per  cefs.  Tho.  Kenne." 

||   Athenae  Oxonienfes,  vol.  ii.  p.  989. 

^[  P.  423,  8vo.  ed.  1718.  **  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  6. 
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appointment  in  1667  :  but  that  is  clearly  too  late. 
And  probably  1665  was  the  period  when  he  firft  un- 
dertook the  gratuitous  cure  of  St.  John's,  a  forfaken 
parifh  in  the  Soke  at  Winchefter,  which  alfo  fome 
years  afterwards  appears  to  have  formed  part  of  his 
laborious  duties. 

Anthony  Wood  fays  of  Ken's  Oxford  life,  that  "his 
towardlinefs  towards  good  letters  and  virtue  were  ob- 
ferved  by  the  Seniors : "  therefore  his  merits  were  well 
known  to  the  Warden  and  Fellows  of  Winchefter, 
who  had  themfelves  all  been  at  New  College.  On  a 
vacancy  occurring  at  Winchefter,  he  was  unanimoufly 
elected  a  Fellow  on  the  8th  of  December,  1666,  re- 
figning,  of  courfe,  his  Oxford  Fellowmip.*  Thus 
he  found  himfelf  reftored  to  the  beloved  fcene  of 
his  youth, — the  venerable  and  claflic  Winchefter. 
"  There  his  moft  exemplary  goodnefs  and  piety  did 
eminently  exert  itfelf ;  for  that  College  being  chiefly 
defigned  by  its  Founder  for  a  retired  and  ftudious  life, 
what  could  a  great  and  generous  fpirit  propofe  but  the 
good  of  fouls,  and  the  glory  of  that  God,  to  whom  he 
conftantly  afcribed  it,  even  in  his  moft  familiar  letters. 
For  '  Glory  to  God'  was  his  conftant  Prefcript  to  all 
his  letters  and  papers." f  But  the  life  of  a  reclufe  was 
adverfe  to  the  bent  of  his  defires.  Some  refponfible 
work  in  the  cure  of  fouls  was  better  adapted  to  one  fo 

*  See  Records  of  Winchefter  College.  He  did  not  in  afterlife  forget 
his  old  chambers,  the  "  Rofe"  and  "  BaptifTs  Head."  ff  As  foon  as  his 
circumftances  would  permit,  he  gave  to  New  College  upwards  of  one 
hundred  pounds,  as  a  fmall  acknowledgment  for  his  education,  and 
towards  the  erefting  of  their  New  Building."  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken, 
p.  3. 

f  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  4. 
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loving  and  zealous,  and  fo  highly  gifted.  The  Bifhop, 
therefore,  on  the  6th  of  July,  1667,  collated  him  to 
the  Rectory  of  Brighftone,* — a  cheerful  little  village 
on  the  funny  fide  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  fheltered  from 
cold  winds  by  overhanging  hills,  with  a  goodly  church, 
and  a  near  profpect  of  the  fea. 

There,  removed  from  the  obfervation  of  all  but  his 
fmall  confiding  flock,  he  again  exercifed  himfelf  in  the 
duties  of  the  Chriftian  miniftry,  perfuading  men  to  the 
fear  of  God,  and  converting  them  from  the  power  of 
fin  to  the  free  love  of  their  Heavenly  Father.  If  there 
be  "joy  in  the  prefence  of  the  Angels  of  God  over 
one  finner  that  repenteth,"  what  an  accefllon  of  delight 
mail  it  be  to  a  faithful  prieft  to  meet  that  foul  in 
Heaven,  reclaimed  from  fin,  and  brought  back  to  the 
fold  by  his  holy  counfels,  his  example,  and  his  prayers  ! 
No  voice,  perhaps,  may  proclaim  his  praife  on  earth, 
—not  even  gratitude  repay  his  fervice :  yet  when  the 
Lamb  mail  open  the  Seals,  and  that  one  be  found 
written  "  in  the  book  of  remembrance,"  as  having 
feared  the  Lord,  and  thought  upon  His  Name,— 
then  he  that  was  turned  to  righteoufnefs,  and  he  that 
was  the  happy  inftrument,  "  mail  be  Mine,  faith  the 
Lord,  in  that  day  when  I  make  up  My  jewels." 

Brighftone  was  about  four  miles  from  Carifbrook 
Caftle.  Surely  one  "  brought  up  at  the  feet"  of  fuch 
devoted  loyalifts  as  Morley  and  Walton,  would  fome- 
times  vifit  the  fpot  (ftill  hallowed  to  our  recollections) 
where  Charles  I.,  twenty  years  before,  had  been  im- 

*   In  the  Ordination  Books  of  the  Record  Office  it  is  fpelt, 

"  BRIXTON,   6   July,   1667.      Thomas  Ken,   Clericus,   A.M., 
per  mortem  Richardi  Ruflell." 
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prifoned.  Ken  could  not  but  remember  the  late 
King's  martyrdom  :  with  what  deep  and  melancholy 
intereft,  therefore,  would  he  trace  the  paths  where 
he  had  walked  for  his  exercife  on  the  ramparts,  and 
played  at  bowls  on  the  barbican !  There,  as  he  looked 
out  "on  the  delightful  profpect.  both  to  the  fea  and 
land,"*  he  would  recall  the  anxious  times  when  the 
royal  captive  had  converfed,  on  that  very  fpot,  with 
Hammond  and  Sheldon,  on  the  difmal  ftate  of  the 
Church,  and  the  crifis  of  his  own  fortunes.  He  would 
probably  linger  in  the  denuded  room,  where  Charles 
ufed  to  beguile  the  wearifome  hours  in  reading  "  the 
facred  Scripture,  the  book  he  moft  delighted  in,"f 
Andrewes's  Sermons,  Hooker's  Ecclefiaftical  Polity, 
Herbert's  divine  Poems,  &c. :  and  where,  perhaps,  he 
wrote  thofe  parts  of  the  E«WI/  /Sao-iXi^,  which  bear  fuch 
internal  evidence  of  his  authorfhip,  as  muft  carry 
conviction  to  every  mind  that  they  were  penned  by 
himfelf.J 

*  Memoirs  of  the  laft  two  years  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  by  Sir 
Thomas  Herbert,  p.  60. 

f  Ibid.  p.  61. 

J  I  do  not  mean  by  this  to  infer  that  the  whole  of  the  Eikon 
Bafilike  was  the  compofition  of  the  King.  The  conflicting  teftimony  to 
his  exclufive  authorfhip  is  fcarcely  fettled  even  by  the  refearches  of  Dr. 
Wordfworth,  late  Mafter  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.  See  his 
interefting  volume,  "Wno  WROTE  EIKON  BASILIKE  ? "  8vo.  1817. 
Whifton,  in  his  Memoirs,  p.  353,  fays,  "  I  take  it  to  be  undeniable  that 
the  King  highly  approved,  and  frequently  correfted  the  copy  with  his 
own  hand,  till  it  truly  exprefled  the  fenfe  of  his  own  mind,  and  fo  was 
his  true  Portraiture,  as  the  title  fignifies  it  to  be,"  viz.,"  EIKON  BASILIKE  : 
the  true  Portraiture  of  his  facred  Majeftie  in  his  folitudes  and  fufferings." 
1648.  For  inftance,  what  other  man  could  have  penetrated  into  the 
deep  fighings  of  his  conicience,  when  he  confefTed  that  nothing  had 
occasioned  him  fuch  remorfe  as  his  having  confented  to  the  death  of  the 
Earl  of  Strafford  :  "  I  never  bore  any  touch  of  confcience  with  greater 
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Bifhop  Morley  exacted  a  ftrict  obedience  to  the 
Rubric  in  regard  to  daily  prayers,  and  the  obfervance 
of  the  Fafts  and  Feftivals  throughout  his  diocefe  : 
we  are  not,  therefore,  left  to  furmife  whether  Ken's 
practice  was  the  fame  here  as  at  Little  Eafton.  It 
would  appear  that  his  Parifh  duties  were  fometimes 
interrupted  by  attendance  on  the  Bifhop  at  Winchefter 
Houfe  in  Chelfea.*  In  the  Diary  of  Mary,  Countefs 
of  Warwick,  who  alfo  had  a  houfe  at  Chelfea,  and 
attended  the  fervices  of  the  Old  Church,  we  have  occa- 
fional  notices  of  his  preaching  there.  She  was  fitter  to 
the  illuftrious  Robert  Boyle ;  and  worthy  of  the  rela- 
tionmip,  being  no  lefs  remarkable  than  himfelf  for  her 
pious  and  charitable  difpofition.f  She  records  in  her 
Diary  the  impreflion  made  upon  her  mind  by  many  of 
the  moft  eminent  preachers  of  the  day,  to  whofe  pri- 
vate difcourfe  and  public  exhortations  it  was  her 
delight  to  liften.  Speaking  of  Bifhop  Morley,  me 
fays,  that  her  heart  was  "  much  affected  by  a  very 

regret."  Who  but  Charles  himfelf  could  have  poured  out  the  forrows 
of  his  inmoft  foul  in  the  prayer  which  follows  this  confeflion  ?  beginning, 
"  Thou,  O  God  of  infinite  mercies,  forgive  me  that  afloffmful  compliance, 
which  hath  greater  aggravations  upon  me  than  upon  any  man,fmce  I  had 
not  the  leajt  temptation  or  malice  againft  him,  and  by  my  place  Jbould  at 
leafl  fofar  have  been  a  prefer  ver  of  him,  as  to  have  denied  my  confent  to 
his  deflrucJion." 

*  Morley  paid  4,ooo/.  for  this  houfe,  which  was  annexed  to  the  fee  of 
Winchefter.  Athens  Oxonienfes,  vol.  ii.  p.  771. 

•f-  She  was  fo  eminent  for  her  bounty  to  the  poor,  that  when  the  Earl, 
her  hufband,  died,  it  was  faid  (as  anticipating  how  me  would  employ 
it),  "he  had  left  his  eftate  to  charitable  ufes."  And  fo  it  proved. 
"  Such  was  the  fame  of  her  charity  and  hofpitality,  that  it  advanced  the 
rent  of  the  houfes  in  her  neighbourhood,  where  me  was  the  common 
arbitrefs  of  controverfies,  which  me  decided  with  great  fagacity  and 
judgment,  and  prevented  many  tedious  and  expenfive  lawfuits  " 
Granger's  Biographical  Hift.,  ^.th  edition,  vol.  iv.  p.  166. 
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fearching  fermon"  which  he  preached  at  Chelfea;  and 
on  another  occafion,  that  fhe  had  "  a  great  deal  of 
good  difcourfe"*  with  him.  Her  notices  of  his 
Chaplain  are  more  frequent  and  emphatic,  and  doubly 
valuable  from  being  recorded  by  fuch  a  hand : 

"  Eajler  Day,  yth  April,  1667.  Went  to  Church,  where 
I  heard  Mr.  Ken  preach  ;  his  text  was,  I  John,  ch.  Hi.  ver.  3. 
'  And  every  man  that  bath  this  hope  in  him  purifieth  himfelf, 
even  as  He  is  pure.'  I  was  very  attentive  at  the  fermon,  and 
moved  by  it :  when  fermon  was  done,  I  found  my  heart 
exceedingly  to  long  after  the  blefled  Feaft  :  and  when  I  re- 
membered the  fufferings  of  my  Saviour,  I  did  weep  bitterly, 
and  with  great  earneftnefs  begged  of  God  to  give  me  Chrift  ; 
my  heart  was  much  carried  out  to  blefs  God,  and  I  had  there 
fuch  fweet  communion  with  Him,  that  I  could  fay  it  was 
good  for  me  to  be  there."  f 

"  Sunday,  22nd  December,  1667.  After  I  came  home  in 
the  afternoon  from  hearing  Mr.  Ken,  God  was  pleafed  to  move 
my  heart  to  fpeak  to  my  Lord  about  things  of  everlafting 
concernment ;  and  I  was  enabled,  in  an  awakened  frame  of 
fpirit,  to  perfuade  him  to  repentance,  and  to  make  his  peace 
with  God."  J 

"  Chriftmas,  25th  December,  1667.  In  the  afternoon,  Mr. 
Ken  preached  :  his  text  was,  '  For  this  caufe  was  the  Son  of 
God  manifejtedin  theflejh,  that  he  might  dejlroy  the  works  of  the 
Devil.'  I  was  attentive  and  affected  at  the  Sermon.  I  did 
in  difcourfe  with  the  young  ladies  warn  them  to  be  careful  to 
keep  their  engagements,  made  to  God  at  the  Sacrament."  § 

"  Sunday,  gth  February,  1668.     I  went  to  Church  to  hear 


*  Memoir  of  the  Countefs  of  Warwick,  and  her  Diary,  1847,  izmo. 
p.  147.  This  contains  only  a  fmall  part  of  the  original  MSS.  Diary : 
we  may  hope  that  the  remainder,  being  in  the  poflefiion  of  Mr.  Picker- 
ing, will  hereafter  be  publifhed. 

•f   Memoir  of  Lady  Warwick,  and  her  Diary,  1847,  izmo.  p.  107. 

%   Ibid.  p.  138.  §   Ibid.    p.  140. 
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Mr.  Ken  preach  :  his  text  was,  c  Behold  thou  art  made  whole, 
fin  no  more,  left  a  worfe  thing  come  unto  thee.'  John  v.  14.  It 
was  a  very  good  fermon,  and  God  was  pleafed  much  to  affect 
my  heart  with  it ;  and  whilft  he  was  preaching  upon  that 
pafTage,  *  fin  no  more,'  God  was  pleafed  to  make  me,  with 
ftrong  defires  and  many  tears,  to  beg  power  againft  fin  for  the 
time  to  come."  * 

For  two  fhort  years  this  holy  meffenger  delivered  the 
glad  tidings  of  peace,  and  administered  the  fervices  of 
the  Church  to  the  comfort  of  his  people  at  Brighftone, 
—when  Bifhop  Morley  called  him  back  to  Winchefter  ; 
for,  "  without  any  application  made  on  his  behalf,  he 
preferred  him  to  the  dignity  of  Prebendary  in  the 
Cathedral  Church  in  Winton,  and  he  was  installed 
accordingly,  April  12,  1669.'^  In  the  following 
month,  that  he  might  have  him  nearer  to  his  own 
perfon,  the  Bifhop  gave  him  the  Rectory  of  Eaft 
Woodhay,  vacant  by  the  removal  of  his  former  tutor 
at  Oxford,  Robert  Sharrock,^  who  had  been  Greek 
Lecturer  in  New  College  at  the  time  when  Ken  was 
an  undergraduate.  § 

It  was  inconfiflent  with  Ken's  views  of  the  minif- 

*   Memoir  of  Lady  Warwick,  and  her  Diary,  1847,   izrno.  p.  146. 

f  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  6. 

J   Ordination  Books  in  the  Record  Office ; 

"  EAST  WOODHAY,  28th  May,  1669,  Thomas  Ken,  A.M.,  per 
refignationem  Robert  Sharrock," 

§  Liber  Burfariorum  of  New  College.  Robert  Sharrock  was  D.C.L. 
in  New  College,  Oxford,  Prebendary  and  Archdeacon  of  Winchefter, 
and  Re£tor  of  Bifliop's  Waltham,  in  Hampfhire.  He  bore  the  character 
of  a  good  divine,  was  learned  in  civil  and  common  law,  and  "very 
knowing  in  vegetables."  He  publifhed  works  on  all  thofe  fubje&s. 
His  "  Hiftory  of  the  Propagation  and  Improvement  of  Vegetables,"  &c., 
Oxford,  1660,  was  written  at  the  mggeftion  of  Robert  Boyle,  to  whom 
it  is  dedicated.  See  Athense  Oxonienfes,  vol.  ii.  p.  767  ;  and  Groome's 
Dignity  of  the  Clergy,  1710,  p.  150. 
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terial  office  to  hold  more  than  one  living,  though  it 
was  then  a  common  cuftom.  On  the  very  day  of  his 
being  collated  to  Woodhay,  the  28th  of  May,  1669, 
he  refigned  Brighftone  into  the  hands  of  the  Bimop, 
who  appointed  as  his  fucceflbr,  the  Rev.  John  Fitz- 
william,  a  Fellow  of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford.* 
To  this  day  "Bijhop  Ken's  yew  hedge"  is  mown  as  a 
cherifhed  memorial,  in  the  Rectory  garden,  at  Brigh- 
ftone ;  and  his  name  ftill  imparts  to  the  church  and 
village  "  a  fweet  favour"  of  holy  things. 

He  was,  perhaps,  unconfcious  at  the  time  how  deep 
an  impreflion  his  example  had  made  on  his  fucceflbr. 
It  does  not  appear  what  degree  of  intimacy  now  fub- 
fifted  between  them  ;  but  the  fimilarity  of  their  cha- 
racters, and  the  entire  confidence  and  regard  of  their 
Bimop,  which  both  enjoyed,  might  juftify  the  belief 
that  they  were  warmly  attached  to  each  other;  and 
twenty  years  afterwards,  when  Ken  was  no  longer  in 
affluence,  and  a  deprived  Bifhop,  John  Fitzwilliam  gave 
him  a  folid  proof  of  his  affection  and  refpect ;  for  he 
made  him  executor  to  his  will,  and  left  him  for  his  life 
the  yearly  intereft  on  5OO/.,  which  was  afterwards  to 
go  to  Magdalen  College,  f 


*   Ordination  Books  in  the  Record  Office  ; 

"  BRIXTON,  z8th  May,   1669,  John  Fitzwilliam  per  refigna- 
tionem  Thorn.  Ken." 

\  This  moft  worthy  man,  John  Fitzwilliam,  was  Lady  Rachel 
Ruflell's  friend  and  correfpondent,  her  advifer  and  fpiritual  confoler,  for 
many  years  after  the  execution  of  her  hufband,  William,  Lord  Ruffell. 
He  compofed  prayers  for  her  ufe,  and  drew  arguments  of  comfort  from 
the  very  greatnefs  of  her  lofs,  which  might  be  all  the  more  fad,  yet,  at 
the  fame  time,  was  rendered  more  endurable;  by  reflefting  on  the  virtues 
of  her  deceafed  Lord.  Acknowledging  one  of  his  many  letters,  me 
fays,  "  I  did  with  much  eagernefs  read  on,  and  muft  acquiefce  in  much 
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Ken  held  the  living  of  Woodhay  from  the  28th  of 
May,  1669,  to  the  8th  of  November,  1672,*  (when 
his  friend  George  Hooper  fucceeded  him,)  fulfilling 
the  offices  of  his  cure  with  the  fame  devotednefs  as  at 
Brighftone  and  Little  Eafton, — with  the  fame  affec- 
tionate care  for  the  fpiritual  and  bodily  wants  of  his 
people,  the  fame  diligence  in  vifiting,  catechizing, 
reading  the  Scriptures  and  preaching  to  them, — the 
fame  zeal  in  gaining  by  whatever  means  precious  fouls 
to  God — the  fame  afcetic  life,  which  was  "  a  continual 
death  to  animal  appetites."  In  the  parim  regifter  of 
Woodhay  is  an  entry  of  the  baptifm  of  c<  Rofe  Ken, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Ion  Ken,  born  2jrd  June,  1670." 
This  Ion  f  Ken  was  an  elder  brother,  married  to  Rofe, 

of  it  with  you  ;  and  as  I  began  the  day  with  your  letter,  and  the  meets 
of  difcourfe,  both  enclofed  in  one  paper,  fo  I  conclude  it  with  fome 
prayers  you  formerly  aflifted  me  with."  Letters  of  Lady  Rachel 
RufTell,  6th  edition,  1801,  p.  65.  The  prayers  here  referred  to  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  Ken's  Manual.  It  will  be  feen  at  a  later  period, 
what  a  refpeft  Lady  Ruffell  entertained  for  Bifhop  Ken. 

*  Ordination  Books  in  the  Record  Office  ; 

"EAST  WOODHAY,  8  Novr.  1672.     George  Hooper  per  refig- 
nationem  Thomas  Ken." 

•f-  Ken  had  two  elder  brothers,  John  and  Ion :  the  latter  was  Trea- 
furer  to  the  Eaft  India  Company.  This  unufual  Chriltian  name  of 
"  Ion"  was  derived  from  the  grandfather,  Ion  Chalkhill,  of  Kingfbury, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex.  In  the  parim  regifter  of  St.  Giles,  Cripple- 
gate,  where  Ken,  the  father,  refided  for  many  years,  the  name  of  his 
fecond  fon  is  entered  as  "  Hyon."  See  Bowles's  Life  of  Ken,  vol.  i. 
p.  1 14..  See  alfo  Pedigrees  of  the  families  of  Chalkhill  and  Ken,  in  Dr. 
Markland's  Life  of  Ken,  Appendix,  p.  126  ;  and  in  the  Appendix  to 
Sir  Harris  Nicolas's  Life  of  Izaak  Walton.  A  perfon  of  the  name  of 
Ken  is  mentioned  in  the  Lives  of  the  Norths  (edition  1826,  vol.  i. 
p.  3 14)  ;  in  connexion  with  Scroggs  and  Guy,  as  one  of  the  "  high  court- 
rakes," — this  Guy  being  elfewhere  noticed  as  a  member  "of  thofe 
facetious  parties  which  enlivened  the  flippers  of  Charles  II.  in  the 
private  apartments  of  his  favourite  ladies."  See  Life  of  Anthony  a 
Wood,  note  to  p.  189.  If  this  was  Ken's  brother  Ion,  it  is  not  pro- 
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fitter  of  Sir  Thomas  Vernon,  of  Coleman-ftreet ;  it 
appears,  therefore,  that  our  Thomas  Ken  (himfelf 
unalterably  dedicated  to  a  fingle  life)  had  the  fociety 
of  his  brother's  family  in  the  parfonage  houfe. 

I  have  given  the  particular  dates  of  Ken's  prefer- 
ments, at  the  rifk  of  being  tedious,  becaufe  his 
biographers  are  not  quite  accurate  in  the  order  of 
them.  Hawkins  fays,  "  foon  after  he  was  Fellow  of 
Winchefter  College,  Dr.  George  Morley,  then  Bimop 
of  that  diocefe,  prefented  him  to  the  parfonage  of 
Woodhay  in  Hampshire;"*  he  omits  his  previous  ap- 
pointments to  Little  Eafton  and  Brighftone.  Wood 
affumes  that,  "  after  he  had  held  Woodhay  a  little 
while,  he  refigned  it  into  his  Lordmip's  hands,  under 
the  pretence  of  confcience,  thinking  he  had  enough 
without  it,"  f  meaning  that  he  ftill  retained  Brighftone. 
Bowles,  adopting  this  error,  fays,  "  though  a  Fellow 
of  a  college,  and  a  dignitary  of  a  cathedral,  he  was  a 
pluralift  into  the  bargain ;  but  foon  after  being  pre- 
fented to  Woodhay,  he  refigned  it  though  tenable 
with  Brighftone,"  fuppofing  that  he  held  this  laft  after 
Woodhay,  inftead  of  before. 

In  fact,  Ken  declined  any  paftoral  cure,  the  duties 
of  which  he  could  not  perfonally  perform.  There 
was  no  anxious  defire  to  accumulate  benefices  on 
himfelf.  He  no  doubt  agreed  in  opinion  with  Bernard 
Gilpin,  who  ufed  to  fay :  "  As  for  me,  I  can  never 


bable    that    he  was  often  an  inmate   in  the  Parfonage  at  Woodhay. 
It  could  not  be  his  eldeft  brother  John;  for  he  died   in   1651,  before 
Charles  came  to  the  throne :    he  bequeathed  2  5/.  each  to  his  brothers 
Ion  and  Thomas. 
*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  6.          f  Athenas  Oxonienfes,  vol.  ii.  p.  989. 
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perfuade  myfelf  to  take  the  profit,  and  let  another  take 
the  pains ;  for  if  he  mould  teach  and  preach  as  faith- 
fully as  ever  St.  Auftin  did,  yet  fhould  I  not  think 
myfelf  difcharged."* 

This  was,  a  few  years  afterwards,  the  folemn  refo- 
lution  of  one  of  the  moft  humble  and  beloved  bimops 
that  has  ever  adorned  the  Englifh  epifcopate, — good 
Bimop  Wilfon,  of  Sodor  and  Man.  On  being  ordained 
a  prieft,  and  before  he  had  received  any  preferment, 
he  fettled  in  his  own  mind  "  certain  things,  to  which, 
after  Jerious  confederation,  I  think  fit  to  oblige  myfelf,  in 
the  beginning  of  my  days,  that  I  may  not  be  tempted  by 
any  worldly  advantage  to  fin  againfl  God — do  violence  to 
my  conjcience — -fcandalize  that  holy  profejfion  of  the 
miniftry,  to  which  it  has  pleafed  God  to  call  me, — nor 
bring  a  curfe  upon  what  it  Jhall  pleafe  Him  to  put  into 
my  hands'''  Amongft  other  things :  "  Confidering 
the  fcandal  and  injury  of  pluralities  to  the  Church,  I 
refolve  never  to  accept  two  Church  livings  with  cure 
of  fouls  (if  fuch  mould  be  ever  in  my  choice),  though 
ever  fo  conveniently  feated.  I  refolve  that,  whenever 
it  mail  pleafe  God  to  blefs  me  with  a  parim  and  a  cure 
of  fouls,  I  will  refide  upon  it  myfelf,  and  not  truft  that 
to  a  curate  which  ought  to  be  my  own  particular 
care."f  To  this  he  faithfully  adhered;  for  when  he 
was  made  a  Bifhop,  and  his  affectionate  patron,  the 
Earl  of  Derby,  offered  him  the  fecond  time  a  valuable 
living  in  Yorkfhire,  to  hold  in  commendam,  "  the 
confcientious  prelate  refufed,^  as  utterly  inconfiftent 

*   Gilpin's  Life  of  Bernard  Gilpin,  1753,  p.  61. 
•f   Cruttweirs  Life  of  Thomas  Wilfon,  D.D.,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Sodor 
and  Man,  vol.  ii.  p.  8.  J  Ibid.  p.  18. 
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with  his  duty ;"  although  he  had  lately  been  put  to  an 
expenfe  of  14007.  in  rebuilding  the  epifcopal  houfe, 
which  he  found  in  a  ruinous  ftate,  from  its  not  having 
been  inhabited  for  eight  years.  The  revenues  of  his 
bifhopric  were  but  joo/.  a  year,  of  which  he  had 
already  dedicated  two-tenths  to  charity  : — this  propor- 
tion he  afterwards  increafed  to  three,  and  then  to  four- 
tenths,  finding  that  <f  he  had  enough  to  fpare  over 
and  above  a  decent  hofpitality,  and  being  convinced 
that  he  was  no  proprietor,  but  only  a  fteward,  of  the 
Church's  patrimony."5  But  he  knew  that  if  he 
accepted  the  living  in  commendam,  he  muft  necefTarily 
be  abfent  either  from  that  or  from  his  bifhopric ;  and 
he  fays,  cc  it  does  not  yet  repent  me  of  the  obligation 
I  formerly  laid  myfelf  under  of  never  taking  two 
ecclefiaftical  preferments  with  cure  of  fouls."  f 

Born  at  no  very  diftant  periods,  and  taking  an 
oppofite  view  of  their  line  of  duty  on  one  fubject  (the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  William  III.),  Ken  and  Wilfon 
clofely  refembled  each  other  in  the  befl  features  of 
the  Chriftian  character.  Both  unfpotted  in  youth, — 
both  zealous  in  the  higheft  and  loweft  functions, — 
both  fufferers  in  bonds  for  confcience  fake, — both 
remarkable  for  fingle-mindednefs,  felf-denial,  alms- 
giving, and  a  devotional  fpirit,  they  have  left  their 
names  as  bright  examples  to  men  of  every  ftation  in 
the  Church. 


*   Cruttweirs  Life  of  Thomas  Wilfon,  D.D.,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Sodor 
and  Man,  vol.  ii.  p.  38. 
f   Ibid.  p.  1 8. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Ken  refigns  the  ReEtory  ofWoodhay — His  character  as  a  Country 
Parfon — Mr.  IfaacMilles  of  Hlgbclere — Cbarafter  of  Bijhop 
Morley — Ken's  duties  at  Wincbefter. 

HE  probable  occafion  of  Ken's  refigning 
Woodhay  was  the  defire  of  the  Bifhop, 
now  advancing  in  years,  to  fecure  his 
fociety  and  undivided  fervices  at  Win- 
chefter ;  for  the  labours  of  the  diocefe 
required  fuch  an  affiftant.  Moreover,  he  defigned  the 
living  for  Ken's  early  friend,  George  Hooper,  already 
a  Canon  of  Chrift  Church.  Of  Hooper  it  is  recorded, 
that  "  he  distinguished  himfelf  above  his  contempo- 
raries by  his  fuperior  knowledge  in  philofophy,  ma- 
thematics, Greek  and  Roman  antiquities  :"*  "  he 
ftudied  the  oriental  languages  (in  which  as  well  as 
the  mathematics  he  was  a  great  mafter)  under  Dr. 
Pococke,  with  whom  he  ufed  to  correfpond  on  that 
Subject  by  letters.  And  when  he  was  removed  from 
Oxford  to  London,  the  Rabbis  of  the  Synagogue 
there  ufed  to  bring  him  anything  that  was  curious  in 
that  way."'j~  -A-  l°ng>  confiftent,  and  exemplary  life, 

*   Caflan's  Lives  of  the  Bifhops  of  Bath  and  Wells,  8vo.  1829,  p.  168. 

•f-  MS.  Memoir  of  Dr.  Hooper,  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Prowfe  :  in  the 
pofl'effion  of  Lady  Mordaunt.  A  portion  of  this  interefting  mamifcript, 
the  whole  of  which  deferves  to  be  printed,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Appendix  to  the  Life  and  Times  of  William  III.,  by  the  Honourable 
Arthur  Trevor.  8vo.  1836. 
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in  public  and  private,  is  the  beft  of  all  teftimonies  to 
his  great  worth. 

The  Biihop  had  written  to  Hooper  two  years  before, 
to  requeft  that  he  would  be  his  chaplain.  "  I  dare 
not,"  he  fays,  "  do  a  man  of  your  parts  and  hopes  fo 
great  an  injury  as  to  take  you  from  what  you  have  at 
Chrift  Church  (which  Mr.  Dean  tells  me  is  very  con- 
fiderable)  before  I  have  anything  to  give  you  in  lieu 
of  it.  I  mall,  therefore,  for  your  fake,  and  for  your 
fake  only,  defer  the  contentment  I  expect  and  promife 
myfelf  from  your  being  with  me,  until  fomething  or 
other  falls  in  my  gift,  which  may  fecure  you  and  me, 
fo  that  we  mail  not  have  caufe  to  repent  of  it.  In 
the  meantime  I  do  affaire  you  that,  if  you  will  keep 
yourfelf  for  me,  I  will  keep  myfelf  for  you,  without 
taking  or  thinking  of  any  other  Chaplain  betides  him 
I  have  already  (/'.  e.  Ken).  Farewell,  and  pray  for 
your  loving  friend,  GEO.  WINTON.* 

"  Ckelfay,  May,  1670." 

In  1672  a  vacancy  occurring  at  Havant,  in  Hamp- 
fhire,  which  was  in  the  Bifhop's  gift,  he  beftowed  it 
on  Hooper,  and  appointed  him  his  Chaplain.  It  was 
an  unhealthy  place,  and  on  coming  into  refidence,  he 
got  the  ague :  fo  it  was  agreed  among  them  all  that 
Ken  mould  refign  Woodhay  to  his  friend,  and  transfer 
himfelf  to  Winchester.  It  would  be  interefting  to 
know  what  now  became  of  the  family  of  his  brother 
Ion,  who  would,  of  courfe,  be  obliged  to  leave  the 
Parfonage-houfe.f  It  is  no  ftretch  of  fancy  to  look 


*  Mrs.  Prowfe's  MS.  Memoir  of  Dr.  Hooper. 

f  As  Ion  Ken  was  Treafurer  to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  his  principal 
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back  upon  Ken  in  all  his  parochial  cures  as  the 
unconfcious  original,  from  which,  in  one  of  his  poems, 
he  has  painted  the  character  of  a  true  Paftor, — a 
portrait  traced  with  fomewhat  of  the  rich  colouring 
and  bold  outlines  of  Dryden,  and  bringing  himfelf 
before  us  in  vivid  full-length  : — 

"  Give  me  the  Prieft  who  at  judicious  age, 
And  duly  call'd,  in  Priefthood  mall  engage ; 
With  difpofitions  natural  and  acquired, 
With  ftrong  propenfions  for  the  function  fir'd  ; 
Whom  GOD  by  opportunity  invites, 
To  confecrate  himfelf  to  facred  rites  ; 
Who  ftill  keeps  Jefus  in  his  heart  and  head, 
And  ftrives  in  fteps  of  our  Arch  Prieft  to  tread  ; 
Who  can  himfelf  and  all  the  world  deny, 
Lives  pilgrim  here,  but  denizen  on  high  ; 
Whofe  bufmefs  is,  like  Jefus,  to  fave  fouls, 
And  with  all  ghoftly  miferies  condoles. 

Give  me  the  Prieft  thefe  graces  mail  pofiefs, — 

Of  an  ambaflador  the  juft  addrefs  : 

A  father's  tendernefs,  a  mepherd's  care, 

A  leader's  courage,  which  the  Crofs  can  bear  ; 

A  ruler's  awe,  a  watchman's  wakeful  eye, 

A  pilot's  ikill  the  helm  in  ftorms  to  ply  ; 

A  rimer's  patience,  and  a  labourer's  toil, 

A  guide's  dexterity  to  difembroil  j 

A  prophet's  infpiration  from  above, 

A  teacher's  knowledge,  and  a  Saviour's  Love. 

refidence  muft  have  been  in  London,  and  thither  his  family  would 
naturally  return.  His  daughter,  Martha,  was  married  to  Chriftopher 
Frederick  Krienberg,  Ordinary  Refident  for  the  Eleftor  of  Hanover  in 
London.  Ion  probably  died  before  1707  ;  for  in  that  year  the  Bifhop 
writes  about  his  "  poor  fifter  Ken,  now  in  great  affliftion  for  the  lofs  of 
her  only  fon  who  died  at  Cyprus,"  and  makes  no  mention  of  his 
brother.* 


Profe  Works  of  Ken,  by  Round,  p.  93. 
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Give  me  the  Prieft,  a  light  upon  a  hill, 

Whofe  rays  his  whole  circumference  can  fill ; 

In  God's  own  word  and  facred  learning  vers'd, 

Deep  in  the  ftudy  of  the  heart  immersed ; 

Who  in  fick  fouls  can  the  difeafe  defcry, 

And  wifely  fit  reftoratives  apply. 

To  beatific  paftures  leads  his  fheep, 

Watchful  from  hellim  wolves  his  fold  to  keep ; 

Who  feeks  not  a  convenience,  but  a  cure, 

Would  rather  fouls  than  his  own  gain  enfure. 

Inftruftive  in  his  vifits  and  converfe, 

Strives  everywhere  falvation  to  difperfe  ; 

Of  a  mild,  humble,  and  obliging  heart, 

Who  'with  his  all  will  to  the  needy  part  j 

Diftruftful  of  himfelf,  in  God  confides, 

Daily  himfelf  among  his  flock  divides. 

Of  virtue  uniform,  and  cheerful  air, 

Fix'd  meditation,  and  inceflant  prayer, 

Affe&ions  mortified,  well  guided  zeal, 

Of  faving  truth  the  relifh  wont  to  feel ; 

Whofe  province,  Heaven,  all  his  endeavours  (hares, 

Who  mixes  with  no  fecular  affairs, 

Oft  on  his  paftoral  accounts  reflects, 

By  holinefs,  not  riches,  gains  refpefts ; 

Who  is  all  that  he  'would  ha<ve  others  be, 

From  wilful  fin,  though  not  from  frailty,  free."  * 

This  is  a  picture  of  the  holy  man  in  his  daily  walk. 
We  can  all,  perhaps,  from  perfonal  obfervation, 
identify  to  our  own  minds  one  or  more  fuch  exemplary 
Parim  Prieft  : — he  has  but  one  abforbing  thought, — 
how  he  can  beft  promote  the  welfare  of  his  flock. 
You  may  fee  him  at  all  times,  in  all  weather,  wending 
his  filent  way  along  the  meadows,  and  bye-lanes,  or 
up  the  hill  fide,  or  acrofs  the  common,  to  vifit  fome 
poor  difconfolate  bereaved  one, — fome  fick  or  dying. 
As  he  knocks  at  the  cottage  door,  the  fenfe  of  his 


*  Ken's  Poems,  vol.  ii.  p. 
G 
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prefence  lights  up  the  hearts  of  the  inmates ;  for  if, 
perchance,  he  be  the  bearer  of  nothing  elfe,  he  pours  in 
the  balm  of  fympathy,  and  that  is  always  a  folace  to 
mourners.  Early  and  late  he  watches  over  his  people, 
—  encourages  the  fearful,  quickens  the  loiterers, 
reproves  the  diflblute  and  profane,  counfels  the  doubt- 
ful, reconciles  all  who  differ,  relieves  the  poor,  gathers 
alms  from  the  rich,  —  endeavours  by  exhortation, 
prayers,  and  facraments,  to  raife  all  to  the  ftandard  of 
the  Chriftian  law. 

We  are  able  to  give  one  example  at  leaft  of  the 
permanent  influence  of  Ken's  paftoral  life  on  that  of 
his  brethren.  Next  to  his  parifh  of  Woodhay  is  High- 
clere,  in  Hampshire.  Here  a  village  prieft,  whofe 
name  has  happily  been  preferved  from  oblivion  by  a 
filial  pen,  kept  a  fchool,  in  which  he  educated  the 
fons  of  the  eighth  Earl  of  Pembroke,  and  of  the 
neighbouring  gentry.  His  humble  courfe  was  like 
a  hidden  ftream,  fertilizing  the  banks  along  which  it 
flows,  and  traced  by  the  rich  herbage  and  the  flowers 
that  fpring  befide  it.  He  was  moft  bleft  in  being 
a  blefling  to  others.  —  His  rectory  was  worth  a 
hundred  pounds  a-year ; — "  the  country  barren  and 
the  people  poor."*  There  he  tended  his  little  flock 
for  nine  and  thirty  years. "\  He  was  not  remark- 
able for  the  aufterity  of  his  life,  or  for  any  rare 


*  An  Account  of  the  Life  and  Converfation  of  the  Reverend  and 
worthy  Mr.  Ifaac  Milles,  late  Reftor  of  Highcleer,  in  Hampfhire,  8vo. 
1721,  p.  70.  This  was  written  by  his  fon,  Thomas,  Bilhop  of  Water- 
ford  and  Lifmore.  (Noble's  continuation  of  Granger's  Biog.  Hift. 
vol.  ii.  p.  137.) 

f  Ibid.  p.  82. 
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endowments  of  mind,  though  learned  in  the  Hebrew 
and  Greek  languages.  Of  fimple  manners,  and  with 
a  gentle  and  obliging  temper  that  never  loft  him  a 
friend,  or  made  him  an  enemy,  he  was  fo  indulgent  to 
the  faults  of  others,  that  he  would  often  rife  up  and 
leave  the  company,  rather  than  hear  even  a  bad  man 
reproached  behind  his  back ;  *  fo  hofpitable,  that  "  he 
ufed  to  be  much  difpleafed  if  any  poor  perfon  was  fent 
from  his  houfe  without  tailing  a  cup  of  his  ale."  f 

Even  the  way-worn  "  pedlars  were  always  welcome 
to  the  parfon  of  Highclere,  and  relieved  of  their  packs, 
and  lodged  for  the  night  in  his  barn,  when  he  would 
himfelf  fometimes  take  care  that  they  had  clean  ftraw, 
and  enough  of  it,  and  eat  and  drank  as  much  as  they 
pleafed  with  his  fervants."^  "  No  beggar,  or  other 
perfon  in  want,  came  to  his  door  for  relief,  who  did 
not  receive  there  an  alms,  either  of  money,  or  victuals, 
or  clothes,  and  fometimes  of  all."  Though  he  was 
often,  from  the  guilelefmefs  of  his  heart,  deceived  by 
bad  men,  "  he  valued  it  not,"  nor  allowed  himfelf  to 
be  weary  in  well  doing. 

"  Trivial  illuftrations  of  his  fuccefs  in  the  art  of  infufmg 

o 

*  The  fame  "  charity  towards  men"  is  recorded  of  "the  pious  and 
profoundly-learned'"  Jofeph  Mede.  Among  other  traits  of  "his  moft 
endearing  fweetnefs  and  obliging  affability  in  converfe  with  others,"  he 
was  noted  for  "  his  careful  concealing  or  leffening  of  others'  failings 
and  imperfeftions :  fo  far  was  he  from  the  evil,  but  epidemical  humour 
of  making  the  worft  of  every  thing,  as  fome  do,  who  are  extreme 
in  marking  what  is  amifs,  that  fometimes  by  filence,  fometimes  by 
rebuke,  and  (when  it  was  convenient)  by  withdrawing  from  the  place 
and  company,  he  declared  he  would  have  no  mare  in  the  fin."  Life  of 
Jofeph  Mede,  B.D.,  folio,  1664,  prefixed  to  his  Works,  p.  xxxvii. 

-f-   Life  and  Converfation  of  Mr.  Ifaac  Milles,  pp.  121.  131. 

J  Ibid. 
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fome  portion  of  his  own  charity  into  the  younger  and  poorer 
portion  of  his  flock,  are  to  be  found  frequently  occurring  in 
the  parifh  regifter  of  Highclere,  in  which  there  is  a  faithful 
record  of  all  the  collections  for  the  relief  of  the  Vaudois,  the 
French  Proteftant  refugees,  the  captives  in  Morocco,  and  for 
the  building  of  churches.  Thefe  collections  not  only  amount 
to  large  fums  for  the  place  and  time  in  which  they  were  made, 
but  they  contain  often  the  names  of  feventy  or  eighty  perfons 
in  that  fmall  population,  many  of  them  fchool-boys,  and  many 
domeftic  fervants  of  Mr.  Milles  and  others."* 

While  thus  bountiful  to  needy  ftrangers,  and  feel- 
ingly alive  to  the  fufferings  of  foreigners,  he  was  the 
common  father  of  his  own  parimioners,  and  efpecially 
"  a  conftant  vifitant  by  the  bed-fide  of  the  fick  and 
dying,"  adminiftering  fpiritual  and  temporal  comfort 
to  all.  For  their  fakes  "  he  turned  a  perfect  beggar, 
in  order  to  get  from  others  fomething  to  fupply  their 
wants ;"  fo  that  both  parties  might  be  enriched,  the 
receiver  here,  the  giver  hereafter ;  and  he  always 
added  what  he  could  from  his  own  little  flock,  but 
concealed  his  portion,  f  that  he  might  appear  the 
happy  almoner  of  others.  Thefe  are  the  rich  fruit 
that  a  good  man  <c  bringeth  forth  out  of  the  good 
treafure  of  his  heart," — Chriftian  graces,  works  of 
love — the  fweeteft  incenfe  that  can  be  offered  up  to 
Heaven. 


*  Life  of  the  Rev.  Ifaac  Milles,  &c.,  1842,  iimo.  pp.  69,  70.  This 
abridgment  of  the  original  Life  was  written  by  the  late  Samuel  Bo- 
fanquet,  Efq. :  it  bears  the  ftamp  of  a  vigorous  and  cultivated  mind, 
and  of  found  religious  principles.  A  memorial  window  in  the  New 
Diftrift  Church  of  Eaft  Woodhay  teftifies  to  the  refpeft  in  which  the 
author  was  held. 

f  Life  and  Converfation  of  Mr.  Ifaac  Milles,  p.  132. 
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Nor  did  thefe  labours,  and  his  confcientious  care 
for  his  fcholars,  prevent  his  conftant  ftudy  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  (which  he  ufed  to  read  in  the  original 
languages)  or  hinder  his  life  of  prayer  :  for  betides  his 
family  devotions,  <c  he  ufed  to  walk  every  day  in  the 
week  to  read  the  Jervice  in  the  parijh  church."  Such 
was  his  humility,  that  "  he  was  then  his  own  clerk, 
tolling  the  bell  himfelf,  and  doing  everything  elfe, 
before  the  few  people  that  frequented  thofe  prayers 
were  come  together,  which  it  was  the  bufinefs  of  the 
clerk  to  do."*  It  may  be  added,  that  he  had  fo 
moving  and  pathetic  a  way  of  preaching,  that  "  the 
people  came  from  the  neighbouring  parimes  round 
about,"  to  liften  to  him.  For  this  he  would  reprove 
them,  and  tell  them  to  ftay  at  home  and  go  to  their 
own  churches ;  f  but  they  could  more  eafily  obey  any 
other  of  his  commands  than  this. 

Such  was  Mr.  Ifaac  Milles,  the  fimple-hearted  Rector 
of  Highclere.  Though  never  raifed  to  any  higher 
preferment,  he  was  in  one  particular  bleffed  even  be- 
yond King  David,  who  was  not  permitted  to  witnefs 
his  fon  Solomon's  high  privilege  of  building  the  Holy 
Temple :  whereas  Milles,  who  had  himfelf  ferved  his 
Heavenly  Mafter  in  a  humble  ftation,  lived  to  fee 
his  eldeft  fon  confecrated  to  the  office  of  a  Bifhop.J 


*  Life  and  Converfation  of  Mr.  Ifaac  Milles,  p.  137. 

f  Ibid.  p.  79. 

J  His  memory  is  ftill  refpefted  in  the  parifh  and  neighbourhood ;  and 
his  portrait,  a  rare  engraving  by  Vertue,  may  be  feen  in  Highclere 
Caftle, — a  building  erefted  by  the  tafte  of  the  late  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
and  the  prefent  Sir  Charles  Barry,  into  a  noble  manfion,  worthy  of  the 
name  of  Herbert,  on  the  fite  of  an  ancient  manor-houfe  of  the  Biftiops 
of  Winchefter. 
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His  fecond  fon  died  Dean  of  Exeter,  at  a  mature  old 
age ;  and  his  grandfon,  Richard  Pococke,  Bifhop  of 
Meath,  a  kinfman  of  the  great  Oriental  fcholar  of 
the  fame  name,  is  ftill  remembered  by  his  volumes  of 
Eaftern  Travel.* 

This  account  of  the  parfon  of  Highclere  might  feem 
a  digreflion,  if  it  were  not  that  he  was  mainly  animated 
to  fo  zealous  a  fulfilment  of  his  duties  by  the  well- 
known  example  of  Ken  in  the  fame  miniftries  of  charity 
at  the  next  village  of  Woodhay.  Ken  had  preceded 
him  but  a  few  years ;  and  we  are  told  that  Mr.  Milles 
tf  admired  him  beyond  all  others  in  the  Church  of 
Chrift ;  and  fo  greatly  efteemed  of  him,  that  he  never 
fpoke  of  him  without  being  in  raptures  of  veneration 
for  him."f  He  had,  moreover,  the  higheft  opinion  of 
Ken's  writings.  "  He  confidered  his  f  Practice  of 
Divine  Love1  to  be  a  moft  divine  exposition  of  the 
Church  Catechifm,  and  thought  it  was  the  beft  book 
that  ever  was  committed  to  writing,  next  to  the  Holy 
Scriptures."  £  "  He  was  fo  great  an  admirer  of  this 
commentary  on  our  Catechifm,  whereby  it  is  turned 
into  a  method  and  exercife  of  fublime  devotion,  that 
he  taught  his  children,  his  fcholars,  and  his  fervants, 
the  practice  of  divine  love  by  this  writing  of  one,  who 
had  more  of  the  fpirit  and  life  of  it  than  moft  other 
men  had.  And  he  always  obliged  his  fcholars,  every 
morning  and  every  evening,  and  at  noon  day,  to  fay 
on  their  knees  the  prayers  of  Bifhop  Ken,  in  his 

*  He  brought  from  Lebanon  a  cone,  from  which  fprung  two  of  the 
many  noble  cedars,  that  now  ftand  around  Highclere  Caftle. 
-j-  Life  and  Converfation  of  Mr.  Ilaac  Milles,  p.  119. 
J   Ibid,  p.  119. 
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Directions  for  Prayer,  taken  out  of  the  Church  Cate- 
chijm,  annexed  to  this  Expofition."  * 

He  had  heard  from  George  Hooper  (who  fucceeded 
Ken  at  Woodhay)  many  particulars  of  the  Bifhop's 
character;  and  Mr.  Milles  ufed  to  fay  of  Hooper 
himfelf,  that  "  of  all  clergymen  he  ever  knew,  there 
was  none,  in  whom  all  the  three  characters  of  the 
perfect  gentleman,  the  thorough  fcholar,  and  the 
venerable  fkilful  divine,  met  in  fo  high  and  great  a 
perfection  as  in  him ; "  which  verified  the  prediction 
of  Dr.  Bufby  refpecting  him.f  And  he  faid  that  "  he 
was  a  public  blefling  to  that  country,  and  to  the 
clergy  thereabouts ;  and  by  his  {weet  and  obliging 
deportment,  not  only  gained  the  entire  affections  of 
all ;  but  fet  an  example  by  the  imitation  of  which 
they  might  greatly  have  advanced  the  intereft  of  our 
poor  Church."  J 

Ken's  Prebend  in  the  Cathedral,  and  his  duties  as 
Fellow  of  the  College,  were  fufficient  inducements  to 
his  return  to  Winchefter  :  but  when  to  thefe  were 
added  the  fociety  and  guidance  of  fuch  a  man  as 
Bifhop  Morley,  we  cannot  wonder  at  his  accepting 
the  invitation  to  be  more  immediately  about  his 
perfon.  This  learned  and  felf-denying  prelate,  who 
lived  as  if  for  others  rather  than  for  himfelf,  was  a 
bright  example  of  loyalty  in  perilous  times.  In  1 646 


*  Life  and  Converfation  of  Mr.  Ifaac  Milles,  p.  120. 

•}•  "  The  difcriminating  Dr.  Bufby  obferved  of  Hooper,  when  at  Win- 
chefter,— '  This  boy  is  the  leaft  favoured  in  features  of  any  in  the 
fchool,  but  he  will  be  the  moft  extraordinary  of  any  of  them.' " 
Caftan's  Lives  of  the  Bifhops  of  Bath  and  Wells,  p.  172. 

J  Life  and  Converfation  of  Mr.  Ifaac  Milles,  p.  93. 
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he  had  been  fele&ed  by  Charles  L,  together  with  Dr. 
Hammond,  Dr.  Sanderfon,  and  Dr.  Gilbert  Sheldon, 
to  attend  him  as  a  council  of  advice  in  his  conferences 
with  the  Parliamentary  Commiflioners  for  a  peace  in 
Church  and  State.  In  the  following  year  he  was  one 
of  the  delegates  appointed  by  the  University  of 
Oxford  to  draw  up  their  Reafons  for  not  fubmitting 
to  the  "  League  and  Covenant,"  f{  Negative  Oaths," 
and  other  Ordinances  of  the  Parliament. 

He  had  rendered  himfelf  further  obnoxious  to  the 
Republicans  by  his  conftancy  to  his  friend,  the  loyal 
and  brave  Lord  Capel :  he  did  not  fhrink  from 
attendance  upon  him  even  to  the  fcaffold.  Capel  had 
been  taken  prifoner  by  the  rebels  at  the  fiege  of 
Colchefter,  with  Sir  Charles  Lucas  and  Sir  George 
Lifle.  When  his  two  companions  were  condemned 
to  be  mot,  he  petitioned  in  vain  that  he  alfo  might 
receive  a  foldier's  honourable  death.  He  was  referved 
for  a  public  trial,  and  condemned  to  be  beheaded. 
His  undaunted  behaviour  before  his  judges,  and  his 
reliance  on  God  in  the  moment  of  death,  were  worthy 
of  the  noble  caufe  of  loyalty,  and  of  the  example  of 
Charles :  he  forgave  and  -prayed  for  his  enemies.  It 
is  remarkable,  that,  like  his  matter,  he  acknowledged 
the  heavieft  burthen  on  his  confcience  to  be  his  having 
confented  to  the  vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  for  the 
death  of  Lord  StrafFord.  This  he  exprefled  in  private 
to  Morley,  and  on  the  fcafFold  to  the  people.  He 
conferTed  it  to  have  been  "  a  very  great  fin,  and  that 
he  had  done  it  out  of  a  bafe  fear  (thefe  were  his  own 
words)  of  a  prevailing  party,"  adding,  that  he  had  very 
often  and  very  heartily  repented  of  it.  To  the  laft 


1672]      Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells.  89 

he  declared  his  readinefs  to  die  for  the  King's  fervice, 
and  for  that  Church,  in  whofe  bofom  he  was  born  and 
bred,  and  which  he  thought  to  be  the  beft  in  the 
world.*  He  defired  his  heart  to  be  enclofed  in  a 
filver  box,  and  at  fome  future  period  to  be  laid  in  the 
tomb  at  the  feet  of  his  royal  matter.  Morley  was 
one  of  the  few  who  accompanied  Lord  Capel  to  the 
laft;  he  was  fearlefs  of  all  confequences  to  himfelf, 
that  he  might  minifter  ftrength  and  confolation  to  his 
friend  in  the  hour  of  need ; — but  the  guard  of  foldiers 
would  not  fuffer  him  to  go  upon  the  fcarFold.f 

Notwithftanding  Morley's  well-known  attachment 
to  the  royal  caufe,  when  the  republican  vifitors  came 
to  Oxford,  he  had  an  offer  from  a  fecret  friend,  "  one 
of  the  Grandees  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,"  to 
retain  his  Canonry  in  Chrift  Church,  without  being 
compelled  to  fay,  or  fubfcribe  to,  anything  againft  his 
confcience,  if  he  would  but  give  his  word  not  to 
appear  againft  them,  or  their  proceedings.  Izaak 
Walton  was  the  bearer  of  this  meflage ;  he  was  defired 
to  write  to  Morley,  and  recommend  him  tf  to  ride  out 
of  Oxford  when  the  vifitors  came  into  it,  and  not 
return  till  they  left  it,  and  he  mould  be  fure  then  to 
return  in  fafety ;  and  that  by  fo  doing  he  mould, 
without  taking  any  oath,  or  other  moleftation,  enjoy 
his  Canon's  place  in  the  College."  Morley  replied, 
that  he  could  not  accept  the  intended  kindnefs ;  "  for 

*   Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  vol.  iii.  p.  209,  210. 

f  Excellent  Contemplations,  &c.,  of  Arthur,  Lord  Capel,  with  fome 
Account  of  his  Life.  i2mo.  1683,  p.  142.  Two  fhort  letters  written  to 
Lady  Capel  from  the  Tower,  exprefs  fo  ardent  a  love,  and  fuch  a  firm 
Chriftian  faith,  as  might  have  touched  the  heart  of  any  other  men  than 
the  rebels  of  that  day. 
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when  Dr.  Fell  (then  the  Dean),  Dr.  Gardner,  Dr. 
Paine,  Dr.  Hammond,  and  Dr.  Sanderfon,  and  all  the 
reft  of  the  College  were  turned  out,  except  Dr.  Wall, 
he  mould  take  it  to  be,  if  not  a  fin,  yet  a  fhame,  to 
be  left  behind  with  him  only."  * 

After  the  King's  death,  Morley  retired  to  Holland 
to  attend  on  Charles  II.,  and  was  one  of  his  moft 
faithful  adherents  during  his  exile.  For  many  years 
fucceflively  at  Antwerp,  the  Hague,  and  Breda,  "  he 
read  the  Jervice  of  the  Church  twice  every  day,  cate- 
chized once  a  week,  and  adminiftered  the  Communion 
once  a  month  to  all  the  Englifh  who  would  come  to 
it,  without  receiving  or  expecting  any  reward."!" 

The  efteem  and  regard  of  fuch  a  Prelate  conferred 
an  honourable  diftinction  on  his  Chaplain,  which  is 
now  reflected  back  on  Morley 's  name  in  the  gentle 
rays  of  Ken's  luftre.  Their  friendmip  was  cemented 
by  a  common  attachment  to  Izaak  Walton  (then  in  his 
Both  year),  the  humble  gueft  of  the  Bifhop,  and  the 
venerable  friend  of  his  Chaplain.  The  Palace  at 
Winchefter  was  not  very  long  enlivened  by  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  other  Chaplain,  George  Hooper ;  "  for 
Archbifhop  Sheldon  dining  one  day  at  Chelfy  with 
the  Bimop,  told  him  he  had  a  requeft  to  make  him, 
which  was  to  give  him  fomething  he  valued,  or  to  that 


*  Walton's  Life  of  Sanderfon.     Zouch's  edit,  vol.  ii.  p.  221. 

•f-  Wood's  Athenae  Oxonienfes,  vol.  ii.  p.  770.  Mr.  Bowles  (Life  of 
Ken,  vol.  i.  p.  97)  has  imagined  that  Morley,  during  the  Great  Rebel- 
lion, took  (helter  for  fome  time  at  Izaak  Walton's  cottage  in  Stafford- 
mire.  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  (in  his  Life  of  Izaac  Walton,  prefixed  to 
Pickering's  edition  of  Walton  and  Cotton's  Complete  Angler,  p.  xxx.) 
obferves,  that  "  there  is  no  evidence  that  Morley  ever  vifited  Walton  in 
Staffordshire,  or  was  indebted  to  him  for  any  particular  fervices." 
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effect.  On  the  Bifhop's  telling  his  Grace  that  it 
fhould  be  at  his  fervice,  the  Archbifhop  then  told  him 
it  was  his  Chaplain,  Mr.  Hooper,  who  he  was  very 
forry  to  part  with,  but  exprefled  great  willingnefs  to 
do  it,  as  he  thought  it  would  be  for  the  good  of  the 
Church,  and  an  advantage  to  Mr.  H.,  who  accordingly 
removed  to  Lambeth  Houfe.*  Bifhop  Morley  ever 
retained  a  great  regard  for  him,  infomuch  that  he  fent 
for  him  to  attend  him  on  his  death  bed."f  In  this  laft 
office,  as  we  mall  afterwards  fee,  he  was  aflifted  by 
Ken.  They  were  thus  united  in  miniftering  once 
more  to  their  fpiritual  father,  whofe  departure  from 
this  world,  though  it  difcharged  them  from  the  bond 
of  a  common  duty  towards  him,  did  not  diflblve  their 
friendfhip. 

The  ftate  of  the  Church  of  England  in  1672,  when 
Ken  came  to  Winchefter,  prefented  fearful  fymptoms 
of  a  decay  that  increafed  as  time  went  on.  It  was 
therefore  a  great  benefit  to  him  to  have  the  counfel  of 
fuch  a  Prelate,  after  whofe  example  he  might  fafely 
model  his  own  miniftry.  Bifhop  Morley  was  inceflant 
in  all  the  duties  of  his  public  and  private  life,  in  prayer 
and  failing,  in  works  of  mercy  to  the  poor,  of  munifi- 
cence for  the  benefit  and  dignity  of  his  fucceflbrs ; 

*  "  Hooper  lived  in  the  Archbifhop's  family  in  great  familiarity  and 
greater  truft  :  his  Grace  imparted  many  important  fecrets  of  thofe  times 
to  him,  both  about  men  and  things  ;  and  with  the  other  Archbifhop  of 
York  (Dr.  Dolbin)  ufed  always  to  call  him  Father  Hooper,  as  being 
quite  bald  upon  the  top  of  his  head,  which  made  the  two  Archbifhops 
order  him,  one  day  when  they  were  both  together,  to  get  a  perruke, 
which  was  then  thought  too  effeminate  for  the  clergy  by  the  grave  pre- 
lates then  at  the  head  of  the  Church." — MSS.  Memoir  of  Dr.  Hooper, 
by  Mrs.  Prowfe.  This  pafTage  will  alfo  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to 
Trevor's  Life  and  Times  of  William  III.  f  Ibid. 
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fimple  in  his  manners,  zealous  for  the  honour  of  God, 
felf-denying  amidft  a  frivolous  and  diffipated  Court, 
energetic  and  conftant  in  all  difficulties. 

In  the  fame  temper  of  mind  Ken  advanced  to  an 
equal  ftation.  His  offices  of  Fellow  of  Winchefter 
College,  Prebendary  of  the  Cathedral,  and  Chaplain  to 
the  Bifhop,  were  not  occupation  enough  for  a  mind 
intent  on  bringing  men  to  Chrift.  He  could  not  reft 
without  fome  parochial  charge ;  and  having  before 
ferved  the  neglected  diftrict  of  St.  John  in  the  Soke, 
he  found  it  ftill  without  a  paftor,  and  the  hearts  of 
the  people  turned  from  the  Church  by  the  contentious 
fpirit  of  the  Anabaptifts.  With  the  confent  of  his 
Bifhop  he  undertook  the  laborious  charge  gratuitoufly. 
His  difregard  of  money  was  a  prominent  feature  in 
his  character ;  the  fulfilment  of  the  paftoral  office  was 
the  one  fimple  defire  that  governed  his  actions, — 
"well  done,  good  and  faithful  fervant,"  the  one 
reward  to  which  he  looked.  Hawkins  fays,  "his 
moft  exemplary  goodnefs  and  piety  did  eminently 
exert  itfelf  in  the  Society  of  Winchefter;  for  that  Col- 
lege being  chiefly  defigned  by  its  Founder  for  a  retired 
and  ftudious  life,  what  could  a  great  and  generous 
fpirit  propofe  ?  but  the  good  of  fouls,  and  the  GLORY 
of  that  God,  to  whom  he  conftantly  afcribed  it,  even  in 
his  moft  familiar  letters.  And  for  this  purpofe  he  kept 
a  conftant  courfe  of  preaching  at  St.  John's  Church  in 
the  Soke,  near  Winton,  where  there  was  no  preaching 
minifter,  and  which  he  therefore  called  his  Cure."* 

Thus  he  devoted  his  beft  energies  to  the  poor  of 

*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  4. 
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St.  John's.  The  influence  of  his  love,  and  zeal,  and 
knowledge  of  the  human  heart,  were  heightened  by 
the  fervour  of  his  eloquence.  If  by  any  powers  of 
the  Chriftian  orator  he  might  move  men  to  holinefs, 
he  would  fain  employ  them  all  in  the  great  caufe. 
He  did  not  therefore  undervalue  this  accomplishment; 
but  followed  the  footfteps  of  the  moft  pious  and  labo- 
rious Fathers  and  confeflbrs  of  the  primitive  Church. 
Their  impaflioned  oratory  was  not  directed  to  a  mere 
religious  excitement,  and  a  tranfient  impulfe,  but  to 
fever  their  people  from  the  love  of  worldly  things, — 
to  call  them  out  of  the  din  of  emulations  and  ftrifes 
to  a  blefTed  peace.  Vehement,  ftern,  perfuafive,  and 
loving,  they  alternately  fhook  men  "  by  the  terror  of 
the  Lord,"  and  melted  them  by  the  mercies  and  hopes 
of  the  Gofpel. 

St.  Chryfoftom,  whofe  eloquence  was  compared  to 
a  golden  river,  everywhere  praifes  St.  Paul  for  his 
ikill  in  moving  men's  hearts  to  the  fear  and  love  of 
God.  "  Thus  inftructed,"  he  fays,  "  and  walking  in 
the  fteps  of  his  Mafter,  Paul  hath  varied  his  difcourfe 
according  to  the  need  of  his  difciples,  at  one  time 
ufing  knife  and  cautery,  at  another  applying  mild 
remedies,"  &c.  And  thus  alfo  Ken  omitted  no  force 
of  perfuafion  to  awaken  his  hearers,  and  withdraw 
them  from  fin  and  fchifm.  He  reaped  the  rich 
reward  of  his  labours  in  gathering  many  into  the 
bofom  of  the  Church. 

Such  were  his  unwearied  patience  and  charity  in  his 
paftoral  cares  ;  the  kindeft  of  men  towards  others, 
himfelf  mortified  to  all  worldly  pleafures,  and  afraid 
of  nothing  fo  much  as  a  foft  luxurious  life,  he  was 
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difciplined  to  untiring  exertions  for  the  fpread  of 
divine  truth.  He  feemed  to  realize  Bifhop  Taylor's 
prayer  :  "  Oh  give  me  the  fpirit  of  mortification  and 
humility,  that  I  may  be  gentle  to  others  and  fevere  to 
myfelf."  His  biographer,  Hawkins,  defcribes  that 
"  in  the  evening,  when  he  loved  to  enjoy  the  fociety 
of  his  friends,  he  was  fo  worn  down  with  the  exertions 
and  fatigue  of  the  day,  that  with  difficulty  he  kept 
his  eyes  open ;  and  then  feemed  only  to  go  to  reft 
with  no  other  purpofe  than  the  refrefhing  and  enabling 
him  with  more  vigour  and  chearfulnefs  to  fing  his 
Morning  Hymn." — "  And  that  neither  his  ftudy 
might  be  the  aggreflbr  on  his  hours  of  inftruction  ;  or 
what  he  judged  his  duty,  prevent  his  improvement ; 
or  both  interrupt  his  clofet  addrefTes  to  his  God,  he 
ftrictly  accuftomed  himfelf  to  but  one  fleep,  which 
often  obliged  him  to  rife  at  one  or  two  of  the  clock  in 
the  morning,  and  fometimes  fooner ;  and  this  grew  fo 
habitual  that  it  continued  with  him  almoft  till  his  laft 
illnefs."* 

*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  5.  Archbifhop  Williams,  Bifhops 
Andrewes,  Hammond,  Morley,  and  many  other  divines  of  the  feven- 
teenth  century,  exercifed  the  fame  habitual  abftinence  from  fleep. 
"  From  his  youth  to  his  old  age  Archbifhop  Williams  afked  but  three 
hours  fleep  in  twenty-four  to  keep  him  in  good  plight  of  health.  This 
we  all  knew  who  lived  in  his  family.  It  would  not  quickly  be  believed, 
but  that  a  cloud  of  witnefles  will  avouch  it,  that  it  was  ordinary  with 
him  to  begin  his  ftudies  at  fix  of  the  clock,  and  continue  them  till  three 
in  the  morning,  and  be  ready  again  by  feven  to  walk  in  the  circle  of  his 
indefatigable  labours."  Bifhop  Racket's  Life  of  Archbifhop  Williams, 
part  i.  p.  7.  "  Dr.  Hammond's  temperance  in  fleep  refembled  that  of 
his  meals,  midnight  being  the  ufual  time  of  his  going  to  reft,  and  four 
or  five,  and  very  rarely  fix,  the  hour  of  his  rifing."  Fell's  Life  of 
Hammond,  Dove's  edition,  p.  327.  Of  Bifhop  Bull  we  are  told,  that 
"  frequently  during  the  night, — for  he  was  accuftomed  to  retire  late  and 
rife  early, — he  was  heard  lifting  up  his  foul  to  God  in  frequent  prayer 
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The  inhabitants  of  the  Soke  crowded  to  the  church 
of  St.  John,  to  hear  the  words  of  truth  that  flowed 
from  the  lips  of  their  humble  Curate,  as  in  a  later 
period,  when  he  became  a  Bifhop,  the  courtiers  of  the 
palace  thronged  the  chapel  of  St.  James's  to  receive 
his  more  authoritative  lefTons.  The  word  of  God 
cannot  return  to  Him  void ;  His  kingdom  muft  in 
the  end  ftretch  forth  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the 
left, — for  that  word  and  that  kingdom  have  a  fpiritual 
life.  Ken  was  the  happy  inftrument  of  contributing 
to  this  great  defign  of  unity  by  the  converfion  of  his 
fectarian  hearers :  "  he  brought  many  Anabaptifts  to 
the  Church  of  England,  and  baptized  them  himfelf."4 

His  Expofition  of  the  Sacrament  of  Baptifm,  in 
the  Practice  of  Divine  Love,  publifhed  many  years 
afterwards,  exhibits  his  view  of  its  vital  efficacy,  and 
his  earneft  defire  to  bring  men  to  a  juft  fenfe  of  its 
bleflednefs.  There  is  not,  perhaps,  in  our  language 
a  more  clear  and  emphatic  teflimony  to  the  Catholic 
doclrine  of  Regeneration  in  Baptifm, — from  "  a  death 
unto  fin,  and  a  new  birth  unto  righteoufnefs."  He 
fays,— 

"  Glory  be  to  Thee,  O  Jefu,  Who  by  Water ^  that  wafhes 
away  the  filth  of  the  body,  doft  reprefent  to  my  faith  Thy 
invijible  grace  in  Baptifm^  which  fpiritually  wafhes  and  cleanfes 
the  foul. 

"  Glory  be  to  Thee,  O  blefled  Lord,  Who  in  Baptifm 
faveft  us,  not  by  the  outward  warning,  but  by  the  inward 

in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  flock,  or  elfe  giving  utterance  to  his  feelings  by 
fmging  fome  of  the  pfalms,  as  rendered  in  the  old  verfion,  which  (as 
did  Bilhop  Beveridge)  he  greatly  preferred  to  the  new."  Teale's  Lives 
of  Englifh  Divines,  p.  202. 

*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  4. 
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purifying  Grace  accompanied  with  a  fmcere  vow,  and  ftipu- 
lation  of  a  good  confcience  towards  God  ;  by  which  Thy 
propitious  love  brought  me  into  Thy  Church,  the  fpiritual 
Ark,  to  fave  me  from  perifhing  in  the  Deluge  of  fin,  which 
overwhelms  the  generality  of  the  world  ;  and  therefore  all 
love,  all  glory  be  to  Thee. 

"  Glory  be  to  Thee,  O  Jefu,  Who  from  our  death  to  fin, 
in  our  Baptifm  doft  raife  us  to  a  new  life,  and  doft  breathe 
into  us  the  breath  of  love,  "Tis  to  this  L aver  of  Regeneration, 
we  are  born  again  by  water  and  the  Spirit,  by  a  new  birth 
unto  righteoufnefs ;  that  as  the  natural  birth  propagated  fin, 
our  fpiritual  birth  mould  propagate  grace,  for  which  all  love, 
all  glory  be  to  Thee. 

"  Glory  be  to  Thee,  O  moft  indulgent  Love,  Who  in  our 
Baptifm  doft  give  us  the  holy  fpirit  of  love,  to  be  the  principle 
of  new  life,  and  of  love  in  us,  to  infufe  into  our  fouls  a  fuper- 
natural,  habitual  Grace,  and  ability  to  obey  and  love  Thee, 
for  which  all  love,  all  glory  be  to  Thee. 

"  Glory  be  to  Thee,  O  compaffionate  Love,  Who,  when 
we  were  conceived  and  born  in  fin,  of  finful  parents,  when 
we  fprang  from  a  root  wholly  corrupt,  and  were  all  children 
of  wrath,  haft  in  our  Baptifm  made  us  children  of  Thy  own 
heavenly  Father  by  adoption  and  Grace  :  when  we  were 
heirs  of  Hell,  haft  made  us  heirs  of  Heaven,  even  joint  heirs, 
with  Thy  own  Self,  of  Thy  own  glory ;  for  which  with  all 
the  powers  of  my  foul  I  adore  and  love  Thee."  * 

*  Praftice  of  Divine  Love,  edit.  1686,  pp.  135  and  136.  The  fame 
fentiment  is  exprefled  in  his  poems  :— 

"  Chriftians,  who  Chrift's  anointed  are, 
In  His  celeftial  un£Hon  mare  ; 
The  Spirit,  templing  in  their  hearts, 
His  all-fufficient  aid  imparts. 
O  may  I,  with  a  faith  unfeign'd, 
Preferve  my  Chriftian  name  unftain'd  : 
To  copy  Chrift  O  may  I  drive, 
From  whom  I  that  dear  name  derive  : 
And  die,  when  death  mall  me  arreft, 
A  Chriftian,  with  Chrift's  unftion  bleft." 
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In  the  courfe  of  thefe  labours  an  incident  occurred 
to  raife  his  faintly  character  among  the  people  of  St. 
John's.  A  young  child,  who  from  fome  fever,  appa- 
rently of  teething,  had  loft  the  ufe  of  his  limbs  until 
the  age  of  fix,  was  reftored  to  health  within  a  week  or 
ten  days  of  his  being  baptized  by  Ken,  and  at  the  end 
of  a  month  walked  to  Church.  The  particulars 
cannot  be  better  told  than  by  his  own  mother,  in  the 
words  of  the  following  document,  preferred  among 
the  Baker  manufcripts  in  the  Britim  Mufeum  : — 

"  The  Copy  of  an  Account  given  by  Sarah  Cante,  how  her 
fon  was  wonderfully  cured  of  Fitts,  &c.  by  being 
baptiz'd  by  Dr.  Kenn. 

"  In  anfwere  to  your  defire,  my  Boy,  of  whome  you  inquire, 
was  a  lufty  child  born,  and  had  his  health  very  well,  and  all 
his  teeth,  and  could  go  by  the  time  he  was  a  year  old.  Near 
to  the  fame  age  he  was  taken  with  Fitts  both  inward  and 
outward,  wh  were  fo  violent  that  he  loft  the  ufe  of  his 
legs,  and  likewife  they  caufed  all  his  teeth  to  fall  out  of  his 
Head  by  the  roots.  He  crawled  on  his  Breech  five  years, 
by  the  ill  confequence  of  thefe  fits,  wh  made  his  fkin  as  hard 
as  a  travelling  (man's)  foot. 

"  The  Friday  before  he  was  baptiz'd  (the  Sunday  following) 
he  had  fo  violent  a  fitt,  that  the  Spectators  very  much  doubted 
of  his  recovery.  The  force  of  that  fit  turned  out  his  two  laft 
teeth  by  the  roots,  fo  that  he  had  then  none  left.  About  a 
week  and  odd  days  after  he  was  baptiz'd,  fitting  at  the  Door 
in  his  chair,  one  of  his  Playmates,  a  little  Girle,  called  him 
Tattie ;  the  child  (which  never  fpake  before)  anfwer'd,  my 
name  is  not  Tattie,  my  name  is  Mathew,  Dr.  Kenn  has 
baptiz'd  me.  About  a  fortnight  after,  fitting  at  the  Door  in 
a  chair,  he  ftarted  up  and  went  among  his  Play-fellows  with- 
out being  bid,  and  without  leading  j  and  that  very  day  month 
following  his  Baptifm,  he  went  in  my  hand  to  the  Church, 
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in  which  he  was  baptiz'd  (which  is  near  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  my  then  dwelling),  and  anfwered  feveral  queftions  of 
the  Church  Catechifm.  Since  his  Baptifm  he  hath  continued 
well,  both  in  fpeaking  and  going,  and  has  14  teeth.  The 
breeding  of  the  two  firft  put  him  into  a  violent  Feaver,  by 
means  of  the  hardnefs  of  his  gums,  but  no  fign  of  any  fit,  as 
a  relick  of  the  afore-mentioned ;  and  is  as  fine  a  lad  in  my 
eyes  as  one  in  an  hundred. 

"  This  is  an  account  from  her  who  holds  herfelf  unworthy 
of  fo  great  a  favour. 

"  SARAH  CANTE."  * 

Baker  adds  in  a  note, — 

"  This  I  had  from  the  Mafter,  Dr.  Jenkin,  who  was  much 
with  Bifhop  Kenn,  in  Lord  Weymouth's  family." 

There  is  nothing  in  this  ftory  much  beyond  one  of 
thofe  great  turns  (the  effect  of  medicine,  or  fome 
other  unaccountable  effort  of  nature)  which  we  are  in 
the  habit  of  calling  "wonderful  cures."  The  anti- 
quary, Thomas  Baker,  who  records  it,  Dr.  Jenkin, 
who  gave  him  the  paper,  and  Ken,  from  whom  this 
laft  received  it, — all  men  of  good  found  fenfe, — 
believed  the  faff,  and  told  the  truth. 

From  a  pafTage  in  Evelyn's  Diary  fome  years  after- 
wards, it  would  feem  that  Ken  thought  it  to  be  a  mira- 
culous cure.  Many  years  afterwards,  when  he  was  a 
Bifhop,  he  either  chanced  to  be  at  Winchefler,  or  went 
there  on  purpofe  to  wait  upon  James  II.,  who  was  on 
his  way  to  Portfmouth  to  infpect  the  fortifications. 
Evelyn  and  Pepys  went  down  in  a  coach  and  fix  to 
pay  their  refpects  to  the  King.  They  arrived  the 
fecond  day  (Sept.  16,  1685),  "foon  enough  to  waite 

*  Harleian  MSS.  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  7034,  vol.7,  £01.44.6. 
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on  the  King,  who  was  lodg'd  at  the  Dean's  (Dr. 
Meggot)." 

"  I  found,"  fays  the  worthy  chronicler,  "  very  few  with 
him  befides  my  Lords  Fevermam,  Arran,  Newport,  and  the 
Bifliop  of  Bath  and  Wells.  His  Ma*7  was  difcourfing  with 
the  Bifhops*  concerning  miracles,  and  what  ftrange  things 
the  Saludadorsf  would  do  in  Spaine,  as  by  creeping  into 
heated  ovens  without  hurt,  and  that  they  had  a  black  crofle  in 
the  roofe  of  their  mouthes,  but  yet  were  commonly  notorious 
and  profane  wretches  ;  upon  which  his  Majefty  further  faid, 
that  he  was  fo  extreamly  difficult  of  miracles,  for  feare  of  being 
impof 'd  upon,  that  if  he  mould  chance  to  fee  one  himfelfe, 
without  fome  other  witnefles,  he  mould  apprehend  it  a  delufion 
of  his  fenfes.  Then  they  fpake  of  y6  boy  who  was  pretended 
to  have  a  wanting  leg  reftor'd  to  him,  fo  confidently  aflerted 
by  Fr.  de  Sta.  Clara  and  others.  To  all  which  the  B I/hop 
added  a  greate  miracle^  happening  in  Winchefter  to  his  certaine 
knowledge,  of  a  poor  miferably  fick  and  decrepit  child  (as  I 
remember  long  kept  unbaptiz'd)  who  immediately  on  his  baptifm 
recovered;  as  alfo  of  ye  falutary  effect  of  K.  Charles,  his 
Maty'8  father's  blood,  in  healing  one  that  was  blind.  %  There 
was  fomething  faid  of  the  fecond  fight  happening  to  fome 
perfons,  efpecially  Scotch ;  upon  which  his  Ma*7,  and  I  think 
Lord  Arran,"  (for  nothing  is  more  catching  than  a  fucceflion 

of  tales  of  wonder)  "  told  us  that  Mons.  ,  a  French 

nobleman,  lately  here  in  England,  feeing  the  late  Duke  of 
Monmouth  come  into  ye  play-houfe  at  London,  fuddenly 
cried  out  to  fomebody  fitting  in  the  fame  box,  Voila,  Monfieur^ 
comme  il  entre  fans  fete.  Afterwards  his  Maty  fpoke  of  fome 
reliques  that  had  effe&ed  ftrange  cures,  particularly  a  piece  of 
our  Bl.  Saviour's  crofle,"  &c. 

*  The  other  Bifhop  prefent  was  probably  Mews  of  Winchefter. 

f  For  an  account  of  thefe  Spanifh  jugglers,  fee  Evelyn's  note  to  this 
paflage  of  what  Pepys  told  him  about  their  pretended  miracles. 

J  For  a  fomewhat  fimilar  cure  afcribed  to  Charles,  during  the  treaty 
of  Newport,  fee  Peck's  Defederata  Curiofa,  p.  392. 
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Many  arguments  might  be  raifed  on  this  ftory  of 
the  "  poor  miferably  fick  and  decrepit  child."  It  has 
fubjected  Ken  to  the  charge  of  credulity,  the  juftice  of 
which  may  be  reafonably  queftioned.  Mr.  Macaulay 
imputes  to  him,  that  his  "  intellect  was  darkened  by 
many  fuperftitions  and  prejudices,"  though  he  pays  a 
high  tribute  to  his  moral  character ;  which,  he  fays, 
"  impartially  confidered,  fuftains  a  comparifon  with 
any  in  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  and  feems  to  approach,  as 
near  as  human  frailty  permits,  to  the  ideal  perfection 
of  Chriftian  virtue."*  We  are  to  remember,  that  the 
event  here  fpoken  of  occurred  above  a  century  and  a 
half  ago,  when  the  belief  of  miraculous  interpolations 
degenerated  even  into  abfurd  notions  of  the  power  of 
witchcraft.  If  Ken  is  to  be  judged  by  the  ftandard  of 
that  age,  he  appears  to  have  held  the  received  opinions 
of  miracles  and  vifions  in  a  lefTened,  rather  than  an 
exaggerated,  degree,  and  will  experience  no  diminution 
of  our  reverence  from  his  belief  in  the  undeniable 
recovery  of  the  fick  child.  Of  cures  wrought  by 
imagination,  though  wearing  the  appearance  of  mi- 
racles, and  of  which  the  records  are  both  authentic 
and  abundant,  no  one  can  entertain  any  reafonable 
doubt.  The  obfcuration  of  fuch  a  credulity  neither 
clouded  the  eloquence  of  Jeremy  Taylor,  nor  the  wit 
of  South,  nor  the  learning  of  Bull.  Neither  has  it 
aflbciated  the  name  of  Ken  with  thofe  monftrous  and 
revolting  prodigies  which  gained  credence  from  the 
gloomy  fancies  of  his  contemporary  Baxter ; — nor 
coupled  him  with  thofe  Puritan  divines  who  carried 

*  Macaulay's  Hiftory  of  England,  fth  edition,  vol.  i.  p.  632. 
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on  dialogues  with  the  devil,  fpeaking  from  the  bodies 
of  thofe  who  were  fuppofed  to  labour  under  demo- 
niacal porTeflion.  It  is  not  neceflary  for  the  vindica- 
tion of  Ken's  healthinefs  of  intellect  to  fay,  that  the 
Baptifts,  even  fince  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  reforted 
to  the  anointing  of  the  fick  with  oil,  and  afcribed 
immediate  efficacy  to  the  practice.*  We  cannot  doubt 
that  he  joined  in  the  univerfal  and  irrefiftible  conviction 
of  all  ages,  that  God's  prefence  and  mercy  are  teftified 
in  a  thoufand  ways  beyond  the  common  courfe  of  His 
providential  government.  We  know  that  the  power 
of  the  Almighty  is  illustrated  by  influences  of  which 
HE  Himfelf  is  the  only  Author  and  exclusive  Agent, 
and  for  which  the  finite  reafon  of  man  cannot  fatif- 
factorily  account.  When  thefe  inftances  occur,  the 
tendency  of  credulous  minds  is  to  afcribe  them  to 
the  miraculous  agency  of  fome  created  being ;  but 
this  does  not  invalidate  the  facts.  The  belief  of 
God's  interpofition,  by  particular  mercies,  exalts  the 
happinefs  of  His  creatures,  by  bringing  them  every 
moment  in  communion  with  Him,  as  the  fountain  of 
all  bleflings.  His  miracles  of  mercy,  or  of  judgment, 
are  not  inconfiftent  with  the  laws  of  nature,  becaufe 
our  feeble  minds  cannot  reconcile  them  ;  and  he  is  a 
bold  man  who  will  venture  to  draw  the  exact  line 

*  For  a  few,  among  innumerable  other,  inftances  of  the  prevailing 
credulity  of  that  age,  fee  Maflingberd's  Eng.  Reform11"  znd  edit.  pp.  221, 
222.  Reliquiae  Baxterianae,  p.  75.  Samuel  Clarke's  Lives  of  Sundry 
Englifh  Divines,  London,  1651,  pp.  373,  387-8,  392,  397,  402,  458  to 
461.  Whifton's  Memoirs,  1749,  pp.  433  to  454.  See  alfo \Yalton's  Lives 
(Zouch's  edit.  vol.  i.  p.  74)  for  an  account  of  Dr.  Donne's  Vifion  ;  and 
Dr.  Gardner's  Life  of  Bifhop  Browning  (1660,  i2mo.  p.  2 12),  who  teftified 
to  his  belief  of  a  miraculous  interpofition.  Aytoun's  Lays  of  the  Scottifh 
Cavaliers,  pp.  330,  337.  Coleridge's  Literary  Remains,  vol.  iv.  p.  89. 
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between  phyfical  caufes  and  fpecial  interpofitions  of 
divine  agency,  or  to  pronounce  God's  general  govern- 
ment of  the  world  to  be  irreconcilable  with  particular 
providences.  Any  parent  who  has  had  a  beloved 
child  fnatched,  as  it  were,  from  the  arms  of  death,  and 
reftored  to  health  againft  all  reafonable  hope,  will  not 
fear  to  blefs  God,  Whofe  divine  interpofition  has 
wrought  a  miracle  of  mercy.  It  was  in  full  con- 
fiftency  with  the  habitual  frame  of  Ken's  mind  to  adopt 
the  foothing  thought,  that  in  all  our  trials,  as  in  all 
our  bleflings,  the  myfterious  agencies  from  within  the 
veil,  the  guardianfhip  of  angels,  and  the  power  of 
interceflbry  prayer,  are  amongft  the  rich  promifes  of 
Revelation. 


1674]      Bijhop  of  Bath  and  Jf^ells.         103 


CHAPTER   V. 

Ken's  Manual  of  Prayers  for  Winchejler  Scholars — His 
Morning^  Evening ,  and  Midnight  Hymns — The  Original 
Melody  of  the  Hymns  —  The  Court  of  Charles  II.  at  Win- 
chejier. 

E  may  well  believe  that  Ken,  having  had 
experience  of  the  temptations  to  which 
the  Winchefter  boys  were  expofed, 
would  now,  as  a  Fellow  of  the  College, 
confider  how  all  future  Scholars  might 
beft  be  preferved  from  the  fafcinating  influence  of  the 
world,  and  trained  to  holinefs.  This  defire  prompted 
him  in  1674  to  compofe  a  Manual  of  Prayers  for 
their  daily  ufe.  He  could  not  offer  a  more  lafting 
memorial  of  his  attachment  to  thofe  early  fcenes  of 
his  youth,  or  a  more  effectual  pledge  of  his  care  for 
future  Wykehamifts.  It  is  a  meflage  to  them  of 
earneft  love :  it  warns  them  of  the  deceitful  fnares 
that  furround  their  path,  and  allures  them  to  virtue 
by  every  holy  motive,  and  by  the  moft  eminent 
examples  of  early  piety  recorded  in  the  Scriptures. 

"  Do  but  confider,"  he  fays,  "  how  welcome  a  young 
convert  is  to  God :  it  was  to  young  Samuel  that  God  re- 
vealed Himfelf,  and  that  at  fuch  a  time,  too,  when  the  word 
of  God  was  precious  and  very  rare,  to  mow  how  much  God 
honoured  a  young  prophet :  and  you  know  that  St.  John, 
the  youngeft  of  all  the  difciples,  is  the  only  perfon  of  all  the 

H  4 


104  Life  of  Thomas  Ken,         [1674 

twelve,  who  was  permitted  to  lean  on  our  Saviour's  bofom  at 
the  laft  fupper,  as  deareft  to  Him  in  affe&ion,  and  who  is 
emphatically  called  the  difciple  whom  Jefus  loved :  and  this  is 
fuitable  to  that  gracious  promife,  which  God  made  to  en- 
courage all  young  perfons  to  ferve  Him  ;  /  love  them  that  love 
Me  ;  and  they  that  feck  me  early  jhall  find  Me."  * 

This  Manual  is  full  of  affectionate  counfel,  of 
encouragement  and  perfuafion,  and  of  prayers  fuited 
to  the  age  and  circumftances  of  the  fcholars  of  Win- 
chefter,  and  of  all  young  people.  The  whole  book  is 
a  type  of  his  own  mind.  For  the  morning,  and  the 
noonday,  for  the  evening,  and  the  midnight,  he  gives 
them  devout  ejaculations  and  prayers,  folemn  counfel, 
encouragement  and  warning.  At  every  turn, — "  in 
their  own  chambers,  in  fchool,  in  hall,  in  Chapel,  on 
their  firft  waking,  at  going  to  bed,  before  and  after 
reading  Holy  Scripture,  between  firft  and  fecond  Peal, 
when  they  go  Circum^  in  temptation,  after  fin  com- 
mitted, after  any  blefling  or  deliverance,  at  giving 
alms, — before,  and  in,  and  after  Church," — he  ex- 
prefTes  his  earneft  defire  to  make  them  heavenly- 
minded. 

Above  all,  he  gives  them  "  Directions  for  receiving 
the  Holy  Eucharift, — the  blej/ed  Sacrament,  which  is 
the  moft  divine  and  Jolemn  aft  of  all  our  religion" 
In  thefe  we  have  an  invaluable  record  of  the  true 
nature  of  the  Holy  Eucharift : 

On  the  Outward  Elements. 

"  I  adore  Thee,  O  blefled  Jefus,  my  Lord  and  my  God, 
when  I  confider  what  the  Sacrament  is,  to  which  Thou  now 

*  Manual,  Ed.  1675,  p. 2.  -j-  Ibid.  p. 4. 
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invited  me,  and  of  what  parts  it  confifts  ;  of  an  outward  and 
vifible  Sign,  and  of  an  inward  and  fpiritual  Grace  !  For 
Thou,  Lord,  who  knoweft  our  infirmities,  and  how  little  able 
we  are  to  conceive  things  heavenly  and  fpiritual,  in  pity  to  our 
dark  and  feeble  apprehenfions,  haft  ordained  outward,  and 
obvious,  and  vifible  Signs  to  reprefent  to  our  minds  Thy 
Grace,  which  is  inward  and  invifible  ;  Thou  haft  ordained 
Bread  and  Wine,  which  is  our  corporal  food,  to  picture  out 
to  our  faith  the  food  of  our  fouls. 

"  On  the  Inward  Parts  or  Thing  fignified. 

"  I  know,  O  my  God,  that  I  muft  look  through  the  out- 
ward elements,  and  fix  my  faith  on  that  which  they  fignify, 
and  which  is  the  inward  and  invifible  Grace,  even  Thy  own 
blefled  Body  and  Blood,  which  is  verily  and  indeed  taken,  and 
received  by  the  faithful  in  the  Lord's  Supper.  But  tell  me, 
O  Thou  whom  my  foul  loveth,  how  canft  Thou  give  us 
Thy  flefh  to  eat  ?  Lord,  Thou  haft  told  me  that  Thy 
words  they  are  fpirit,  and  they  are  life,  and  are  therefore 
not  carnally  to  be  underftood;  Lord,  I  believe,  help  Thou  my 
unbelief!* 

"  I  believe  Thy  Body  and  Blood  to  be  as  really  prefent  in 
the  Holy  Sacrament  as  Thy  divine  power  can  make  it,  though 
the  manner  of  Thy  myfterious  prefence  I  cannot  compre- 
hend. 

"  Lord,  I  believe  that  the  Bread  that  we  break,  and  the 
Cup  that  we  drink,  are  not  bare  Signs  only,  but  the  real 
communication  of  Thy  Body  and  Thy  Blood,  and  Pledges 
to  aflure  me  of  it ;  and  I  verily  believe,  that  if  with  due  pre- 
paration I  come  to  the  Altar,  as  certainly  as  I  receive  the 
outward  Signs,  so  certainly  {hall  I  receive  the  Thing  fignified, 
even  Thy  moft  blefled  Body  and  Blood ;  to  receive  which 
ineftimable  bleflings,  O  merciful  Lord,  do  Thou  fit  and  pre- 
pare me :  Amen,  Amen.f 

*  Manual,  Ed.  1675,  p.  42.  f  Ibid.  p.  43. 
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"  A  Thankfgiving  after  receiving. 

"  O  how  plentiful  is  Thy  goodnefs,  my  Lord  and  my  God, 
which  Thou  haft  laid  up  for  thofe  that  put  their  truft  in  Thy 
mercy  !  Was  it  not  Love  infinite  enough,  deareft  Lord,  to 
give  Thyfelf  for  me  on  the  Crofs  ?  Was  not  that  facrifice  of 
Thyfelf  fufficient  to  expiate  the  fins  of  the  whole  world  ? 
What,  Lord,  couldft  Thou,  then,  do  more  for  me  ? 

"  All  the  mighty  hoft  of  Heaven  ftood  amazed  to  fee  the 
Blood  of  God  fhed,  to  fee  their  King  of  glory,  to  Whom, 
from  the  firft  moment  of  their  being,  they  had  fung  their 
Hallelujahs,  nailed  to  a  Crofs ;  and  all  this  to  fave  finners  ! 
Sure,  Lord,  none  of  all  thofe  blefled  fpirits,  with  all  the 
glorious  illuminations  they  had,  could  ever  have  imagined 
how  Thou  couldft  give  Thyfelf  more  to  us  than  Thou  hadft 
done.  And  yet  for  all  this  Thou  haft  wrought  new  miracles 
of  Love  for  us,  and  as  if  it  had  not  been  Love  enough  to 
have  given  Thyfelf  for  us  on  the  Crofs,  Thou  haft  found  out 
a  way  to  give  Thyfelf  to  us  in  the  Holy  Sacrament,  to  unite 
Thyfelf  to  us  with  the  moft  intimate  union  that  it  is  poffible 
to  conceive,  to  become  the  very  food,  the  life,  the  ftrength, 
the  fupport  of  my  foul,  to  become  one  with  me,  to  become 
the  very  Soul  of  my  foul. 

"  O  Lord  God,  this  is  fo  unconceivable  a  blefling,  this  is 
fo  divine  an  Union,  that  the  very  angels,  who  fo  much  defire 
to  look  into  the  great  myftery  of  our  Redemption,  who  learn 
Thy  manifold  wifdom  from  Thy  Church,  and  frequent  the 
places  of  Thy  public  worfhip, — do  croud  about  our  Altar, 
and  with  awful  admiration  contemplate  the  Holy  Sacra- 
ment."* 


*  Manual,  Ed.  1675,  p.  52.  It  is  rather  remarkable,  that  George 
Whitfield  confidered  thefe  "  Direftions  for  receiving  the  Holy  Sacra- 
ment" fo  valuable,  that  in  preparing  the  "  Communion  Morning's 
Companion"  for  his  followers,  he  adopted  the  greater  portion  of  them 
word  for  word,  and  alfo  many  paffages  from  Ken's  "  Practice  of  Divine 
Love  :"  in  fa£l,  the  Meditations  are  wholly  "  extrafted  from  BiJJiop 
Ken,"  A  Communion  Morning's  Companion,  by  George  Whitfield, 
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All  his  biographers,  except  Dr.  Markland,  are  inac- 
curate as  to  the  date  of  this,  his  firft  publication. 
Hawkins  fays  it  was  "  compofed  and  publifhed  about 
the  time  that  Bifhop  Morley  made  him  his  domeftic 
Chaplain,  and  prefented  him  to  the  parfonage  of 
Woodhay,"  which  he  intimates  to  have  been  in  1669. 
This  is  much  too  early ;  for  it  certainly  was  printed 
two  years  after  his  refig nation  of  Woodhay,  and  his 
return  to  Winchefter,  when  as  Fellow  of  the  College 
he  would  naturally  take  a  deep  intereft  in  the  welfare 
of  the  Scholars.  Wood  dates  it  as  late  as  1681  :  but 
we  have  now  before  us  a  copy  publifhed  in  1675,  a 
fmall  1 2mo,  which  was  clearly  the  fecond  edition."  * 

In  the  books  of  the  Stationers'  Company,  Charles 
Brome,  on  the  jrd  of  May,  1680,  entered  a  copy 
f  f  entituled  A  Manual  of  Prayer  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Schollars  of  Winchefter  School:"  this  we  may  prefume 
was  the  third  edition.  The  fourth  appeared  in  1681, 
and  is  that  referred  to  by  Wood.  It  is  a  fmall  1 2mo, 
being  f  c  for  the  ufe  of  the  Scholars  of  Winchefter 
Colledge,  and  all  other  de-vout  Chriftians" 

The  next  edition  we  meet  with  (alfo  in  I2mo.)  is 
dated  1687  :  this  was  after  he  became  a  Bifhop,  and 
when  his  opinions  were  held  by  all  to  be  a  high 


A.B.,  late  of  Pembroke  College,  Oxford,  and  Chaplain  to  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Countefs  of  Huntingdon,  gth  edition,  1782. 

*  In  Robert  Clavel's  "  General  Catalogue  of  Books  printed  fince  the 
dreadful  Fire  of  London  in  1666  to  the  end  of  Trinity  Term,  1674," 
and  at  page  1 5,  under  the  head  of  "  Divinity  in  large  Oftavo,  price  of 
each  6^.,"  and  quite  at  the  end  of  the  lift,  we  have  the  following  entry, 
"  A  Manual  of  Prayers  and  Devotions  for  the  ufe  of  the  S collars  at  Win- 
chefter School,  and  all  young  People :  Printed  for  J.  Martyn."  This 
fixes  the  firft  publication  in  1674. 
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authority  in  doctrine.  It  is  faid  in  the  title-page  to  be 
"  Revifed:"  this  expreflion  deferves  particular  notice, 
as,  fortunately,  the  Manual  did  not  efcape  cenfure 
in  the  lifetime  of  the  Author.  The  Romanifts  had 
cited  one  paflage,  as  if  it  gave  countenance  to  their 
Trent  doctrine  of  the  Invocation  of  Saints.  I  fay 
fortunately,  becaufe  it  called  forth  a  valuable  tefti- 
mony  of  his  faithfulnefs  to  the  belief  of  the  Anglican 
Church.  He  introduces  this  revifed  Edition  of  1687, 
by  the  following 

"  ADVERTISEMENT. 

"  Whereas  a  late  Popifh  Pamphlet  has  injurioufly  affirmed 
that,  in  a  Manual  of  Prayers  for  the  ufe  of  the  Scholars  of 
Winchefter  Colledge,  I  have  taught  the  Scholars  of  Win- 
chefter  to  invocate  the  whole  Court  of  Heaven,  citing  thefe 
words,  page  93,  c  Help  me,  then,  O  ye  blefled  Hoft  of 
Heaven,'  &c.  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  declare  that  by  that 
apoftrophe,  I  did  no  more  intend  the  Popifh  Invocation  of 
Saints  and  Angels,  than  the  holy  Pfalmift  did,  when  he  calls 
upon  the  Sun,  Moon,  and  Stars;  Fire,  Hail, and  Snow,  &c., 
to  praife  God,  Pf.  148  ;  and  to  prevent  all  future  mifmter- 
pretations,  I  have  altered,  not  the  fenfe,  but  the  words  of  that 
paragraph,  and  I  do  folemnly  profefs  that  I  believe  the  Invo- 
cation of  Saints  and  Angels,  as  it  is  practifed  in  the  Church 
of  Rome,  to  be  c  a  fond  thing ,  vainly  invented,  grounded  on  no 
•warranty  of  Scripture,  but  rather  repugnant  to  the  Word  of 
God,'  as  the  xxn  Article  of  the  Church  of  England  ftyles  it, 
to  whofe  judgment  I  humbly  fubmit. 

"  THO.  Bath  and  Wells."  * 
The    original    and    the    revifed    pafTages,    when 

*  This  edition  of  1687  appears  to  be  the  firft  published  with  his  name. 
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collated,  will  fhow  the  fubject  of  the  "injurious" 
criticifm,  and  its  explanation  : 

Ed.  1681.  1687  Revifed. 

"  Help  me,  then,  O  blefTed  Hoft  "  O  ye  blefled  Hoft  of  Heaven, 

of  Heaven  to  celebrate  that  un-  who  rejoice  at  the  converfion  of 
known  forrow,  that  wonderful  one  fmglc  fmner,  adore  and  praife 
Love  which  you  yourfelves  fo  my  crucified  Saviour,  who  dyed 
much  admire,  help  me  to  praife  for  the  fins  of  the  world ;  adore 
my  crucified  Saviour."  and  praife  that  unknown  forrow, 

that  wonderful  Love,   which  you 
yourfelves  muft  needs  admire." 

Thus  the  Roman  Catholic  writers  of  the  day  gained 
nothing  by  their  attempt  to  enlift  Ken's  authority 
in  fupport  of  their  errors.  He  never  relaxed  his 
ftedfaft  adherence  to  the  doctrines  which  he  folemnly 
profefled  on  entering  Holy  Orders.  No  one  could 
have  a  keener  perception  of  the  difference  between 
fupplicating  the  angels,  and  believing  that  they  have 
received  a  holy  charge  to  tend  the  flock  of  the 
"Good  Shepherd:" — tc  O,  my  God,"  he  fays,  in 
his  Practice  of  Divine  Love,  "  I  renounce,  and  deteft> 
and  bewail  as  odious  and  offenjive  to  Thee,  as  direftly 
oppojite  to  'Thy  love  and  to  'Thy  glory,  all  voluntary 
humility  and  worjhipping  of  Angels"*  Whilft  he 
repudiated  this  as  a  fond  thing,  he  knew  that  f<  the 
fervices  of  angels  have  been  ordained  and  conftituted 
in  a  wonderful  order,"  and  that  the  Church  prays  to 
God  that  "  they  may  by  His  appointment  fuccour 
and  defend  us  on  earth. "j"  tf  I  believe,  O- gracious 
Redeemer,  that  Thy  faints  here  on  earth  have  com- 
munion with  the  holy  Angels  above;  that  they  are 

*  Practice  of  Divine  Love,  edit.  1686,  p.  69. 

f  Colleft  for  the  Feftival  of  St.  Michael  and  all  Angels. 
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miniftering  Spirits,  fent  forth  to  minifter  for  them 
who  fhall  be  heirs  of  falvation,  and  watch  over  us ; 
and  we  give  thanks  to  Thee  for  their  protection,  and 
emulate  their  incefTant  praifes  and  ready  obedience. 
For  which  all  Love,  all  Glory  be  to  Thee."1*  This 
comforting  and  blefled  dodrine  is  fully  enunciated 
throughout  his  hymns  and  other  poems.  To  give 
one  example  out  of  many : — in  his  tc  Hymns  for  all 
the  Feftivals  of  the  Tear"  that  on  St.  Michael  and  all 
Angels  f  may  fuffice  to  mow  how  habitually  he 
realized  their  unfeen  prefence,  as  a  link  in  the  chain 
of  communion  between  God  and  man.  He  defcribes 
them  as  living  in  the  beatific  light  of  the  heavenly 
fpheres ;  their  pure  wills,  and  unchangeable  love, 
their  untiring  zeal,  expreffed  in  hymns  fung  to  their 
celeftial  lyres ;  their  conquefts  over  Satan  and  his 
fallen  angels ;  their  attendance  on  Abraham,  Lot, 
Elijah,  Daniel,  &c.,  on  Chrift  in  the  wildernefs,  in 
his  agony,  &c. : 

"  You  kept  the  grave,  where  He  repofed  ; 
His  glorious  rifmg  you  difcloPd  ; 
You  to  the  mountain  went, 
Attending  His  Afcent, 
You  fhall  the  trump  to  Judgement  found, 
And  with  obfequious  wings  the  Judge  furround." 

They  miniftered  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  and  now 
are  faithful  guides  to  all  devout  wormippers.  They 
join  with  our  aflemblies  in  prayer  and  hymns : 

"  You  in  God's  houfe  Trifagwns  fmg, 
You  veil  your  rays  with  awful  wing, 


*    Praftice  of  Divine  Love,  edit.  1686,  p.  50. 
f   Ken's  Poems,  vol.  i.  p.  384^ 
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Our  temples  you  frequent, 
Devotion  to  foment, 
God's  boundlefs  wifdom  there  to  hear, 
Myfterious  truths  to  learn,  and  to  revere." 

He  affirms  that  they  are  cognizant  of  all  our  ways, 
chide  our  neglect,  animate  our  hearts  to  holy  love, 
aflift  and  ftrengthen  us  in  temptation,  glory  in  our 
conversion,  and  encircle  the  beds  of  faints.  They 
befriend  the  Church  of  Chrift,  as  ready  watchers  to 
counter-work  the  evil  influence  of  the  great  Ufurper 
and  his  legions,  who  confpire  to  delude,  beguile,  and 
pollute  mankind.  They  always  behold,  and  adore, 
and  love,  and  hymn  the  Lamb ;  fly  to  execute  His 
decrees  on  obdurate  tinners,  to  encourage  the  devo- 
tions of  believers,  and  in  all  our  neceflities  difpenfe 
their  heavenly  aid : 

"  To  work  our  blifs,  to  guard  from  woe 
You  the  expanfe  pafs  hourly  to  and  fro. 
You  on  the  heirs  of  Heaven  attend, 
To  comfort,  counfel,  warn,  defend, 
You  in  their  infant-age 
To  tender  them  engage. 
You  quicken  faints  who  grow  remifs, 
And  you  at  death  tranfport  their  fouls  to  blifs." 

We  have  an  interefting  teftimony  to  the  value  of 
this  Winchefter  Manual  in  a  propofal,  fhortly  after 
Ken's  death,  to  publifh  an  edition  in  Greek,  which 
unfortunately  was  not  carried  into  effect,  although  the 
tranflation  was  made.  The  writer  of  the  following 
letter  was  probably  a  defcendant  of  Dr.  Buckeridge, 
Bifhop  of  Ely  :— 

"  REV.  SIR,  "  Godington,  Feb.  21,  17}'. 

"  SINCE  I  had  the  honor  of  your  laft  letter,  I  have 
attempted  and  finiftied  a  tranflation  of  Bp.  Ken's  "  Manual 
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of  Prayers  for  the  ufe  of  the  Scholars  of  Winchefter  College  " 
into  Greek,  which  I  have  done  with  great  care  and  diligence, 
intending,  if  I  had  any  encouragement,  to  make  it  publick.  I 
am  not  able  (though  it  be  a  fmall  thing)  to  be  at  the  charge 
of  doing  it  myfelf,  and  fancy  that  might  be  alleviated,  if  Mr. 
Vice-Chancellor  would  confent  that  it  might  be  printed  at  the 
Uriiverfity  PrefTe.  Sir,  if  it  be  proper  for  you  to  intercede 
with  him  for  fuch  a  favour,  I  humbly  requeft  you  to  do  it. 
If  it  can't  be  done,  I  fhall  reft  contented  with  my  labour  for 
my  pains.  I  know  that  two  things  of  the  fame  nature  have 
been  received  well  in  the  world,  and  thofe  are  Bp.  An- 
drewes's  Prayers  in  Greek,  and  Dr.  Whitaker's  tranflation 
of  his  uncle,  Dr.  Nowell's,  Catechifm  into  Greek,  though  I 
am  very  well  fatisfyed  of  the  difproportion  between  their 
abilitys  and  mine.  Sir,  I  leave  it  to  your  judgement  whether 
it  deferves  any  thoughts  from  you  concerning  the  publication 
of  it.  If  it  does,  and  it  takes  effecl:,  I  will  add  the  Hymns, 
when  revifed  and  corrected,  to  it. 

"  I  am,  SIR,  with  all  imaginable  refpecl:, 

"  Your  dutiful,  humble  fervant, 

"WM.  BUCKERIDGE.* 

"  To  Dr.  Turner, 

PrefidentofC.C.C.  Oxford." 

As  a  crowning  proof  of  his  affection  for  Winchefter 
fcholars,  Ken  compofed  three  Hymns  for  their  Morn- 
ing, Evening,  and  Midnight  hours,  little  thinking  that 
they  would  be  handed  down  to  the  Church,  and  find 
a  place  in  her  fervices,  and  be  treafured  up,  fo  long  as 
the  Engliih  language  fhall  laft,  for  the  comfort,  not 
of  young  Chriftians  only,  but  of  all  devout  perfons. 

It  has  been  erroneoufly  fuppofed,  that  the  three 
Hymns  were  always  printed  with  the  early  editions  of 

*  Letters  of  John  Aubrey,  vol.  i.  p.  237. 
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the  Manual  of  Prayers.  But  they  do  not  appear  in 
any  of  the  five,  already  cited,  nor  in  that  of  1692. 
They  are  found  for  the  firft  time  in  the  yth  edition 
(1700),  and  are  thus  noticed  in  the  title,  "  A  Manual 
of  Prayers,  &c.,  to  which  is  added  Three  Hymns, 
for  Morning^  Evening,  and  Midnight ;  not  in  the 
former  Editions  by  the  fame  Author." 

Five  years  after  this,  a  book  was  publifhed,  under  the 
title  of  "  A  Conference  between  the  Soul  and  Body, 
concerning  the  Prefent  and  Future  State."*  The 
work  was  "  approved  and  recommended  to  the  world 
by  the  learned  Mr.  Dodwell,"  but  the  management  of 
the  Conference  was  not  worthy  of  the  fubjecT:.  In 
order  to  render  the  fecond  edition  more  popular,  the 
publimer  added  "  Morning  and  Evening  HYMNS,  by 
the  Right  Reverend  Dr.  KEN>  Bp.  of  Bath  and 
Wells."  Strange  liberties  were  taken  with  the 
author's  true  verfion :  many  of  the  ftanzas  were 
new-modelled,  and  fpoiled,  fome  wholly  omitted,  and 
others  (not  in  the  original)  were  added.  Accord- 
ingly in  the  next  edition  of  the  Manual,  the  Bifhop's 
publimer  produced  the  Hymns  again  with  this  "  Ad- 
vertifement :" — 

"  Whereas  at  the  end  of  a  book  lately  publifh'd,  called  a 
Conference  between  the  Soul  and  Body,  there  are  fome 
Hymns,  faid  to  be  writ  by  Bifhop  KEN,  who  abfolutely 
difowns  theni)  as  being  very  falfe  and  incorrett  ;  but  the  genuine 
ones  are  to  be  had  only  of  CHARLES  BROME,  Bookfeller^  whofe 
juft  propriety  the  original  copy  is."f 

*   8vo.   1705.     Attributed  to  Mr.  Henry  Nicholfon. 

f  This  is  repeated  in  the  edition  of  1712,  izmo  ;  two  years  after  Ken's 
death.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  find  any  edition  between  1700  and 
1712. 
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Thus  it  was  the  fate  of  the  three  Hymns,  even  in 
Ken's  lifetime,  to  appear  in  a  mutilated  form ;  and 
they  have  continued  ever  fince  to  fuffer  the  fame 
hard  ufage,  being  altered  or  curtailed  in  all  forts  of 
ways,  and  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  to  fuit  every 
tafte.  *  It  may  be,  fome  of  thefe  alterations  make  the 
verfes  more  fmooth,  but  they  all  weaken  the  force  of 
the  originals,  every  line  of  which  is  full  of  deep 
meaning,  and  bears  the  imprefs  of  an  exalted  de- 
votion. 

Dr.  Markland,  whofe  Life  of  the  Bimop  is  written 
in  the  warm  fpirit  of  love  for  his  memory,  and  with 
no  lefs  judgment  and  candour,  remarks  that, — 

"  Ken's  poetical  reputation  will  reft  upon  his  Hymns,  which 
are  become  popular  wherever  Englifhmen  are  known,  and 
the  Church  of  England  extends  her  influence.  There  is  an 
interefting  facl:  in  the  precious  volume  which  was  bequeathed 
to  us  by  Whytehead, — a  miflionary  early  called  to  his  reft, 
but  whofe  fhort  life  evinced  many  of  the  faint-like  qualities  of 
Ken.  In  a  letter  to  a  friend,  written  five  days  before  his 
death,  he  fays,  *  As  I  recovered  from  my  afthma  and 
lethargy,  I  took  up  the  tranflation  of  the  Evening  Hymn 
(four  verfes  for  fervice)  into  Maori  rhyming  verfe,  the  firft  of 
the  kind,  of  the  fame  metre  and  rhythm  as  the  Englifh.  It 
is  fung  in  Church  and  fchool  by  the  natives,  and  feveral  of 
them  came  and  fung  it  under  my  window.  They  call  it  the 

*  It  is  feventy  years  fince  the  3ift  edition  of  the  Manual  was  printed  : 
at  lead  fifty  editions  of  the  Hymns  have  now  appeared,  and  not  one  is 
to  be  found  that  follows  ftriftly  the  Bifhop's  own  verfion.  It  will  not, 
therefore,  be  uninterefting  to  fee  them  in  the  Appendix  (A),  word  for 
word  as  he  penned  them.  They  have  alfo  been  tranflated  into  Greek 
verfe,  by  the  Rev.  R.  Grefwell,  izmo.  Oxford,  1831  ;  and  into  Latin 
verfe  by  Dr.  Charles  Wordfworth,  prefent  Bifliop  of  St.  Andrews ;  fee 
his  College  of  "St.  Mary  Winton,  410.  1848.  Tres  Hymni  ad  ufum 
Scholarium  Wiccamicorum." 
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"  new  hymn  of  the  feck  mini/ter."  People  feem  pleafed  with 
it ;  and  it  is  a  comfort  to  think  one  has  introduced  Bifhop 
Ken's  beautiful  hymn  into  the  Maori's  evening  worfhip,  and 
left  them  this  legacy,  when  I  could  do  no  more  for  them. 
One  thoufand  more  copies  were  ftruck  off  to-day  for  the 
fouthern  congregations.' "  * 

In  his  "  Manual  of  Prayer,"  Ken  exhorts  the  Win- 
chefter  fcholars  to  "  be  Jure  to  fing  the  Morning  and 
Evening  Hymn  in  their  chamber  devoutly,  remembering 
that  the  Pfalmift,  upon  happy  experience,  affaires  you 
that  it  is  a  good  thing  to  tell  of  the  loving-kindnefs 
of  the  Lord  early  in  the  morning,  and  of  His  truth 
in  the  night  feafon."f  He  means  that  they  mould 
ray  them  in  bed,  the  firft  thing  on  waking,  and  the  laft 
on  going  to  fleep ;  and  if  they  woke  in  the  night,  and 
could  not  fleep,  the  Midnight  Hymn  would  fmooth  their 
pillow.  If  all  parents  would  take  care  that  their  children 
learnt  them  by  heart,  they  would  be  richly  rewarded  in 
their  after-life  by  the  fruits  of  holinefs,  which  an  early 
piety  feldom  fails  to  produce.  Nothing,  for  example, 
can  be  more  likely  to  raife  up  their  firft  affections  to 
Heaven,  when  the  fun  breaks  into  their  chamber,  than 
to  repeat  to  themfelves  the  Morning  Hymn,  or 
impart  a  fweeter  calm  to  the  mind,  on  lying  down  to 
fleep,  than  that  for  the  Evening.  So,  alfo,  if  they 
wake  in  the  night,  his  Midnight  Hymn  (perhaps 
more  beautiful  than  either  of  the  others,  though  lefs 


*  Life  of  Bifhop  Ken,  by  J.  H.  Markland,  D.C.L.,  F.R.S.,  izmo. 
1849,  P-  I05-  Dr.  Markland  quotes  from  "  College  Life,  Letters  to  an 
Undergraduate,  by  the  Rev.  T.  Whytehead,  M.A.,  Chaplain  to  the 
Bifhop  of  New  Zealand." 

f  Pfalm  xcii.   10. 
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generally  known)  fhuts  out  all  intruding  thoughts, 
and  teaches  them,  in  his  own  words,  to  "join  the 
angels  to  praife  their  God  in  hymns  divine."  One 
dear  friend  there  was  of  Ken's  who  tried  this, — he 
who  was  always  called  "  the  pious  Mr.  Nelfon,"  * — a 
man  fo  exemplary  in  his  life,  fo  devotional  in  fpirit,  fo 
charitable  and  munificent,  fo  thoroughly  converfant  in 
the  difficult  queftions  in  theology,  fo  true  to  the 
Church  of  England,  and  untiring  in  all  that  could 
promote  the  glory  of  God  through  her  inftrumentality, 
that  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  name  more 
honoured  as  an  Englim  layman,  than  that  of  Robert 
Nelfon.  He  could  as  foon  forget  his  "lauds  and 
vejpers"  as  the  fun  ceafe  to  fet :  often  when  he 
had  beguiled  the  night  "  with  holy  hymns"  he  would 
"  prevent  the  prime,  and  wake  the  rifing  morn." 
"  This  (fays  the  writer  f)  I  perfonally  knew  to  be 
true  :  he  Jung  Bijhop  Ken's  hymns" 

We  find  that  at  a  later  period  Ken  was  designated 
"feraphicus"  and  fometimes,  "  Hie  fpirit ualis,  DREX- 


*  ROBERT  NELSON,  author  of  "  A  Companion  to  the  Feftivals  and 
Falls  of  the  Church  of  England  j  "  alfo,  of  "  The  Pra6lice  of  Tme 
Devotion,"  &c. 

f  SAMUEL  WESLEY,  the  father  of  the  famous  JOHN  WESLEY.  In 
his  own  copy  of  Nelfon's  "  Practice  of  True  Devotion,"  he  wrote  an 
elegy  in  praife  of  the  author,  which  will  be  found  in  Teale's  Life  of 
Robert  Nelfon,  izmo.  184.2,  Appendix. 

I  am  indebted  for  the  mention  of  this  circumftance  to  my  friend,  JOHN 
KENT,  Efq. ;  and  not  for  this  only,  but  for  innumerable  other  hiftorical 
and  literary  notices,  corrections,  and  fuggejlions  throughout  every  part  of 
this  fecond  edition  of  the  Life  of  Ken,  which  I  cannot  fufficiently  acknow- 
ledge. It  has  been  to  him  a  labour  of  love  to  throw  in  various  touches  and 
lights,  ^which  give  animation  to  the  portrait  of  the  good  BiJJiop.  I  might 
fay  much  more,  if  any  ivords  could  adequately  convey  my  fenfe  of  the  value 
and  extent  of  his  aid. 
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ELIUS,*  etferaphicus"  This  was  in  allufion  not  only 
to  his  devout  character  in  general,  and  to  his  great 
power  of  eloquence,  but,  perhaps,  efpecially  to  the 
feraphic  fpirit  which  pervades  thefe  and  many  other  of 
his  Hymns.  Who  could  more  fully  appreciate  this 
fpirit  than  the  eloquent  and  fpiritual  Alexander  Knox, 
the  thirty  years'  correfpondent  of  Bifhop  Jebb  ?  We 
may  at  a  future  opportunity  record  his  high  praife  of 
the  perfonal  character  of  Ken,  whom  he  places  in  the 
fame  rank  of  divines  with  Herbert  and  Taylor :  at 
prefent  we  muft  be  fatisfied  with  his  critical  notice  of 
the  Hymns.  He  fays, — 

"  A  comparifon  of  the  Hymns  of  Doddridge,  Watts,  Ken, 
and  Wefley,  would  fhow  that  Doddridge  rifes  above  Watts 
from  having  caught  the  fpirit  of  Ken  :  and  Wefley  is  deep 
and  interior,  from  having  added  to  the  Chryfoftomian  piety  of 
Ken  the  experimental  part  of  St.  Auguftine.  Watts  is  a 
pure  Calvinift ;  Ken  is  as  pure  a  Chryfoftomian.  Doddridge 
is  induced  to  blend  both,  and  the  effect  is  valuable  and  in- 
terefting:  Wefley  advances  this  union. "f 

We  have  from  Doddridge  himfelf  a  pleating  re- 
ference to  the  character  and  hymns  of  Ken :  he  fays, 
in  his  Life  of  Colonel  Gardiner, — 

<c  I  cannot  think  it  unworthy  of  a  wife  and  good  man 
fometimes  to  reflect  with  complacency  on  any  images  which, 
paffing  through  his  mind  even  in  that  ftate  [of  fleep],  may  tend 
either  to  exprefs,  or  to  quicken  his  love  to  the  great  Saviour. 
Thofe  eminently  pious  divines  of  the  Church  of  England, 
Bifhop  Bull,  and  Bifhop  Ken,  do  both  intimate  it  as  their 

*  The  celebrated  preacher  of  Augfburgh,  died  1638.  See  Ballard 
MSS.  Bodleian,  vol.  ^.\,adjinem.  "  A  Lift  of  thole  who  are  marmaU'd 
with  glorious  epithets  annexed  to  their  feveral  names." 

f  Remains  of  Alexander  Knox,  3rd  edit.  vol.  iii.  p.  226. 
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opinion,  that  it  may  be  a  part  of  the  fervice  of  miniftering 
angels  to  fuggeft  devout  dreams  :  and  I  know  that  the  worthy 
perfon  of  whom  I  fpeak  [Colonel  Gardiner]  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  Midnight  Hymn  of  the  latter  of  thofe 
excellent  writers,  which  has  thefe  lines  : — 

'  Lord,  left  the  tempter  me  furprize, 
Watch  over  thine  own  facrifice  ! 
All  loofe,  all  idle  thoughts  caft  out, 
And  make  my  very  dreams  devout.'  " 

It  has  long  been  a  queftion  to  what  tunes  thefe 
hymns  were  fet  and  Tung  in  the  lifetime  of  Ken. 
The  murk  in  prefent  ufe  for  the  Morning  Hymn  is  a 
corrupt  verfion  of  the  tune  compofed  by  Barthelomon 
(a  violin  player  of  the  laft  century),  being  now  encum- 
bered with  modern  grace  notes,  inconfiftent  with  the 
folemnity  of  devotional  mufic. 

The  Evening  Hymn  was  originally  fet  to  a  melody 
compofed  by  Tallis :  this  has  been  ftill  more  diftorted 
from  its  ancient  fimplicity.  Mr.  Bowles  thinks  all 
the  three,  for  the  Morning,  Evening,  and  Midnight, 
being  of  the  fame  metre,  were  adapted  by  Ken  himfelf 
to  this  tune.  Hawkins  intimates,  that  he  was  accuf- 
tomed  to  fing  them  to  his  own  tunes,  for  c<  he  had  an 
excellent  genius,  and  {kill  in  mufic ;  and  whenever  he 
had  convenient  opportunities  for  it,  he  performed 
fome  of  his  devotional  part  of  praife  with  his  own 
compofitions,  which  were  grave  and  folemn."  And 
we  have  feen  how  he  <c  feemed  to  go  to  reft  with  no 
other  purpofe  than  the  refreming  and  enabling  him 
with  more  vigour  and  cheerfulnefs  to  Jing  his  Morning 
Hymn  ;"  this  he  ujed  to  do  to  his  lute^  before  he  •put  on 
his  clothes"*  Thus  his  genius  for  mufic,  like  all  his 

*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  5. 
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other  powers,  was  dedicated  to  God's  glory.  His 
whole  life,  in  the  midft  of  an  evil  world,  was  one 
continued  act  of  prayer  and  praife.  Our  intereft  in 
the  Hymns  would  be  heightened  by  believing  that  he 
fung  them  to  his  own  melodies,  like  George  Herbert, 
whofe  "  chiefeft  recreation  was  mufic,  in  which  hea- 
venly art  he  was  a  moft  excellent  mailer,  and  did 
himfelf  compofe  many  divine  hymns  and  anthems, 
which  he  Jet  and  Jung  to  his  own  lute  or  viol" * 
Bifhop  Sanderfon  alfo  was  a  lover  of  mufic,  and  was 
wont  to  play  on  his  bafe  viol,  and  alfo  to  fing  to  it.  f 
Mr.  Bowles  is  correct  in  fuppofing  Tallis  to  have 
been  the  original  author  of  the  melody  to  which  the 
Evening  Hymn  was  adapted ;  but  he  has  fallen  into 
an  error  as  to  the  mufic  itfelf.  He  mentions,  as  his 
authority,  {f  a  very  old  Collection  of  Pfalms  in  the 
1 6th  century"  (for  i6th  read  iyth)  meaning  "  The 
whole  Booke  of  Pfalms,  with  the  Hymns  Evangelical, 
by  Thomas  Ravenfcroft,  1633,"  from  the  26oth  page 
of  which  he  gives  a  tranfcript  of  "An  Hymn  by 
Tho.  Tallis  for  four  Voices  in  A.|  But  the  learned 
refearches  of  Mr.  Havergal  §  have  traced  the  origin  to 
a  fource  of  greater  intereft,  and  of  much  earlier  date. 
He  fays,  <c  the  Canon  muft  have  been  compofed  by 
Tallis  long  before  Ravenfcroft  was  born :  in  fact,  his 
is  an  altered  and  a  fhortened  verfion  of  No.  VIII.  of 
Tallis's  tunes  for  Archbimop  Parker's  metrical  tranf- 


*  Walton's  Life  of  Herbert.     Zouch's  edition,  vol.  ii.  p.  96. 
|   Aubrey's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  523. 
J  Bowles's  Life  of  Ken,  vol.  ii.  p  17. 

§  The  Rev.  W.  H.  Havergal,  Reftor  of  St.  Nicholas,  Worcefter, 
and  Honorary  Canon  of  Worcefter  Cathedral. 
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lation  of  the  Pfalms,  *  with  many  faulty  confecutives. 
It  was  long  ago  fufpected  that  Ravenfcroft  inferted  it 
for  the  fake  of  garnifhing  his  volume  with  Tallis's 
name." 

Some  have  thought  that  the  original  melody  might 
be  ftill  earlier  than  Tallis,  and  be  found  in  the  col- 
lection of  Luther,  or  of  Clement  Marot.  But  Mr. 
Havergal,  whofe  authority  is  not  to  be  queftioned, 
has  no  doubt  of  its  being  compofed  by  Tallis.  There 
is  no  refemblance  to  it  in  any  of  the  tunes  of  Luther, 
publifhed  by  Winterfeld ;  nor  can  it  be  recognized  in 
the  melodies  of  Guillaume  Franc  or  Claude  le  Jeune. 
He  porTerTes  the  only  known  copy  extant  of  the  hymn 
book  of  the  Bohemian  Brethren,  printed  at  Ulm 
1538,  and  the  tune  is  not  there,  nor  in  any  conti- 
nental collection.  He  has  favoured  me  with  the 
following  account  of  the  fucceflive  corruptions  from 
the  original  in  the  Archbifhop's  Pfalter  down  to  the 
prefent ; 

"  Firft,  Ravenfcroft's  faulty  confecutives  :  thefe  Francis 
Timprell  has  copied  in  his  c  ColleStion  of  Pfalm  Tunes '  about 
1723,  again  reprinted  in  the  c  Harmonia  PerfeflaJ  1730, 
where  the  tune  is  given  as  a  4  Long  metre  fingle,'  and  is 
called  a  Canon,  but  without  words  :  fhortly  afterwards, 
probably  in  1732,  Pearfon  printed  it  in  his  c  Harmonious 
Companion^  or  Pfalm  Singers'  Magazine^  where  at  page  235 
may  be  found  '  an  Evening  Hymn,  a  Canon  ;  two  in  one  : ' 
this  again  is  Ravenfcroft's  verflon  of  Tallis's  mufic,  and  is 
adapted  to  the  words  of  the  ift,  2nd,  and  4th  ftanzas  of 

*  "  The  whole  Pfalter  tranflated  into  Englim  metre,  which  con- 
tayneth  an  hundred  and  fifty  Pialms.  Imprinted  at  London  by  John 
Daye."  Without  date.  A  correct  verfion  of  the  mufic  will  be  found 
in  Appendix  B. 
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Ken's  Evening  Hymn,  beginning  c  All  praife  to  Thee,  my 
God,  this  night.'* 

"  But  the  great  corrupter  of  Ravenfcroft's  inaccurate 
verfion  was  John  Wefley  !  In  1 742  he  publifhed  a  c  Col- 
left  ion  of  Tunes ^  as  they  are  commonly  fung  at  the  FounderyJ — 
a  book  now  of  fuch  rarity,  that  Mr.  Havergal  confiders  his 
copy  to  be  unique.  The  tune  is  not  in  parts,  but  a  fimple 
melody,  taken  moftly  from  the  Tenor,  and  fet  to  his  well- 
known  Hymn, 

"  '  Jefu,  Thy  Blood  and  Righteoufnefs 
My  Beauty  are,  my  glorious  Drefs. 
Midft  naming  Worlds  in  thefe  array'd 
With  joy  mall  I  lift  up  my  Head.'  &c. 

"  Not  only  the  beginning,  the  middle  and  ending  are 
altered,  but  the  very  ftru&ure  of  the  tune  is  changed.  From 
this  time  corrupted  verfions  of  the  mufic  became  common, 
efpecially  by  Diflenting  Editors  :  one  of  them,  C.  Afhford,  in 
1766,  defcended  a  ftep  lower  than  Wefley  :  he  was  foon  fol- 
lowed by  fundry  inconfiderable  writers  of  Pfalm-tune  books, 
each  in  fucceffion  copying  from  his  predeceflbrs,  and  adding 
fome  additional  corruption  of  his  own,  down  to  the  end  of  the 
laft  century  :  fince  which  time,  in  various  collections,  and 
under  different  names,  the  melody  (if  fuch  it  may  now  be 
called)  has  been  perpetuated  in  its  prefent  mutilated  fhape." 

The  hiftory  of  this  tune  is  an  illuftration  of  the 
general  decay  of  mufic  in  our  Church  fervices — ending 
in  a  wide  departure  from  the  primitive  model.  It 
may  be  hoped  that  a  brighter  period  is  coming,  when 
Church  mufic  will  be  reftored  to  its  due  folemnity, 
and  Ken's  Hymns  be  gravely  and  fimply  fung  to  the 
original  melody.  His  mufical  (kill  muft  have  been 

*  "  It  is  not  printed  in  any  of  Playford's  volumes,  nor  in  the 
Pfalm  Singers  Companion.  Playford  has  only  a  Morning  Hymn,  fet  to 
other  mufic,  and  beginning,  '  Now  that  the  day-ftar  doth  arife  j'  but  no 
Evening  Hymn." 
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eminently  ufeful  in  the  revival  of  the  long-neglected 
anthems  and  choral  fervices  of  Winchefter  Cathedral. 
Bifhop  Morley  had  already  in  part  replaced  what  the 
fanatics  had  deftroyed  during  the  Rebellion.  The 
windows  and  defaced  ornaments  were  now  repaired, 
the  chancel  again  raifed,  and  the  altar  table  reftored  to 
its  former  place  againft  the  eaftern  fcreen.  *  We 
may  believe  that  Ken  contributed  all  in  his  power  to 
this  reftoration :  his  generous  difpofition  prompted  his 
ready  hand  in  furtherance  of  every  good  work,  to 
the  very  verge,  and  beyond  the  limits,  of  his  means, 
as  we  mail  have  frequent  occafions  to  notice  hereafter. 
He  continued  to  cultivate  his  tafte  for  mufic  both 
on  the  lute  and  the  organ.  There  is  a  tradition  in 
the  Fenwicke  family  that,  in  his  vifits  to  Hallaton  in 
Leicefterfhire,  after  he  was  Bifhop,  he  ufed  to  fing  his 
hymns  to  the  accompaniment  of  the  fpinet.f  For 
many  years  after  his  death  his  own  organ  remained  in 
his  room  at  Winchefter,  over  the  third  chamber  in  the 
College.^  It  ufed  to  afford  him  a  pleafing  relaxation 
after  the  labours  of  the  day.  No  doubt  he  would 
fometimes  join  in  this  innocent  recreation  among  his 
friends  in  Winchefter,  as  he  ufed  to  fing  his  part  at 
Anthony  Wood's  focial  mufic-meetings  in  Oxford.  § 


*  Milner's  Hiftory  of  Winchefter,  vol.  i.  p.  423. 

\  A  fmall  harpfichord. 

J  Bowles  relates  an  anecdote  in  connexion  with  this  organ.  About 
the  year  1738,  when  "the  third  chamber"  was  occupied  by  Dr.  Philip 
Barton,  a  Fellow  of  the  College.  Barton,  coming  in  one  day,  found  a 
Winchefter  boy  amufmg  himfelf  on  the  organ  :  "  he  fet  the  culprit  an 
impofition,"  little  knowing  that  he  was  one  day  to  be  a  diftinguifhed 
poet,  and  head-mafter  of  the  College.  "  The  boy  was  Dr.  Jofeph 
Warton."  Bowles's  Life  of  Ken,  vol.  ii.  p.  283. 

§  So  George  Herbert,  "  though  he  was  a  lover  of  retirednefs,  yet  his 
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For  in  the  midft  of  his  mortified  life,  flrictly  accuf- 
toming  himfelf  to  but  one  fleep,  and  often  rifing  at 
one  or  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  "  he  was  Jo  lively 
and  cheerful  in  his  temper,  that  he  would  be  very  face- 
tious and  entertaining  to  his  friends  in  the  evening"* 

In  this,  as  in  fearlefmefs  of  character,  the  great  St. 
Bafil,  was  a  prototype  of  our  own  Englifh  Bifhop. 
His  heart,  like  that  of  Ken,  was  warm  with  the 
charities  of  life  :  though  ftern  in  rebuking  vice,  he  was 
affable  and  familiar  with  his  friends ; 

"  Who  made  himfelf  more  amiable  than  he  to  the  well- 
conducted  ?  or  more  fevere  when  men  were  in  fin  ?  whofe 
very  fmile  was  many  a  time  praife,  whofe  filence  a  reproof, 
puniming  the  evil  in  a  man's  own  confcience  ?  If  he  was 
not  full  of  talk,  nor  a  jefter,  nor  a  holder  forth,  nor  generally 
acceptable  from  being  all  things  to  all  men,  and  fhowing  good 
nature,  what  then  ?  is  not  this  his  praife,  not  his  blame, 
among  fenfible  men  ?  Yet,  if  we  afk  for  this,  who  fo 
pleafant  as  he  in  focial  intercourfe.  Who  could  tell  a  ftory 
with  more  wit  ?  Who  could  jeft  fo  playfully  ?  Who  could 
give  a  hint  more  delicately,  fo  as  neither  to  be  overftrong  in 
his  rebuke,  nor  remifs  through  his  gentlenefs  ? "  f 

Ken  indeed  was  remarkable  for  the  grace  of  Chriftian 
urbanity.  With  all  his  reverential  fenfe  of  the  facred- 


love  to  mufic  was  fuch,  that  he  went  ufually  twice  every  week  on 
certain  appointed  days,  to  the  Cathedral  Church  in  Salifbury ;  and  at  his 
return  would  fay,  '  That  his  time  fpent  in  prayer,  and  cathedral  mufic, 
elevated  his  foul,  and  was  his  heaven  upon  earth.'  But  before  his  return 
thence  to  Bemerton,  he  would  ufually  fmg  and  play  his  part  at  an 
appointed  private  mufic-meeting ;  and,  to  juftify  this  praftice,  he  would 
often  fay,  '  religion  does  not  banifh  mirth,  but  only  moderates  and  fets 
rules  to  it.'  " — Walton's  Life  of  Herbert,  Zouch's  edit.  vol.  ii.  p.  96. 

*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken.  p.  5. 

f  Church  of  the  Fathers,  p.  87. 
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nefs  of  the  prieftly  office,  he  could  temper  the  gravity 
of  his  demeanour  with  a  pleafantnefs  of  addrefs  that 
won  the  confidence  of  thofe  he  would  fain  bring 
"  into  captivity  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift."  The 
revelation  of  the  Gofpel  is  from  the  God  of  Love, 
and  they  who  preach  its  myfteries  mould  exhibit  in 
their  lives  its  correfponding  qualities.  All  the  vifible 
perfections  of  His  creatures,  all  the  tender  fympathies 
implanted  in  the  heart  of  man,  fpeak  of  His  attribute 
of  Love.  The  very  angels,  notwithstanding  their 
nearer  view  of  His  perfections,  yet  fympathize  with 
the  weakneffes  of  their  "  fellow-fervants."  Was  not 
the  love  of  our  compaiTionate  Saviour  exemplified  in 
His  whole  life  on  earth  ?  He  fet  that  example  which 
St.  Peter  recommends  for  our  imitation  :  "  be  pitiful, 
be  courteous."  His  ineffable  dignity  was  tempered 
by  fo  divine  a  condefcenfion,  His  exalted  prefence  by 
a  gracioufnefs  fo  meek  and  gentle,  that  He  exhibited 
the  harmonious  perfection  of  His  two-fold  Nature  in 
their  higheft  attributes  of  Majefty  and  Love. 

The  learned  and  charitable  Dr.  Hammond  ufed  to 
fay,  "  he  delighted  to  be  loved,  not  reverenced ; 
thinking  that  when  there  was  much  of  the  latter, 
there  could  not  be  enough  of  the  former ;  fomewhat 
of  reftraint  and  diftance  attending  on  the  one,  which 
was  not  well  confiftent  with  the  perfect  freedom  requi- 
fite  to  the  other."* 

George  Herbert  alfo  acted  on  the  fame  principle. 
He  fays,— 

"  The  Country  Parfon  is  generally  fad,  becaufe  he  knows 
nothing  but  the  crofs  of  Chrift ;  his  mind  being  defixed  on  it 

*  Fell's  Life  of  Hammond. 
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with  thofe  nails  wherewith  his  Matter  was.  Or,  if  he  has 
any  leifure  to  look  off  from  thence,  he  meets  continually 
with  two  moft  fad  fpectacles,  fin  and  mifery ;  God  difhonoured 
every  day,  and  man  afflicted. — Neverthelefs,  he  fometimes 
refrefheth  himfelf,  as  knowing  that  nature  will  not  bear  ever- 
lafting  droopings,  and  that  pleafantnefs  of  difpofition  is  a  great 
key  to  do  good  :  not  only  becaufe  all  men  {hun  the  company 
of  perpetual  feverity ;  but  alfo  for  that,  when  they  are  in 
company,  inftructions  feafoned  with  pleafantnefs  both  enter 
fooner,  and  root  deeper.  Wherefore  he  condefcends  to 
human  frailties,  both  in  himfelf  and  others  ;  and  intermingles 
fome  mirth  in  his  difcourfes  occafionally,  according  to  the 
pulfe  of  the  hearer."* 

In  the  fame  fpirit,  Ken  confldered  himfelf  a  mef- 
fenger  of  the  Gofpel  of  love ;  his  experience  of 
human  nature  taught  him  that  men  were  to  be  allured, 
rather  than  driven  from  the  tranfitory  objects  of  this 
lower  life,  to  fublime  and  fpiritual  affections.  He 
did  not  think  it  unbecoming  his  holy  office  to  draw 
their  regard  to  himfelf  perfonally,  if  by  contemplating 
the  features  of  a  Chriftian  character  they  might  be  led 
to  place  their  higher  love  on  God. 

Being  in  attendance  on  Bifhop  Morley,  thefe  and 
his  other  qualities  brought  him  to  the  notice  of  the 
King.  Winchefter,  from  its  healthy  fituation,  its 
extenfive  downs,  and  facilities  for  fporting,  often 
attracted  Charles  II.  to  its  neighbourhood.  He  made 
frequent  progrefles  there  with  his  Court,  either  when 
going  to  Portfmouth,  or  when  he  was  engaged  in 
hunting  excurfions  in  the  New  Foreft.  His  brother, 
the  Duke  of  York,  afterwards  James  II.,  accom- 

*  Herbert's  Country  Parfon,  chapter  27  :  "  The  Parfon  in  mirth." 
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panied  him,  which  probably  fometimes  gave  Ken  the 
fociety  of  his  friend,  Francis  Turner,  the  Duke's 
efpecial  favourite  and  Chaplain. 

But  the  prefence  of  the  Court,  as  we  mall  fee, 
became  an  occafion  of  trial  to  the  felf-denying  inmates 
of  the  Bifhop's  palace.  Splendid  pageants,  luxurious 
feafts,  the  concourfe  of  attendants,  the  bufy  carefulnefs 
and  anxious  waiting  for  the  funfhine  of  royal  favour, 
had  no  charms  for  Ken.  His  heart  afpired  to  higher 
objects :  the  faving  of  precious  fouls,  and  the  training 
them  for  the  court  of  the  King  of  kings,  was  the  one 
abforbing  idea  that  pervaded  his  ardent  mind.  The 
Court  at  this  period  was  fcarcely  lefs  profligate  and 
luxurious  than  that  of  France.  In  his  exile  at 
BrufTels,  Paris,  &c.,  even  when  his  father  was  fuffering 
the  bitternefs  of  perfecution,  and  his  death  on  the 
fcaffold  caufed  England  to  be  an  aftonimment  and  a 
bye  word  to  the  nations,  Charles  II.  had  been  given 
up  to  low  fenfual  purfuits.  After  his  Restoration  alfo, 
by  a  difTolute  life,  he  fet  the  worft  of  examples  to  his 
people,  and  bequeathed  to  them  a  fearful  legacy  of 
profanenefs  and  licenfe,  that  fpread  like  a  contagion 
to  after  times.  Many  volumes  of  private  hiftories 
and  memoirs  of  his  life,  and  correfpondence  of  the 
time,  exhibit  debauchery,  drunkennefs,  gaming,  pro- 
fufe  oaths,  and  infidel  wit,  as  the  common  and 
fafhionable  vices  of  the  Court.  The  hardihood  with 
which  he  blazoned  forth  his  profligacy  to  the  world 
may  be  underftood  by  the  fact,  that  of  his  numerous 
natural  children,  born  of  many  mothers,  he  raifed  fix 
to  the  title  of  Duke.  He  gave  himfelf  up  to  the 
purfuit  of  felfifh  and  debafing  pleafures,  falfely  fo 
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called,  that  eat  out  as  a  canker  the  better  affections  of 
the  heart.  He  feemed  to  want  all  fenfe  of  the  fo- 
lemn  refponfibility  of  a  nation's  welfare  entrufted  to 
him,  and  to  forget  that  kings  hold  a  divine  com- 
miflion  which  is  to  be  exercifed  for  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  good  of  their  people. 
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CHAPTER   VI. 

Ken  makes  the  Tour  of  Italy  with  Izaak  ^a/ton's  fan — At 
Rome  in  the  year  of  Jubilee — Returns  home — His  attach- 
ment to  the  Church  of  England  confirmed. 

NEW  and  refrefhing  fcene  opens  before 
us,  as  we  turn  from  the  fearful  picture 
of  Charles's  Court  to  the  perfonal 
hiftory  of  Ken.  Having  given  to  the 
Winchefter  fcholars  a  Manual  of  prayers 
to  fuftain  their  devotion,  he  prepared  himfelf  for  a 
journey  through  Italy,  at  that  time  (towards  the 
end  of  1675)  the  wealthieft  and  moft  populous 
country  in  Europe.  Fertile  in  the  various  pro- 
ductions of  the  earth,  and  abounding  in  the  rare 
works  of  ancient  and  modern  art,  the  nurfe  of  mufic, 
of  poetry,  painting,  and  fculpture,  and  illuftrious  for 
men  of  fcience  and  literature,  Italy  formed  the  natural 
point  of  attraction  for  thofe  whofe  tafte  impelled 
them  to  enlarge  their  experience  beyond  their  own 
country.  The  houfes  of  Englifh  noblemen,  even  in 
this  our  luxurious  age,  cannot  vie  with  the  ftately 
palaces  of  Doria,  Farnefe,  Medici,  Pitti,  Colonna, 
Aldobrandini,  Pamfili,  Barberini,  Borghefe,  and 
others.  Their  marble  halls  and  galleries  were  deco- 
rated with  unrivalled  pictures  and  ftatues,  frefcoes,  and 
mufeums  of  precious  ornaments  and  jewels,  many  of 
which  are  now  defpoiled  and  fcattered  abroad. 
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The  tour  of  Italy,  not  eafy  to  accomplim  in  thofe 
days,  was  an  object  of  general  intereft  and  defire, 
as  it  was  fuppofed  to  give  the  laft  finifh  to  a  gen- 
tleman of  birth  and  fortune.  Moreover,  the  policy 
and  doctrines  of  the  Court  and  Church  of  Rome 
began,  more  than  ever,  to  form  a  theme  of  warm 
difcuflion  in  England.  The  hopelefs  j anglings,  to 
which  controverfy  always  gives  rife,  were  aggravated 
by  the  prejudices  of  various  feels  and  parties.  Every 
difference  of  opinion  feemed  to  difcharge  men  from 
the  obligations  of  common  juftice  towards  each  other. 
We  have  feen  how  the  confufion  and  difcord  of  the 
Rebellion  had  banimed  all  the  meek  and  lowly  affec- 
tions enjoined  by  the  blefled  Saviour  on  the  Mount. 
They  who  adhered  to  the  primitive  doctrine  and 
ceremonial  of  the  Church  had  been  branded  with  the 
name  of  Papiits ;  whilft  fectarian  fanaticifm,  holding 
up  religion  as  a  cloak  for  perfecution,  gave  loofe  to  all 
the  implacable  paffions  of  our  nature. 

With  the  Reftoration  the  tide  changed:  but  an 
intolerant  fpirit  prevailed  with  thofe  now  replaced  in 
power ;  the  fectaries  in  their  turn  were  opprefled,  and 
forbidden  the  exercife  of  their  worfhip.  The  Church 
recovered  much  of  her  temporal  poffeffions,  but  not 
her  fpiritual  rule.  The  bands  of  difcipline  were 
loofened ;  the  pure  fervices  of  religion,  long  in  difufe, 
were  negligently  performed  by  the  clergy,  many  of 
whom  had  been  feceders,  and  being  ftill  only  out- 
ward conformifts,  had  little  reverence  for  the  liturgy. 
Added  to  this,  the  King  fecretly  defired  to  reftore  the 
influence  of  the  Church  of  Rome  ;  an  object  conitantly 
urged  forward  by  the  Duke  of  York.  Charles  was 
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reftrained  by  motives  of  policy  from  implicitly  fol- 
lowing his  advice ;  yet  his  own  inclinations  prompted 
him  to  all  compliances  within  the  verge  of  policy. 
To  fave  appearances,  he  was  often  compelled  to 
proclaim  fevere  penalties  againft  Romanifts ;  but  they 
were  negligently  enforced.  There  is  little  doubt  that 
he  had  himfelf  in  heart  conformed  to  Rome,  though 
he  durft  not  avow  the  change.  He  had  long  been  a 
penfioner  of  Louis  XIV.,  to  whom  he  had  bound 
himfelf  by  a  fecret  treaty,  for  the  reftoration  of  Popery 
in  England.  Whenever  his  perfonal  necerfities  were 
moft  urgent,  he  applied  to  Louis  for  frem  advances, 
under  plea  that  the  interefts  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  required  fuch  aid.  "  After  having  pafTed  a 
law,"  fays  Mr.  Fox,  "  to  make  it  penal  to  affirm  (what 
was  true)  that  the  King  was  a  Papift,  he  pretended 
(what  was  not  true)  to  be  a  zealous  and  bigoted 
Papift." 

The  few  letters  from  Coleman,  the  Jefuit,  to  M. 
La  Chaife,  which  were  overlooked  when  he  committed 
the  reft  to  the  flames,  may  be  felected  from  a  mafs  of 
other  evidence  to  mow  the  hopes  that  were  entertained 
of  eftablifhing  the  Roman  authority  : — 

"We  have  here  a  mighty  work  (he  fays  in  1675)  on  our 
hands  j  no  lefs  than  the  converfion  of  three  kingdoms  ;  and 
by  that,  perhaps,  the  fubduing  a  peftilent  herefy  which  has 
domineered  over  part  of  this  northern  world  a  long  time. 
There  was  never  fuch  hopes  of  fuccefs,  fmce  the  death  of 
our  Queen  Mary,  as  now  in  our  days,  when  God  has  given 
us  a  Prince  who  is  become  (I  may  fay  by  a  miracle)  zealous 
of  being  the  author  and  inftrument  of  fo  glorious  a  work. 
But  the  oppofition  we  are  fure  to  meet  with  is  alfo  like  to  be 
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great :  fo  that  it  imports  us  to  get  all  the  aid  and  afliftance, 
for  the  harveft  is  great,  and  the  labourers  are  few."* 

Examples,  however,  were  not  wanting  of  Chriftian 
forbearance,  which  teaches  men  to  hold  their  opinions 
with  courage,  yet  with  meeknefs,  neither  yielding  on 
the  one  hand,  nor  reviling  on  the  other.  Of  this 
number  was  Ken ;  and  probably  with  a  view  to  judge 
of  the  Papacy,  in  the  very  feat  of  its  power,  he 
refolved  to  vifit  Rome.  That  he  might  give  his 
nephew,  young  Ifaac  Walton,  the  advantages  of 
foreign  travel,  under  his  watchful  guidance,  he  made 
him  the  companion  of  his  journey.  It  appears  that 
he  was  not  unacquainted  with  the  modern  languages, 
for  in  his  will  he  bequeathed  all  his  "  French,  Italian, 
and  Spanim  books  to  the  Library  in  Bath." 

Clement  X.  had  proclaimed  the  Roman  Jubilee, 
which  was  to  be  celebrated  with  great  fplendour. 
Papal  briefs  were  diftributed  to  the  prelates  through- 
out all  the  provinces  of  Europe,  enjoining  them  to 
more  than  ordinary  zeal  in  training  their  flocks  for 
the  approaching  folemnity.  Independent  of  this 
great  feftival,  which  drew  hundreds  of  thoufands  of 
pilgrims  and  devotees  from  every  corner  of  Chriften- 
dom,  other  motives  befides  curiofity  might  reafonably 
prompt  an  earneft-minded  and  reverent  man  to  make 
the  tour  of  Italy.  None  could  behold  without  a 
ftirring  of  heart  the  Church  of  Milan,  into  which  St. 
Ambrofe  refufed  to  admit  the  Emperor  Theodofius, 
ftained  with  the  blood  of  the  Chriftians  at  ThefTa- 


*  State  Trails,  folio,  1693,  vol.  ii.  p.  14.5. 
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lonica ;  nor  the  Chapel  where  St.  Auguftine,  with  his 
little  Adeodatus,  and  his  friend  Alipius,  received 
baptifm,  and  from  whence,  in  their  proceffion  to  the 
great  Church,  St.  Ambrofe  and  St.  Auguftine  were 
fuppofed  to  have  firft  fung  the  Te  Deum  by  refponfes. 
Above  all,  the  city  of  Rome  muft  ever  prefent  to  us 
objects  of  great  intereft.  Not  to  mention  the  Baths  of 
Antoninus,  the  Circus  and  the  Colofleum,  the  Arches 
of  Titus  and  Severus,  the  ruined  Temples  in  the 
Capitol,  and  other  veftiges  of  Roman  grandeur,  me 
had  in  early  Chriftian  times  been  the  depository  (thus 
St.  Irenasus  called  her)  of  the  holy  apoftolical  tradi- 
tions and  doctrines. 

As  the  imperial  city  of  Constantinople  was  the 
centre  of  Catholic  communion  in  the  eaft,  fo  once 
was  imperial  Rome  in  the  weft,  until  her  Bifhops 
affecting  an  univerfal  fupremacy,  me  became  the 
author  of  her  own  fchifm,  by  which  me  ftill  divides 
the  Chriftian  world.  Then,  it  may  be,  for  her  punifh- 
ment,  me  was  permitted  to  wander  from  the  ftraight 
and  narrow  path  of  fcriptural  truth  into  the  broad  road 
of  error ;  adding,  at  her  own  will,  novel  and  ftrange 
doctrines,  unknown  to  the  Apoftles  as  articles  of 
faith :  until,  in  this  our  day,  as  if  to  perpetuate  her 
character  of  the  Great  Schifmatic,  me  has  invaded  the 
rights  of  other  and  independent  churches,  fetting  up 
altar  againft  altar,  and  pretended  Bifhops,  who  being 
Jecundi,  are  by  the  ancient  rule  of  the  Church  mere 
nulli.  Neverthelefs,  the  city  of  Rome,  once  bedewed 
with  the  blood  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  is  fup- 
pofed to  contain  the  remains  of  thofe  holy  apoftles, 
and  of  St.  Philip,  St.  James,  St.  Simon,  St.  Jude, 
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Polycarp,  Gregory  Nazianzen,  Chryfoftom,*  &c. 
She  might  ftill  glory  in  the  Bafilica  of  St.  John  of 
the  Lateran  gate,  faid  to  be  pre-eminent  over  all 
other  churches  "  urbis  et  orbis  ;"  and  the  tomb  of 
St.  Peter  within  the  unrivalled  church  that  bears 
his  name,  the  fucceflive  work  of  Sangalla,  Bra- 
mante,  BaldafTar,  Michel  Angelo,  Delia  Porta,  and 
Fontana.  -\ 

The  two  great  routes  to  Italy  at  that  time  were 
either  by  Bruflels  and  Cologne,  through  Augfburgh, 
Innfpruck,  Trent,  and  fo  by  Trevifo  to  Venice ;  or 
by  Paris  and  the  South  of  France.  We  have  evidence 
as  to  which  of  thefe  our  travellers  took.  At  that 
time  the  Low-countries  were  the  feat  of  war,  and, 
like  an  armed  camp, — every  city  was  fortified,  and 
therefore  unfafe  for  travellers.  Befides,  in  the  fecond 
part  of  the  Complete  Angler,  in  reference  to  "  young 
Matter  Ifaac  Walton,"  Pifcator  fays,  "  he  has  been  in 
France,  and  at  Rome,  and  at  Venice,  and  I  can't  tell 
where"  which  feems  clearly  to  indicate  the  route  they 
took.  In  default  of  a  Diary  like  that  of  Evelyn, 
who  had  made  the  fame  journey  30  years  before,  we 
muft  be  content  to  put  the  travellers  on  horfeback, 
and  leave  them  to  their  own  reflections,  until  we  give 
them  the  meeting  at  Rome.  After  Paris,  their  road 
lay  through  Avignon,  Vaucleufe,  Marfeilles,  and  fo  to 
the  mores  of  the  Mediterranean. 

In  all  their  journeyings  they  overtook  crowds  of 


*  The  Voyage  of  Italy,  by  Richard  Laflels,  Gent.,   121110.   1670, 
vol.  ii.  p.  39. 

•f-  Ibid.  vol.  ii.  p  47. 
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pilgrims,  hastening  to  the  great  Jubilee.  Men  and 
women  of  all  clafTes  and  ranks,  animated  by  a  zeal 
worthy  of  a  better  object,  left  the  peaceful  round  of 
their  domeftic  life  and  duties,  and  preffed  on  from 
ftage  to  ftage  towards  the  holy  city.  In  every  town 
and  village,  as  they  parTed  along,  the  churches  were 
filled  with  the  travellers,  offering  up  prayers  for  a 
fafe  journey.  The  priefts  and  other  charitable  per- 
fons  (invoked  by  the  Pope  to  lend  their  aid)  difpenfed 
food,  and  afforded  fhelter.  It  was  winter :  the  feftival 
was  to  begin  on  Chriftmas  eve.  Nothing  could 
impede  the  zeal  of  earneft  hearts,  panting  for  recon- 
ciliation with  God,  which  was  to  be  purchafed  by  gold 
and  filver  offered  at  the  mrines  of  faints.  In  all  their 
fufferings  their  patience  was  unbroken,  unwearied. 
Many  faint  by  the  way, — fome  are  gathered  to  their 
reft,  and  a  lowly  mound  in  the  neighbouring  church- 
yard is  the  only  memorial  of  their  hafty  interment  in 
a  foreign  land.  The  mournful  furvivors  receive  the 
blefling  of  the  miniftering  prieft,  and  with  tears  again 
purfue  their  journey,  till  the  brow  of  the  laft  hill  is 
gained,  and  the  great  Bafilica,  the  holy  Zion  of  their 
intent  longings,  ftands  out  before  them !  A  cry  of 
joy  burfts  from  one  to  another ; — all  eyes  are  {trained 
to  catch  a  glimpfe  of  the  furmounting  Crofs.  What- 
ever ftraits  or  dangers  have  encompaiTed  them,  hard- 
fhips,  lofTes,  fufferings, — all  are  forgotten  in  this  one 
joyous  burft  of  acclamation,  "  Roma  la  Santa."  They 
defcend  into  the  Campagna — enter  by  the  Flaminian 
way,  and  are  at  reft  until  the  time  appointed  for  the 
ceremonial  of  opening  the  gate  of  St.  Peter's,  when 
they  hope  to  receive  a  plenary  indulgence,  in  return 
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for  countlefs  offerings  to  be  poured  into  the  treafury 
of  the  Church. 

Thefe  Papal  Jubilees  were  a  part  of  the  worldly- 
wife  policy  by  which  the  fee  of  Rome  contrived  to 
extend  its  influence  in  Europe.  They  led  to  the 
open  fale  of  Indulgences,  which  were  the  proximate 
caufe  of  the  Reformation,  when  the  fcandal  had 
become  intolerable.  The  firft  Jubilee  was  appointed 
in  the  year  1300.  Pope  Boniface  VIII.  proclaimed 
a  general  and  full  Indulgence, — "  non  Jolum  •plenam  et 
largiorem,  immo  PLENISSIMAM  OMNIUM  SUORUM  VE- 
NIAM  PECCATORUM,"* — to  every  one  who,  being 
confefled  and  penitent,  mould  within  the  year  (be- 
ginning on  the  Feftival  of  the  Nativity)  go  on 
pilgrimage  to  Rome  for  fifteen  days,  and  during  that 
time  vifit,  at  leaft  once  every  day,  the  three  churches 
of  St.  Peter,  St.  Paul,  and  St.  John  Lateran.  This 
was  to  be  repeated  at  the  beginning  of  each  century. 
The  Papal  letters  were  defpatched  by  couriers  through 
the  feveral  flates  of  Europe,  addrefled  to  Princes, 
Bimops,  and  others,  enjoining  them  to  lend  their  aid 
to  the  pilgrims.  Accordingly,  a  vaft  concourfe  of 
people,  defcribed  as  "  a  wonderful  and  incredible  mul- 
titude," prompted  by  religious  fanaticifm,  flocked  to 
Rome  from  the  cities  and  provinces  of  Italy,  France, 
Burgundy,  Germany,  and  other  parts  of  Europe, — - 
clergy  and  laity,  monks  and  nuns,  barons,  knights 
and  ladies,  perfons  of  every  condition  and  calling. 
The  poor  went  on  foot,  the  rich  on  horfeback. 
Princes,  and  lords,  and  noble  dames  might  be  feen 

*  Chronicon  Fratris  Francifci  Pipini ;  Muratori  rerum  Ital™  Scriptores, 
torn.  ix.  fol.  798. 
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in  cavalcades  of  fifty.  During  the  greateft  part  of 
the  year  there  were  reckoned  no  lefs  than  200,000 
ftrangers  in  fuccej/ion.  The  author  of  the  Chronicle 
of  Parma  declares  that  the  travellers  had  every  day 
the  appearance  of  the  march  of  an  army  along  the 
Claudian  way,  within  and  without  the  city.* 

This  was  well  called  the  "  golden  year,"  becaufe  it 
gathered  into  the  Pope's  coffers  a  prodigious  harveft 
from  the  offerings  of  the  pilgrims ;  {f  ex  quorum  obla- 
tionibus"  as  Pipinus  fays,  "  PAPA  IPSE  MAXIMAM 
CONGESSIT  PEcuNiAM."f  For  they  were  not  to  have 
a  gratuitous  pardon  :  each  day  of  the  vifitations  at  the 
three  churches  they  made  their  contributions, — fome 
little,  fome  much.  To  ftimulate  their  enthufiafm, 
"  the  holy  handkerchief  of  Chrift  was  exhibited  in  the 
church  of  St.  Peter  each  Sunday,  and  on  every  day 
of  folemn  feftival."  We  cannot,  therefore,  wonder 
that  the  Court  of  Rome  mould  have  thought  the 
barren  interval  of  a  whole  century  too  long  for  the 
repetition  of  fuch  a  beneficial  Jubilee. 

Pope  Clement  VI.,  "with  the  advice  of  his  Car- 
dinals, and  of  many  other  prelates  and  mafters  in 
theology,"  decreed,  that  "  as  in  the  records  of  Scrip- 
ture every  fiftieth  year  was  appointed  to  the  Jews  for 
a  Jubilee,  and  as  human  life  was  fhort,"  the  general 
Indulgence  mould,  in  future,  be  repeated  at  every 
period  of  fifty  years.  Accordingly,  the  fecond  Roman 
Jubilee  was  held  in  1350,  and  the  crowd  of  pilgrims 
was  even  multiplied.  They  fuffered  incredible  hard- 

*  Chronicon  Parmenfe  ;  Francifci  Pipini ;  Muratori  rerum  Ital™  Scrip- 
tores,  torn.  ix.  fol.  842. 

f  Chronicon  Fratris  Francifci  Pipini,  chap.lvi.  p.  56. 
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mips  on  the  journey  :  it  was  the  year  of  a  memo- 
rable froft,  "  ice,  fnow,  and  ftorms."  Thoufands 
died  on  the  journey,  and  afterwards  in  Rome  from 
difeafe  and  accidents.  The  inns  and  other  houfes  of 
entertainment  would  not  hold  them ;  men  and  women 
encamped  all  night  in  the  fields,  huddling  together 
round  large  fires  to  keep  themfelves  warm.  It  was 
calculated  that  there  were  in  Rome  at  one  time, 
on  the  day  of  the  Nativity,  from  1,000,000  to 
1,200,000;  and  800,000  on  the  Feaft  of  the  Afcen- 
fion.  The  crowds  were  fo  exceflive,  that  fometimes 
two,  fometimes  four,  fometimes  fix  or  twelve,  were 
found  trampled  to  death.*  Exorbitant  charges  were 
made  by  the  Roman  citizens  for  the  commoneft 
articles  of  food.  The  fcenes  of  profligacy  in  fuch  a 
mixed  multitude  were  indefcribable  :  f  neverthelefs,  the 
pilgrims  were  all  to  obtain  the  Indulgence  on  the 
prefcribed  conditions, — the  devout  and  the  fenfual, 
the  humble  and  the  proud,  the  meek  and  the  violent, 
the  truthful  and  the  falfe-hearted.  Indeed,  what 


*  Iftorie  di  Matteo  Villani :  Muratori,  torn.  14. 

•j-  "  It  is  too  well  known  that  by  fuch  pilgrimage-going,  Lady  Venus, 
and  her  fon  Cupid  were  rather  worfhipped  wantonly  in  the  flefh,  than 
God  the  Father,  and  our  Saviour  Chrift  His  Son,  truly  worfhipped  in 
the  Spirit."  Third  Part  of  the  Sermon  againit  Peril  of  Idolatry. 
Homilies,  edit.  1844,  p.  205.  "The  greateft  part  of  thefe  travellers, 
(Englifh  women  who  had  taken  the  veil)  make  a  miferable  voyage  of  it, 
and  lofe  their  honour  in  their  pilgrimage,  &c."  Letter  of  Boniface  to  the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  in  Collier's  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory,  folio, 
vol.  i.  p.  129.  See  alfo  Bifhop  Short's  Hiftory  of  the  Church  of 
England,  fth  edition,  p.  23 ;  Modern  Univerfal  Hiftory,  vol.  xxii. 
p.  41 1  ;  the  Colloquies  of  Erafmus  (himfelf  a  Roman  Catholic),  "  De 
Votis  temere  sufceptis ,"  and  "  Peregrinatio  Religionis  ergo,"  and  Gibbon, 
chap.  Ixix.,  for  confirmation  of  the  fadly  demoralizing  effeft  of  thefe 
pilgrimages. 
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poffibility  was  there  of  any  difcrimination  ?  It  is  an 
awful  thought  that  any  human  fyftem  fhould  arro- 
gate to  itfelf  fuch  fpiritual  powers  for  its  own  aggran- 
dizement. 

Pope  Paul  II.,  in  whofe  pontificate  all  offices, 
bifhoprics,  and  benefices  were  fet  up  for  public  fale, 
having  no  chance  of  the  advantages  of  a  Jubilee,  if  he 
were  to  wait  the  fluggim  cycle  of  fifty  years,  found 
no  lack  of  good  and  cogent  reafons  for  once  more 
mortening  the  intervals,  and  decreed  in  1471  that, 
for  the  future,  there  mould  be  a  general  Indulgence 
every  twenty-fifth  year.  True,  Scripture  was  filent 
as  to  any  fuch  period  of  Jewifh  obfervance;  but 
pilgrims  would  benefit  by  a  more  frequent  opportunity 
of  pardon,  and  Holy  Mother  Church  by  their  bene- 
factions. Paul  II.  did  not  live  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
his  Bull ;  but  they  were  no  lefs  acceptable  to  his 
fucceflbr,  Sixtus  IV.  His  Jubilee  of  1475  provmg  to 
be  a  failure  in  Rome,  he  appointed  another  in 
Bologna,  which  anfwered  better.  Various  devices 
were  at  different  times  put  in  practice  to  ftimulate  the 
zeal  and  fecure  the  offerings  of  the  pilgrims.  The 
period  required  for  their  refidence  at  Rome  was 
fhortened;  envoys  were  fent  into  the  diftant  pro- 
vinces to  difpofe  of  the  "  facred  merchandize."  They 
who  could  not,  or  would  not  travel,  might  purchafe 
their  pardons  at  home,  keeping  Jubilee  in  certain 
churches  appointed  by  the  ordinaries,  and  the  alms 
there  given  had  the  promife  of  equal  efficacy  with 
thofe  offered  at  the  tomb  of  the  Apoftles.* 

*  For  an  account  of  the  Jubilee  of  Alexander  VI.,  fee  Gordon's  Life 
of  that  Pope,  and  his  fcarcely  more  infamous  fon,  Caefar  Borgia ; 
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Thus  it  was,  that  1675  being  one  of  the  periods  of 
twenty-five  years,  Ken  was  enabled  to  fee  the  fplen- 
dour  of  the  Papal  court,  and  its  fuperftitious  rites,  in 
all  their  plenitude.  At  the  time  of  his  vifit,  the 
Indulgences  had  fallen  in  value  through  the  wider 
fpread  of  the  reformed  doctrines  and  the  advance  of 
civilization,  —  which  is  the  moft  powerful  adverfary  that 
Rome  has  to  encounter,  —  fo  that  the  number  of 
pilgrims  was  much  diminimed  ;  neverthelefs,  the 
concourfe  was  very  great.  In  the  previous  Jubilee  of 
1650,  LafTels  faw  9000  pilgrims  entertained  in  one 
day  at  the  Hofpital  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  the  Pope 
himfelf,  and  many  of  the  Cardinals,  being  there  to 
warn  their  feet,  and  ferve  them  at  table.* 

Thefe  pilgrimages  were  found  to  be  fo  richly  pro- 
ductive to  the  Court  and  Church  of  Rome,  that  they 
were  extended  to  feveral  other  places.  LafTels  gives 
a  curious  account  of  the  immenfe  wealth  derived  from 
the  religious  zeal  of  pilgrims,  who  went  in  crowds  to 
LORETO.  Being  himfelf  a  Roman  Catholic,  he  enters 
into  minute  particulars  of  the  "Little  Chamber  of 
our  Lady,  in  which  the  Angel  announced  to  her  the 
Myftery  of  the  Incarnation."  //  was  miraculoujly 
tranjlated  through  the  air  to  Loreto^from  Paleftine, 
"  by  the  hands  of  angels,  about  the  year 


"  Vendit  Alexander  elates,  alt  aria,  Chrijlum  : 
Emerat  ille  prius,  vender  e  jure  puteft" 

"  He  fecured  his  election  to  the  Popedom  by  placing  two  mules, 
laden  with  gold,  at  the  difpofal  of  a  faithful  cardinal,  to  be  beftowed  as 
occafion  might  require."  Dean  Waddington's  Hift.  of  the  Church, 
chap,  xxvii. 

*  The  Voyage  of  Italy,  by  Richard  Laflels,  izmo.  1670,  vol.  ii.  p.  8. 

f   Ibid.  p.  323. 
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not  forgetting  "Jome  little  earthen  dijhes,  which  were 
brought  hither  with  the  houfe,  and  therefore  tradition 
holds  them  to  have  been  our  Saviour's  plate,  and  our 
Lady's  vejjels  ;"  alfo,  "  a  window,  where  it  is  imagined 
the  Angel  entered  when  he  came  embajfador  to  the 
Virgin  Mary ;"  *  and  "  the  very  chimney  which  was 
anciently  in  this  chamber!!"^  But,  above  all,  the 
"  ftatue  of  cedar  of  our  bleffed  Lady,  with  her  Son  in 
her  arms.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  made  by  St.  Luke, 
and  was  brought  hither,  together  with  the  Chappel, 
or  Holy  Houfe."  £  Laflels  computes  that  between 
Eafter  and  Whitfuntide  there  have  flocked  fometimes 
500,000,  fometimes  600,000  communicants,  to  make 
their  prayers  and  offerings  at  this  fhrine.  His  minute 
defcription,  therefore,  of  the  cc  inestimable  treafures, " 
wonderful  as  it  may  be,  is  not  incredible ;  and  as  for 
the  "  cellar,  it  is  abfolutely  the  beft  I  Jaw  in  Italy :" 

"  The  veflels  are  hugely  great,  and  not  to  be  removed 
from  hence.  They  are  all  hooped  with  iron,  and  fome  of 
them  are  fo  contrived,  that  they  can  draw  three  feveral  forts 
of  wine  out  of  one  veflel,  and  by  the  fame  tap.  The  expe- 
rience is  pretty,  but  the  wine  is  better.  This  cellar  furnifheth 
with  wine  not  only  the  Governor's  houfe,  the  College  of  the 
Penitentiaries^  the  Convent  of  the  Capucins,  the  Seminaries, 
and  all  thofe  that  belong  to  the  Church  in  any  way ;  but  alfo 
all  pilgrims,  yea,  even  all  Princes,  Cardinals,  Bifhops,  Embaf- 
fadors,  and  great  men  of  known  quality,  as  long  as  they  ftay 
here  on  devotion."  § 

"  Having  refrefhed  ourfelves  in  the  cellar,  we  went  to  the 
apothecary's  fhop,  belonging  to  the  Holy  Houfe  alfo,  and  fur- 

*  The  Voyage  of  Italy,  by  Richard  Laflels,  izmo.  1670,  vol.  ii. 
P-  337- 

f  Ibid.  p.  341.  J  Ibid.  p.  338.  §  Ibid.  p.  348. 
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nifhing  phyfick  to  fick  pilgrims  for  nothing.  There  we  faw 
thofe  famous  pots,  which  make  even  phyfick  itfelf  look 
fweetly,  and  draw  all  curious  ftrangers  to  vifit  them.  For 
round  about  a  great  inner  {hop  ftand  pots  of  a  great  fize, 
painted  by  Raphael  Urbin's  own  hand,  and  therefore  judged 
by  vertuofl  to  be  of  great  value."* 

We  are  not  informed  whether  Ken  and  his  com- 
panion, after  feeing  the  wonders  of  Rome,  returned 
home  by  way  of  Loreto,  and  C(  refrefhed  themfelves," 
as  Richard  Laflels  did,  "  at  this  beft  cellar  in  Italy." 
It  is  probable  they  took  horfe  for  Venice  by  the  more 
direct  road,  which  would  bring  them  by  Narni,  Terni, 
Spoleto,  Aflifi,  famous  for  the  tomb  of  St.  Francis, 
Tolentino,  &c.  "Venice  the  Rich"  was  at  that  time 
one  of  the  moft  powerful  cities  of  Europe,  though 
now,  deprefled  and  crumbling  in  decay,  it  ftands  a 
vaft  fepulchral  monument  of  the  inftability  of  human 
grandeur.  We  would  fain  linger  with  them  amidft 
the  palaces  of  the  Venetian  nobles,  and  the  Church  of 
St.  Mark ;  and  glide  with  them  in  their  gondola 
beneath  the  Rialto  and  the  Bridge  of  Sighs  ; — but  it 
is  time  for  Ken  to  be  at  home  among  his  flock  at 
Winchefter.  No  doubt  he  had  been  with  them  in 
thought  and  prayer  through  all  his  journey  ings,  and 
longed  to  return,  that  he  might  once  more  feed  them 
in  the  green  paftures,  and  fold  them  befide  the  ftill 
waters. 

He  little  fuppofed,  that  during  his  abfence  he  was 
himfelf  the  fubject  of  fufpicion  at  home,  and  looked 
upon  as  no  faithful  mepherd.  But  fo  it  was :  "  for 

*  The  Voyage  of  Italy,  by  Richard  Laflels,  izmo.  1670,  vol.  ii. 
p.  349. 
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he  loft  the  favour  of  many  of  his  former  auditors, 
who  fuppofed  that  by  this  journey  he  had  been  tinged 
with  Popery."  Wood  declares  that  they  were 
"altogether  miftaken."*  We  fcarcely  require  this 
affurance  :  it  was  not  likely  his  faith,  or  his  love  for 
evangelical  truth,  would  waver  amidft  the  corruptions 
he  had  witnefled.  If  he  ever  felt  an  inclination 
towards  the  Church  of  Rome,  the  effect  of  his  travels 
was  to  convince  him  of  her  declenfion  from  catholicity. 
cc  He  was  often  heard  to  fay,  that  he  had  great  reafon 
to  give  God  thanks  for  his  travels,  fince  (if  it  were 
poffible)  he  returned  rather  more  confirmed  of  the 
purity  of  the  Proteftant  religion  than  he  was  before."  f 
A  perfonal  obfervation  of  the  corruptions  of  Popery 
had  produced  the  fame  effects  on  Robert  Boyle.  He 
fays,  in  the  memoirs  of  his  own  travels,  that  he 
"  never  found  the  Pope  lefs  valued  than  in  Rome,  nor 
his  religion  more  fiercelier  difputed  againft  than  in 
Italy :  and  he  ceafed  to  wonder  that  the  Pope  mould 
forbid  the  fight  of  Rome  to  Proteftants,  fince  nothing 
could  more  confirm  them  in  their  religion.";};  With 
what  feelings,  for  inftance,  muft  any  man  of  found  fenfe 
look  at  the  thoufand  and  one  fabled  relics  exhibited 
by  the  priefts  in  the  churches  and  elfewhere  ?  as  la 
Santa  Scala,  thofe  flairs,  up  which  they  declare  our 
blefTed  Saviour  was  led  to  Pilate's  houfe,  ftained  with 
His  precious  blood;  His  miraculous  portrait,  begun 
by  St.  Peter  and  finimed  by  an  angel ;  a  piece  of  the 
fponge  in  which  the  Jews  gave  Him  gall  to  drink ; 

*  Athenae  Oxonienfes,  vol.  ii.  p.  989. 
•J-   Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  6. 
f  Birch's  Life  of  Robert  Boyle. 
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the  thorns  of  His  crown  ;  the  head  of  the  Samaritan 
woman ;  the  arm  of  St.  Anne ;  the  moulder  of  St. 
Chriftopher ;  the  doubting  ringer  of  St.  Thomas ;  one 
of  the  pieces  of  filver  with  which  the  potter's  field  was 
bought ;  the  ftone  pillar  on  which  the  cock  crew  at 
St.  Peter's  denial;  the  crucifix  that  fpoke  to  St. 
Bridget;  with  a  world  of  fuch  like,*  kept  in  the 
facrifties  ! !  In  gazing  on  thefe,  the  fceptic  is  hardened 
in  his  unbelief,  the  irreverent  provoked  to  fmile,  the 
credulous  fink  deeper  into  fuperftition,  and  the 
Englim  churchman  turns  forrowfully  away,  with  in- 
creafed  thankfulnefs  for  the  bleflings  of  the  Reforma- 
tion. 

It  is  rather  remarkable  that  nearly  two  centuries 
after  Ken  was  in  Italy,  Dr.  Thomas  Byrth  enters  in 
the  journal  of  his  vifit  to  Rome  the  following  tefti- 
mony  to  Ken's  immoveable  attachment  to  the  Church 
of  England : 

"  The  ardour  with  which  I  faw  numbers  kifling  the  toelefs 
foot  of  Peter's  ftatue  [in  St.  Peter's  Church]  was  quite 
affe&ing. 

"  I  had  written  thus  far,  when  my  travelling  companion 
put  into  my  hands  a  Manual  of  Prayer^  compofed  by  Bijhop 
Ken^  for  the  ufe  of  the  Winchefter  School.  Prefixed 
to  this  little  work,  publifhed  by  the  Society  for  Promoting 
Chriftian  Knowledge,  is  a  life  of  the  confcientious,  excellent 
prelate.  The  coincidence  between  my  own  obfervations  and 
thofe  of  the  depofed  Non-juror,  would  be  fingular,  if,  as  I 
believe,  moft  true  members  of  the  Anglican  Church  did  not 
contemplate  the  mummeries  of  Romanifm  with  the  fame 
feelings.  Ken  travelled  all  over  Italy  in  1675,  and  ufed  to 

*  In  the  Voyage  of  Italy,  by  Richard  Laflels,  and  alfo  in  Evelyn's 
Diary,  a  long  catalogue  will  be  found. 
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fay  he  thanked  God  for  the  opportunities  of  that  journey  ; 
fmce  it  had  confirmed  him  more  than  ever  in  the  opinion  he 
always  had,  of  the  purity  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  the 
fuperftitious  fopperies  of  Popery.  And  yet  this  is  the  man 
whom  the  Rome-mimickers  at  home  claim  as  their  own."* 

Dr.  Marklandf  quotes  an  anecdote,  told  by  Dr. 
Cheyne,  which  applies  to  a  later  period  of  Ken's  life, 
when  he  was  a  Bifhop,  but  which  would  confirm  this 
account  of  the  lafting  impreffion  he  received  from  his 
vifit  to  Italy :  "  King  James  complimenting  Ken 
upon  some  pafTages  in  his  writings  for  their  nearnefs 
of  opinion,  he  told  the  King  what  little  reafon  he  had 
to  do  fo ;  that  he  had  been  once  inclined  to  his 
religion,  but  that  the  New  Teftament,  and  his  journey 
to  Rome,  had  quite  cured  him."  "  If  this  anecdote 
(continues  Markland)  be  authentic,  the  King  could 
have  read  Ken's  works  to  very  little  purpofe;  for 
there  is  not  a  paflage  in  any  one  of  them,  which  can 
bear  the  leaft  construction  of  Romim  tendencies." 

Ken,  who  looked  upon  the  Church  Catholic  as  the 
holieft  thing  on  earth,  and  the  Anglican  as  its  pureft 
branch,  well  knew  that  the  theory  of  a  fupreme 
Pontiff,  with  unlimited  power  over  all  the  Bifhops  of 
the  world,  had  not  the  colour  of  a  pretence  for  its 
fupport  in  any  tingle  paflage  of  Scripture.  This 
claim  might  captivate  imaginative  and  weak  minds ; 
but,  as  the  writings  of  St.  Paul,  the  declarations  of 
the  early  Fathers  and  General  Councils,  the  difclaimers 


f  MoncrielFs  Remains  of  Thomas  Byrth,  D.D.,  F.A.S.,  Reftor  of 
Wallafey,  8vo,  1851,  p.  212. 

J  Markland's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  48.  Spence's  Anecdotes  by  Singer, 
p.  329. 
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even  of  Popes,  and  the  injunctions  of  Chrift  Himfelf, 
prove  the  contrary, — the  Englifh  Church,  in  whofe 
bofom  he  had  been  baptized,  was  a  fure  point  of  reft 
to  his  humble  but  manly  fpirit.  His  filial  attachment 
fuftained  him  in  his  obedience  to  her  amidft  all  her 
confufion.  It  might  be,  that  her  pure  worfhip,  and 
fervices,  and  temples  *  were  fadly  neglected ;  her 
doctrines  mifunderftood,  her  moft  devoted  clergy  held 
in  fufpicion.  But  he  knew  that  her  heavenly  Mafter, 
who  had  brought  her  forth  from  the  ordeal  of  the 
Rebellion,  could  bear  her  up  in  all  her  need ;  that  it 
was  His  own  Church,  for  which  He  had  endured  the 
agony  of  the  Crofs.  St.  John  and  St.  Peter,  and  all 
the  glorious  company  of  apoftles,  prophets,  and  mar- 
tyrs, are  never  weary  of  praying  for  her  peace ; — to 
join  in  this  would  exemplify  greater  humblenefs  of 
mind,  than  to  magnify  her  defects,  and  yearn  after 
another  communion. 

The  fufpicion  that  he  might  be  "tinged  with 
Popery  from  this  journey,"  arofe  from  his  having 
always  held  the  primitive  doctrines  of  the  Church. 
Moreover,  he  had  been  moderate  in  religious  difputes  ; 
— this,  to  the  end  of  his  life,  was  one  of  the  remark- 
able points  in  his  character.  His  mild  and  confiderate 
difpofition  would  not  allow  him  to  join  with  the 
popular  theology  of  that  day,  in  which  there  was  too 
much  noify  and  violent  oppofition  to  Popery.  He 


*  Two  years  fubfequent  to  this  period  Evelyn  was  on  a  vifit  at  Eufton, 
in  Suffolk.  Lord  Arlington  carried  him  round  the  neighbourhood  to 
mow  him  various  fights  ;  and  Evelyn  fays,  "  moft  of  the  Houfes  of  God 
in  this  country  refemble  rather  (tables,  and  thatched  cottages,  than 
temples  in  which  to  ferve  the  Moft  High."  Diary,  vol.  ii.  p.  113. 
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could  not  fhut  his  eyes  to  the  fact,  that  Rome  had 
degraded  the  fpiritual  kingdom  of  Chrift  to  a  fecular 
government,  and  converted  it  from  an  invifible  pre- 
fence  not  of  this  world,  into  a  bold  aflumption  of 
temporal  authority,  commanding  all  nations  to  bow 
down  and  worfhip  the  Images  me  had  fet  up.  But 
there  is  a  wide  difference  between  rejecting  their 
fuperftitions,  and  holding  Romanifts  themfelves  in 
abhorrence  and  fcorn.  Surely  we  all  mare  in  the 
common  name  of  Chriftians,  and  love  the  fame  Lord, 
after  whom  we  are  called,  and  believe  in  the  ever- 
adorable  Trinity.  If  Ken  could  not  partake  in  their 
worfhip,  he  prayed  for  them  as  his  brethren ;  nay, 
more, — whilft  he  denounced  their  fuperftitions,  he 
mourned  over  the  languid  devotion  of  his  native  land. 
If  they  idolatroufly  worshipped  the  blefled  Virgin, 
and  offered  up  prayers  to  apoftles  and  angels, — the 
"Communion  of  Saints"*  feemed  in  practice  to  be 
little  more  than  a  theory  in  the  Englifh  Church ;  and 
the  appointed  fafts,  and  feftivals  which  he  thought  to 
be  tc  happy  days,  fet  apart  for  the  remembrance  of  God's 
love"-\  were  neglected  and  depreciated.  His  own 
words  are, — 

"  I  believe,  O  Thou  God  of  love,  that  all  the  faints  on 
earth  by  profeflion  ought  to  communicate  one  with  the  other 


*  Ken  thus  clearly  defines  his  opinion  of  this  Article  of  the  Creed, 
— "  The  Communion  of  Saints  :" — "  I  believe,  moft  holy  Jefus,  that 
Thy  faints  here  below  have  communion  with  Thy  faints  above,  they 
praying  for  us  in  heaven,  ive  here  on  earth  celebrating  their  memories.'''' 
(Praftice  of  Divine  Love,  p.  50).  The  fame  idea  is  exprefled  in  one  of 
his  poems : — 

"  They  pray  for  us,  we  give  thanks  for  them." 

f  Practice  of  Divine  Love,  edition  1768,  p.  84. 
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in  evangelical  worfhip  and  the  fame  Holy  Sacraments,  in  the 
fame  divine  and  apoftolic  faith,  in  all  offices  of  corporal  and 
fpiritual  charity,  in  reciprocal  delight  in  each  other's  falvation, 
and  in  tender  fympathy  as  members  of  one  and  the  fame 
Body.  O  God  of  peace,  reftore  in  Thy  good  time  this 
Catholic  communion,  that  with  one  heart  and  one  mouth  we 
may  all  praife  and  love  Thee."* 

If  the  Roman  Church  exceeded  in  ceremonial,  we 
had  at  that  period  well  nigh  given  up  the  reverential 
folemnities  of  worfhip.  If  their  churches  were  gor- 
geous with  images,  and  multiplied  altars,  the  rich  and 
noble  at  home  had  fuffered  the  walls,  green  with 
damp,  and  the  mouldering  roofs  of  God's  houfes,  to 
fall  to  decay,  fide  by  fide,  and  in  profane  contrail, 
with  the  lavifh  decorations  of  their  own  palatial 
manfions. 

Thus  it  was  that  Ken's  regard  to  every  ordinance 
of  the  Church,  his  felf-denying  devotional  life,  and 
his  deep  fenfe  of  Chriftian  myfteries,  were  taken  at 
this  time,  by  many  of  his  flock,  to  be  an  indication 
of  his  leaning  towards  Rome.  But  he  lived  down 
thefe  prejudices,  zealoufly  and  confiftently  fetting  forth 
the  harmonious  doctrines  of  the  Gofpel,  and  giving 
example  of  a  ftrict  adherence  to  the  Church  in  times 
when  her  danger  was  the  greateft.  He  could  not  be 
moved  from  his  principles  by  the  uncharitable  and 
erroneous  charge  of  Romim  tendencies,  which  he 
knew  had  been  brought  againft  faithful  Anglican 
Divines  from  the  date  of  the  Reformation  to  his  own 
time.  Still  lefs  could  he  yield  one  ftep  of  approach 
to  the  Roman  Ritual,  which  he  distinctly  ftates  to  be 

*   Practice  of  Divine  Love,  edition  1768,  p.  4.9. 
L  2 
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idolatrous  worfhip  ;  "  voluntary  humility,  and  worjhip- 
ping  of  angels"  and  reliance  on  the  creature,  he  re- 
nounced as  "  odious  and  offenfive  to  God,"  forbidden 
in  Scripture,  unknown  to  the  Apoftles,  unheard  of, 
and  unthought  of  in  the  earlieft  ages  after  them.  He 
thus  gives  expreflion  to  his  jealoufy  for  God's  glory : 

"  O  my  God,  O  my  Love,  I  know  the  true  love  of  Thee 
is  incommunicable  to  any  but  Thee  j  and  therefore  I  renounce 
and  deteft,  and  bewail,  as  odious  and  offenfive  to  Thee,  as 
directly  oppofite  to  Thy  Love  and  to  Thy  Glory, — 

"  All  making  of  idols  or  falfe  gods,  or  of  GRAVEN  IMAGES, 
with  intent  of  WORSHIPPING  AND  BOWING  DOWN  before 
them. 

"  All  idolatry  and  RELIGIOUS  INVOCATION  OF  CREA- 
TURES." * 

He  rejoiced  and  gave  thanks  to  God  that  he  was 
born  in  the  bofom  of  the  Anglican  Church,  and,  as  we 
fhall  fee  remarkably  exemplified  throughout  his  whole 
life,  he  was  too  faithful  to  waver  for  an  inftant  in  his 
allegiance  to  her.  He  knew  that  her  facred  life  is 
beyond  the  reach  of  man's  devices,  for  me  has  the 
rich  promifes  of  God,  and  her  foundation  is  Chrift,  the 
Rock  of  Ages.  If  any  one  mould  doubt  what  were 
his  fettled  convictions  and  refolves,  let  his  own  words 
fpeak  for  him : 

"  Glory  be  to  Thee,  O  Lord  my  God,  who  haft  made  me 
a  member  of  the  particular  Church  of  England,  whofe  Faith 
and  Government,  and  Worfhip,  are  Holy,  Catholic,  and 
Apoftolic,  and  free  from  the  extremes  of  irreverence  and 
fuperftition,  and  which  I  firmly  believe  to  be  a  found  part  of 
Thy  Church  Univerfal,  and  which  teaches  me  charity  to  thofe 

*  Ken's  Praftice  of  Divine  Love,  ed.  1686,  p.  48. 
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who  difTent  from  me  ;  and  therefore  all  Love,  all  Glory  be  to 
Thee. 

"  O  my  God,  give  me  grace  to  continue  ftedfaft  in  her 
bofom,  to  improve  all  thofe  helps  to  true  piety,  all  thofe 
means  of  grace,  all  thofe  incentives  of  Thy  love,  Thou  haft 
mercifully  indulged  me  in  her  communion,  that  I  may  with 
primitive  affection  and  fervour  praife  and  love  Thee."  * 

He  continued  at  Winchefter  three  years  after  his 
return  from  Italy,  purfuing  his  ufual  ftudious  and 
mortified  life,  and  unremitting  in  his  labours  to  pro- 
mote the  fpiritual  advancement  of  all  who  lived  within 
his  fphere. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  period  (the  2oth  of  May, 
1679)  ne  l0^  his  maternal  uncle,  John  Chalkhill,  who 
was  a  Fellow  of  Winchefter  College,  at  the  time  of 

D    f 

his  own  election  in  1666  ;f  fo  that  they  were  Co-Fel- 
lows together,  uncle  and  nephew,  for  thirteen  years. 
We  have  no  memorials  of  the  worthy  man  except  his 
epitaph,  which  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  was  penned 
by  Ken  himfelf.  As  he  •  was  buried  in  the  fouth 
cloifter,  he  probably  died  in  his  own  chamber, 
attended  by  Izaak  Walton,  and  by  Ken,  on  whofe 
character  his  exemplary  life  may  have  had  no  incon- 
fiderable  influence.  The  following  is  the  epitaph : 

"  Here  is  buried 

John  Chalkhill,  Mafter  of  Arts,  Fellow  of  this  College 
forty-fix  years ;  a  man  who  all  his  life  equalled  the  primitive 
Afcetics  in  folitude  and  retirement,  in  temperance  and  chaftity, 

*  Ken's  Praftice  of  Divine  Love,  ed.  1686,  p.  48. 

f  John  Chalkhill  was  admitted  Fellow  of  New  College,  Oxford, 
Auguft  i6th,  1618,  and  Fellow  of  Winchefter,  Odober  and,  1633.  He 
was  Vicar  of  Downton,  county  Wilts,  which  he  exchanged  for  the 
Re&ory  of  Afliley,  county  of  Hants. 
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contemplation  and  holinefs,  devotion  and  charity :  from  his 
childhood  he  trod  the  way  to  Heaven,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighty  took  pofTeffion  of  it,  on  the  2Oth  day  of  May, 
1679."* 


*  The  original  in  Latin  is  thus : 

"H.S.E. 

Joan.  Chalkhill  hujus  Coll'ii.  annos  46  Socius,  vir,  quoad  vixit,  folitu- 
dine  et  filentio,  temperantia  et  Caftitate,  orationibus  et  Eleemofynis, 
contemplatione  et  fan&imonia  Afcetis  primitivis  par :  qui  cum  a  par- 
vulo  in  regnum  Coelorum  viam  feciflet,  O6togenarius  tandem  rapuit, 
20  die  Maii,  1679." 

See  Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  Winchefter,  izmo.  1773,  p.  140.  I 
have  ftated  (page  3)  that  John  Chalkhill,  the  poet,  was  Fellow  of  Win- 
chefter College  ;  this  is  inaccurate.  It  is  not  importable  that  the  poet's 
Chriftian  name  was  Ion.  There  were  two  coufms  of  the  name  of 
Chalkhill,  one  John  the  other  Ion.  Even  the  learned  and  laborious 
Antiquary,  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  was  undecided  which  of  them  was  the 
poet.  He  confiders  that  he  may  have  been  the  Fellow  of  Winchefter, 
whofe  epitaph  I  have  juft  given,  and  that  he  was  probably  Mrs.  Ken's 
father  (fee  Life  of  Izaak  Walton  prefixed  to  Pickering's  edition  of  The 
Complete  Angler,  p.  xcvii.)  ;  this  could  not  be,  as  he  was  born  in  1601, 
and  Martha  Ken,  his  fifter,  in  1610.  The  College  Regifter  mentions 
only  one  Fellow  of  the  name  of  Chalkhill. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Early  life  of  William  Prince  of  Orange — Delivers  Holland 

from   the  power   of  Louis    XIV. — His    Marriage    to    the 

Princefs  Mary — Ken  appointed  Chaplain  at  the  Hague — 

His  faithfulnefs  in  the  difcharge  of  his  office — He  returns 

from  the   Hague — Appointed  Chaplain  to   the   King — His 

Funeral  Sermon  on  Lady  Margaret  Maynard — The  Court 

of  Charles  II.  at  Winchejler — Ken  refufes  the  ufe  of  his 

Prebendal  houfe  to  Nell  Gwyn. 

E  have  feen  how  Ken,  after  his  travels, 
fettled  down  to  the  even  tenor  of  his 
duties  at  Winchester,  free  from  the 
political  and  religious  difputes  which  fo 
violently  agitated  the  public  mind,  and 
led  to  the  national  madnefs  of  the  fuppofed  Popifh 
plot.  But,  in  1679,  tne  quiet  enjoyment  of  the 
fociety  of  Bifhop  Morley,  Izaak  Walton,  and  the 
Fellows  of  the  College,  was  again  for  a  time  to  be 
interrupted.*  He  was  called  to  a  fphere,  lefs  conge- 
nial to  his  taftes,  becaufe  in  the  immediate  circle  of  a 
Court,  and  in  a  foreign  land.  The  duty  afligned  to 
him  by  the  King  was  a  residence  at  the  Hague,  as 
Chaplain  and  Almoner  to  his  eldeft  daughter,  the 
Princefs  Mary,  whofe  principles  might  be  thought  to 

*  He  had  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Divinity  on  the  6th  July, 
1678;  and  that  of  Doftor  in  Divinity  on  the  3oth  of  June,  1679. 
Fafti  Oxonienfes,  vol.  ii.  p.  210-212. 
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be  in  danger  from  the  Prefbyterian  influence  of  her 
hufband,  William  III.  of  Orange. 

The  Hiftory  of  this  Prince  is  fo  linked  with  Eng- 
lim  politics,  and  therein  with  the  fortunes  of  Ken,  that 
we  cannot  avoid  fome  brief  fketch  of  his  early  life. 
His  mother,  Princefs  Mary,  daughter  of  Charles  I., 
was  married  to  William  II.  of  the  houfe  of  Orange  in 
1641.  This  union  was  brought  about  in  an  evil  hour 
for  the  Stuarts,  and  in  the  end  led  to  the  extinction  of 
their  dynafty.  Mary  loft  her  hufband  in  1650,  and 
a  few  days  afterwards  (the  4th  of  November)  gave 
birth  to  a  pofthumous  Prince ;  this  was  William  III., 
the  future  Stadtholder  of  Holland,  who  was  alfo 
deftined,  as  King  of  England,  to  wear  the  crown  of 
her  anceftors. 

William  inherited  the  qualities  of  his  brave  and 
patriotic  anceftors,  and  emulated  their  example.  He 
was  reflective,  difcriminating,  unimpafTioned,  refolved, 
— of  a  modeft  taciturn  demeanour, — habituated  to 
hardfhips  and  fatigue,  in  fpite  of  a  fickly  conftitution, 
— daring  in  valour,  and  above  all  animated  with  an 
ardent  love  for  his  country.  Bereaved  of  both  parents 
at  an  early  age,  he  had  been  educated  under  the  more 
than  maternal  care  of  his  grandmother,  Amelia,  Prin- 
cefs of  Solmes,  a  woman  of  fuperior  endowments.  By 
her  example  and  precepts  he  matured  a  force  of  mind 
that  rendered  him  afterwards  one  of  the  moft  diftin- 
guifhed  princes  of  Europe. 

His  great  rival,  Louis  XIV.,  was  born  to  be  at 
once  the  glory  and  the  fcourge  of  France.  The  con- 
queft  of  the  free  ftates  of  Holland  was  one  of  the 
favourite  objects  of  his  ambition.  To  Cf  chaftife  the 
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infolence  of  thofe  upftart  Republicans  who  pretended 
to  make  laws  for  crowned  heads,"  was  thought  to  be  a 
legitimate  enterprife,  fimply  becaufe  it  tended  to  his 
own  aggrandizement.  He  opened  the  campaign  againft 
the  United  Provinces  in  1672,  with  an  army  of  about 
100,000  men,  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  the 
Prince  de  Conde,  and  Marfhal  Turenne.  His  camp 
was  attended  by  ambafTadors,  princes,  nobles,  and 
officers  from  all  parts,  as  volunteers  and  witnefTes  of 
the  triumph  of  "  the  invincible  monarch."  The  States 
and  Cities  of  Holland  were  divided  into  two  political 
factions,  the  one  headed  by  the  De  Witts,  enthufiaftic 
lovers  of  a  Republic,  the  other  favouring  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  whom  the  democrats  had  deprived  of  the 
office  of  Stadtholder,  under  a  "  Perpetual  Edict"  for 
the  maintenance  of  liberty.  In  the  midft  of  their 
contefts  they  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had 
effected,  at  Tolhuis,  the  brilliant  paflage  of  the  Rhine, 
paffing  over  fixteen  fquadrons  of  cavalry,  a  la  nage^ 
under  the  command  of  De  Guiche  ; — a  fearful  augury 
of  the  fate  of  their  country.  It  was  one  of  the  grander! 
fpectacles  in  the  hiftory  of  war  to  fee  the  whole  French 
army  drawn  up  in  array  on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the 
river,  to  witnefs  the  fuccefs  of  that  hazardous  exploit, 
thought  by  Conde  himfelf  to  be  impracticable.  After 
this  victory  every  where  attended  the  French  arms : 
all  Europe  awaited  the  approaching  downfal  of  the 
Republic. 

Louis  having  advanced  from  one  conqueft  to 
another,  and  made  himfelf  matter  of  Utrecht,  the 
States  were  compelled  to  fend  deputies  to  implore  his 
clemency.  Nothing  lefs  than  their  entire  fubmiffion 
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to  his  own  terms  would  fatisfy  the  haughty  monarch. 
He  even  demanded  that  the  Provinces  mould  fend 
him  every  year  an  extraordinary  embafTy,  with  a  gold 
medal,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  their  vaflalage.* 

In  this  alarming  crifis  of  their  fortunes,  the  nation 
had  recourfe  to  the  young  Prince  William,  as  their 
only  hope.  He  had  already  given  indications  of  his 
capacity  for  command,  and  was  now  appointed 
Captain  General  of  the  forces  of  Holland.  One  of 
his  firft  meafures,  that  he  might  obtain  delay,  was  to 
open  the  flukes  of  the  great  dyke.  It  is  fcarcely 
poflible  to  imagine  the  terrible  effect  of  a  general 
inundation  of  water  in  a  flat  country  like  Holland : 
only  an  eye-witnefs  can  realife  it.  But  fuch  was  the 
laft  refource  of  a  brave  people,  refolved  to  lofe  all  but 
their  freedom,  and  to  drown  their  territories,  rather 
than  fubmit  to  a  foreign  yoke. 

It  might  feem  to  all  human  calculations  that  the 
fate  of  Holland  was  fealed:  her  refources  were  ex- 
haufted ;  her  army  almoft  annihilated ;  her  fortrefTes 
in  the  hands  of  a  proud  and  victorious  enemy,  dreaded 
for  the  cruelties  he  every  where  inflicted,  and  confident 
from  the  fignal  triumphs  he  had  already  achieved. 
But  William,  infpired  by  a  genius  for  war,  gathered 
increafed  energy  from  all  his  difficulties.  Never,  per- 
haps, was  a  greater  national  deliverance  wrought  by 
the  enterprife  and  fagacity  of  fo  young  a  warrior. 
The  Englim  minifter,  remonftrating  with  him  againft 
the  rifk  he  was  incurring,  faid,  "  Do  you  not  fee  that 
the  country  is  loft  ?"  His  anfwer  was,  "  I  fee  it  is  in 

*  Trevor's  Life  of  William  III.  vol.  i.  p.  49. 
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great  danger ;  but  there  is  a  fure  way  never  to  fee  it 
loft,  and  that  is  to  die  in  the  laft  ditch." 

In  this  fpirit  he  took  the  field  with  the  remnant 
of  an  army,  not  one-fifth  the  number  of  the  French, 
deftitute  of  all  the  materials  of  war,  difpirited  by 
defeat,  and  chiefly  compofed  of  foreigners.  But  he 
feemed  a  hoft  in  himfelf :  everywhere  prefent,  and 
undaunted,  he  infufed  his  own  courage  into  the  hearts 
of  others.  He  was  calm  and  unmoved  in  the  midft  of 
danger,  becaufe  he  knew  no  fear, — keen  and  fagacious 
to  difcover  each  weak  point,  and  prompt  to  remedy 
every  defect  and  error.  He  difplayed  fuch  an  inflexi- 
ble mind,  fuch  military  fkill,  and  fo  burning  a  zeal, 
that  the  whole  nation  at  his  command  kindled  into 
an  enthufiafm,  generally  thought  to  be  foreign  to  its 
character. 

The  Prince,  but  lately  a  youth  of  fickly  frame, 
neglected,  thwarted,  excluded  from  his  family  honours, 
the  indignant  witnefs  of  his  country's  defeat,  was  now 
a  hero  in  the  eyes  of  all  furrounding  nations.  He  had 
entered  the  lifts  as  the  champion  of  liberty  againft  the 
conqueror  of  Europe.  Louis,  furprifed  at  the  fudden 
effect  of  his  great  qualities,  would  have  compromifed 
with  him,  and  offered  to  make  him  a  Sovereign  Prince 
over  a  part  of  the  United  Provinces,  with  the  gua- 
ranteed protection  of  England  and  France.  But  he 
was  above  the  influence  of  any  fuch  perfonal  motive : 
he  replied  that  "  he  would  never  betray  the  truft 
repofed  in  him,  or  fell  the  liberties  of  his  country, 
which  his  anceftors  had  fo  long  defended." 

Profiting  by  the  jealoufy  of  other  princes,  who  were 
alarmed  at  the  ambitious  projects  of  Louis,  he  formed 
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a  clofer  alliance  with  the  Elector  of  Brandenburg, 
already  engaged  on  the  fide  of  Holland,  and  prevailed 
upon  the  Emperor  of  Germany  and  the  King  of  Spain 
to  join  with  him  againft  the  common  enemy.  He  was 
himfelf  the  centre  of  union  among  the  allies.  He 
commanded  their  armies  againft  the  moft  renowned 
generals  of  France,  and  maintained  his  prefence  of 
mind  under  every  difficulty ; — if  he  was  frequently 
defeated,  he  foon  retrieved  his  lofs  by  new  and  amazing 
efforts.  Foremoft  in  every  danger,  and  fertile  in  all 
the  refources  of  a  great  commander,  he  extorted  praife 
even  from  his  enemies.  "  The  young  Prince,"  said 
Conde,  after  the  drawn  battle  of  Senef,  "  has  mown 
all  the  qualities  of  the  moft  experienced  generals, 
except  that  he  expofed  his  own  perfon  too  much." 
At  length  the  French  were  driven  from  all  their  acqui- 
fitions,  and  the  gratitude  of  his  country  awarded  to 
the  conqueror  and  his  fuccefTors  the  hereditary  title  of 
Stadtholder,  which  had  hitherto  been  only  elective. 

In  1677  William  came  over  to  England,  and  gained 
the  hand  of  the  Princefs  Mary,  eldeft  daughter  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  as  his  father,  fix  and  thirty  years 
before,  had  received  that  of  Princefs  Mary,  daughter 
of  Charles  I.  He  thus  cemented  by  a  double  bond 
the  union  of  the  two  Houfes,  and  brought  himfelf 
nearer  in  approach  to  the  fucceflion  of  the  Englifh 
throne.  This  event  diffufed  great  joy  throughout 
England,  as  likely  to  ftrengthen  the  Proteftant  inte- 
refts  in  Europe,  and  to  counteract  the  dangers  appre- 
hended from  the  known  tendencies  of  Charles,  and  the 
avowed  converfion  of  James,  to  the  Church  of  Rome. 
But  William  was  fenfible  that  his  continued  prefence 
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in  England  would  not  be  acceptable  at  Court; — his 
very  popularity  was  fuppofed  to  give  encouragement 
to  the  difaffected ;  therefore,  on  the  29th  of  Novem- 
ber, three  weeks  after  his  marriage,  he  prudently 
returned  to  Holland,  with  his  young  bride  and  their 
attendants.  His  near  relative  and  favourite,  Count 
Zuleftein,  and  Miftrefs  Jane  Wroth,  were  of  the 
number  ;  the  latter  as  maid  of  honour  to  the  Princefs. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Wroth,  and  of 
Anne,  fifter  to  Lord  Maynard,  the  friend  and  early 
patron  of  Ken.  There  were  alfo  Sir  Gabriel  and 
Lady  Silvius,  friends  of  John  Evelyn,  who  accom- 
panied them  to  the  fhip  when  they  embarked.  Sir 
Gabriel  was  made  c<  Hoffmaefter"*  to  the  Prince,  a 
coniiderable  employment  in  the  houfehold. 

It  was  not  likely,  in  the  common  courfe  of  events, 
that  the  royal  wedding  mould  have  any  influence  on 
the  humble  fortunes  of  the  meek  Hymnift  of  Win- 
chefter :  yet  this  proved  to  be  the  cafe,  for  within  two 
years  he  was  appointed  Chaplain  to  Mary  at  the  Hague. 
Hitherto  he  had  been  known  only  to  his  flock  and 
neighbours  by  an  untiring  devotion  to  the  duties  of 
his  cure  ;  but  circumftances  foon  occurred  which  called 
forth  an  energy  and  decision  of  character  hitherto  un- 
tried. The  Chaplaincy  brought  him  into  clofe  relation 
with  three  fucceflive  Kings — Charles,  James,  and 
William.  Some  paflages  in  his  fermon,  preached  at 
Whitehall,  after  he  was  Bifhop,  on  the  text,  "  O  Daniel, 
a  man  greatly  beloved"-^  are  marked  by  an  unconfcious 

*   Evelyn's  Diary,   8vo.  vol.  ii.   p.  437. 

f  A  SERMON  preached  at  Whitehall  in  the  year  1685,  Daniel  x.  n. 
Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  57. 
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analogy  to  his  own  court-life.  He  there  defcribes  the 
Prophet,  whofe  character  he  is  holding  up  to  view,  as 
an  afcetic  and  a  faint,  though  living  in  the  royal 
palace  ;  never  wilfully  offending,  yet  bold  and  intrepid, 
exercifing  abftinence,  prayer,  and  alms-deeds : — 

"  He  was  a  courtier  and  favourite,  and  minifter  in  three 
feveral  monarchies  ;  one  that  kept  his  ftation  in  the  greateft 
revolutions,  under  all  the  difadvantages  imaginable ;  enjoying 
the  higheft  favour  and  honour,  yet  innocent  and  untainted, 
ftill  keeping  his  virgin  love  for  God,  his  greatly  Beloved,  re- 
tiring into  his  own  chamber  three  times  a  day  for  folemn 
prayer,  as  into  his  oratory ;  and  when  his  prayers  were  heard, 
afcribing  all  to  God,  and  nothing  to  himfelf,  and  blefling  the 
God  of  Heaven." 

The  Princefs  had  two  Chaplains;  the  principal  one 
was  "Almoner  and  Chaplain  to  her  own  perfon,  who 
properly  reprefented  the  Church  of  England  in  Hol- 
land, and  regulated  all  things  relating  to  the  Chapel 
and  worfhip  of  God."*  To  this  office  George 
Hooper  had  been  previoufly  appointed,  perhaps  on  the 
recommendation  of  Archbifhop  Sancroft.  No  one 
could  be  better  qualified  for  the  truft ;  he  remained  a 
year  and  a  half,  and  it  was  not  without  great  reluctance 
that  Mary  parted  with  him.  But  he  became  very 
tired  of  his  poft,  though  he  ever  retained  the  higheft 
refpect  for  the  Princefs,  and  received  many  proofs  of 
her  perfonal  regard,  after  her  acceflion  to  the  Englim 
throne.  On  coming  away,  he  may  have  recommended 
his  friend  Ken  as  his  fucceflbr ; — or  Sancroft  might 
have  been  the  channel  of  recommendation ; — or  pof- 

*  MS.  Memoir  of  Hooper,  by  Mrs.  Prowfe. 
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fibly  Lord  Maynard,  who  was  Comptroller  of  the 
King's  houfehold.  *  Be  this  as  it  may,  Ken  could  not 
refufe  the  appointment,  as  the  King's  wifh  was  equal 
to  a  command :  otherwife  the  incivilities  that  Hooper 
had  experienced  from  the  Prince  of  Orange  would 
have  deterred  him  from  hazarding  a  like  treatment. 

William,  though  a  hero  in  the  field,  was  not  an 
amiable  matter :  his  conduct  to  Hooper  was  unworthy 
of  a  Prince;  and  Ken  fared  but  little  better  at  his 
hands.  It  was  fortunate  for  Dr.  Hooper  that  he  had 
an  independent  income  ;  for — 

"  All  the  time  he  was  in  Holland  he  was  never  offered  any 
money.  The  other  Chaplain  was  a  worthy  man,  but  not  fo 
well  provided  with  fubfiftence  in  England,  and  not  doubting 
but  he  mould  have  a  handfome  ftipend  for  his  attendance,  he 
ran  fo  far  in  debt  that  he  was  fo  unhappy  as  to  die  under  con- 
finement by  a  broken  heart,  never  being  able  to  get  one 
milling  of  the  Prince.  But  the  night  before  Dr.  Hooper  was 
to  embark,  when  he  left  Holland,  Mr.  Bentinck,  afterwards 
Lord  Portland,  fent  a  fervant  to  him  with  a  bag,  in  which  the 
fervant  told  him  there  was  yo/.,  and  an  excufe  for  its  being 
fent  no  fooner.  This  was  all  Dr.  Hooper  had  for  a  year  and 
a  half's  attendance  ;  a  fpecimen  of  Dutch  generofity,  of  which 
I  could  give  more  inftances."  f 

"  The  Doctor  found  that  fome  books  had  been  put  into 

*  Or  it  might  have  been  through  the  influence  of  Bifhop  Morley  that 
both  Hooper  and  Ken  were  fucceffively  appointed ;  for  both  were  his 
own  Chaplains,  and  Morley  had  been  intimate  with  the  Duchefs  of 
York,  mother  of  the  Princefs  of  Orange  :  Burnet  fays,  "  me  had  been 
bred  to  great  ftriftnefs  in  religion,  and  pra&ifed  fecret  confeffion. 
Morley  told  me  he  was  her  confefTor.  She  began  at  twelve  years  old, 
and  continued  under  his  direction,  till,  upon  her  father's  [Lord  Claren- 
don's] difgrace,  he  was  put  from  Court."  Burnet's  Hift.  of  His  own 
Time,  edit.  1839,  p.  115. 

-f-  MS.  Memoir  of  Hooper,  by  Mrs.  Prowfe. 
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the  Princefs's  hands  (who  was  a  great  reader)  to  incline  her 
to  a  more  favourable  opinion  of  the  DifTenters,  than  was  con- 
fiftent  with  that  regard  which  a  perfon  fo  near  the  throne 
ought  to  have  for  the  prefervation  of  the  Church  of  England  : 
which  made  him  take  all  opportunities  to  recommend  her  to 
fuch  books  as  would  give  her  the  cleareft  notions  of  Church 
Communion  and  Government,  and  the  great  obligations  to 
fubmit  to  them.  The  Prince  coming  one  day  into  her 
apartment,  happened  to  find  Eufebius's  Church  Hiftory,  and 
Hooker's  Ecclefiaftical  Polity  lying  before  her  Highnefs,  and 
{he  reading  in  one  of  them,  when  he,  with  great  commotion 
and  eagernefs,  faid,  c  What,  I  fuppofe  Dr.  Hooper  perfuades 
you  to  read  thefe  books.'  "* 

We  are  able  to  give,  from  the  fame  fource  which 
furnifhes  thefe  anecdotes,  one  or  two  further  charac- 
teriftics  of  the  Stadtholder,  fimply  as  bearing  on  the 
difficulties  Ken  afterwards  met  with,  when  he  acted  in 
the  fame  capacity  : — 

"  Dr.  Hooper,  when  he  came  into  Holland,  found  the 
Princefs  without  any  regular  chapel  for  Divine  Service,  and 
the  houfe  fo  fmall  as  to  afford  no  room  to  make  one,  except 
the  dining  room  in  which  ihe  dined,  for  the  Prince  and 
Princefs  never  eat  together,  as  the  States  and  their  officers 
often  were  admitted  to  his  table  ;  but  not  fit  guefts  for  her's. 
This  room  me  readily  parted  with  for  that  ufe  (and  ever 
after,  at  leaft  as  long  as  Dr.  H.  ftaid  there,  dined  in  a  fmall 
dark  parlour),  and  ordered  Dr.  H.  to  fee  the  room  fitted  up 
in  a  proper  manner  for  her  chapel ;  and  when  it  was  near 
finimed,  her  Highnefs  bid  Dr.  H.  attend  on  fuch  a  day,  when 
the  Prince  intended  to  come  and  fee  what  was  done.  Ac- 
cordingly the  Prince  came,  and  as  there  was  a  ftep  or  two  at 
the  Communion  Table,  and  another  for  the  chair  where  the 
Princefs  was  to  fit,  he  kicked  at  them  with  his  foot,  afking 

*  MS.  Memoir  of  Hooper,  by  Mrs.  Prowfe. 
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what  they  were  for,  which  being  told  in  a  proper  manner,  he 
anfwered  with  a  hum.  When  the  chapel  was  fit  for  ufe,  the 
Prince  never  came  to  it,  but  on  Sunday  evenings,  the  Princefs 
conftantly  attending  twice  a-day  ;  and  for  fear  (he  mould  ever 
make  Dr.  Hooper,  or  the  congregation,  wait  beyond  the 
appointed  time,  me  ordered  him,  when  it  was  fo,  to  come  to 
her  apartment,  and  mow  himfelf  only,  as  fhe  would  imme- 
diately come."* 

The  Prince  learned  afterwards  to  behave  himfelf 
more  reverently  before  the  Lord's  Table,  when  he 
poflefled  himfelf  of  the  palace  at  Whitehall.  It  was 
fome  reproach  to  him  that  he  mould  take  umbrage 
at  the  Princefs  for  ftudying  the  polity  of  her  own 
Church ;  but  it  was  ftill  more  intolerant  to  treat  with 
difrefpect  and  contempt  the  ceremonies  and  ufages  of 
the  communion  into  which  me  was  baptized.  It  is 
creditable  to  his  judgment  and  to  his  candour,  that 
afterwards,  when  he  had  better  opportunities  to  inform 
himfelf  of  the  real  principles  and  ritual  of  the  Church 
of  England,  he  cordially  adopted  them. 

"  One  day  the  Prince  was  talking  with  Dr.  Hooper  about 
the  great  diftra&ions  then  in  England  at  the  time  of  the  Popifh 
Plot,  and  the  great  indulgence  intended  to  be  mown  to  the 
DifTenters.  But  the  Doctor  not  expreffing  himfelf  fo  favour- 
able to  thofe  meafures  as  he  liked  or  expected,  the  Prince  faid 
to  him,  c  Well,  Dr.  Hooper,  you  will  never  be  a  bifhop.' 
For  although  the  Doctor  a£ted  with  great  prudence  and 
decorum  in  the  difficult  ftation  he  was  in,  fo  as  to  give  the 
Prince  no  juft  occafion  of  offence,  yet  he  would  never  yield 
by  undue  compliance,  where  the  Church  of  England,  or  any 
thing  belonging  to  it,  was  concerned,  which  made  the  Prince 
once  fay  to  one  that  was  in  his  confidence,  if  ever  he  had  any 

*  MS.  Memoir  of  Hooper,  by  Mrs.  Prowfe. 
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thing  to  do  with  England,  Dr.  Hooper  ftiould  be  Dr.  Hooper 
ftill."* 

The  Prince  little  thought  that  the  chaplain  would 
furvive  him  many  years,  be  confecrated  a  Bifhop,  and 
decline  the  offer  made  to  him  of  an  archbimopric. 

The  firft  notices  we  have  of  Ken  in  his  new  employ- 
ment at  the  Hague,  appear  in  the  Diary  of  the  Hon. 
Henry  Sidney,  the  Englifh  envoy  to  the  Court  of  the 
Stadtholder, — 

"  December  14,  1679.  I  was  at  Church,  and  heard  Mr. 
Ken  preach." 

"  December  25,  1679.  There  dined  with  me  Mr.  Ken  and 
Mr.  Bowyer."f 

Ken's  duty  at  the  Hague  "  was  to  regulate  the  per- 
formance of  Divine  Service  in  the  Princefs's  chapel, 
according  to  the  ufage  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land." Hawkins  fays,  f '  in  this  poft,  his  moft  prudent 
behaviour,  and  ftricT:  piety,  gained  him  entire  credit  and 
high  efteem  with  the  Princefs,  whom  to  his  death  he 
diftinguimed  by  the  title  of  his  Miftrefs."J  But  he 
met  with  nothing  in  the  difpofition  of  the  Prince 
kindred  to  his  own.  He  himfelf  was  "lively  and 
cheerful  in  his  temper,  difpofed  to  be  facetious  and 
entertaining,"  §  a  character  quite  in  harmony  with  that 
of  an  earneft  Chriftian.  William  was  of  an  unfympa- 
thizing  nature,  referved,  morofe,  bold  in  war  and  the 
chafe,  nurtured  amid  the  turbulence  and  confufion  of 


*   MS.  Memoir  of  Hooper,  by  Mrs.  Prowfe. 

-f-  Diary  of  the  Times  of  Charles  II.,  by  the  Honourable  Henry 
Sidney  (afterwards  Earl  of  Romney),  edited,  with  notes,  by  R.  W.  Blen- 
cowe,  Efq.,  M.A.,  1843,  vol.  i.  pp.  201  and  211. 

J  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  7.  §  Ibid.  p.  5 
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political  ftrife,  which  makes  men  harm  and  felfifh. 
Moreover,  Ken  foon  perceived  that  the  young  Princefs 
was  treated  with  undeferved  coldnefs  and  neglect,  fo 
much  fo,  that  he  and  others  attributed  her  declining 
health  to  this  unkind  ufage.  Dr.  Lake  records,  that 
even  before  they  had  failed  for  Holland,  fymptoms  of 
William's  phlegmatic  temper  had  difplayed  them- 
felves ; — "  the  Court  began  to  wifper  the  Prince's 
fullennefs  or  clownifhnefs,  that  he  took  no  notice  of 
his  PrincefTe  at  the  playe  and  balle,  nor  came  to  fee 
her  at  St.  James's  the  day  preceding  that  defign'd 
for  their  departure."* 

Dr.  Covel,  who  fucceeded  Ken  in  the  chaplaincy 
at  the  Hague,  exprefles,  at  a  diftance  of  five  years,  a 
worfe  opinion  of  William's  conduct ;  for  in  a  letter  to 
Skelton  he  declares  that  "  the  Princefs's  heart  is  ready 
to  break,  and  yet  me  every  day,  with  Mrs.  Jeflbn  and 
Madame  Zulyftein,  counterfeits  the  greateft  joy,  and 
looks  upon  us  as  dogged  as  may  be.  We  dare  no 
more  fpeak  to  her  :  the  Prince  hath  infallibly  made 
her  a  flave,  and  there's  an  end  of  it.  None  but 
***#  {-perduttores)  and  ****  (lenones]  muft  expect  any 
tolerable  ufage  here."  j* 

Ken,  with  his  ufual  faithfulnefs  and  intrepidity, 
determined  to  remonftrate  with  the  Prince.  Henry 
Sidney  fays  in  his  Diary, — 

"  March  31,  1680.    Dr.  Ken  was  with  me.     I  find  he  is 


*  Diary  of  Dr.  Edward  Lake,  p.  9,  printed  in  the  Camdeii  Mifcel- 
lany,  410.  1847. 

•j-  Rochefter  Correfpondence,  vol.  i.  p.  165,  cited  in  a  note  by  Mr. 
Blencowe,  editor  of  the  "  Diary  of  the  Times  of  Charles  II.,"  vol.  ii. 
p.  254. 
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horribly  unfatisfied  with  the  Prince,  and  thinks  that  he  is  not 
kind  to  his  wife  ;  he  refolved  to  fpeak  with  him,  though  he 
kicks  him  out  of  doors."* 

And  again  a  few  days  afterwards, — 

"  April  ii.  Sir  Gabriel  Sylvius  and  Dr.  Ken  were  with 
me,  and  both  complain  of  the  Prince,  efpecially  of  his  ufage 
to  his  wife ;  they  think  fhe  is  fenfible  of  it,  which  doth  con- 
tribute to  her  illnefs ;  they  are  mightily  for  her  going  into 
England,  but  they  think  he  will  never  give  his  confent."f 

We  are  not  told  how  he  fared  with  the  Prince  in 
this  delicate  undertaking  ;  but  painful  truths,  brought 
home  to  the  confciences  of  thofe  accuftomed  to  com- 
mand, irritate  rather  than  perfuade.  It  may  be 
inferred  from  the  fequel  that  he  proved  an  unwelcome 
monitor :  for  a  circumftance  foon  after  occurred  in 
the  Court  of  the  Stadtholder,  which  brought  upon 
Ken  the  full  weight  of  his  difpleafure. 

Count  Zuleftein,  under  a  promife  of  marriage,  had 
gained  the  heart  and  confidence  of  the  beautiful  Jane 
Wroth,  maid  of  honour  to  the  Princefs :  it  is  faid 
that  me  had  trufted  him  too  far ;  but  from  a  fear  of 
offending  William,  or  from  fome  other  caufe,  he 
hefitated  to  fulfil  his  pledge.  Ken,  however,  was 
once  more  content  to  brave  the  frowns  of  the  Prince, 
if  he  could  reftore  peace  to  a  wounded  fpirit.  His 
fympathy  was  called  forth  on  her  behalf:  fhe  was  a 
countrywoman;  and  could  rank  among  her  maternal 
anceftors  the  heroic  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  that  cc  fhort- 
lived  ornament  of  his  noble  family,  and  the  Marcellus 

*  Diary  of  the  Times  of  Charles  II.,  by  the  Honourable  Henry 
Sidney,  vol.  ii.  p.  19. 
•f-   Ibid.  p.  19. 
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of  the  Englifh  nation."  But  me  had  a  ftill  ftronger 
title  to  his  protection ;  for,  as  I  have  already  faid,  fhe 
was  niece  to  Lord  Maynard, — her  mother  being  his 
Lordfhip's  own  fitter :  probably  Ken  had  often  feen 
them  both  at  Little  Eafton.  However  this  may  be, 
he  fo  flrenuoufly  urged  her  claims  to  the  fulleft  repa- 
ration, that  Zuleflein  yielded  to  a  fenfe  of  honour 
and  juftice,  and  made  all  the  reflitution  in  his  power 
by  an  honourable  marriage.  * 

William  was  abfent  at  Amfterdam  f  when  this  affair 
took  place,  and  on  his  return  to  the  Hague  exprefTed 
the  greateft  indignation  againft  Ken.  Hawkins  fays, 
"  he  was  fo  exafperated,  that  he  very  warmly  threat- 
ened to  turn  him  from  his  fervice."J  The  Chaplain 
was  far  from  feeling  any  regret  at  the  profpect  of 
returning  to  England;  he  would  perhaps  rejoice  at 
the  thought,  notwithstanding  his  refpect  for  the 
Princefs.  We  have  feen  William's  difregard  and 
even  contempt  for  the  reverential  obfervances  of  the 
Englifh  Church ;  and  his  unfaithfulnefs  to  Mary 
could  not  have  efcaped  Ken's  obfervation.  Inftead, 
therefore,  of  deprecating  his  anger,  he  "  refented  his 
threats,  and  begging  leave  of  the  Princefs,  warn'd 
himfelf  from  the  fervice."  But  he  flood  fo  high  in 
the  efteem  of  all  men  that  the  Prince  was  unwilling  to 
incur  the  obloquy  of  difmifling  him,  efpecially  for  a 
generous  and  humane  act  which  could  not  but  be 


*  He  was  afterwards  created  Earl  of  Rochford,  and  the  title  defcended 
to  their  eldeft  fon.  Collins's  Peerage,  vol.  iv.  p.  162. 

•f  Henry  Sidney's  Diary,  vol.  ii.  p.  162.  "28th  January,  1680. 
The  Prince  went  to  Amfterdam.  Monfieur  Zuleftein  was  married." 

\  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  7. 
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applauded  in  England.  William  looked  forward  to 
reap  great  advantages  from  the  Duke  of  York's  ex- 
clufion  from  the  Englifh  throne,  as  a  Popim  recufant, 
for  which  a  bill  had  already  been  introduced  into  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  Being  anxious  to  conciliate  the 
favour  of  all  parties,  he  determined  to  control  his 
feelings;  and  therefore  "entreated"  Ken,  who  had 
retired  from  the  Court,  to  return  "  to  his  former 
poft  and  refpect."  The  Chaplain  was  not  difficult  to 
appeafe ;  "  he  confented  to  continue  for  one  year 
longer  (during  which  time  he  was  taken,  at  leaft,  into 
a  Jhow  of  great  familiarity),  and  when  that  year 
expired,  he  returned  for  England.'"* 

It  appears  that  about  this  time  a  propofal  had  been 
made  to  him  by  the  learned  Dr.  Lloyd,  f  and  after- 


*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  8.  His  whole  conduft  towards  the 
Prince  feems  to  have  been  untainted  by  any  fecular  or  fa&ious  motives ; 
for  on  one  occafion  we  find  him  voluntarily  paying  a  vifit  to  Henry 
Sidney,  who  flood  high  in  the  affeftion  and  confidence  of  William,  and 
"  telling  him  what  enemies  the  Prince  had  in  England  :"  this  mows 
that  he  ftriftly  fulfilled  every  duty  towards  him,  no  lefs  than  towards 
his  miftrefs  the  Princefs.  Burnet  did  not  pafs  by  this  occafion  of  depre- 
ciating Ken's  charafter  :  he  fays,  "  he  was  fent  back  on  fome  difguft 
the  Prince  took  to  him."  But  we  fee  by  the  letters  which  immediately 
follow,  that  he  was  afterwards  "  in  as  much  favour  with  the  Prince, 
and  as  obligingly  treated  by  all,  as  he  could  dejire  $"  and  that  he  was 
ready  to  do  full  juftice  to  the  zeal  of  the  Prince  for  the  Proteftant 
religion,  acknowledging  "  the  great  mercy  of  God  in  railing  up,  at 
this  time,  fo  powerful  and  refolute  a  patron  of  the  Reformed  Church." 
We  mail  find  in  every  tranfaftion  of  his  life  the  fame  candid,  yet 
uncompromifing  judgment  of  men  and  things.  If  his  moft  intimate 
friends  fwerved  from  what  he  confidered  the  path  of  reftitude,  or  erred 
from  truth,  he  found  no  difficulty  as  to  his  own  line  of  duty.  He 
efteemed  and  judged  men  by  their  aftions,  reproving  or  applauding 
with  equal  boldnefs  and  impartiality. 

f  William  Lloyd,  fhortly  after  made  Bifhop  of  St.  Afaph,  and  fuc- 
ceflively  tranflated  to  Worcefter  and  Lichfield.  He  was  one  of  the 
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wards  by  Dr.  Compton,  Bifhop  of  London,*  to 
endeavour  to  bring  over  fome  of  the  Dutch  clergy  to 
a  conformity  with  the  Anglican  Church.  Ken  took  a 
thorough  furvey  of  the  refults  likely  to  flow  from  fuch 
an  experiment,  and  exprefTed  doubts  of  its  fuccefs 
in  the  following  judicious  letter  to  Compton : — • 

"  Dieren,  Aug.  19%  1680. 
"  My  very  Good  Lord, 

"  How  it  came  to  pafle  I  know  not,  but  I  receiv'd  not 
your  Lordfhippes  letter,  till  about  ten  dayes  fince,  when  wee 
lay  at  Soefdyke,  in  or  PafTage  to  Dieren ;  &  knowing  Mr< 
Sidney  would  meet  us  heere,  I  referred  my  anfwer  to  be  fent 
in  his  pacquett,  wch  I  knew  to  be  ye  moft  fecure  way.  As  to 
your  Lordfhippes  propofall,  it  is  in  a  manner  ye  fame  y*  Dr" 
Lloyd  fent  me  not  long  before  ;  &  I  looking  on  it  as  an  effect 
of  his  owne  private  zeale,  did  freely  tell  him  my  thoughts, 
but  not  fo  fully  as  I  could  have  done  had  I  been  to  have 
difcourft  with  him.  But  to  give  your  Lordfhipp  a  more 
perfect  account,  though  it  is  extreamely  fitt  to  have  ye  con- 
current fentiments  of  their  profeflburs,  yett  I  cannot  appre- 
hend ye  judgments  of  ye  generality  of  thofe  Dutch  divines, 
with  whome  I  have  converft,  to  be  worth  ye  afking,  or  very 
creditable  to  urge,  mould  they  give  it  for  us,  they  for  y°  moft 
part  rather  defpifmg  then  ftudying  Ecclefiafticall  antiquity ;  & 
ye  clafficall  authours  wch  many  of  them  read  with  moft  defe- 
rence are  or  Englifh  Non-conformifts  ;  fo  y'  if  ye  factious  party 
mould  countermine  us  in  this  particular,  I  am  perfwaded  y* 
more  of  or  Divines  here  would  be  for  them  whom  they  call 
their  Brethren  &  efteeme  as  ye  great  Doctours  of  ye  Reformed 
Church,  then  for  us  whom  they  cenfure  for  at  leaft  halfe 


Seven  Bimops  fent  to  the  Tower  by  James  II.  ;  but  readily  acquiefced 
in  the  oaths  to  William  III. 

*  Henry  Compton,  a  great  promoter  of  the  Revolution,  and  called 
"  The  Proteftant  Bimop." 
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papifts.  Befides  I  know  fome  of  them  fo  well,  y'  I  dare  fay, 
fhould  they  give  their  hands  for  us,  they  would  hardly  thinke 
any  preferment  under  a  Deanery  could  reward  their  fervice. 
But  y*  wch  moft  fwayes  with  me,  &  woh  I  moft  humbly  offer 
to  your  Lordfhippe,  is  this,  y*  mould  I  defire  their  approba- 
tion of  or  communion,  I  forefee  y*  ye  next  thing  they  will 
expe6t  from  us  will  be  or  fubfcription  to  ye  validity  of  their 
orders,  and  as  a  further  confirmation  demand  y*  ye  PrincefTe 
may  come  to  their  facrament,  wch  hitherto  me  has  never  done, 
&  if  ever  me  does  doe  it,  farewell  all  Comon-prayer  here  for 
the  future.  And  I  have  reafon  to  feare  this,  becaufe  ye 
refentment  they  have  at  our  reordaining  them  flicks  in  their 
ftomach  ;  &  it  has  been  urgd  to  me  by  them,  &  I  have  at 
prefent  fo  far  laid  ye  controverfy  afleepe  &  fatisfyd  them,  y' 
I  would  be  loath  it  mould  ftart  up  againe ;  for  if  it  does,  I 
I  muft  either  defert  ye  Church  or  be  fo  far  deferted  here  y*  I 
muft  leave  ye  place,  and  how  far  this  is  reafonable  wch  I  fay, 
Dr.  Hooper,  who  undefervedly  fellt  ye  effect  of  fomething  like 
it,  can  beft  informe  your  Lordfhippe.  /  am  at  prefent  in  as 
much  favour  with  ye  Prince^  £3°  am  as  obligingly  treated  by 
MT'  Benting  &  all  here^  as  I  can  defire^  &  therefore  if  I  am 
fcrupulous  quieta  movere^  I  hope  your  Lordfhippe  will  pardon 
me.  But  if  your  Lordfhippe  thinke  it  abfolutely  necefTary,  I 
will  entirely  fubmitt  to  your  judgment,  &  mail  a<5l  as  your 
Lordfhippe  directs  me  at  my  returne  to  ye  Hague,  wch  will  be 
about  ye  beginning  of  ye  next  moneth,  for  at  this  diftance  I 
am  able  to  doe  nothing ;  but  I  requeft  of  your  Lordfhippe  to 
fend  me  your  comands  in  Mr-  Sidney's  pacquett. 
"  My  Honoured  Good  Lord, 

"  Your  Lordfhippes  moft  humble  &  moft 
obedient  Servant, 

«THO.  KEN."* 

While  he  thus  carefully  guarded  the  principles  and 

*   Rawlinfon  MSS.  in  the  Bodleian,  0.983.  fol.  53. 
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ftedfaftnefs  of  the  Princefs,  he  was  not  lefs  zealous  in 
bringing  others  within  the  pale  of  the  Englim  Church, 
and  was  amply  rewarded  by  an  event  which  cheered 
the  clofe  of  his  duties  at  the  Hague.  It  is  probable 
there  were  feveral  inftances  of  conversion ;  but  one, — • 
of  Colonel  Fitzpatrick  from  the  Church  of  Rome, — 
was  deemed  of  fufficient  importance  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  Archbimop  Bancroft,  and  alfo  to  the  Bifhop 
of  London.  Henry  Sidney  thus  mentions  the  cir- 
cumftance  in  his  Diary  : — 

"  Auguft  23,  1680.  I  came  to  the  Hague.  Colonel  Fitz- 
patrick dined  with  me :  he  told  me  of  his  defign  of  being  a 
Proteftant. 

"  Auguft  28,  1680.  I  told  the  Prince  of  Fitzpatrick  j  he 
is  glad  of  it. 

"  Auguft  31, 1680.  There  was  a  meeting  between  Colonel 
Fitzpatrick  and  Dr.  Ken." 

In  a  letter  of  the  fame  date  from  Henry  Sidney  to 
Sir  Leoline  Jenkins,  he  fays  :— 

"  Colonel  Fitzpatrick  having  for  thefe  fix  months  began  to 
confider  that  he  was  not  in  the  right  religion,  and  having  read 
many  books,  and  ufed  all  the  means  to  be  inftrudled  in  the 
right,  is  at  laft  convinced  that  the  Proteftant  religion  is  the 
true  religion ;  and  this  day  in  my  chamber  he  made  a  de- 
claration of  it  to  Dr.  Ken,  the  Princefs  of  Orange's 
Chaplain."* 

Ken  communicated  the  event  to  Sancroft  in  this 
unpretending  letter : — 

"  For  His  Grace  the  Archbimop  of  Canterbury. 
"  My  very  Good  Lord, 
"  I  fhould  not  dare  to  make  this  invasion  on  Your  Grace, 

*  Henry  Sidney's  Diary,  vol.  ii.  pp.  96,  97. 
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but  that  my  duty  enforces  me,  and  the  ambition  I  have  to 
fend  newes,  which  I  know  will  be  extremely  wellcome  to  your 
Grace,  and  the  rather  becaufe  it  is  of  a  convert  to  our 
Church,  and  of  a  convert,  who  is  no  lefle  a  perfone  than 
Collonell  Fitz  Patrick ;  who  upon  a  deliberate  enquiry  is  fo 
fully  fatisfy'd  with  our  Church,  that  he  comunicates  with  us 
next  Lord's  day  in  the  Princefs's  Chapell.  'Tis  not  to  be 
imagined  how  much  both  their  Highnefles  are  pleafed  with 
the  Colonel's  happy  refolution,  and  the  Prince  comanded  me 
to  give  my  Lord  of  London  a  particular  account  of  //,  which  I 
have  done.  On  Mooneday  his  Highnefs  goes  for  Germany ; 
the  pretence  is  hunting ;  but  the  chiefe  thing  which  he  pro- 
pofes  to  himfelf,  wee  underftand,  is  to  difcourfe  the  Germane 
Princes  about  the  prefent  pofture  of  Europe,  and  to  take 
acurate  meafures  to  expofe  the  comon  enemy. 

"  I  moft  earneftly  begge  your  Grace's  benediction. 
"  My  Good  Lord, 

"  Your  Grace's  moft  obedient  and  moft 
humble  fervant, 

"THO.  KEN.* 
"Hague,  Sept.  i3th,  1680." 

The  following  is  the  letter  he  refers  to,  as  addreffed 
by  himfelf  to  the  Bifhop  of  London  : — 

"  My  very  good  Lord, 

"  I  need  make  no  apollogy  for  this  prefent  addrefle,  in 
regard  it  brings  the  moft  acceptable  newes  of  a  convert  to 
our  Church,  and  that  of  no  lefle  a  one  then  Collonell 
Fitz  Patrick.  I  eafily  guefle  that  your  Lordmippe  will  feele 
a  very  agreable  furprife  at  that  name,  and  will  not  be  a  little 
curious  to  know  what  were  the  confiderations  which  pre- 


*  Profe  Works  of  Bifhop  Ken,  by  the  Rev.  James  Thomas  Round, 
B.D.,  8vo,  1838,  p.  38.  A  moft  interefting  and  valuable  work,  to 
which  every  biographer  of  Ken  muft  acknowledge  his  very  great  obliga- 
tions. It  is  earneftly  to  be  wifhed  that  Mr.  Round  would  be  induced  to 
publim  another  edition 
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valid  with  a  perfon  of  fo  great  eftate,  intereft,  and  under- 
ftanding,  to  make  this  happy  change  j  and  I  can  with  the 
more  confidence  give  your  Lordfhippe  an  account  of  it,  being 
as  well  aflured  my  felfe,  as  any  one  can  be  of  another's 
inward  fentiments,  that  the  whole  conduct  of  this  action  has 
nothing  in  it  but  what  was  moft  worthy  of  a  man  of  honour 
and  of  a  good  Chriftian.  The  firft  prejudice  he  entertaind 
againft  the  Romanifts  was  that  peremptory  fentence  of  dam- 
nation which  they  pasft  on  all  them  who  diflented  from 
their  communion,  and  the  Coll.  had  too  much  judgment  and 
candour  not  to  obferve  and  owne  that  many  Proteftants  did 
lead  very  holy  and  exemplary  lives,  and  he  could  not  believe 
that  it  was  confident  with  the  infinite  goodnefTe  of  God  to 
damne  any  perfons  of  fo  unreproacheable  and  primitive  a 
piety.  The  next  thing  that  fhockt  the  Coll.  was  the  Triden- 
tine  doctrine  of  the  Prieftly  intention  ;  *  and  the  ill  confequence 
of  that  he  did  the  more  lively  apprehend,  by  calling  to  mind, 
that  when  he  himfelfe  was  in  Spaine,  there  was  a  Roman 
Prieft  who  was  convicted  of  having  been  allwayes  a  Jew, 
and  had  taken  the  Priefthood  onely  for  a  difguife ;  and  what 
intention  that  Jew  could  have,  when  either  he  baptifd,  or 
abfblvd,  or  confecrated,  he  could  not  comprehend,  unlefie  it 
were  to  expofe  and  invalidate  all  the  meanes  of  our  falvation. 
Another  difficulty  which  the  Coll.  could  by  no  meanes 
digeft  was  the  doctrine  of  Tranfubftantiation,  to  believe 


*  See  the  "  Difcourfe  of  the  Bifhop  of  Minor!  about  the  intention  or 
the  Minifter,"  in  Brent's  Translation  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Council  of 
Trent  (ed.  1640),  pp.  240,  242.  Also  Canon  xi.,  in  Sefs.  VII.  of"  the 
Council  of  Trent :  "  Si  quis  dixerit,  in  mini/iris,  dum  facramenta,  con- 
fidant et  conferunt,  non  requiri  intentionem  faltan  faciendi,  quod  facit 
Ecclejia, — anathema  fit."  Confult  alfo  Foye's  Romifh  Rites,  &c., 
and  ed.,  pp.  187,  191 :  and  Allix's  Hiftorical  Difcourfe  concerning  the 
neceffity  of  the  Minifter's  intention  in  adminiftering  the  Sacraments,  in 
Bifhop  Gibfon's  Prefervative  againft  Popery,  ed. 1848-9,  vol.  viii.  p.i68. 
Jeremy  Taylor  alludes  to  "  the  dangerous  do£lrine  of  the  neceffity  of 
the  Prieft's  intention  in  collating  Sacraments,  by  which  device  they 
have  put  it  into  the  power  of  the  Priefts  to  damn  whom  he  pleafe  of  his 
parim."  Difluafive  from  Popery,  Part  I.  ch.  i.  §  n. 


172  Life  0/~  Thomas  Ken,         [1680 

which  he  was  to  difbelieve  all  his  five  fenfes  together.  To 
this  may  be  added  fome  judicious  reflections,  which  the  Coll. 
himfelfe  made,  in  his  reading  hiftory,  on  the  frequent  and 
notorious  diforders  in  the  Papacy,  and  in  fome  of  the 
Wefterne  Councills,  which  gave  him  but  little  hopes  of 
finding  Infallibility  there. 

"  Thefe  are  fome  of  thofe  juft  exceptions  which  firft  began 
to  loofen  the  Coll.  in  the  Romifh  Communion,  and  having 
about  eight  moneths  fince  retird  to  the  Hague,  he  had  leafure 
to  make  a  more  accurate  enquiry  into  this  religion  then 
formerly  he  had  done.  To  this  purpofe  he  converft  with 
fome  divines  of  that  Church,  though  but  with  little  satisfac- 
tion ;  nay,  fo  far  was  he  from  it,  that  for  owning  his  doubts 
to  his  confeflbur  he  was  denyd  abfolution.  Then  he  procurd 
fome  choice  authours,  and  ftudy'd  them,  with  more  then 
ordinary  application  of  mind.  To  reading  he  joynd  frequent 
fafting,  and  prayr,  and  almes,  as  became  an  humble  and 
earneft  fuppliant  for  the  Divine  guidance,  which  God  has 
now  gratioufly  vouchfaft  him ;  infomuch,  that  being  fully 
satisfyd  that  the  Church  of  England  has  a  jufter  claime  to 
all  the  advantages  of  having  trueth  than  that  of  Rome,  he 
intends  next  Lords  day  to  receive  the  holy  Sacrament  in  the 
PrincefTes  Chappell,  to  the  unfpeakable  joy  of  her  royall 
HighnefTe,  who  on  all  occafions  gives  demonstrations  of  her 
great  and  zealous  concerne  for  the  Proteftant  Religion. 

"  The  converfion  of  fo  eminent  a  perfon  wee  here  cannot 
but  hope  will  open  the  eyes  of  feverall  of  our  gentry,  who  are 
of  the  Romifh  perfuafion,  to  looke  beyond  the  prejudices  of 
their  education,  and  not  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  fcar'd  from 
an  impartiall  fearch  after  Catholick  Truth,  which  of  all 
things  in  the  world  moft  highly  imports  them,  and  for  which 
they  muft  alwayes  live  martyres  in  refolution.  Should  any 
well  meaning  perfons  but  follow  fo  good  an  example,  I  ques- 
tion not  but  they  would  be  blesft  with  the  like  fuccefle,  and 
be  enabled  by  God's  gratious  affiftance  to  renounce  all 
worldly  confiderations,  which  ufually  impofe  on  our  judg- 
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ments,  and  this  I  am  verily  perfwaded  the  Coll.  did,  as  all 
intelligent  and  unbyasft  perfons  will  confefie.  For  there  are 
undeniable  evidences  here,  and  tis  not  unknown  to  your 
Lordfhippe,  of  how  great  importance  the  Coll.  has  been  ever 
efteemd,  and  how  much  courted  in  the  Romifh  Communion, 
booth  at  home  and  abroad,  of  how  plentifull  eftate  he  is 
mafter,  and  how  much  booth  his  eftate  and  perfon  are  at  this 
prefent  out  of  danger ;  adde  to  this,  the  difgufts  and  lofle  of 
many  of  his  old  friends,  from  whome  it  is  an  affliction  to  good 
nature  to  dilTent,  the  malice  and  cenfures,  and  jealoufys  of  his 
enemies,  all  which  sufficiently  evince  that  he  cannot  propofe 
to  himfelfe  to  fitt  more  fafe,  or  more  at  eafe,  or  to  grow 
richer  or  greater,  or  in  any  the  leaft  temporall  refpecl:  to 
better  his  condition  by  his  change,  and  can  have  no  motive 
to  fway  him  but  his  irrefiftible  conviction  of  confcience,  [and] 
his  paflionate  defires  to  take  the  beft  way  to  make  fure  of 
his  title  to  heaven. 

"  I  muft  now  be  fo  juft  to  the  Right  Honourable  Mr. 
Sidney,  his  Majefty's  envoye  here,  as  to  acquaint  your  Lord- 
fhippe that  the  Coll.,  during  his  follicitious  enquiry  after  the 
way  of  truth,  did  often  eafe  his  mind  to  him,  from  whome 
he  receivd  all  that  encouragement  which  fo  fmcere  and  gene- 
rous a  friend,  and  fo  knowing  and  firme  a  Proteftant  could 
fuggeft. 

"  More  then  this,  he  tooke  occafion  to  difcover  his 
thoughts  to  the  Prince  of  Aurange,  who  offerd  fome  weighty 
reafons  of  his  owne  to  confirme  him,  and  was  infinitely 
affedled  with  the  Coll.  good  intentions  ;  and  when  his  High- 
nefTe  was  afterwards  pleafd  to  relate  to  me  what  pasft 
betweene  them,  he  fpake  of  it  with  a  very  particular  and 
vifible  fatisfa&ion,  and  then  commanded  me  to  wait  on  him, 
who  I  found  had  fo  fully  confiderd  and  fo  judicioufly  argued 
all  things  with  himfelfe,  that  there  was  little  need  for  me  to 
interpofe.  I  cannot  omitt  to  lett  your  Lordfhippe  know,  that 
in  that  fhort  difcourfe  his  Highnefle  made  to  me  on  this 
fubje6t,  he  expresft  fo  great  a  zeal  for  the  Proteftant  Reli- 
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gion,  that  I  could  not  but  acknowledge  the  great  mercy  of 
God,  in  raifing  up,  at  this  time,  fo  powerfull  and  refolute  a 
Patron  of  the  reformed  Church. 

11 1  am  fenlible  how  much  I  have  exceeded  the  bounds  of 
a  letter,  but  the  occafion  will  juftify  me,  and  that  duty  which 
I  am  obliged  to  pay,  who  am, 
"  My  Good  Lord, 

"  Your  Lordfhippes  moft  humble 

and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

[THO.  KEN.*] 

"  Hounflerdyke,  Sept.  i3th,  :68o." 

A  few  days  afterwards  he  writes  again  to  the 
Bimop  to  communicate  Colonel  Fitzpatrick's  actual 
converfion,  and  the  expectation  of  other  confiderable 
converts : — 

"  My  very  Good  Lord, 

"  In  my  laft,  I  gave  your  Lorfhippe  an  account  of 
Collonel  Fitz-Patrick's  refolution  to  receive  ye  Holy  Eucharift 
in  or  Chappell ;  wch  laft  Lord's  Day  he  did,  to  ye  great  fatif- 
faction  of  the  Court.  The  Prince  &  Princefle,  his  Maiefty's 
Envoye,  Mr<  Sidney,  &  Monfieure  Bentin,  &  feverall  perfons 
of  quality,  were  at  ye  Prayers  &  Sermon  ;  &  I  queftion  not 
but  you  will  find  ye  Coll.  extreamely  fatisfy'd  with  his  change, 
for  I  heare  he  goes  for  England  with  Mr-  Sidney  within  a  few 
dayes.  I  cannot  give  your  Lordfhippe  a  greater  demonftra- 

*  Rawlinfon  MSS.  in  the  Bodleian,  c.  982.  fol.  175.  This  letter  is 
among  Bifhop  Compton's  Papers,  relating  to  the  Diocefe  of  London  :  it 
is  not  (as  the  others)  an  original,  but  a  copy  in  a  handwriting  of  the 
time, — very  like  Ken's,  but  not  his  autograph.  I  am  indebted  for  the 
difcovery  of  thefe  letters  to  the  kindnefs  of  Dr.  Bandinel,  to  whom  I 
would  fain  offer  my  fmcere  thanks  for  his  affiftance  in  all  my  fearches 
among  the  treafures  of  the  Bodleian  MSS.  It  is  pleafing  to  obferve 
the  general  refpeft  which  is  entertained  for  the  character  of  the  good 
Bimop.  Dr.  Bandinel,  and  alfo  my  learned  friend,  the  Rev.  Henry 
Octavius  Coxe,  Sub-Librarian,  have  contributed  feveral  very  interefting 
contributions  to  this  biographical  fketch. 
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tion  of  y8  Coil's,  fincerity,  then  to  lett  you  know  y*  he  has 
difcourft  with  feme  of  his  Romi/h  friends  fo  effectually,  y'  wee 
are  in  hopes  of  more  converts  to  or  Church,  &  thofe  confider- 
able  ones  too.  I  am  but  juft  come  to  towne,  &  it  being 
poft-day  am  ftreitned  in  time,  wch  is  ye  reaibn  I  cannot  wait 
on  him  till  to-morrow ;  &  his  Hignefle,  who  went  yefterday 
for  Germany,  before  hee  lefft  Hounflerdyke,  commanded 
me  to  pay  a  vifitt  to  a  Lieutenant  Coll.  who,  wee  hope,  will 
fuddenly  embrace  or  comunion.  I  was  at  her  HignefTes 
Chappell  with  ye  Collonell,  but  of  this  perfon  I  hope  to  fend 
a  more  perfect  account  by  Mr-  Sidney. 
"  My  Good  Lord, 

"  Your  Lordfhippes  moft  humble  & 
moft  obedient  fervant, 

"  THO.  KEN.* 
"  Hague,  Sept.  17,  1680." 

It  would  appear  that  the  Bifhop  of  London  wrote 
to  Ken,  to  tell  him  that  Colonel  Fitzpatrick  ought 
to  have  abjured  Popery  at  the  time  of  his  being 
received  into  the  Englim  communion,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing letter  he  explains  the  reafon  of  the  omiffion  : — 

"  My  very  Good  Lord, 

"  Since  my  laft  I  waited  on  ye  Collonell,  who  on  fecond 
thoughts  told  me,  y*  what  he  firft  intimated  to  me,  concern- 
ing ye  Jew  in  Spaine,  who  had  there  Romim  orders,  he  could 
not  peremptorily  affirme  j  and  y*  on  regard  he  was  then 
young,  but  17  yeares  old,  &  tooke  but  very  little  notice  of  it, 
&  had  at  this  diftance  but  rude  notions  of  it,  &  he  was  appre- 
five  enough  y*  ye  Papifts  might  probably  pick  a  quarell  with 
it.  I  told  him  y*  though  y*  particular  fact  might  not  be  true, 
yett  fuch  things  had  often  happened,  &  were  urged  in  y8 
Councell  of  Trent,  &  the  reafon  of  ye  thing  held  notwith- 

*  Rawlinfon  MSS.  in  the  Bodleian,  c.  985.  fol.  7. 


176  Life  of  Thomas  Ken,         [1680 

{landing.  I  confefTe  I  was  forry  y*  he  did  not  advert  [to]  ye 
rectifying  this  miftake  before,  when  I  read  the  letter  over  to 
him  ;  but  if  your  Lordfhippe  has  it  flill  in  your  hands,  I  begge 
of  your  Lordfhippe  y*  my  letter  may  be  copied  out  without  y4 
paflage.  I  am  fenfible,  y*  when  ye  Coll.  was  received  into  or 
Church,  by  a  ftatute  of  Queen  Elifab.,  he  mould  have  made 
an  abjuration  of  Popery,  but  I  having  not  ye  Statute  booke 
here,  &  not  being  able  any  where  in  ye  Hague  to  procure  it, 
thought  it  prefumption  in  me  to  pen  any  forme  of  my  owne, 
&  I  could  not  expect  y"  returne  of  a  poft,  becaufe  I  did 
earneftly  perfuade  ye  Coll.  rather  to  owne  or  profeffion  here, 
than  to  deferre  it  till  his  coming  into  England,  for  ye  fake  of 
my  mafter  &  miftrefle  here. 

"  My  Good  Lord, 

"  Your  Lordfhippes  moft  humble  & 
obedient  fervant, 

"  THO.  KEN. 

"  Septr-20th'  1680. 

"  I  befeech  your  Lordfhippe,  y1  ye  paragraph  in  my  letter 
may  be  thus  altered,  if  you  judge  it  fitt : 

"  c  The  next  thing  y*  fhockt  ye  Coll.  was  ye  Roman  do&rine 
of  ye  priefts'  intention  ;  for  what  intention  thofe  priefts,  who 
have  been  convicted  of  being  Jewes,  or  Atheifts,  or  Magi- 
cians, could  have  when  either  they  baptis'd.' 

44  Mr  Sidney  goes  for  England  on  Sunday  or  Mooneday  next, 
&  ye  Coll.  I  believe  will  accompany  him  ;  &  I  am  extreamely 
glad  of  it,  becaufe  I  know  he  will  receive  great  confirmation 
from  your  Lordfhippe  and  my  Lord's  Grace. 

"  For  y6  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God,  Henerey, 
Lord  Bifhoppe  of  London,  at  London  Houfe."  * 

The  time  now  arrived  for  Ken's  happy  return  to 
England.  He  did  not,  as  Hawkins  mentions,  remain 
in  Holland  till  the  end  of  the  year :  it  is  certain  that 

*  Rawlinfon  MSS.  in  the  Bodleian,  c.  985,  fol.  8. 
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he  was  in  London,  at  the  houfe  of  his  friend  Francis 
Turner,  in  Amen  Corner,  Weftminfter,  in  October, 
1680.  No  fooner  did  he  arrive  than  the  King  rewarded 
his  fidelity  by  appointing  him  one  of  his  own  Chap- 
lains. Hawkins  and  Wood  both  fay  that  "  the  King 
did  not  mow  any  diflike  to  his  behaviour  in  Holland." 
It  was  not  probable  he  mould  do  fo ;  for  "  his  moft 
prudent  behaviour,  and  ftrict  piety,  gained  him  entire 
credit,  and  high  efteem  with  the  Princefs  Mary,"  who 
probably  recommended  him  to  the  King's  favour. 
Lord  Maynard's  influence  would  alfo  be  exercifed  in 
favour  of  the  protector  of  his  niece,  Jane  Wroth, 
now  Madame  Zuleftein. 

If  the  Prince  ftill  cherimed  any  refentment  againft 
Ken,  it  was  not  likely  to  lower  him  in  the  opinion  of 
Charles,  who  had  never  mown  any  affection  for  his 
nephew.  William  was  too  near  in  fucceflion  to  the 
crown,  and  too  much  in  favour  with  the  anti-court 
party,  not  to  be  an  object  of  jealoufy  to  the  King  and 
his  brother.  The  Princefs  Mary  was  ftill  nearer  to 
the  throne  ;  and  if  the  plan  of  excluding  the  Duke  of 
York,  as  an  avowed  Papift,  had  fucceeded,  me  would 
have  been  Regent  after  the  death  of  Charles.  This 
was  provided  for  even  by  the  "  Expedients,"*  which 
were  propofed  by  the  Court  to  the  Parliament  at  Ox- 
ford in  1 68 1,  as  a  fubftitute  for  the  Bill  of  Exclufion. 
Commirlioners  were  to  have  been  fent  to  Holland  to 
receive  the  oaths  of  herfelf  and  William, — that  they 
would  take  on  them  the  trufts  of  the  intended  Act. 


*  "  Heads  of  the  Expedients  proposed,  in  lieu  of  the  former  Bill  for 
excluding  James  Duke  of  York."    Echard's  Hift.  of  England,  p.  1006. 
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The  Commons,  however,  attempting  ftill  to  prefs  a  bill 
of  exclufion,  the  King  fuddenly  difTolved  Parliament ; 
but  the  Prince  had  long  been,  and  was  ftill  openly 
regarded  as  the  main  hope  of  the  nation  for  preferving 
the  Proteftant  religion.  Apart,  therefore,  from  all 
other  influences,  the  fact  of  Ken's  having  incurred  the 
Prince's  difpleafure,  would  rather  advance  than  im- 
pede his  promotion  to  the  Chaplaincy. 

Wood  fixes  the  appointment  in  1679,*  Bowles  in 
i68i,f  and  Hawkins  in  1684,  after  his  return  from 
Tangier.;};  The  Records  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain's 
office  ought  to  give  the  very  day  of  his  appointment : 
but  the  books  are  defective  at  the  precife  time  when  it 
took  place.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  he  was  not 
chaplain  at  any  time  between  the  I4th  of  January, 
1677,  and  the  joth  of  July,  1680,  during  which  the 
regifters  are  perfect.  The  following  letter,  extant  in 
the  office,  mows  that  he  was  appointed  between  the 
date  of  his  laft  letter  to  Compton  (the  2Oth  of  Sep- 
tember) and  the  lift  of  October,  1680.  So  that  the 
time  is  afcertained  within  a  few  weeks.  It  is  not 
improbable  that  this  letter  was  the  firft  official  notice 
he  received  of  the  King's  favour  :  § 

*  Athense  Oxon.,  vol.  ii.  p.  989. 

•f-  Life  of  Ken,  vol.  ii.  p.  63. 

J  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  7.  Hawkins  is  clearly  miftaken ;  for 
in  the  books  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  office  there  is  a  memorandum 
of  a  letter,  dated  the  25th  of  January,  i68f,  written  to  Dr.  Vincent 
(another  of  the  Royal  Chaplains)  defiring  him  "  to  wayte  in  February 
next,  for  Dr.  Kenn,  he  being  at  fea  in  his  Majefty's  fervice,"  mowing 
that  he  was  Chaplain  before  the  expedition  to  Tangier. 

§  It  may  be  a  queftion  whether  he  could  retain  the  Chaplaincy  to 
Biftiop  Morley,  having  received  the  higher  appointment  of  Chaplain  to 
the  King  ? 
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"  Oaober  2ift,  1680. 
"  Sir, 

"  There  being  five  Sundays  of  this  month  of  October,  1 
have  thought  proper  to  appoint  you  to  preach  before  his  Ma- 
jefty  at  Whitehall  upon  the  laft  Sunday  in  this  month ;  but 
underftanding  that  it  would  be  more  convenient  for  you  to 
preach  upon  Sunday  next,.  I  have  prevailed  with  the  Dean  of 
Chichefter,  who  is  in  wayting,  to  preach  upon  the  laft  Sunday, 
and  that  you  mould  preach  before  his  Majefty  upon  Sunday 
next  at  Whitehall,  and  fo  perform  that  duty  accordingly. 

"  Thus  I  reft  your  loving  friend, 

"  ARLINGTON. 

"  For  Dr.  Ken, 

at  Dr.  Turner's,  Amen  Corner." 

There  is  no  record  of  this,  his  firft  fermon  before 
the  Court ;  nor  does  his  name  appear  in  the  lifts  of 
Lent  preachers  in  the  London  Gazette  for  1 6  8 1  and 
1682.*  Probably,  therefore,  he  only  took  his  turn 
in  the  ordinary  rotation  of  the  chaplains  in  thofe 
years.  As  we  find  no  notice  of  his  being  in  London 
during  the  intervals,  it  may  be  prefumed  that  he 
returned  to  his  duties  at  Winchefter. 

In  the  fummer  of  1682  he  was  called  to  the 
death  bed  of  his  early  friend,  Lady  Margaret  May- 
nard,  that  he  might  minifter  to  her  the  offices  of  the 
Church.  We  have  already  feen  that  his  firft  appoint- 
ment after  ordination  was  the  Rectory  of  Little 
Eafton,  and  that  he  had  cc  for  near  twenty  years  been 
admitted  to  Lady  Margaret's  moft  intimate  thoughts." 


*  In  the  lift  of  1683,  he  was  appointed  to  preach  before  the  King  on 
Am  Wednefday  ;  and  again,  in  1684,  on  Afh  Wednefday,  the  2 7th  of 
February ;  but  at  this  latter  date  he  was  abfent  at  Tangier  (as  we  mall 
hereafter  fee),  and  then  Dr.  Vincent  preached  for  him. 
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To  him  me  had  made  ff  confeffions  of  her  frequent 
fevere  examinations  of  her  confcience ; "  and  now  in 
her  laft  hour  me  received  the  Holy  Communion  at 
his  hands.  It  was  natural,  therefore,  that  he  mould 
be  invited  to  preach  her  funeral  fermon  ;  and  it  cannot 
but  be  interefting  to  hear  fomething  of  Ken's  heart- 
felt and  eloquent  praife  of  this  "  gracious  woman,"  con- 
firmed in  holy  affections  by  his  own  paftoral  influence. 
His  text  was  Proverbs  xi.  16,  —  "A  gracious 
Woman  retaineth  honour'''  Before  he  enters  on  her 
perfonal  character,  he  offers  a  glowing  tribute  to 
female  piety  in  general : — 

"  Women  in  all  ages  have  given  many  heroic  examples  of 
fan&ity  ;  befides  thofe  recorded  in  the  Old  Teftament,  many 
of  them  are  named  with  great  honour  in  the  New,  for  their 
affiduity  and  zeal  in  following  our  Saviour,  and  their  charity 
in  miniftering  to  Him  of  their  fubftance.  They  accompanied 
Him  to  Mount  Calvary,  lamented  His  fufferings,  waited  on 
the  Crofs,  attended  the  fepulchre,  prepared  fpices  and  oint- 
ments ;  and  regardlefs  either  of  the  infolence  of  the  rude 
foldiers,  or  of  the  malice  of  the  Jews,  with  a  love  that  caft 
out  all  fear,  they  came  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  before  the 
morning  light,  to  embalm  Him :  and  God  was  pleafed  to 
honour  thefe  holy  women  accordingly,  for  they  firft  faw  the 
angel,  who  told  them  the  joyful  news  that  He  was  rifen  ;  and 
as  if  an  angel  had  not  been  a  meflenger  honourable  enough, 
Jefus  Himfelf  firft  appeared  to  the  women, — the  women  firft 
faw  and  adored  Him ;  and  it  was  thefe  very  gracious  women 
whom  our  Lord  fent  to  His  difciples,  that  women  might  firft 
be  publifhers  of  His  refurrection,  as  angels  had  been  of  His 
nativity.  Our  Saviour  Himfelf  has  ere£ted  an  everlafting 
monument  in  the  Gofpel  for  the  penitent  woman  that  anointed 
Him ;  and  God  Incarnate  honoured  the  fex  to  the  higheft 
degree  imaginable  in  being  born  of  a  woman,  in  becoming 
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the  Son  of  a  Virgin  Mother,  whom  all  generations  fhall  call 
Blefled ;  and  I  know  not  how  to  call  it,  but  there  is  a  melt- 
ingnefs  of  difpofition,  and  afFectionatenefs  of  devotion,  an  eafy 
fenfibility,  an  induftrious  alacrity,  a  languifhing  ardour  in  piety, 
peculiar  to  the  fex,  which  renders  them  fubjects  more  pliable 
to  the  divine  grace  than  men  commonly  are  ;  fo  that  Solomon 
had  reafon  to  beftow  the  epithet  gracious  particularly  on  them, 
and  to  fay  that  c  a  gracious  woman  retaineth  honour.'  "* 

In  drawing  a  contraft  between  perfonal  beauty,  and 
the  effect  of  divine  grace  on  the  character  of  woman, 
we  have  this  eloquent  pafTage : — 

"  Beauty  gratifies  only  our  outward  fenfe ;  it  is  a  mixture 
of  colour,  and  figure,  and  feature,  and  parts, — all  in  due  pro- 
portion and  fymmetry ;  or,  indeed,  it  is  a  well-fhaped  frame 
of  duft  and  afhes,  beloved  by  fond  men  only,  who,  like  the 
moft  ftupid  of  idolaters,  worfhip  the  bare  ftatue  without  regard 
to  the  deity  there  enfhrined  :  but  Gracef  is  a  confluence  of  all 
attractions,  which  approves  itfelf  to  our  own  moft  deliberate 
judgments,  and  is  belov'd  by  God.  Do  but  imagine  you  were 
in  the  Spoufe's  Garden,  where,  when  the  fouth  wind  blows, 
the  feveral  fpices  and  gums,  the  fpikenard  and  the  cinnamon, 
the  frankincenfe  and  the  myrrh,  fend  forth  their  various  fmells, 
which  meeting  together,  and  mixing  in  the  air,  make  a  com- 
pounded odour ; — fuch  a  compofition  of  all  virtues,  fuch  an 
univerfal  and  uniform  agreeablenefs  is  there  in  a  gracious  foul, 
which  in  a  manner,  whether  we  will  or  no,  engages  our  affec- 
tions. Grace  makes  a  woman  a  crown  to  her  hufband,  the 
glory  of  the  man,  and  advances  her  price  above  rubies  j  fo 
that  c  a  gracious  woman'  is  a  jewel  of  value  ineftimable, — me 

*  "  A  Sermon  preached  at  the  Funeral  of  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lady  Margaret  Mainard,  at  Little  Eafton,  in  E flex,  on  the  3oth  of  June, 
1682,  by  Dr.  Thomas  Ken." 

•f-  In  another  paflage  he  fays,  "  Grace  is  the  free  gift  of  God,  and  our 
o-ivnfree  choice  in  a  happy  conjunction  ,•  it  is  no  other  than  a  God-like 
lovelinefs  impreft  on  our  fpirit." 

N3 
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has  worth,  and  ornament,  and  luftre,  and  beauty,  and  honour, 
all  combined  together." 

Applying  this  general  character  of  "  a  gracious 
woman"  to  the  immediate  object:  of  his  affedionate 
eulogy,  he  proceeds  : — 

"  Alas  !  we  have  nothing  now  left  except  this  poor  relique 
of  clay,  which  in  a  few  minutes  muft  be  reftored  to  its  native 
earth,  and  for  ever  hid  from  our  eyes ;  the  gracious  foul  that 
informed  it,  is  flowed  back  again  to  God,  from  whom  it  firft 
ftreamed,  and  His  moft  blefled  will  be  done,  Who  is  compaf- 
fionate  and  adorable  in  all  His  chaftifements ;  yet  as  we  are 
flefh  and  blood,  we  cannot  but  feel  the  ftroke  which  even  His 
Fatherly  hand  has  given  us.  But  why  did  I  call  her  death  a 
lofs  ?  it  is  rather  our  gain  ;  we  are  all  travelling  the  fame  way, 
as  pilgrims  towards  our  heavenly  country ;  me  has  only  got 
the  ftart  of  us,  and  is  gone  before,  and  is  happy  firft ;  and  I 
am  perfuaded  that  we  ftill  enjoy  her  prayers  for  us  above  ; — 
however,  I  am  fure  that  we  enjoy  her  good  works  here  below, 
which  now  appear  more  illuftrious,  and  without  that  veil  her 
modefty  and  her  humility  caft  over  them  :  we  ftill  enjoy  her 
example,  which  being  now  fet  in  its  true  light,  and  at  its 
proper  diftance,  and  delivered  from  that  cloud  of  flelh  which 
did  obfcure  and  leflen  it,  looks  the  more  gracious  and  the  more 
honourable  ;  and  if  we  follow  the  track  me  trod,  we  mail,  ere 
long,  enjoy  her  fociety  in  heaven. 

"  Let  us,  then,  alter  our  note,  and  rather  honour  than  bewail 
her  :  me  was  a  gracious  woman,  and  honour  is  her  due ;  her 
good  name,  like  a  precious  ointment  poured  forth,  has  per- 
fumed the  whole  fphere  in  which  me  moved.  To  paint  her 
fully  to  the  life,  I  dare  not  undertake ;  me  had  a  gracioufnefs 
in  all  her  converfation  that  cannot  be  exprefled,  and  ftiould  I 
endeavour  to  do  it,  I  muft  run  over  all  the  whole  catalogue  of 
Evangelical  graces  which  do  all  concentre  in  her  character  : 
I  muft  tell  you  how  inflamed  me  was  with  heavenly  love, 
how  well  guided  a  zeal  me  had  for  God's  glory,  how  parti- 
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cular  a  reverence  fhe  paid  to  all  things  and  to  all  perfons  that 
were  dedicated  to  His  fervice,  how  God  was  always  in  her 
thoughts,  how  great  a  tendernefs  fhe  had  to  offend  her 
heavenly  Father,  how  great  a  delight  to  pleafe  Him.  But 
you  muft  be  content  with  fome  rude  ftrokes  only,  for  fuch 
particulars  would  be  endlefs ;  all  my  fear  is,  that  I  fhall  fpeak 
too  little,  but  I  am  fure  I  can  hardly  fpeak  too  much. 

"  I  cannot  tell  what  one  help  fhe  neglected  to  fecure  her 
perfeverance,  and  to  heighten  her  graces,  that  fhe  might 
c  fhine  more  and  more  to  a  perfect  day.'  Her  Oratory*  was 
the  place  where  fhe  principally  refided,  and  where  fhe  was 
moft  at  home,  and  her  chief  employment  was  prayer  and 
praife.  Out  of  feveral  authors,  fhe  for  her  own  ufe  tranfcrib'd 
many  excellent  forms,  the  very  choice  of  which  does  argue  a 
moft  experienc'd  piety  :  fhe  had  devotions  fuited  to  all  the 
primitive  hours  of  prayer,  as  far  as  her  bodily  infirmities  and 
necefTary  avocations  would  permit,  and  with  David  prais 'd 

*  Several  paffages  in  the  poem  of"  EDMUND,"  compofed  by  Ken  in 
the  year  following,  reprefenting  the  charafter  of  Queen  Hilda,  are  fo 
applicable  to  that  of  Lady  Margaret,  that  he  evidently  had  her  in  his 
mind  when  he  wrote  them : — 

"  God  was  her  conftant  fovereign,  deareft  care ; 
Her  clofet  fum'd  with  th'  incenfe  of  her  prayer 
Three  times  a  day  fhe  would  for  prayer  retire, 
Daily  frequented  twice  the  public  choir ; 
Her  library  was  with  her  Bible  fill'd, 
And  with  good  books,  which  piety  inftill'd  ; 
With  facred  ftory,  poetry  divine, 
Saints'  Lives,  the  annals  of  the  Anglian  line  j 
Thefe  and  the  like  fhe  in  folitude  perus'd, 
Which  ufeful  knowledge  into  her  infus'd  j 
And  oft  fpent  pioufly  diverting  hours, 
As  Jefus  midft  the  lilies,  midft  her  flowers ; 
The  Fafts  and  Feafts  of  holy  Church  fhe  kept, 
And  oft  in  fecret  for  the  kingdom  wept  j 
She  each  Lord's  Day  on  the  immortal  Bread 
With  facred  hunger  at  the  Altar  fed.* 


*  Ken's  Poems,  8vo,  1721,  vol.  ii.  pp.  274,  275. 
N  4- 
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God  feven  times  a  day,  or  fupplied  the  want  of  thofe  folemn 
hours  by  a  kind  of  perpetuity  of  ejaculations,  which  me  had 
ready  to  anfwer  all  occafions,  and  to  fill  up  all  vacant  inter- 
vals ;  and  if  fhe  happened  to  wake  in  the  night,  of  proper 
prayers  even  for  midnight  fhe  was  never  unprovided.  Thus 
did  this  gracious  foul,  having  been  enkindled  by  fire  from 
Heaven  in  her  baptifm,  live  a  continual  facrifice,  and  kept 
the  fire  always  burning,  always  in  afcenfion,  always  afpiring 
towards  Heaven  from  whence  it  fell. 

"  Her  charity  made  her  fympathize  with  all  in  mifery;  and 
befides  her  private  alms,  wherein  her  left  hand  was  not  con- 
fcious  to  her  right,  fhe  was  a  common  patronefs  to  the  poor 
and  needy,  and  a  common  phyfician  to  her  fick  neighbours, 
and  would  often  with  her  own  hands  drefs  their  moft  loathfome 
fores,*  and  fometimes  keep  them  in  her  family,  and  would 
give  them  both  diet  and  lodging,  till  they  were  cured,  and 
then  clothe  them,  and  fend  them  home  to  give  God  thanks 
for  their  recovery ;  and  if  they  died,  her  charity  accompanied 
them  fometimes  to  the  grave,  and  fhe  took  care  even  of  their 
burial.  She  would  by  no  means  endure  that,  by  the  care  of 
plentifully  providing  for  her  children,  the  wants  and  neceflities 
of  any  poor  Chriftian  mould  be  overlooked ;  and  defired  it 
might  be  remembered,  that  alms,  arid  the  poor's  prayers,  will 
bring  a  greater  bleffing  to  them  than  thoufands  a  year." 

But  we  muft  bring  thefe  extracts,  and  the  life  of 
Lady  Margaret  to  a  clofe,  that  we  may  return  to  the 
hiftory  of  the  Preacher  : — 

*        "  And  when  fhe  any  naked  wretches  fpy'd, 

Out  of  her  wardrobe  fhe  their  wants  fupplyM  j 
Schools  fhe  built  for  her  fex,  and  laws  ordain'd, 
That  they  to  work  and  virtue  might  be  train'd ; 
Large  holpitals  fhe  built,  and  there  would  fpend 
Choice  hours,  the  fick  with  fweetnefs  to  attend  ; 
With  tender  heart  fhe  Jefus'  brethren  fed, 
Could  bear  the  ftench  of  a  poor  man's  fick-bed."  * 

*  Ken's  Poems,  8vo,  1721,  vol.  ii.  p.z74. 
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"  On  Whit  Sunday  fhe  received  her  Viaticum,  the  moft 
holy  Body  and  Blood  of  her  Saviour ;  and  had  received  it 
again,  had  not  her  death  furpriz'd  us  !  Yet  in  the  ftrength  of 
that  immortal  food  fhe  was  enabled  to  go  out  her  journey,  and 
feem'd  to  have  a  new  transfufion  of  Grace  from  it,  infomuch 
that  above  and  beyond  all  feeming  poffibility  fhe  would  ufe 
force  to  herfelf,  and  keep  herfelf  waking,  to  offer  to  God  her 
cuftomary  facrifice  to  the  full, — to  re-collect  her  thoughts,  and 
to  lodge  them  in  Heaven,  where  her  heart  and  her  treafure 
was ; — as  if  fhe  had  already  taken  pofTeffion  of  her  manfion 
there,  or  as  if  fhe  was  teaching  her  foul  to  act  independently 
from  the  body,  and  pracJifmg  beforehand  thejtate  offeparatlon 
into  which ,  having  received  abfolution,Jhe  in  ajhort  time  happily 
launcht.  For  all  the  bonds  of  union  being  untied,  her  foul  was 
fet  at  liberty,  and  on  the  wings  of  angels  took  a  direct  and 
vigorous  flight  to  its  native  country,  Heaven,  from  whence 
it  firft  flew  down.  There  we  muft  leave  her  in  the 
bofom  of  her  heavenly  Bridegroom,  where  how  radiant  her 
Crown  is,  how  extatic  her  joy,  how  high  exalted  fhe  is  in 
degree  of  glory,  it  is  impoflible  to  be  defcribed  :  for  c  neither 
eye  hath  feen,  nor  ear  beard,  nor  has  it  entered  into  the  heart  of 
man  to  be  conceived,  the  good  things  which  God  hath  prepared 
for  thofe  that  love  Him,'  of  all  which  fhe  is  now  partaker."* 

We  may  judge  from  this  glowing  defcription  of 
the  Chriftian  character,  how  little  he  was  himfelf  in- 
fluenced by  the  varying  profeflions  of  the  world ;  how 


*  Thefe  extrafts  from  the  Funeral  Sermon  on  his  early  friend  and 
patronefs  will  not  be  uninterefting  to  the  reader.  There  are  but  two 
other  Sermons  of  Ken's  extant ; — one  on  the  Charafter  of  Daniel,  and 
the  other  on  the  Triumph  of  the  Church  of  Judah,  on  her  Deliverance 
from  the  Babylonifh  Captivity.  It  is  difficult  to  fay  which  of  them 
exhibits  the  moft  lively  touches  of  eloquence  :  there  are  paflages  in  all 
that  have  feldom  been  equalled, — perhaps  never  exceeded  in  the  compo- 
fitions  of  any  Englifli  Divine.  If  Ken  had  prepared  four  volumes  of 
Sermons  for  publication  after  his  death,  as  he  did  of  his  Poems,  they 
would  have  been  a  legacy  to  the  Church  of  ineftimable  value. 
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innocent  and  confiftent  was  his  own  life  in  the  midft 
of  the  violent  parties  that  now  divided  the  nation. 
The  hiftory  of  the  Englifh  Court  at  this  period  pre- 
fents  a  confufed  fcene  of  weaknefs  and  treachery,  almoft 
without  a  parallel.  The  King,  yielding  to  the  alter- 
nate influence  of  the  Duchefs  of  Portfmouth,  of 
Monmouth,  the  Duke  of  York,  and  Louis  XIV., 
began  to  be  wearied  by  their  various  interefts  and 
perfuafions.  He  had  no  confidence  in  himfelf,  or 
thofe  about  him.  Real  or  pretended  Popifli  and 
Proteftant  plots,  the  intrigues  of  his  Cabal  miniftry, 
and  of  parties  favouring  the  hollow  pretenfions  of  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth,  or  preffing  for  the  exclufion  of 
the  Duke  of  York, — fome  designing  a  republic, 
others  a  constitutional  monarchy, — had  for  years  kept 
the  public  mind  in  a  perpetual  ferment.  Charles 
became  more  than  ever  averfe  to  bufinefs.  His  chief 
care  was  to  obtain  the  means  of  gratifying  his  luxu- 
rious and  profligate  taftes,  which  compelled  him  to 
live  the  obfequious  penfioner  of  France.  His  time 
was  divided  between  Windfor,  Newmarket,  and 
Winchester. 

At  the  laft  of  thefe  places  he  now  refolved  to  build 
a  new  palace.  "  Sir  Chriftopher  Wren  was  appointed 
the  architect,  who  drew  a  plan  and  an  elevation  for 
the  whole  building,  partly  on  the  model  of  Verfailles, 
in  a  flyle  of  royal  magnificence.  This  being  ap- 
proved, he  laid  the  foundation  ftone  of  the  edifice, 
the  23  rd  March,  1683.  The  work  was  carried  on 
with  the  greatest  ardour ;  Charles  himfelf,  with  the 
Duke  of  York,  being  frequently  there  for  a  confider- 
able  time  together  to  infpedl  the  building,  from 
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whence  they  made  excurfions  to  Portfmouth,  and 
hunting  parties  in  the  New  Foreft."*  Evelyn  fays, 
"  the  deftrudlion  of  the  king's  houfe  at  Newmarket 
by  an  accidental  fire  made  him  more  earneft  to  render 
Winchefter  the  feat  of  his  autumnal  field  diverfions, 
defigning  a  palace  there,  where  the  ancient  caftle 
flood,  infinitely  indeed  preferable  to  Newmarket  for 
profpects,  air,  pleafure,  and  provifions.  The  fur- 
veyor  has  already  begun  the  foundation  of  a  palace, 
eftimated  to  coft  35,0007,  and  his  Majefty  is  pur- 
chafing  ground  about  it  to  make  a  park,  &c." 

Thefe  royal  vifits  to  Winchefter  brought  together 
a  concourfe  of  people  of  all  clafles,  greater  than  the 
town  could  conveniently  hold.  "  The  Duchefs  of 
Portfmouth,  his  moft  favoured  miftrefs,  finimed  out 
of  hand  a  houfe  for  herfelf."  We  may  form  fome 
idea  of  her  ordinary  habits  of  extravagance  from 
Evelyn's  defcription  of  her  apartments  in  the  palace 
at  Whitehall.  He  fays  : — 

"  I  was  cafually  mewed  the  Duchefle  of  Portfmouth's 
fplendid  apartments  at  White-hall,  luxurioufly  furnifhed,  and 
with  ten  times  the  richnefle  and  glory  beyond  the  Queene's  ; 
fuch  mafTy  pieces  of  plate,  whole  tables,  and  ftands  of  incre- 
dible value,  f 

And  again  : — • 

"  Following  his  Majefty  this  morning  (14  Oft.  1683)  thro' 
the  gallerie,  I  went  with  the  few  who  attended  him  into  the 
Duchefle  of  Portfmouth's  drejjing-roome  within  her  bed- 


*  Milner's  Hift.  of  Winchefter,  vol.  i.  p.  429.  Lands  were  purchafed 
for  a  park,  and  a  magnificent  ftreet  was  to  have  been  built  from  the 
Palace  to  the  Cathedral. 

f  Diary.  8vo,  vol.  ii.  p.  412. 
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chamber,  where  (he  was  in  her  morning  loofe  garment,  her 
maids  combing  her,  newly  out  of  her  bed,  his  Maj'y  and 
the  gallants  Handing  about  her  ;  but  that  which  engag'd  my 
curiofity  was  the  rich  and  fplendid  furniture  of  this  woman's 
apartment,  now  twice  or  thrice  pull'd  down  and  rebuilt,  to 
fatisfie  her  prodigal  and  expenfive  pleafures,  whilft  her 
Majety'8  does  not  exceede  fome  gentlemen's  ladies  in  furni- 
ture and  accommodation.  Then  for  japan  cabinets,  fcreenes, 
pendule  clocks,  greate  vafes  of  wrought  plate,  tables,  ftands, 
chimney  furniture,  fconces,  branches,  braferas,  &c.,  all  of 
maflie  filver,  and  out  of  number, — befides  fome  of  her  Majty  3 
be  ft  paintings."* 

Nell  Gwyn  alfo  was  one  of  the  Court  circle,  and  to 
be  provided  for,  though  not  fo  handfomely.  Strange 
to  fay,  this  was  the  occafion  of  placing  Ken  in  a 
difficulty.  He  had  a  good  prebendal  houfe  in  the 
Cathedral  Clofe,  opposite  to  the  Deanery  where  the 
King  ufed  to  lodge.  When  the  "  Harbinger,"  whofe 
duty  it  was  to  provide  lodgings  in  a  royal  progrefs, 
"  came  to  Winton,  he  marked  the  Doctor's  houfe, 
which  he  held  in  right  of  his  prebend,  for  the  ufe  of 
Mrs.  Gwin."  But  Ken's  fearlefs  heart  at  once 
prompted  him  to  vindicate  the  holinefs  of  his  office. 
"  He  abfolutely  refufed  her  admittance,  declaring 
that  a  woman  of  ill  repute  ought  not  to  be  endured 
in  the  houfe  of  a  clergyman,  efpecially  the  King's 
Chaplain."  This  muft  have  excited  no  fmall  furprife 
among  the  courtiers ;  but  as  he  was  peremptory, 
"  me  was  forced  to  feek  other  lodgings."  f  A  fmall 


*   Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.  ii.  pp.  186  and  235. 

-j-  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  9.  Dr.  Markland  fays,  "  his  anfwer  to 
the  courtier  who  brought  the  meflage  was  worthy  of  himfelf", — '  Not  for 
his  kingdom."  Markland's  Life  of  Ken,  and  edit,  izmo,  1849,  p.  57. 
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room  was  built  for  her  at  the  fouth  end  of  the 
Deanery.  "  It  was  ever  afterwards  known  by  the 
name  of  f  Nell  Gwyn,'  and  has  only  been  removed 
within  the  prefent  century."* 

He  could  not  enter  into  worldly  considerations  of 
policy  and  prudence,  which  fo  often  outweigh  the 
clear  dictates  of  confcience.  His  was  no  falfe  or 
partial  rule  of  conduct.  How  could  he  preach  to  his 
poor  ones  in  the  Soke  of  the  fanctity  of  God's  law, 
and  receive  a  harlot  into  his  own  dwelling  ?  The 
fame  fimplicity  of  character  and  Straight-forward  zeal 
which  had  prompted  him,  in  the  palace  at  the  Hague, 
to  protect  the  honour  of  Jane  Wroth,  at  the  rifle  of 
offending  the  Prince  of  Orange,  at  once  made  him 
reject  Nell  Gwyn,  though  it  mould  expofe  him  to  the 
King's  refentment,  which  he  could  not  but  expect,  as 
the  natural  confequence,  for  Hawkins  fays,  his  refufal 
fc  was  publickly  known."  Humble  as  he  was,  he 
had,  in  his  meafure,  the  holy  courage  of  the  Baptift, 
which  made  him  reprove  adultery  even  in  a  palace. 
But  Ken  did  not  meet  the  Evangelift's  reward ;  for 
Charles,  fo  far  from  taking  offence,  appears  to  have 
admired  the  Chriftian  boldnefs  of  his  chaplain,  and 
mortly  after  engaged  him  in  a  fecret  expedition  to 
Tangier,  in  Africa,  which  about  that  time  occupied 
much  of  his  thoughts. 

*  Dr.  Moberly's  Biographical  Memoir  of  Bifhop  Ken,  1 840,  p.  vi. ; 
and  for  a  more  particular  account  of  the  building,  fee  Bowles's  Life  of 
Ken,  vol.  ii.  pp.  56  to  58.  It  was  built  by  the  compliant,  courtly  Dean 
Meggot,  and  taken  down  by  the  learned  and  virtuous  Dean  Reynell, 
who  probably  thought  it  a  fcandal  to  the  Deanery.  Ibid.  vol.  ii.  p.  85. 
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CHAPTER   VIII. 

Ken  appointed  Chaplain  of  the  Fleet  on  the  expedition  to  Tan- 
gier— Voyage — The  vicious  government  of  Tangier — Corrupt 
ft  ate  of  the  Navy. 

IGHT  years  had  now  pafled  fince  Ken 
had  ftudied  the  polity  and  religion  of 
Italy,  and  fcarcely  three  fince  his  re- 
turn  from  the  lefs  polifhed  court  of 
Holland,  when  he  received  a  hafty 
fummons  to  leave  once  more  his  friends  and  flock  for 
a  barbarous  and  diftant  fpot.  The  town  of  Tangier, 
in  the  ftraits  of  Gibraltar,  had  long  been  a  fource  of 
great  outlay  to  the  King.  He  had  received  this 
African  fortrefs,  and  the  ifland  of  Bombay,  on  his 
marriage  with  Catherine  of  Braganza,  as  part  of  her 
dower.  Bombay,  at  that  time  efteemed  of  little  im- 
portance, has  fince  become  one  of  the  moft  flouriming 
colonies  of  Britain ;  while  Tangier,  which  now  barely 
helps  to  fupply  Gibraltar  with  provifions,  was  then 
reckoned  of  great  value,  as  the  key  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean. The  King  had  expended  vaft  fums  of  money 
in  conftructing  a  mole  for  the  defence  of  the  harbour ; 
he  made  it  a  free  port,  and  conferred  upon  it  exten- 
five  privileges  :  but  the  money,  being  lavifhly  applied, 
ferved  rather  to  enrich  the  governors  and  engineers, 
than  to  promote  the  public  fervice.  The  Parliament 
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refufed  to  make  any  further  grants,*  not  believing 
that  they  would  be  properly  applied,  and  Charles 
was  driven  by  his  neceflities  to  abandon  this  ufelefs 
pofleflion. 

A  writer  of  the  time  defcribes  "  the  City  and  Port 
of  Tanger,"  as — 

"  So  advantageoufly  fituated,  that  it  furveys  the  greateft 
thorough-fare  of  commerce  in  the  world ;  having  in  one 
view  almoft  the  whole  fea  comprehended  between  the  four 
Capes  of  Travalgar,  Gibraltar,  Spartel,  and  Ceuta, — thofe  on 
the  European,  thefe  on  the  African  more :  fo  that  no  fhip  or 
veflel  can  pafs  in  or  out  of  the  Mediterranean  unobferved 
from  thence.  It  comes,  therefore,  to  pafs,  by  means  of  this 
narrow  Gap  or  Inlet,  that  men-of-war,  pirats,  and  corfairs  of 
all  nations,  covet  to  ply  and  cruize  in  and  about  that  ftation, 
where  they  are  fure  to  fpeak  with  all  mips  that  pafs."  f 

A  poftfcript  to  this  printed  Tract,  but  {C  by  an- 
other hand,"  declares  Tangier  to  be  Cf  a  pleafant  city 
as  any  in  the  world,  in  a  moft  wholefome  air,  pure  and 
free  from  all  infection,  fituate  in  a  moft  rich  and  fruitful 
foil,  able  to  yield  all  things  needful  to  the  life  of  man."  J 
But  cc  all  manner  of  debaucheries,  profanenefs,  irre- 
ligion,  and  idolatry  have  the  liberty  to  appear  without 
a  check :  the  Governors  themfelves  have  been  the 
examples  to  encourage  the  contempt  of  virtue  and 
piety."  He  fpeaks  of  "  the  ill  ufages  of  Popifh  offi- 
cers, who  valued  more  ten  or  twenty  millings  at  pay- 

*  They  remonftrated  againft  the  appointment  of  Popim  Governors, 
declaring  that  the  officers  and  foldiers  who  had  been  fent  out  were  for 
the  moft  part  Papifts.  Kennet's  Hift.  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  376. 

•f-  "  A  Difcourfe  touching  Tanger,"  &c. ;  to  which  is  added,  "  The 
Intereft  of  Tanger,"  by  another  hand,  410, 1680,  p.  7. 
\  Ibid.  p.  33. 
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day  than  the  lives  of  their  foldiers,  and  have  not 
treated  them  like  men,  much  lefs  like  Chriftians." 
He  was  even  reproved  for  fupplying  the  common 
men  with  food,  becaufe  fc  fome  Irifh  officers  expected 
to  get  their  pay  between  their  death  and  the  fol- 
lowing mufter." — "  I  have  fometimes  buried  three  or 
four  in  a  day, — dead  for  want  of  that  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  hath  provided  for  them  in  cafe  of  ficknefs." — 
"  Many  of  them  in  melancholy  drunken  fits  have 
run  away  from  this  '  fepulchre'  to  the  Moors,  where, 
to  the  fcandal  of  our  religion,  they  either  turn  rene- 
gades, or  remain  in  perpetual  flavery.'M  Lancelot 
Addifonf  (afterwards  Dean  of  Lichfield)  was  chaplain 
at  Tangier  for  feven  years :  he  defcribes  the  military 
of  the  garrifon  as  "  reduced  to  a  fort  of  breathing 
fkeleton,  whofe  belly  was  mrivel'd  with  hunger,  hands 
nafty  with  idlenefs,  and  whofe  very  heart  was  broken 
with  ill  fuccefs."^  Falfe  mufter-rolls  were  fent  home, 
probably  for  the  purpofe  of  the  commanders  drawing 
the  pay  of  a  larger  number  of  troops.  Lord  Teviot 
did  all  in  his  power  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
place ;  but  it  was  afterwards  given  up  to  the  fame 
diforder,  profligacy,  and  extravagance  as  before.  The 
King  determined,  in  the  fummer  of  1683,  to  fend 
a  naval  force  of  twenty  mips,  under  Lord  Dartmouth, 
with  fecret  orders  to  deftroy  the  fortifications,  left 


*  "  A  Difcourfe  touching  Tanger,"  &c. ;  to  which  is  added,  "  The 
Intereft  of  Tanger,"  by  another  hand,  4.10,  1680,  p.  22. 

f   Father  to  Jofeph  Addilbn. 

J  "  The  Moores  Baffled  -.  being  a  Difcourfe  concerning  Tanger,  efpe- 
cially  when  it  was  under  the  Earl  of  Teviot,  &c. ;  in  a  Letter  from  a 
Learned  Perfon,  long  Refident  at  that  place,"  &c.,  410,  1681,  p.  5. 
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they  fhould  become  formidable  in  the  hands  of  the 
Moors. 

Lord  Dartmouth  had  always  been  high  in  favour 
with  the  King  and  Duke  of  York,  out  of  refpect  both 
to  the  memory  of  his  father,  and  his  own  loyal  attach- 
ment to  the  throne.  He  was  a  rare  example  of  fidelity 
and  virtue  in  an  age  when  public  corruption  fo  gene- 
rally prevailed.  His  father  was  the  brave  Colonel 
Legge,  one  of  the  three  devoted  companions  of 
Charles  I.,  and  aided  in  his  efcape  from  Hampton 
Court.  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  his  not  having  met 
the  fame  fate  that  befell  fo  many  other  loyalifts,  as  he 
was  fever al  times  imprifoned  by  the  rebels.  On  one 
occafion  at  Coventry  he  was  faved  by  the  inge- 
nious device  of  his  wife,  and  parted  through  the 
guards  without  challenge  in  female  difguife.  The 
King,  a  fhort  time  before  his  execution,  bequeathed 
this  faithful  friend  as  a  legacy  to  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
cc  charging  him  to  take  care  of  honeft  Will  Legge, 
for  he  was  the  faithfulleft  fervant  that  ever  any  Prince 
had."  At  the  Reftoration  he  declined  the  offer  of  a 
peerage,  and  died  in  1670.  The  fon  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  in  the  naval  fervice,  rofe  to  the  rank  of 
Admiral,  was  made  Mafter  of  the  Ordnance,  and  a 
Privy  Councillor,  and  in  1682  created  Lord  Dart- 
mouth. He  followed  in  the  fame  path  of  fledfaft 
adherence  to  his  King,  refufed  to  the  very  laft  to 
abandon  the  Stuarts  at  the  fubfequent  Revolution,  and 
died  a  prifoner  in  the  Tower  in  1691. 

Samuel  Pepys,  afterwards  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
was  appointed  to  be  of  Lord  Dartmouth's  Council  in 
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this  expedition  to  Tangier.  His  journal*  records 
many  curious  particulars  of  the  voyage,  and  of  the 
naval  and  military  proceedings  in  the  deftruction  of 
the  mole  and  fortifications.  He  alfo  was  a  great 
favourite  with  the  King.  As  fecretary  to  Sir  Edward 
Montague,  he  accompanied  him  in  the  Royal  Charles 
from  Breda,  on  his  Reftoration ;  and  was  with  him  in 
the  fame  boat  when  he  landed  at  Dover.  He  now 
received  the  Royal  command  to  repair  to  Portfmouth 
"  at  lefs  than  eight  and  forty  hours'  warning." 

It  would  appear  from  Pepys's  correfpondence  that 
Ken's  fervices,  as  Chaplain  of  the  Fleet,  were  fecured 
at  the  earneft  defire  of  Dartmouth,  who  was  anxious 
to  improve  the  difcipline  and  moral  condition  of  the 
Navy.  Afterwards,  when  Dartmouth  was  in  command 
of  the  fleet,  intended  to  oppofe  the  landing  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  Pepys  wrote  to  Dr.  Peachell, 
Matter  of  Magdalen  College,  Cambridge,  with  an 
offer  of  the  fame  appointment.  He  then  fays,  c<  I 
was  once  concerned  in  the  conveyance  of  a  like  ap- 
plication from  the  fame  hand,  and  on  the  very  fame 
occafion,  to  my  reverend  friend,  Dr.  Ken,  now  Bifhop 
of  Bath  and  Wells.  In  a  word,  my  Lord  Dartmouth 
is  to  the  lafl  degree  felicitous  in  the  choice  of  his 
Chaplain,  and,  judging  that  all  the  wifhed  for  quali- 
fications (piety,  authority,  and  learning)  meet  in  you, 
is  become  a  moft  earned  fuitor  to  your  acceptance  of 
that  charge.  And  I  am  by  full  experience  in  the  cafe 
of  Dr.  Ken,  convinced  you  could  never  do  it  with 


*  Life,  Journal,  and  Correfpondence  of  Samuel  Pepys,  1841,  2  vols. 
8vo. 
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fuch  a  concurrence  of  circumftances,  public  and  pri- 
vate, to  render  the  fame  worthy  your  acceptance,  as 
under  the  invitation  and  patronage  of  this  noble  Lord." 

Enclofed  in  this  letter  was  one  from  Dartmouth, 
expreffing  that  the  application  was  "  for  the  good  of 
the  Church  of  England,  which  is  fo  much  concerned." 
"  I  think  it  of  the  higheft  importance  to  have  the 
ableft  and  beft  man  I  can  poflibly  obtain  to  go  with 
me,  both  for  the  fervice  of  God,  and  the  good  govern- 
ment of  the  Clergy  that  are  Chaplains  in  the  Fleet. 
My  moft  earneft  requeft  to  you  is,  that  if  it  be  not  too 
great  an  inconvenience,  you  would  do  me  the  honour 
and  favour  to  go  with  me  this  mort  voyage.  I  beg  it 
of  you  for  God's  fake ;  and  as  I  am  to  anfwer  to  Him 
for  the  prefervation  of  fo  many  fouls  as  He  hath  been 
pleafed  to  put  under  my  care.  I  have  nothing  more 
but  to  beg  your  prayers  and  blefling,  with  pardon  for 
this  confident  defire."* 

Nothing  could  be  more  deplorable  than  the  general 
condition  and  character  of  the  naval  chaplains,  whom 
Ken  was  now  invited  to  fuperintend.  Of  one  ap- 
pointed to  this  very  expedition  Pepys  exclaims, 
"  What  a  chaplain  the  Admiralty  did  fend  to  my 
Lord  Dartmouth,  in  the  Grafton  !  a  little  deaf,  crooked 
fellow,  full  of  his  defign  of  going  a  hunting  with  my 
Lord."']"  The  indignities  and  privations  they  fuf- 
fered  are  well  fet  forth  in  a  reprefentation  from  two 
of  their  body  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pepys.  $  They 


*  Life,  Journal,  and  Correfpondence  of  Samuel  Pepys,  vol.  ii.  p.  14.9, 

f  Ibid.  vol.  i.  p.  328. 

|  We  are  told  by  Lord  Dartmouth  himfelf  of  a  cafe  in  which  a  naval 
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defcribe  the  minifters  of  the  Church  of  England, 
ferving  at  fea,  as  "  too  long  navigant  in  a  valley  of 
tears :  partly  by  misfortune,  partly  by  their  own 
faults,  but  chiefly  by  the  iniquity  of  the  times.  The 
Chaplains  of  His  Majefty's  mips  fet  out  unfurnimed 
with  books  and  neceflaries ;  and  are  forced  on  mean 
compliances  from  mifts  fometimes,  and  bafe  tricks. 
Hence  they  meet  with  neglects  and  contempts  that 
always  attend  poverty.  They  want  comforts  which 
fome  of  the  meaneft  in  the  fhip  enjoy.  Their  fmall 
pay,  equal  but  to  a  common  feaman's,  &c.  The 
Chaplain  is  fcarcely  reckoned  an  Officer:  he  has  no 
power  even  in  his  own  office,  not  daring  to  order  the 
bell  to  ring  to  prayers,  but  with  leave  firft  had  of  the 
Captain.  Befides,  the  hours  of  prayer  are  not  fixed 
and  dated ;  but  being  left  to  the  Commander's  plea- 
fure  are  fometimes  omitted,  as  his  particular  bufinefs, 
indifpofition,  or  indevotion  incline.  Hence  great 
neglects,  and  fometimes  total  omiffion  of  divine  fer- 
vice,  which  makes  the  Chaplain  looked  upon  as 
ufelefs,  and,  as  the  feamen  fometimes  tell  him  to  his 
face,  having  their  money  for  nothing,"  &c.  The 
remedies  they  fuggeft  are  a  proof  of  the  fad  degrada- 
tion and  neglect  of  the  fervices  of  religion  at  that  day 
in  the  fleets :  to  inftance  one  only,  "  that  the  King 
allow  a  great  Bible,  and  furplice,  and  feveral  books  of 
Common  Prayer  to  each  mip."*  The  Chaplains  of 


commander  of  high  rank  "  did  turn  away  his  chaplain,  Haflewood,  for 
not  drinking  Shaftfbury's  health."     Ibid.  vol.  ii.  p.  34.. 

*  Life,  Journal,  and  Correfpondence  of  Samuel  Pepys,  vol.  ii.  p.  203. 
Some  natty  verfes  in  the  Annual  Regifter  for  1758,  under  the  title  of 
«'  A  Sea-Chaplain's  Petition  to  the  Lieutenants  in  the  Ward-room"  &c., 
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the  army  were  fubjected  to  equal  indignities  and  dif- 
couragements.  A  burlefque  poem  is  (till  extant, 
which  records,  in  perhaps  exaggerated,  but  not  alto- 
gether unfounded  terms,  the  focial  degradation,  the 
inadequate  provifion,  the  arrears,  if  not  denial,  of 
falary,  and  the  bafe  fhifts  for  obtaining  a  livelihood, 
to  which  their  vocation  expofed  them.  * 

Some  furprife  has  been  exprefled,  that  Dr.  Ken 
mould  undertake  an  employment  fo  oppofed  to  his 
peaceful  habits  and  inclinations,  efpecially  as  he  was 
Chaplain  to  the  King,  and  in  the  high  road  to  prefer- 
ment at  home.  Such  a  feeling  would  argue  but  a 
flight  acquaintance  with  the  motives  that  governed  his 
whole  life.  It  is  needlefs  to  difcufs  the  queftion 
whether  the  King  laid  his  commands  on  him  to  join 
an  enterprize  in  which  he  took  fo  great  an  intereft, 
and  from  thence  to  feek  motives  for  his  acceptance  of 
the  appointment.  Such  an  appeal  as  Dartmouth's 
carried  with  it  irrefiftible  arguments  :  it  ftruck  a  chord 
that  vibrated  to  Ken's  warm  and  fimple  heart.  If  he 
would,  he  dared  not  confult  his  own  eafe,  when  "  the 
good  government  of  the  Clergy  that  were  Chaplains  in 
the  fleet,  and  the  prefervation  of  fo  many  fouls  were 
at  ftake."'f  The  quiet  fulfilment  of  his  duties  at 

exhibit  in  a  difgufting  manner  the  indignities  to  which  Navy  Chaplains 
were  fubje&ed  even  at  that  much  later  period.  It  is  ftated  in  a  note, 
that  "  every  common  feaman  paid  a  groat  a  month  out  of  his  pay  to  the 
Chaplain,  but  the  Lieutenants  paid  nothing."  See  alfo  Southey's  Com- 
mon Place  Book,  ii.  13.,  for  a  Poft-Captain's  eftimate  of  the  value  of  a 
Sea-Chaplain's  office,  fo  late  as  1775. 

*  "  The  Chaplain's  Petition  to  the  Honourable  Houfe  for  redrefs  of 
Grievances.  By  one  of  the  Camp  Chaplains;"  London,  1693,410. 
Harleian  Mifcellany,  vol.  iv.  p.  200. 

-f-  Ken's  pofition  as  "  Chaplain  of  the  Fleet,"  was  very  different  from 
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Winchefter  might  have  juftified  his  refufal.  But  he 
yielded  all  to  the  great  objects  thus  laid  before  him. 
He  received  the  fummons  as  an  indication  of  God's 
will,  knowing  that  in  the  midft  of  tumult  and  war,  or 
in  the  recefTes  of  folitude,  the  true  minifter  of  Chrift 
may  equally  bear  the  divine  commirlion.  If  employed 
in  his  divine  Mailer's  fervice,  he  was  content.  At 
home  or  abroad,  in  Africa  or  England,  he  furrendered 
himfelf  to  his  appointed  work. 

His  farewell  to  his  friends  muft  needs  have  been  a 
hafty  one,  as  he  had  very  little  more  notice  to  prepare 
himfelf  than  was  granted  to  Pepys.  Moft  probably 
they  went  together  to  Portfmouth ;  for  Pepys  fays  he 
flept  at  Winchefter  on  the  3 1  ft  of  July,  dined  at  the 
College  the  ift  of  Auguft,  and  that  evening  flept  at 
Portfmouth.*  Lord  Dartmouth's  fhip  was  the  Graf- 
ton :  he  came  "to  Portfmouth  on  the  8th,  and  enter- 
tained, on  board,  Lord  and  Lady  Gaynfborough.  So 
we  all  went  on  board,  for  good  and  all."f  Pepys 
writes  to  his  friend  Evelyn ; 

"  The  King's  command  (without  any  account  of  the  reafon 
of  it)  required  my  repair  hither  at  lefs  than  eight  and  forty 
hours'  warning.  What  our  work  is  I  am  not  folicitous  to 
learn,  nor  forward  to  make  guefs  at,  it  being  handled  by  our 
Mafters  as  a  fecret.  This  only  I  am  fure  of;  that,  over  and 
above  the  fatisfa&ion  of  being  thought  fit  for  fome  ufe  or 
other  ('tis  no  matter  what),  I  mall  go  in  a  good  mip,  with  a 
good  fleet,  under  a  very  worthy  leader,  in  a  converfation  as 
delightful  as  companions  of  the  firft  form  in  divinity,  law, 

that  of  the  common  Sea-Chaplain  ;  but  what  particular  control  he  had 
over  them  does  not  appear. 

*  Life,  Journal,  and  Correfpondence  of  Samuel  Pepys,  vol.  i.   p.  327. 

f  Ibid. 
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phyfic,  and  the  ufefulleft  parts  of  mathematics  can  render  it, 
Dr.  Ken,  Dr.  Trumbull,*  Dr.  Lawrence,  f  and  Mr.  Sheres  ;  J 
with  the  additional  pleafure  of  concerts  (much  above  the  ordi- 
nary) of  voices,  flutes  and  violins  ;  and  to  fill  up  all,  good 
humour,  good  cheer,  fome  good  books,  &c.,  and  a  reafonable 
profpect  of  being  home  again  in  lefs  than  two  months." 

Evelyn,  who  in  his  Diary  frequently  expreffes  his 
refpect  for  Ken,  congratulates.  Pepys  on  his  profpects 
of  an  agreeable  expedition :  "  Methinks,  when  you 
recount  all  the  circumftances  of  your  voyage,  your 
noble  and  choice  company,  such  ufeful  and  delightful 
converfation,  you  leave  us  fo  naked  at  home,  that,  till 
you  return  from  Barbary,  we  are  in  danger  of  becom- 
ing barbarians.  The  heroes  are  all  embarked  with  my 
Lord  Dartmouth  and  Mr.  Pepys ;  nay,  they  feem  to 
carry  with  them  not  a  colony  only,  but  a  College,  nay 
an  whole  University ;  all  the  fciences,  all  the  arts,  and 
all  the  ProfefTors  of  them  too."  §  His  friend  Houblon 
alfo  expreffes  his  "hope  that  the  excellent  company 
you  have,  all  Matters  of  Arts  and  sciences,  with  mufic 
of  all  forts,  will  divert  your  melancholy  thoughts  of 
leaving  Old  England,  and  fome  of  your  friends."  || 

The  following  extracts  from  Pepys  prefent  us  with 
fome  flight  particulars  of  the  pofition  occupied  by 
Ken  in  this  expedition  to  Tangier : — 

"  The  Fleet  made  feveral  attempts  to  put  to  fea  :  but  the 
wind  was  contrary ;  all  at  Weft  and  overblowing ;  fo  we 
could  not  ftir. 


*  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Expedition. 

f  Phyfician  to  Lord  Dartmouth.  \  Engineer. 

§  Life,  Journal,  and  Correfpondence  of  Samuel  Pepys,  vol.  i    p.  326. 

||  Ibid.  p.  328. 
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1 2th  Auguft.     Sunday.     Morning,  prayers  and  fermon 
by  Dr.  Ken ;  prayers  in  the  afternoon. 

"  igth.  Sunday.  Weighed  and  flood  out  to  fea  with  the 
Fleet :  all  day  blowing  frefh.  No  fermon,  but  prayers  twice 
by  Dr.  Ken. 

"  22nd.  Morning  fair.  Land  off  the  Start.  Afternoon, 
anchor  in  Plymouth  Sound.  My  Lord  flaying  on  board, 
Dr.  Trumbull,  Dr.  Ken,  &c.  in  a  boat  on  fhore. 

"  26th.  Sunday.  Much  out  of  order  with  lafl  night's 
weather,  and  the  noife  at  my  head  from  the  fleerfman ;  kept 
my  bed  till  the  afternoon.  Then  on  notes  for  Lord  Dart- 
mouth. He  vifited  me  and  difcourfed  about  his  commiflion. 
In  May  lafl  he  did  forefee,  and  mention  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins,  the  difficulties  he  now  finds  in  this 
bufinefs  of  Tangier,  &c.  This  my  Lord  told  Dr.  Ken,  too, 
in  my  hearing. — Prayers,  walk  the  quarter-deck  till  fupper, 
in  my  Lord's  cabin. 

"  2nd  September.  Sunday.  Noon,  prayers.  The  King's 
declaration  about  the  late  (Rye  Houfe)  Plot  publickly  read. 
At  fupper  with  my  Lord.  Difcourfe  about  Spirits,  Dr.  Ken 
afTerting  there  were  fuch,  and  I,  with  the  reft,  denying  it : 
referred  to  another  night's  difcourfe. 

"  3rd.  Monday.  All  this  morning,  till  prayers,  on  deck." 
[From  this  it  would  appear  that  there  was  daily  prayer  on 
board.] 

"  gth.  Sunday.  Up  to  read  by  myfelf  fome  chapters  in 
the  Bible ;  by  and  by  to  prayers.  This  being  the  day  of 
Thankfgiving  for  the  King's  late  deliverance,  Dr.  Ken  gave 
us  a  very  good  fermon  on  the  duty  of  fubjedls  to  their 
Prince. 

"  nth.  After  fupper  in  my  Lord's  cabin,  Dr.  Ken  and 
I  were  very  hot  in  difpute  about  Spirits. 

"  I2th.  To  fupper  and  talk; — Dr.  Ken  producing  his 
argument  for  Spirits  from  the  ancient  actings  of  the  Oracles, 
which  I  took  upon  me,  againfl  the  next  time,  to  anfwer." 

"  13.      Thurfday.     Captain  Villers  waked    us    early  with 
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news  of  making  the  land  off  Spartel.  Up  to  fee  it.  After 
dinner  we  were  come  far  in  fight  of  the  entrance  to  the  Straits, 
between  the  fhores.  The  cuftomary  money  was  collected  of 
everybody  that  had  not  been  in  the  Straits."* 

The  first  notice  of  thefe  difcuflions  on  Spirits, 
occurs  on  the  2nd  of  September,  and  the  laft  after 
they  had  caft  anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Tangier  : 

"  22  Sept.  Saturday.  Mighty  talk  (at  fupper)  of  Spirits 
in  [the]  York  Caftle,  mighty  noifes  being  heard  by  the  minifter 
and  moft  intelligent  men,  and  particularly  by  Dr.  Lawrence 
(the  Phyfician  on  board).  He  told  me  how  he  now  began  to 
be  convinced  of  Spirits,  this  having  continued  for  fome  time, 
and  appearing  every  three  or  four  nights,  but  nothing  fmce 
we  came  to  this  22nd,  being  Saturday  j  a  good  argument 
againft  Dr.  Ken's  argument,  from  the  filence  of  Oracles." 

It  is  not  perfectly  clear  whether  this  friendly  difpute 
referred  to  the  queftion  of  Satanic  influence,  exercifed 
in  the  Delphic  and  other  ancient  oracles ;  or  to  a 
belief  of  the  continued  fupernatural  agency  of  Spirits  ; 
or,  if  the  latter,  to  what  extent  Dr.  Ken  main- 
tained it. 

With  regard  to  the  ancient  oracles,  Ken  would 
probably  adopt  the  view  taken  by  the  fathers  of  the 
Church,  that  prior  to  the  Chriftian  difpenfation  they 
were  influenced  by  Satanic  power,  though  their  re- 
fponfes  were  often  overruled  for  good ;  but  that  fuch 
influence  had  ceafed  on  the  advent  of  our  Saviour,  or 
at  leaft  on  the  fall  of  paganifm  under  Theodofius. 
Pepys  on  the  other  hand  evidently  agreed  with  many 

*  Life,  Journal,  and  Correfpondence  of  Samuel  Pepys,  vol.  i. 
P- 331-353- 
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learned  Chriftian  writers,  that  the  heathen  oracles 
were  of  human  invention,  for  prieftly  or  political 
ends ;  a  mere  impofture,  without  any  fupernatural 
interpofition. 

It  has  been  already  mown*  that  the  continued 
agency  of  fpirits  was  then  fo  generally  admitted,  as 
even  to  degenerate  into  many  vulgar  errors  and 
fuperftitions ;  daemonology  and  witchcraft  being  an 
extenfively  popular  belief.  Ken,  doubtlefs,  thought 
with  that  greateft  of  Chriftian  philofophers,  Robert 
Boyle,  that  there  was  a  broad  diftinction  between  the 
fabulous  powers  of  magical  influence,  and  the  prefence 
and  energy  of  fpiritual  intelligences,  good  and  evil, 
not  permitted  only,  but  ordained,  to  work  out  the 
purpofes  of  the  Moft  High.  Thefe  laft  are  fubjects 
not  fo  much  of  philofophical  difpute,  as  of  divine 
revelation.  "  I  remember  not,"  fays  Boyle,  (f  that  I 
have  hitherto  met  with  any,  at  leaft  cogent,  proof  that 
miracles  were  to  ceafe  with  the  age  of  the  Apoftles,  and 
not  only  the  excellent  Grotius,  but  Tertullian,  Juftin 
Martyr,  Cyprian,  and  other  ancients,  tell  us  that  the 
power  of  ejecting  Devils  out  of  pofTefTed  perfons 
lafted  long  after  that,  and  was  not  unfrequent  in  the 
Chriftian  Church.  This  is  an  age  when  many  do 
take  upon  them  to  decide  all  that  is  fupernatural ; 
and  while  they  loudly  cry  up  reafon,  make  no  better 
ufe  of  it  than  to  employ  it,  firft  to  depofe  faith,  and 
then  to  ferve  their  paflions  and  intereft."f 

If  Pepys  meant  to  contend  that  the  exiftence  of 
Spirits,  and  miraculous  influences,  cannot  ftand  the 

*  See  pp.  100,  ioi.  -J-   Birch's  Life  of  Boyle,  p.  76. 
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teft  of  philofophy  and  the  light  of  nature,  the  fame 
objection  might  be  made  to  any  other  myfteries  of 
the  faith.  Let  the  claimant  to  philofophy  explain  the 
dominion  of  his  will  over  his  own  fearful  and  won- 
derful organization.  Let  him  define  and  fathom  the 
life,  fenfe,  reafon,  by  which  he  exifts  and  acts,  and  lay 
his  hand  upon  any  link  of  the  chain  that  binds  the 
phyfical  and  fpiritual  being :  then,  and  not  till  then, 
let  him  queftion  the  invifible  agencies,  and  myfterious 
interpositions  by  which  the  ever  prefent  Deity  con- 
ducts to  its  irTue  the  mortal  trial  of  His  creatures. 
"  Weigh  me  the  weight  of  the  fire,  and  meafure  me 
the  blaft  of  the  wind,  or  call  me  again  the  day  that  is 
paft.  Then  anfwered  I,  and  faid,  What  man  is  able 
to  do  that,  that  thou  fhouldft  afk  fuch  things  of  me  ?" 
And  what  was  the  Archangel's  reply  ?  "  Thine  own 
things,  and  fuch  as  are  grown  up  with  thee,  canft 
thou  not  know :  how  mould  thy  veflel,  then,  be  able 
to  comprehend  the  way  of  the  Higheft?"* 

We  walk  continually  on  the  confines  of  the  fpiritual 
world :  it  is  on  our  right  hand,  and  on  our  left.  — 
Thoughtful  and  reverent  minds  realize  this  at  every 
ftep :  it  is  at  once  their  difcipline  and  their  comfort : 
it  urges  them  to  frequent  prayer,  keeps  them  ever 
watchful  againft  evil,  and  ftrengthens  them  by  the 
conviction  of  the  prefence  of  miniftering  angels.  In- 
ftances  of  divine  interpofition  through  vifions,  and 
myfterious  fuggeftions  of  the  Spirit,  are  numerous  and 
clearly  eftablifhed.  f  They  are  furely  not  lefs  realities, 


*  Efdras  iv.  v.  10,  n.     Compare  Job  xxvi.  ¥.14. 

f  See  Bifhop  Bull  on  the  nature  and  office  of  Angels.     See  alfo  the 
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nor  lefs  confirmed  to  our  deliberate  convictions,  be- 
caufe  impalpable  to  the  fenfes.  However  much, 
amidft  the  whirl  of  outward  objects,  men  may  boaft 
their  indifference  or  incredulity,  there  are  moments 
when,  in  the  ftillnefs  of  folitude,  or  in  the  darknefs  of 
the  night,  the  ftouteft  hearts  will  beat  at  the  leaft 
unexplained  noife  or  appearance,  and  witnefs  to  their 
involuntary  belief  in  the  deep  unfearchable  myfteries 
of  the  world  unfeen.  Revelation  being  as  far  above 
reafon,  as  reafon  is  beyond  the  fenfes,  the  difputants, 
viewing  the  fubject  through  different  media,  might 
have  failed  round  the  world  before  they  had  adjufted 
their  difference.  Their  arrival  at  Tangier,  and  the 
confufion  which  prevailed  there,  foon  turned  their 
minds  in  another  direction :  we  hear  no  more  of 
arguments,  except  when  they  took  the  fame  fide  to 
reprove  "  the  vicioufnefs  of  the  place." 

Thefe  difcuffions  ferved  at  leaft  to  beguile  the 
monotony  of  their  fea-life.  But  befides  his  official 
duties,  converfation,  and  mufic,  Ken  had  leifure  to 
indulge  in  his  tafte  for  poetry ;  for  he  now  compofed 
his  epic  poem  of  EDMUND.  *  Though  it  abounds  in 
thoughts  of  exalted  piety,  we  muft  confefs  that,  as  a 
literary  compofition,  it  vies  with  the  tedioufnefs  of  the 
African  voyage.  It  had  been  well  for  his  poetic  fame, 
if  the  Epic  had  been  configned  to  a  like  fate  with  the 
fubject  of  his  verfe,  the  Royal  Edmund, 

"  Heroe,  Martyr,  Saint  and  King," 


teftimony  of  Dr.  Brownrigg,  Bifhop  of  Exeter,  in  his  Life  by  Dr.  Gauden, 
1660,  i2mo,  p.  211. 

*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  24. 
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whom  he  defcribes  to  have  been  caft  into  the  fea  by 
the  failors,  on  a  voyage  to  Anglia,  at  the  instigation 
of  the  demons  and  monfters  of  the  deep.  * 

The  fleet  arrived  at  Tangier  after  five  weeks' 
pafTage. 

"  I4th  September.  Up  by  break  of  day  (entering  the 
mouth  of  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar)  to  fee  the  fhore  on  both 
fides  to  my  great  pleafure.  About  IO,  within  the  Bay  of 
Tangier. 

"  I5th.  Up  betimes  to  look  with  a  glafs  on  the  Moor's 
camp.f  (They  had  laid  fiege  to  the  town  with  a  confider- 
able  army.) 

"2iftSept.  Friday.  Evening.  With  Dr.  Trumbull  and 
Dr.  Ken,  to  fee  the  Parade,  and  fo  home.  J 

u  23  Sept.  Sunday.  Shaved  myfelf,  the  firft  time  fince 
coming  from  England.  With  my  Lord,  attended  by  all  the 

*  Whilft  truth  compels  us  thus  to  fpeak  of  the  poetic  merits  of 
EDMUND,  we  may  record  the  teftimony  of  Alexander  Knox  to  its 
devotional  fpirit.  Writing  to  his  intimate  friend,  Bifhop  Jebb,  he  fays, 
"  Pray  read  fome  gnomic  verfes  extracted  from  Bifhop  Ken,  as  they 
occur  in  a  very  long,  and  fometimes  dull,  epic  of  the  good  Bifhop's ; 
they  may  hitherto  have  efcaped  your  notice ;  to  me  they  feem  not 
merely  the  defcription,  but  the  effluence  of  a  very  mature  ftate  of  Chrif- 
tianity."  Thirty  Tears'  Correfpondence  between  BiJIiop  Jebb  and  Alexander 
Knox,  and  edit.  ii.  p.  260.  Knox  remarks,  "that  amongft  Proteftant 
divines  none  approach  nearer  the  primitive  ^warmth  of  foul  than  Bifhop 
Ken."  Remains  of  Alexander  Knox,  3rd  edit.  iii.  p.  109.  Dr.  Mark- 
land  alfo  obferves,  "  As  regards  Bifhop  Ken's  longer  poems, — the 
touching  devoutnefs  of  many  of  them  has  been  unregarded,  becaufe  of 
the  ungraceful  contrivances  and  heavy  movement  of  his  narrative. 
'  EDMUND,'  the  moft  important  of  thefe  produftions,  an  epic  poem,  in 
thirteen  Books,  is  faid  to  have  been  written  about  the  time  Ken  went 
to  Tangier.  In  this  work  are  defcribed  the  feveral  events  in  the  life  of 
Edmund,  whofe  anniverfary,  as  King  and  Martyr,  ftill  preferves  a  place 
in  our  calendar,  and  whofe  virtues  had  been  celebrated  by  an  earlier 
poet,  Lydgate."  Markland's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  106. 

f  Life,  Journal,  and  Correfpondence  of  Samuel  Pepys,  vol.  i.  pp.  354-5. 

J   Ibid.  p.  360. 
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officers  of  the  Garrifon,  with  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the 
city,  to  Church.  Dr.  Ken  made  an  excellent  fermon,  full  of 
the  fkill  of  a  preacher;  but  nothing  of  a  natural  philofopher, 
it  being  all  forced  meat.  From  the  Church  to  the  garden  of 
the  Parfon  of  the  parifh.  So,  with  Dr.  Trumbull  and  others, 
on  board  the  brigantine  within  the  mole,  to  fee  the  nature  of 
a  galley.  We  rowed  by  boat  with  Sir  J.  Berry  to  [the] 
Whitby,  in  fome  danger,  as  Dr.  Ken,  who  was  with  us, 
feemed  by  his  fear  to  think."  * 

They  found  the  mole,  and  the  town  itfelf,  un- 
worthy of  the  vaft  expenfe  which  had  been  incurred 
in  their  improvement.  "  How  could  any  body  ever 
think  a  place  fit  to  be  kept  at  this  charge  that,  over- 
look'd  by  fo  many  hills,  can  never  be  fecured  againft 
an  enemy ! "  "  The  place  an  ordinary  place.  Amazed 
to  think  how  the  King  hath  laid  out  fo  much  money 
upon  it.  Wondered  at  the  folly  of  the  King's  being 
at  all  this  charge  upon  this  town."  "  The  leaft  part 
of  our  minifters'  miftakes,  in  reference  to  Tangier, 
hath  been  leading  the  King  to  fquandering  near  two 
millions  upon  what  as  much  more  would  never  make 
ufeful  to  him."  The  CommirTioners,  appointed  to 
furvey  the  fortifications,  reported  that  "  to  fecure  the 
place  on  the  land  fide  would  require  two  millions."  f 

Lord  Dartmouth,  Dr.  Ken,  and  all  connected  with 
the  expedition,  fufFered  more  or  lefs  from  the  ill  effects 
of  the  African  climate.  "  The  expedition  mould  have 
been  fent  two  months  fooner,  that  they  might  have 
had  long  days,  and  fair  weather  above  head,  to  work 
on  the  mole,  before  the  ftorms  and  feas  came  on." 


*  Life,  Journal,  and  Correfpondence  of  Samuel  Pepys,  vol.  i.  p.  363. 
f  Ibid.  vol.  i.  paffim. 
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But  the  ignorance,  fupinenefs,  and  corruption  of  the 
people  at  Tangier,  who  were  to  aflift  in  executing  the 
King's  orders  caufed  the  greateft  difappointment :  fo 
that,  inftead  of  being  back  in  two  months,  it  took 
almoft  four  to  deftroy  the  fortifications.  Dartmouth 
fometimes  defpaired  of  accompliming  the  defign  from 
the  want  of  difcipline  among  the  naval  commanders, 
"  whofe  whole  care  was  to  profit  themfelves,  and  not 
the  public  fervice."  He  had  alfo  to  contend-  againft 
the  corrupt  influence,  and  fecret  oppofition  of  the 
Governor,  Colonel  Kirke, — a  ruthlefs  barbarian  and 
tyrant. 

Such  was  the  bad  condition  of  the  navy  in  the 
latter  part  of  this  reign,  that  England  muft  have 
fuffered  a  total  defeat,  if  the  war  with  Holland  had 
continued.  The  King's  mips  were  <f  converted  into 
carriers  of  merchandize  and  treafure,  for  their  own 
advantage,  from  Cadiz,  up  and  down  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  on  the  coaft  of  Portugal,  &c.  to  the  cor- 
rupting of  the  commanders  and  others."  "  We  have 
every  day  frem  inftances  of  their  debaucheries,  the 
King's  own  fon,  Grafton,  being  the  top  of  all."  "  The 
tyranny  and  vice  of  Kirke  is  ftupendous,  as  by  infinite 
ftories  appears ;  and  his  exactions  on  poor  merchants, 
letting  nothing  be  fold  till  he  had  the  refufal."* 

Dr.  Ken  did  all  in  his  power  to  ftem  this  torrent  of 
immorality,  but  in  vain  :  f 

"  3Oth  Septr-  Sunday.  To  church  (in  Tangier) ;  a  very 
fine  and  feafonable,  but  moft  unfuccefsful,  argument  from 

*  Life,  Journal,  and  Correfpondence  of  Samuel  Pepys,  vol.  i.  p.  403. 
•f-  See  Markland's  Life  of  Ken,  pp.  54.  to  57. 
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Dr.  Ken,  particularly  in  reproof  of  the  vices  of  this  town. 
I  was  in  pain  for  the  Governor,  and  the  officers  about  us  in 
church  ;  but  I  perceived  they  regarded  it  not. 

"  yth  Octo*  Sunday.  Church  :  Dr.  Ken  made  a  weak 
fermon  on  the  great  bufmefs  of  our  being  called  home.  * 

"  I4th  Octo*  Sunday.  From  Church,  and  dined,  by  invi- 
tation, with  Sir  W.  Booth  on  board  the  Grafton.  After 
dinner  Dr.  Ken  gave  us  a  fermon.  f 

"2ift  Octo'  Sunday.  To  Church,  Dr.  Ken  reading 
prayers.  Mr.  Hughes  preached  an  ordinary  fermon.  J 

"  23rd  Octo'  Tuefday.  At  fupper,  Dr.  Ken  told  my  Lord 
and  the  company  (Mr.  Hughes,  minifter  of  the  parifh,  being 
by)  how  Kirke  had  put  one  Roberts  on  the  parifh,  to  be 
reader,  who  will  fwear,  drink,  &c.,  as  freely  as  any  man  in 
the  town :  and  now  would  put  him  on  Shovel  to  be  his 
chaplain  in  the  James  galley.  But  Dr.  Ken  propofes,  and 
defires  my  Lord  to  put  in  one  Mercer,  fchoolmafter  of  the 
town,  for  feveral  reafons ;  among  the  reft,  keeping  out 
Roberts.  The  reason  for  Kirke's  thus  appearing  for  him  is, 
becaufe  he  is  brother  to  Mrs.  Collier,  his  miftrefs.  § 

"  26th  Octo*  Being  a  little  ill,  and  troubled  at  fo  much 
loofe  company  at  table,  my  Lord  not  being  there,  I  dined  in 
my  chamber;  and  Dr.  Ken,  for  the  fame  reafon,  came  and 
dined  with  me.  We  had  a  great  deal  of  good  difcourfe  on 
the  vicioufnefs  of  this  place,  and  it's  being  time  for  Almighty 
God  to  deftroy  it. 

"  28th  Octo'  Sunday.  Very  high  difcourfe  between  Dr. 
Ken  and  me  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  Governor  (Kirke)  on 
the  other,  about  the  exceffive  liberty  of  fwearing  we  obferve 
here.  The  Doctor,  it  feems,  had  preached  on  it  to-day.  || 


*  Life,  Journal,  and  Correfpondence  of  Samuel  Pepys,  vol.  i.  p.  384. 

f   Ibid.  p.  393.  J  Ibid.  p.  4.24. 

§  Ibid.  p.  432.  It  was  not  likely  that  Ken,  who  had  reproved 
adultery  in  his  King,  would  give  his  fanclion  to  fuch  a  profligate  ap- 
pointment by  a  man  whom  all  detefted  for  his  crimes. 

||  Life,  Journal,  and  Correfpondence  of  Samuel  Pepys,  vol.  i.  p.  439. 
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u  3rd  Nov*  Saturday.  Afternoon.  To  the  mole  to 
walk  with  my  Lord.  So  cold  that  I  came  back  again, 
and  went  to  vifit  Dr.  Ken,  who  keeps  his  chamber,  very 
ill  of  headache.  To  bed,  much  out  of  humour  with  my 
cold."  * 

At  length,  by  the  middle  of  January,  1684,  the 
fortifications  were  deflroyed :  but  the  fleet  was  pre- 
vented failing  for  England  till  the  5th  of  March. 
Much  time  was  fpent  in  concluding  a  treaty  with  the 
Moors  for  the  releafe  of  the  Chriftian  flaves,  arranging 
the  compenfation  to  the  Englifh,  Portuguefe,  and  other 
fettlers  for  their  lofs  of  property,  and  getting  them  all 
on  board.  Every  difficulty  was  interpofed  by  the 
wilfulnefs  of  Kirke,  whofe  peculations  and  tyranny 
were  to  be  brought  to  an  end :  but  the  party  on  board 
the  Grafton,  who  had  been  fo  much  fcandalized  by 
his  atrocities,  had  to  endure  the  infliction  of  his 
company,  as  a  fellow-pafTenger,  on  the  homeward 
voyage.  As  he  was  joined  with  Lord  Dartmouth 
and  Pepys  in  the  King's  commiffion  for  deftroying 
Tangier,  he  could  not  be  transferred  to  any  other 
than  the  Admiral's  (hip.  Mr.  Bowles  fays,  "  We 
know  not  what  was  the  refult  of  Ken's  inquiries  into 
the  ftate  of  flavery  in  Africa ;  but  we  know  that, 
in  the  fame  fhip  in  which  he  returned  to  England, 
was  embarked  a  greater  monfter  than  Africa — 
f  leonum  arida  nutrix' — ever  produced.  Among  the 
motley  band  of  Papal  foldiers  that  manned  that  dif- 
tant  garrifon,  was  embarked  for  England  that  Kirke, 
who  mowed  [afterwards]  in  the  town  of  Taunton 

*  Life,  Journal,  and  Correfpondence  of  Samuel  Pepys,  vol.  i.  p.  441. 
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where,  and  how  well,  he  had  learned  his  trade  of  deceit, 
and  luft,  and  murder ; — and  he  now  accompanied  home 
to  the  mores  of  Albion  the  humble,  humane,  and 
apoftolic  Ken.  Such  are  the  fortuitous  admixtures  of 
the  world."* 


*  Bowleses  Life  of  Ken,  vol.  ii.  p.  65. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Ken  returns  to  England — Death  of  Izaak  Walton;  and  of 
Bijhop  Morley — Ken  appointed  to  the  Bijhoprlc  of  Bath  and 
Wells — Attends  the  death-bed  of  Charles  II. 

HE  fleet  from  Tangier  caft  anchor  at 
Spithead  the  firft  week  in  April,  1684. 
It  may  be  inferred  from  Pepys's  Diary 
that  Ken  and  others  landed  at  Portf- 
mouth,  which  was  the  neareft  point  to 
his  friends  at  Winchefter.  We  may  imagine  the  alacrity 
with  which  he  efcaped  from  the  confufion  and  noife  on 
fhipboard,  fo  little  congenial  to  his  habits.  No  doubt 
he  had  found  this  fphere  of  ufefulnefs  difappointing 
to  his  hopes.  The  prevailing  corruption  and  immo- 
rality at  Tangier,  and  throughout  the  fleet,  were 
beyond  his  control  or  influence.  What  anticipations 
of  hope  and  fear  muft  he  have  felt,  as  he  came  within 
fight  of  the  Church  of  St.  Crofs,  and  after  that  the 
well  known  towers  of  Winchefter.  Alas  !  he  was  to 
receive  no  welcome  from  the  loved  lips,  that  for  fo 
many  years  had  cheered  him  onward  in  his  path ;  they 
were  clofed  for  this  world.  The  devout  Walton  had 
fallen  afleep ;  and  he  not  by  to  receive  his  laft  words, 
and  be  the  minifter  of  Chriftian  folace  in  his  parting 
hour !  Few  men  in  fo  humble  a  fphere  had  lived  a 
more  ufeful  life :  the  memory  of  few  is  more  che- 
rifhed.  His  writings  are  the  mirror  of  a  meek  fpirit, 
purified  by  a  fimple  devotion  to  God.  It  is  not  too 

P  2 
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much  to  fay,  that  they  have  been  our  comfort  under 
trials,  and  the  companion  of  our  holiday  walks :  they 
have  made  us  love  the  pleafantnefs  of  the  mountains, — 
they  have  decked  the  meadows  with  more  than  their 
native  flowers,  and  have  made  the  falls  of  rivers  more 
mufical ;  for  they  lift  the  hearts  of  the  afflicted  to 
their  only  Comforter,  and  the  thankful  praifes  of  the 
happy  to  the  divine  Author  of  every  Hefting.  Ken, 
amidft  his  regrets  for  fuch  a  lofs,  had  the  beft  comfort 
of  mourners, — the  conviction  that  he  who  had  been 
to  him  all  but  a  fpiritual  father,  had  left  this  jangling 
world  for  an  eternal  harmony  and  reft. 

Walton  had  been  already  three  months  buried 
within  Prior  Silkftead's  Chapel,  in  the  Cathedral, 
where  he  and  Ken  had  for  many  years  joined  in  the 
fervices  of  the  Church  they  both  loved  fo  well,  and 
had  each,  in  his  fphere,  fo  zealoufly  ferved.  We  may 
judge  of  their  mutual  attachment  by  the  epitaph  that 
ftill  marks  the  place  of  Walton's  burial,  and  which  in 
all  likelihood  was  written  by  Ken  himfelf ; 

HERE    RESTETH    THE    BODY    OF 

MR.  IZAAC  WALTON, 

WHO    DIED    THE    I5TH    OF    DECEMBER, 

I683. 

Alas,  he ' j  gone  before, 
Gone  to  return  no  more  ! 
Our  panting  breafts  afpire, 
After  their  aged  fire  j 
Whofe  <wellfpent  life  did  lajl 
Full  ninety  years  and  pa/}. 
But  no-~w  he  hath  begun 
That  *which  'will  ne^er  be  done. 
Cro-'wn'd  with  eternal  bliJJ'e, 
We  ewi/Ji  our  fouls  <with  his. 

VOTIS  MODESTIS  SIC  FLERUNT  LIBERI 
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He  had  not  been  forgotten  in  Walton's  will ;  being 
of  the  number  of  thofe  to  whom  memorial  rings  were 
bequeathed :  <f  to  my  brother  Doc"  Ken  a  ring,  with 
this  motto,  f  A  FRIEND'S  FAREWELL, — I.  W.  OBIIT 
1 5  DEC.  1683,'  "  But  he  received  a  memorial  of  ftill 
greater  value,  which  had  probably  been  promifed  to 
him  in  Walton's  lifetime  as  a  pledge  of  their  affection 
for  each  other.  Dr.  Donne  before  his  death  had  fent 
to  each  of  his  deareft  friends  a  ring  of  Heliotropian, 
or  blood  ftone,  on  which  was  engraved  the  figure  of 
the  blefTed  Saviour,  extended  upon  the  crofs  of  an 
anchor,  the  emblem  of  hope.f  Izaak  Walton  was  in 


*  The  will  thus  exprefles  his  wifh  in  regard  to  thefe  rings :  "  And  I 
give  to  my  fon-in-law,  Doctor  Hawkins  (whome  I  love  as  my  owne 
fon),  and  to  my  dafter,  his  wife,  and  my  fon  Izaak,  to  each  of  them  a 
ring  with  thefe  words  or  motto, — LOVE  MY  MEMORY,  I.  W.  obiit= 
to  the  Lord  Bimop  of  Winton  a  ring  with  this  motto, — A  MITE  FOR  A 
MILLION,  I.  W.  obiit.  And  to  the  friends  hereafter  named  I  give  to 
each  of  them  a  ring  with  this  motto, — A  FRIEND'S  FAREWELL,  I.  W. 
obiit. = And  my  will  is,  the  faide  rings  be  deliver'd  within  fortie  dayes 
after  my  deth,  and  that  the  price  or  valew  of  the  faide  rings  mail  be 
i3/.  $d.  a  peice."  Life  of  Mr.  Izaak  Walton,  by  Sir  Harris  Nicolas, 
prefixed  to  Pickering's  edition  of  The  Complete  Angler,  p.  ciii.  In 
the  lift  of  friends  to  whom  thefe  rings  are  bequeathed,  we  alfo  find  the 
names  of  Ion  Ken  and  his  wife,  Sir  George  [Thomas  ?]  and  Lady  Vernon, 
and  her  three  daughters,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beacham.  Izaak  Walton, 
his  fon  and  executor,  is  particularly  defired  to  be  "  kinde  to  his  Ante 
Rofe  Ken  according  to  her  neceffitie  and  his  own  abilitie ;  and  I 
comend  one  of  her  children  to  breide  up,  as  I  have  faide  I  intend  to 
doe,  if  he  mall  be  able  to  doe  it,  as  I  know  he  will ;  for  they  be  good 
folke."  In  reference  to  the  motto  on  the  ring  for  Morley,  "  A  mite  for 
a  million"  it  may  be  mentioned,  that  when  he  was  Bifhop  of  Wor- 
cefter,  Walton  was  his  "  Steward."  He  calls  him  "my  Steward"  in 
his  "  Vindication?''  of  himfelf  againft  Baxter's  reflections,  410,  1683,  p.  4 
of  "  The  Conclufion." 

f  Walton  thus  defcribes  the  interefting  bequefts  of  Donne  :  "  Before 
I  proceed  further,  I  think  fit  to  inform  the  reader,  that  not  long  before 
his  death  Dr.  Donne  caufed  to  be  drawn  a  figure  of  the  Body  of  Chrift, 
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the  lift  :  alfo  Sir  Henry  Wotton ;  Dr.  Hall, 
Bifhop  of  Exeter ;  Dr.  Duppa,  Bifhop  of  Sa- 
lifbury  ;  Dr.  King,  Bifhop  of  Chichefter,  and 
Mr.  George  Herbert.    It  was  Walton's  hap- 
pinefs  and  his  praife  to  be  one  of  fuch  a  Chriftian  circle : 
he  cherimed  the  gift  during  his  life,  andjealed  bis  loft 
will  with  if,  declaring  his  c<  beleife  to  be  in  all  poynts 
of  faith,  as  the  Church  of  England  now  proferTeth."4 
All  Ken's  letters  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  and  in  the 
porTeflion  of  Dr.  Williams,  Warden  of  New  College, 
bear  the  imprefs  of  this  feal,  as  alfo  his  own  will,  in 
which  he  profelTed  his  adherence  to  the  cc  Communion 
of  the  Church  of  England,  as  it  ftands  diftinguimed 
from  all  Papal  and  Puritan  innovations,  and  as  it  ad- 
heres to  the  doctrine  of  the  Crofs."  f     On  Ken's  death 
it    defcended  to  Ifaac  Walton,  junior,   who  likewije 
baled  his  will  with  it,  bearing  equal  teftimony  to  the 
"  Communion  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  having 
reformed  herfelf  with  that  found  judgement  and  godly 
fincerity,  as  to  be  the  foundeft  and  pureft  part  of  the 
Church  Catholic  at  this  time  exiftent."       Thus  in  life 


extended  upon  an  anchor,  like  thofe  which  painters  draw  when  they 
would  prefent  us  with  the  pi£hire  of  Chrift  crucified  on  the  Crofs  :  his 
varying  no  otherwife  than  to  affix  Him,  not  to  a  Crofs,  but  to  an 
anchor  (the  emblem  of  hope)  ;  this  he  caufed  to  be  drawn  in  little,  and 
then  many  of  thofe  figures  thus  drawn  to  be  engraven  veiy  fmall  in 
Helitropium  ftones,  and  fet  in  gold,  and  of  thefe  he  fent  to  many  of  his 
deareft  friends,  to  be  ufed  as  feals  or  rings,  and  kept  as  memorials  of 
him,  and  his  affeftion  to  them."  Walton's  Life  of  Dr.  Donne  :  Zouch's 
edit.  vol.  i.  p.  124. 

*  Life  of  Izaak  Walton,  by  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  prefixed  to  Pickering's 
edit,  of  The  Complete  Angler,  p.  ciii. 

f  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  27. 

J   Lif   of  Izaak  Walton,  by  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  p.  cxxv. 
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they  were  all  united  by  the  clofeft  bonds  of  affection, 
and  in  death  each  was  a  witnefs  to  the  Holy  Catholic 
and  Apoftolic  faith  of  the  Anglican  Church.  This 
little  Heliotropian  ftone,  fet  in  a  golden  ring,  and 
defcending  from  one  to  the  other  as  an  heir  loom,  was 
a  type  of  the  fucceffion  of  holy  men,  which  will  never 
be  wanting  in  the  Church  of  Chrifl.  * 

Twelve  months  had  not  glided  over  the  grave  of 
this  venerable  friend,  before  Ken  was  bereaved  of 
another,  fcarcely  lefs  dear  to  him,  —  one  to  whom 
he  was  bound  by  ties  of  gratitude,  and  by  kindred 
virtues.  He  was  fummoned  to  Farnham  Caftle  to 
receive  the  parting  benediction  of  the  munificent, 
learned,  and  felf-denying  Bifhop  of  Winchefter. 
Morley  had  abounded  in  good  works,  which  he  knew 
to  be  the  only  riches  he  could  carry  with  him  when 
he  died :  he  beftowed  his  wealth  freely  for  the  good 
of  others.  He  did  not  fc  fare  fumptuoufly  every 
day ;"  for  he  had  but  one  meal  in  the  twenty-four 
hours,  practifed  great  aufterity,  rofe  at  five  o'clock 
"winter  and  fummer,"  and  in  the  coldeft  mornings 
never  had  a  fire,  or  his  bed  warmed  at  night.  When 
his  infirmities  conducted  him  to  his  long  home,  where, 
that  he  might  fafely  arrive,  and  that  it  might  be  to 
him  a  place  of  everlafting  reft  and  happinefs,  "  he  did 
humbly  in  his  laft  days  beg  all  good  men's  prayers. "f 

*  The  ring  is  now  in  the  pofleffion  of  Henry  Alworth  Merewether, 
Efq.,  QX;.,  of  Bowden  Hill,  near  Chippenham,  who  is  defcended  from 
Walton  in  the  female  line.  He  derived  it  from  the  late  Dr.  Hawes, 
Minor  Canon  of  Salisbury  Cathedral,  who  was  alfo  connected  in  the 
fame  manner  with  Walton.  See  Pedigree  of  the  Family  of  Ken  in  the 
Appendix  to  his  Life  by  Markland,  p.  126. 

-j-  Wood's  Ath.  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  p.  772. 
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The  King,  when  he  appointed  him  to  the  See  of 
Winchefter,  foretold  that  he  would  never  be  the 
richer  for  it :  and  the  prediction  was  verified.  His 
hofpital  at  Winchefter,  built  and  endowed  for  the 
fupport  of  Clergymen's  widows  (himfelf  unmarried), 
is  but  one  example  of  his  munificence.  Again,  the 
rebuilding  of  Wolvefey  Houfe  for  the  Epifcopal 
Palace,  and  the  vaft  fums  he  expended  on  Farnham 
Caftle,  teftified  his  liberality  for  the  benefit  of  his 
fuccefTors  in  the  See.  His  rich  benefactions  to  Chrift 
Church  in  Oxford,  his  almoft  unequalled  contributions 
towards  the  rebuilding  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  after  the 
fire,  with  many  other  inftances,  proved  that  his  chofen 
treafury  was  in  heaven. 

Burner.,  in  his  Hiftory  of  his  own  Time,  fays,  "  he 
was  too  foon  provoked,  and  too  little  mafter  of  him- 
felf upon  thofe  occafions."  Lord  Clarendon,  on  the 
contrary,  reprefents  him  as  a  man  of  remarkable 
temper  and  prudence  in  converfation.  His  character 
will  live  in  the  imperimable  colours  of  that  Vandyke 
of  Hiftory.  Speaking  of  the  accomplished  Lord 
Falkland  and  his  friends,  Clarendon  fays, 

"  His  houfe  where  he  ufually  refided  (Tew,  or  Burford, 
in  Oxfordfhire)  being  within  ten  or  twelve  miles  of  the  Uni- 
verfity,  looked  like  the  Univerfity  itfelf,  by  the  company  that 
was  always  found  there.  There  was  Dr,  Sheldon,  Dr. 
Morley,  Dr.  Hammond,  Dr.  Earles,  Mr.  Chillingworth,  and 
indeed  all  men  of  eminent  parts  and  faculties  in  Oxford, 
befides  thofe  who  reforted  thither  from  London,  who  all 
found  their  lodgings  there  as  ready  as  in  the  Colleges."  *  *  *  * 
"  Dr.  Morley  was  a  gentleman  of  very  eminent  parts  in  all 
polite  learning ;  of  great  wit,  and  readinefs,  and  fubtilty  in 
difputation  ;  and  of  remarkable  temper  and  prudence  in  con- 
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verfation,  which  rendered  him  moft  grateful  in  all  the  beft 
company.  He  was  Chaplain  in  the  houfe,  and  to  the  family 
of  the  Lord  and  Lady  Carnarvon,  which  needed  a  wife  and  a 
wary  director.  From  fome  academic  contefts  he  had  been 
engaged  in  during  his  living  in  Chrift  Church  in  Oxford, 
where  he  was  always  of  the  firft  eminency,  he  had,  by  the 
natural  faction  and  animofity  of  thofe  difputes,  fallen  under 
the  reproach  of  holding  fome  opinions,  which  were  not  then 
grateful  to  thofe  Churchmen  who  had  the  greateft  power  in 
ecclefiaftical  promotions  :  and  fome  fliarp  anfwers  and  replies 
he  ufed  to  make  to  accidental  difcourfes,  and  which,  in  truth, 
were  made  for  mirth  and  pleafantnefs  fake  (as  he  was  of  the 
higheft  facetioulhefs)  were  reported  and  fpread  abroad  to  his 
prejudice  :  as  being  once  afked  by  a  grave  country  gentle- 
man (who  was  defirous  to  be  inftru&ed  what  their  tenets  and 
opinions  were)  c  what  the  Arminians  held,'  he  pleafantly 
anfwered,  that  c  they  held  all  the  beft  bijhoprics  and  deaneries 
in  England ;'  which  was  quickly  reported  abroad  as  Mr. 
Morley's  definition  of  the  Arminian  tenets.  Such  and  the 
like  harmlefs  and  jocular  fayings,  upon  many  accidental  occa- 
fions,  had  wrought  upon  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
Laud  (who  lived  to  change  his  mind,  and  to  have  a  juft 
efteem  for  him),  to  entertain  fome  prejudice  towards  him ; 
and  the  refpec~l  which  was  paid  him  by  many  eminent  perfons, 
as  John  Hampden,  Arthur  Goodwin,  and  others,  who  were 
not  thought  friends  to  the  profperity  the  Church  was  in,  made 
others  apprehend  that  he  was  not  enough  zealous  for  it.  But 
that  difaffe£lion  and  virulency  (which  few  men  had  then 
owned  and  difcovered)  no  fooner  appeared,  in  thofe  and  other 
men,  than  Dr.  Morley  made  hafte  as  publicly  to  oppofe  them, 
both  in  private  and  in  public  :  which  had  the  more  efFe<5t  to 
the  benefit  of  the  Church,  by  his  being  a  perfon  above  all 
poffible  reproach,  and  known  and  valued  by  more  perfons  of 
honour  than  moft  of  the  clergy  were,  and  being  not  only 
without  the  envy  of  any  preferment,  but  under  the  advantage 
of  a  difcounterianced  perfon.  And  as  he  was  afterwards 
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the  late  King's  Chaplain,  and  much  regarded  by  him,  and  as 
long  about  him  as  any  of  his  Chaplains  were  permitted  to 
attend  him  ;  fo  prefently  after  his  murder  he  left  the  kingdom, 
and  remained  in  banimment  till  his  Majefty's  [King  Charles 
the  Second's]  happy  return."  * 

Ken  had  the  happinefs  by  his  prefence  to  foothe  the 
laft  moments  of  his  dying  patron,  f  When  the  fpirit 
was  fled  he  fent  a  meflenger  to  his  friend  Francis 
Turner,  now  Bimop  of  Ely,  that  he  might  announce 
the  event  to  the  Primate.  Turner's  letter  to  Sancroft 
is  in  the  Bodleian  Library. 

"  Bromley,  October  30,  1684. 
"  May  it  pleafe  your  Grace, 

"  Late  yefterday  I  received  an  exprefs  from  Dr.  Ken, 
written  from  Farnham,  to  inform  me  that  it  pleafed  God  to 
releafe  the  good  old  Bifhop  out  of  all  the  miferys  of  this  life, 
between  two  and  three  of  the  clock  yefterday  morning.  So 
he  was  gathered  under  the  feet  of  St.  Simon  and  St.  Jude.  | 
I  fuppofe  this  authentique  intelligence  was  fent  me  to  Ely 


*  Lord  Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  and  Life,  in  one  vol., 
1843,  Oxford,  pp.  926,  928.  For  a  particular  account  of  Morley,  his 
life,  benefactions,  and  publications,  lee  Cafian's  Lives  of  the  Biftiops  of 
Winchefter,  vol.  ii.  p.  170. 

•f-  It  would  feem  that  Dr.  Fitzwilliam  alfo  attended  the  death-bed  of 
Morley,  for  Lady  Rachel  Ruflell  thus  writes  to  him  on  the  iyth  of 
November,  1684:  "I  would  not  fend  a  fad,  dull  paper  to  wander  up 
and  down,  as  fome  did  when  you  was  at  Farnham  with  the  good  Bifhop 
whofe  prefent  ftate  [of  blifs]  you  do  in  fuch  a  manner  defcribe,  as 
makes  me  feel  at  the  reading  (tho'  'tis  not  the  firft  time  neither)  a 
lightfomenefs  I  am  not  ufed  to,  and  by  a  kind  of  reflex  aft  make  it  my 
own  in  profpeft.  The  confideration  of  the  other  world  is  not  only  a 
very  great,  but  (in  my  fmall  judgement)  the  only  fupport  under  the 
greateft  of  afflictions  that  can  befall  us  here."  Lady  RufleH's  Letters, 
No.  xviii.  yth  edit.  1809. 

~l  The   2  8th  of  the    month   being  the  Feftival  of  St.   Simon   and 
St.  Jude. 
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Houfe  on  purpofe  that  I  might  trarifmit  it  to  your  Grace  at 
Lambeth,  together  with  my  trueft  duty,  which  I  {hall 
prefent  in  my  perfonal  attendance  (if  it  pleafe  God)  upon 
Sunday  morning. 

"  May  it  pleafe  your  Grace,  I  am 
Your  moft  obliged,  moft  obedient 
and  moft  affectionate  humble  fervant, 

FRAN.  ELIE."* 

According  to  his  exprefs  defire  Morley  was 
"decently  buried"  in  a  little  vault  in  Winchefter 
Cathedral,  "without  attendance  of  heralds,  or  any 
fecular  pomp  or  folemnity."  He  lies  in  peace  in  the 
fame  holy  ground  as  his  great  predecefTor  Wykeham, 
and  his  humble  friend  Izaak  Walton.  His  willf 
might  ferve  as  a  model  in  this  age,  fo  often  neglectful 
of  the  charge  and  privileges  that  our  wealth  lays  upon 
us,  when  few  men  in  their  laft  appointments  make 
fufficient  provifion  for  the  Church  and  the  poor.  It 
is  fo  remarkable  a  profeflion  of  faith,  and  fuch  a 
proof  of  his  humility,  and  of  his  earneft  defire  to 
promote  the  fpiritual  advancement  of  his  diocefe,  that 
a  few  extracts  cannot  but  be  interefting : 

"I,  George  Bp  of  Winchefter,  though  moft  unworthy  of 
fuch  an  highe  dignity,  charge,  and  truft  in  the  Church  of  God, 
being  at  prefent,  thanks  be  to  God,  in  health  of  body,  mind, 
and  memory,  but  withall  being  in  the  eighty-feaventh  yeare 
of  my  age,  and  therefore  beleiving  I  have  but  a  very  little 
while  longer  to  ftay  here  in  this  world,  doe  hereby  declare  this 
which  followes  to  be  my  laft  will  and  teftament.  Firft, 


*  Tanner  MSS.,  vol.  xxxii.  p.  165. 
f  Dated  izth  July,  1684. 
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therefore,  in  all  humility,  and  with  profound  reverence  to 
the  Divine  Majefty,  I  doe  refigne  and  recommend  my  im- 
mortall  foule  into  the  hands  of  my  moft  mercifull  Creator, 
our  Lord  God,  the  Father  Almighty,  wch  I  moft  humbly  and 
moft  earneftly  befeech  Him  that  Hee  would  be  pleafed,  not- 
withftanding  all  my  former  tranfgreffions,  rebellions,  and 
backflidings,  which  I  am  heartily  forry  for,  and  notwithftand- 
ing  my  prefent  unworthynefle,  to  receive  and  accept  of,  not 
for  any  merit  of  my  owne  (which  I  doe  utterly  difclaime  and 
renounce),  but  for  the  merit  and  fatis faction,  and  through 
the  mediation  and  interceflion  of  His  only  Sonne  and  our  only 
Saviour  and  Redeemer,  our  Lord  God  the  Sonne,  the  Lord 
God  Chrift  Jefus,  and  to  this  end  I  doe  in  His  name  and  for 
His  fake  moft  humbly  and  moft  earneftly  implore  the  Divine 
Goodnefle  to  give  me  more  and  more  grace  (during  the  (hort 
remainder  of  my  life)  dayly  to  renew  and  improve  my  repent- 
ance, and  more  and  more  to  mortify  all  my  evell  and  corrupt 
afFe&ions  by  the  gracious  and  moft  powerfull  affiftance  of  His 
moft  Holy  Spirit,  co-eternall  and  co-equall  with  the  Father 
and  the  Sonne,  our  Lord  God  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to  which 
moft  Holy  and  moft  Blefled  Trinity  in  Unity,  and  Unity  in 
Trinity  (whatfoever  becomes  of  all  fuch  fmfull  wretches  as 
I  am),  be  afcribed  and  given  (as  is  moft  due)  all  honour  and 
glory,  with  all  thankfgiving  and  obedience  both  in  Heaven 
and  Earth,  now  and  for  ever  more.  Amen." 

"  Secondly,  as  touching  my  body  (whenfoever  or  where- 
foever  I  (hall  dye)  my  will  is,  that,  as  foone  as  conveniently 
it  can,  it  may  without  attendance  of  heralds,  or  any  fecular 
pomp  or  folemnity,  be  decently  buryed  either  in  the  Bp's 
owne  private  Chappell,  or  in  one  of  the  Ifles  of  the  Cathe- 
drall  Church  at  Winchefter,  at  or  after  evening  prayer,  with 
the  Office  appointed  by  the  Church  for  the  buryall  of  the 
dead,  without  any  funerall  fermon  or  panegyricall  oration, 
becaufe  (befides  myne  owne  being  unworthy  of  any  fuch 
publicke  commemoration)  I  have  obferved  that  In  bujufmodi 
multiloquijs  aut  nunquam  aut  rare  dee/I  peccatum.  Neither 
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will  I  have  any  monument  or  {lately  tomb  erected  for  me, 
but  only  a  faire  black  marble  ftone  to  cover  my  grave,  with 
fuch  an  infcription  in  white  large  legible  characters  engraven 
upon  it  as  I  mall  leave  behind  me  to  that  end." 

He  gives  the  Communion  plate  of  his  private 
chapel  to  his  fucceflbrs  for  ever;  and  his  library  to 
the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Winchefter  Cathedral,  for 
the  ufe  of  fuch  Clergymen,  Country  Parfons,  Vicars 
and  Curates  of  the  Diocefe,  as  have  not  a  fufficient 
ftock  of  books  of  their  own,  nor  of  money  to  buy 
them.  He  defires  that  his  cc  epifcopal  habits,  and 
robe  of  the  Prelate  of  the  Garter,  may  not  be  cut  out 
in  pieces,  or  put  to  any  houfehold  or  unworthy  ufes, 
and  that  his  ordinary  ecclefiaftical  habits,  as  gowns, 
caffocks,  furplices,  &c.,  may  be  given  to  fuch  poor, 
honeft,  conformable  Clergymen  as  his  executor  thinks 
to  have  moft  need  of  them."  After  various  bequefls 
to  his  family,  and  fervants,  and  others,*  he  thus 
proceeds : — 

"  And  now  to  conclude,  as  I  began,  with  giving  unto  God, 
that  is  to  the  Church  and  the  poore  for  God's  fake,  I  doe  out 
of  the  remainder  of  that  which  God  hath  given  me  give  one 
thoufand  pounds  for  the  purchafeing  of  fifty  pounds  per  ann. 
yearly  rent  for  ever,  either  of  the  fee  farme  rents,  or  of  free- 
hold land  of  inheritance,  fuch  as  will  be  fure  to  yeild  the  rent 
over  and  above  all  taxes  and  other  infident  charges,  or  of  a 
yearly  rent  charge  of  fifty  pounds  per  ann.  for  ever,  free  from 
taxes  and  all  other  burdens,  and  fufficiently  fecured  to  be  and 


*  Ken,  as  one  of  the  Prebends  of  Winchefter,  had  the  bequeft  of  "  a 
ring  of  twenty  (hillings  and  mourning,"  and  ten  pounds  were  to  be 
given  to  "  the  poore  of  the  Soake,  near  Winchefter,"  as  alfo  donations 
to  the  poor  of  fix  other  parifhes. 
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to  continue  to  be  foe.  And  if  this  cannot  be  done  any  of 
thefe  wayes  for  a  thoufand  pounds,  that  foe  much  more  money 
(as  will  doe  it  one  or  other  of  thefe  wayes)  mail  be  added  to 
it  by  my  executor,  yea  though  perhaps  It  cannot  be  done 
without  felling  feme  of  my  moveable  goods  for  the  doeing  of 
it.  Now  of  this  fifty  pounds  per  ann.  I  give  twenty  pounds 
per  ann.  for  an  augmentation  to  the  Vicaridge  of  Farnham, 
in  Surrey,  to  be  paid  prefently  after  it  is  purchafed  (which  I 
hope  will  be  in  fix  months  after  my  deceafe,  if  not  before 
I  dye)  to  the  prefent  Vicar  and  his  fucceflbrs  by  tenne  pounds 
every  halfe  year,  from  time  to  time  for  ever,  either  by  my 
executor  and  his  heires,  or  by  fuch  as  I  (hall  make  my  truftees 
for  that  end  and  purpofe  :  but  upon  condicon,  firft,  that  the 
Vicar  who  is  to  have  augmentation  fhall  always  refide  upon 
this  Vicaridge,  notwithftanding  any  difpenfation  hee  may 
obtaine  or  be  offered  to  the  contrary.  Secondly,  upon  con- 
dicon alfo  that  hee  or  his  Curate  doe  reade  the  Comon 
Prayer^  or  publick  fervice  of  the  Church^  not  only  on  Sun- 
dayes,  and  Holydayes,  and  Wednefdayes,  and  Frydayes,  but 
every  day  in  the  weake^  morning  and  evening^  at  fbme  fuch 
houres  as  moft  of  devout  and  well  affected  people  may  moft 
conveniently  refort  unto  it.  Thirdly  and  laftly,  upon  con- 
dicon likewife  that  hee  or  his  Curate  fhall  catechyze  the 
children  and  fervants  of  the  parifh,  or  as  many  of  them  as 
will  come  to  be  catechyzed,  every  Sunday.  Item,  out  of  the 
aforefaid  fifty  pounds  per  ann.  I  give  twenty  pounds  per  ann. 
for  an  augmentation  of  maintenance  in  the  two  parifh  churches 
within  the  towne  of  Guilford,  in  Surrey,  after  they  fhall  be 
united  (as  I  hope  they  will  be  fhortly)  upon  fuch  condicons 
as  I  fhall  propofe  unto  them.  Item,  the  remaining  tenne 
pounds  per  annum  I  give  for  an  augmentation  to  the  Vica- 
ridge of  Horfwell,  in  Surrey,  upon  condicon  the  vicaridge 
houfe  and  tythes  be  reftored  to  the  Church,  and  thofe  that 
have  bought  the  great  tythes  do  fettle  tenne  pounds  a  yeare 
more  for  ever  upon  the  vicaridge,  and  upon  condicon  the 
Vicar  for  the  time  being  doe  reade  the  fervice  of  the  Church , 
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or  the  Comon  Prayer^  morning  and  evening^  dayly^  as  the  Vicar 
of  Farnha  is  obliged  to  doe."* 

It  might  be  fuppofed  that  Ken  had  now  loft  his  beft 
patron,  and  with  him  the  profpect  of  further  promo- 
tion. Faithful  and  intrepid  monitors  of  loyalty  are 
not  ufually  marers  in  Court  favours.  As  he  had 
never  fought  for  thefe,  we  might  expect  that,  amidft 
the  prevailing  corruption,  one  fo  unpretending  and 
holy  would  be  overlooked.  But  it  was  otherwife 
ordained.  Though  he  had  dared  to  rebuke  the  King's 
miftrefs,  and  thus  reminded  Charles  himfelf  of  his 
own  neglected  duties,  he  met  with  a  very  unexpected 
return.  Charles  was  not  wanting  in  difcernment  of 
character;  he  at  leaft  knew  how  to  reverence  in  another 
the  dignity  of  virtues  he  could  not  imitate,  f  He 
had  once  knelt  at  the  bed  fide  of  Bifhop  Duppa  to 
afk  his  Tutor's  dying  blefling,  and  now  generoufly 
forgave,  if  ever  he  ferioufly  refented,  his  Chaplain's 
faithfulnefs  in  reproof.  Ken's  fimplicity  and  blame- 
lefs  life  had  commended  him  to  the  veneration  of  all 
men:  his  bold,  fervid  eloquence  infpired  even  the 
thoughtlefs  monarch  with  a  fenfe  of  awe.  On  a 
former  occafion,  when  he  was  appointed  to  preach 

*  In  a  Codicil,  dated  a  year  afterwards,  "  having  by  God's  great 
mercy  lived  long  enough  to  have  another  halfe  yeares  rent  due  unto 
me,"  he  bequeaths  foo/.  to  the  building  of  his  Majefty's  Military 
Hofpital  at  Chelfea,  "  in  an  humble  and  grateful  acknowledgement  of 
the  King's  favour  and  kindneffe,  much  beyond  my  merite,  humbly 
befeeching  his  Majefty  to  accept  it,  as  being  all,  or  neare  all  I  have  left  to 
difpofe  of." 

-J-  Dr.  Markland  quotes  from  Bofwell  an  obfervation  of  Dr.  Johnfon 
on  the  character  of  Charles  II. :  "  He  was  licentious  in  his  practice,  but 
he  always  had  a  reverence  for  what  was  good.  He  knew  his  people, 
and  rewarded  merit.  The  Church  was  at  no  time  better  filled  than  in 
his  reign."  Life  of  Ken,  and  edit.  184.9,  P-  5%- 
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before  the  Court  at  Whitehall,  Charles  left  the  circle 
of  his  vicious  flatterers,  faying,  <c  I  muft  go  and  hear 
Ken  tell  me  of  my  faults."  Now  when  he  was  to 
decide  on  the  appointment  of  a  new  Bimop,  he 
enquired  in  his  own  characteriftic  way,  "  Where  is 
the  good  little  man  that  refufed  his  lodging  to  poor 
Nell?"* 

Independently  of  this  perfonal  refpect,  other  con- 
fiderations  perhaps  weighed  with  the  King  in  Dr. 
Ken's  advancement.  He  could  not  doubt  his  willing 
allegiance  in  all  that  might  confift  with  the  interefts 
of  the  Church.  Moreover,  Ken  held  the  doctrines 
of  c<  Paflive  obedience,  and  Non-refiftance."  Thefe 
had  been  eftablifhed  as  efTential  political  principles  by 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament  at  the  Reftoration,  but 
had  gradually  ceafed  to  be  part  of  the  popular  creed, 
in  confequence  of  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the 
King,  and  the  encouragement  given  to  Papifts.  It 
was  not,  however,  Ken's  habit  of  mind  to  change  his 
principles,  becaufe  other  men  did  fo ;  and  he  might, 
therefore,  be  fafely  depended  upon  to  maintain  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  Crown  in  any  extremity.  And  where 
could  Charles  hope  to  find  a  more  faithful  loyalift  than 
the  friend  of  Morley,  and  the  brother  of  Walton  ?  j~ 

*  I  can  find  no  authority  for  thefe  anecdotes  :  but  they  are,  perhaps, 
not  lefs  true  becaufe  traditionary.  Bowles's  verfion  is,  that  "  when 
many  applications  were  made  [for  the  vacant  Bifhopric],  and  the  fervices 
of  the  Dean,  Canon  of  Windfor,  Vicar  of  Twickenham,  &c.  [the  com- 
pliant Dean  Meggot]  were  put  forth,  the  King's  peremptory  orders 
were, — '  Odds  fifh  !  who  mall  have  Bath  and  Wells,  but  the  little  fello-iv 
who  would  not  give  POOR  NELLY  a  lodging.'  "  Life  of  Ken,  vol.  ii. 
p.  66. 

f  Honeft  Izaak  had  been  entruftcd,  after  the  battle  of  Worcefter, 
with  the  cuftody  of  the  lefier  George.  He  received  it  from  Mr.  Mil- 
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Burner.,  who  could  fcarcely  mention  Ken  without 
fome  ill-natured  remark,  gives  this  account  of  his 
advancement ; 

"  Ken  fucceeded  Mews  in  Bath  and  Wells — a  man  of  an 
afcetic  courfe  of  life,*  and  yet  of  a  very  lively  temper,  but 
too  hot  and  fudden.  He  had  a  very  edifying  way  of  preach- 
ing :  but  it  was  more  apt  to  move  the  paflions  than  to  inftru<5t, 
fo  that  his  fermons  were  rather  beautiful  than  folid ;  yet  his 
way  in  them  was  very  taking.  The  King  feemed  fond  of 
him ;  and  by  him  and  Turner  the  Papifts  hoped,  that  great 
progrefs  might  be  made  in  gaining,  or  at  leaft  deluding,  the 
clergy.  It  was  obferved  that  all  the  men  in  favour  among 
the  clergy  were  unmarried ;  from  whom  they  [the  Papifts] 
might  more  probably  promife  themfelves  a  difpofition  to  come 
over  to  them."  f 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  death  of  his  friend  Morley 
was  the  immediate  prelude  to  his  own  advancement. 
Dr.  Mews  being  tranflated  from  Bath  and  Wells  to 
Winchefter,  it  was  at  once  refolved  that  Ken  mould 
be  appointed  to  the  former  See.  <c  The  King  himfelf 

ward,  a  loyalift  prifoner  in  the  garrifon  of  Stafford,  and  reftored  it  to 
Colonel  Blague,  who  gave  it  into  the  King's  own  hand.  See  Afhmole's 
Hiftory  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter,  p  228.  There  may  have  been 
another  reafon  why  the  good  old  man  had  been  known  to  the  King, — 
for  Charles  himfelf  was  "  a  lover  of  the  angle."  See  Diary  of  Henry 
Sidney,  3oth  June  and  ift  July,  1679,  vol.  i.  p.  zo  j  and  Rerefby's 
Memoirs,  p.  232. 

*  Kennett  fays,  he  was  "  a  man  eminent  for  a  devotional  and  auftere 
life."  Kennett's  Complete  Hift.,  vol.  iii.  p.  422. 

f  Burnet's  Hiftory  of  his  own  Time,  edit.  1839,  pp.  382,  383.  He  is 
quite  inaccurate  in  this  laft  ftatement :  Turner,  Lloyd,  Frampton,  and 
others  were  married.  The  lively  pleafure  which  Ken  exprefled  at  the 
converfion  of  Colonel  Fitzpatrick  from  Romanifm,  and  his  hopes  of 
feveral  others  following  "  fo  good  an  example,"  which  he  confiders 
would  be  a  bleffing  to  them,  are  a  fufficient  anfwer  to  Burnet's  inuendo 
that  the  Papifts  expe&ed  to  gain  profelytes  by  Ken's  being  made  a 
Bifhop. 
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flopped  all  attempts  of  his  friends  (who  would  of  their 
own  inclination  have  applied  in  his  behalf)  with  this 
remarkable  faying,  that  Dr.  Ken  mould  fucceed,  but 
that  he  defigned  it  mould  be  from  his  own  peculiar 
appointment,  and  accordingly  the  King  himfelf  gave 
order  for  a  Conge  d'elire  to  pafs  the  Seals  for  that 
purpofe."*  Lord  Sunderland  thus  writes  to  Dr. 
Mews,  to  announce  his  intended  appointment  to 
Winchefter : — 

"  Whitehall,  4th  Nov.,  1684.+ 
"  My  Lord, 

"  The  King  having  been  pleafed  to  nominate  your  Lordfhip 
(of  whofe  good  fervices  to  the  Church  and  himfelf  he  is 
abundantly  fatisfied)  to  fucceed  the  late  Lord  Bifhop  of 
Winton  in  that  See,  I  would  not  omit  advifing  you  thereof 
by  the  firft  opportunity  :  and  alfb  to  let  you  know  the  parti- 
cular fatisfacStion  I  have  in  it,  as  being 

"  Your  Lordfhip's  moft  humble  Servant, 

"  SUNDERLAND."^: 

The  following  letter  in  the  Lord  Chamberlain's 
office,  dated  the  fame  day,  and  appointing  another 
Chaplain  to  preach  in  Ken's  dead,  mows  that  there 
was  no  hefitation  in  the  King's  mind,  as  to  his  fuc- 
ceeding  Dr.  Mews  at  Bath  and  Wells : — 

"  Court  at  Whitehall,  Nov.  4th,  1684. 
"  Sir, 

"  Whereas  I  have  thought  fit  to  appoint  you  to  give  your 
attendance  upon  His  Majeftie,  and  preach  in  the  moneth  of 
February,  in  the  place  of  Dr.  Ken^  who  is  removed  to  be  a 


*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  8. 
f  Morley  died  29th  Oftober,  1684. 
I  Secretary  of  State's  Letter  Books. 
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Bijhop ;  Thefe  are  therefore  to  pray  and  require  you  to  take 
notice  hereof,  and  that  you  may  make  your  repayre  unto  His 
Majeftie's  Court  wherefoever  it  fhall  then  be,  &c.  &c. 

"  Your  loving  friend, 

"  ARLINGTON, 

"  For  Mr.  Henry  Fox,  one  of  His  Majeftie's 
Chaplaynes  in  ordinary  in  wayting  in  ye 
moneth  of  February." 

After  his  election,  he  went  through  the  other  ufual 
forms,*  and  took  once  more  the  OATH  OF  ALLEGIANCE, 
that  turning  point  of  the  chief  events  which  marked 
the  laft  twenty  years  of  his  life.  He  was  confecrated 
at  Lambeth  Palace  on  the  Feftival  of  St.  Paul,  the 
25th  of  January  1685.  There  had  been  few  periods 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  Englifh  Church,  when  the  duties 
of  the  office  more  needed  the  qualities  of  that  great 
Apoftle  :  and  feldom,  perhaps,  were  they  undertaken 
with  more  finglenefs  of  purpofe,  humility,  and  felf- 
devotion. 

His  friend  Francis  Turner  had  been  made  Bimop 
of  Rochefter  in  1683,  and  in  the  next  year  tranflated 
to  Ely :  he  had  now  the  happinefs  to  give  Ken  his 
bleffing,  and,  with  the  Archbifhop  and  others,  to  lay 
hands  upon  his  head,  that  he  might  receive  admiflion 

*  The  date  of  his  ele&ion  by  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Wells  was 

1 6th  December,  1684. 
Letters  commendatory  from  the  King  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter, 

9th  January,  1685. 

Commiflion       .....     i4th  January,  1685. 
Confirmation     .         .         .         .         .     iyth  January,  1685. 
Confecration  in  Lambeth  Chapel        .     2  5th  January,  1685, 
on  Sunday,  the  Feftival  of  St.  Paul's  Converfion,  by  Henry 
Compton,  Bifhop  of  London,  Nathaniel  Crewe  of  Durham, 
William  Lloyd   of  Peterborough,  Francis  Turner  of  Ely, 
and  Thomas  Sprat  of  Rochefter. 
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into  the  fame  holy  office.  The  confecration  fermon 
was  preached  by  another  early  Wykehamift  friend,  and 
Co-Fellow  of  Winchester  College,  Edward  Young.* 
Fortunately  this  is  extant :  it  contains  paflages  of 
great  force,  which  throw  light  on  fome  points  of  the 
new  Bifhop's  character.  Perhaps  the  preacher  had 
given  a  promife  to  abftain  from  anything  like  praife. 
His  affection,  however,  founded  on  a  long  acquaint- 
ance with  the  virtues  of  Ken,  could  not  be  entirely 
repreffed :  but  he  has  treated  his  fubject  with  fuch 
{kill,  that  whilft  he  draws  throughout  the  true  portrait 
of  his  friend,  it  is  given  in  the  perfon  of  Timothy,  as 
combining  all  the  qualities  of  "  a  man  of  confirmed 
Faith." 

His  text  is  taken  from  the  2nd  Epiftle  of  St.  Paul 
to  Timothy,  ch.  i.  v.  6  :  "  Wherefore  I  •put  thee  in 
remembrance  that  thou  ftir  up  the  Gift  of  God,  which  is 
in  thee  by  the  putting  on  of  my  hands"  He  blefTes  God 
for  the  great  happinefs  and  glory  of  the  Church  in  the 
King's  folicitude  to  make  choice  of  one,  who  by  his 
ardent  love  and  zeal  would  lead  men  towards  Heaven. 
Speaking  of  the  unwillingnefs  of  Bifhops  in  the  pri- 
mitive ages  to  undertake  the  office,  from  its  refponfi- 
bilities  and  danger,  he  intimates  that  Ken  had  not  only 
been  "  wifltd  and  nominated,  but  fought,  woo'd,  and 
commanded  out  of  his  retirement  to  the  undertaking 
of  the  charge '."f  He  tells  him  not  to  fcruple;  for 


*  Canon,  and  fubfequently  Dean,  of  Salisbury ;  alfo  Chaplain  in 
Ordinary  and  Clerk  of  the  Clofet.  He  was  father  to  Edward  Young, 
the  author  of  "  The  Night  Thoughts,'"  who  was  alfo  a  Wykehamift. 
Walcott's  William  of  Wykeham,  p.  419  5  and  Johnibn's  Lives  of  the 
Poets.  The  Sermon  was  publifhed  in  ^.to,  1685 

f  This  receives  confirmation  from  a  paflage  in  Ken's  Poems. 
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"  when  God  (Who  makes  fufficient  whom  He  pleafeth) 
determines  fuch  a  charge  for  a  man,  then  compliance 
is  fafe,  and  the  bleffing  indubitable  ;  it  is  a  providential 
defignation."  The  Gift  or  Effufion  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  which  Timothy  received  at  his  confecration,  he 
diftributes  into  three  particular  graces,  enumerated  by 
St.  Paul  in  the  verfe  following  the  text, — might,  love, 
and  a  found mind;  and  all  thefe  he  applies  to  Ken  with 
fuitable  encouragements  and  advice.  He  concludes 
his  eloquent  difcourfe  with  this  exhortation  and  pro- 
mife  to  Ken : 

"  And  now  (O  Timothy)  fee,  here  are  the  arts  of  thy 
Government ;  continue  in  thefe,  and  thou  needeft  no  other 
policy ;  God  will  take  all  the  other  care  that  is  neceflary  for 
the  eftablifhment  of  His  own  Church.  Do  thou  c  ftir  up  the 
Gift  of  God  which  is  in  thee  ;'  do  thou  quicken  the  divine 
4  coal  that  toucheth  thee,'  and  thy  coal  fhall  blaze  into  a 
flame,  and  thy  flame  fhall  be  ennobled  into  a  ftar,  a  vaft  orb 
of  light,  fuch  as  {hall  crown  the  head  of  all  thofe  happy 
men,  who  by  their  conduct  and  example  c  turn  many  unto 
righteoufnefs.'  ' 

Thus,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight,  Ken  was  raifed  to 
the  moft  refponfible  office  of  the  Church  to  which  he 
had  already  dedicated  the  prime  of  his  life.  He  was 
no  longer  to  enjoy  a  retirement  that  favoured  the  fub- 
duing  of  earthly  temptations,  being  called  to  a  wider 
range  of  public  duties.  Yet  in  this  elevation  we  mail 
find  him  more  and  more  fervent  in  the  exercife  of  the 
lowly  graces  of  charity,  felf-denial,  and  prayer.  His 
life  was  now  to  exhibit  in  a  fuller  light  that  exalted 
love  of  God,  which  was  the  very  food  of  his  foul,  and 
which  is  fo  beautifully  exprefTed  in  all  his  prayers, 
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and  in  fo  many  of  his  poems.*  His  confiftency  had 
already  been  tried  in  a  fubordinate  ftation.  Now,  as 
the  favourite  of  an  irreligious  Prince,  whofe  very 
preference  of  him  might  involve  temptations  to  un- 
faithful acquiefcence,  he  was  called  to  a  yet  more 
rigid  exercife  of  conftancy  in  maintaining  the  truth  of 
doctrine,  and  purity  of  life,  openly  fet  at  nought  in  a 
profligate  court.  To  be  humble  and  meek,  yet  jealous 
for  God's  honour, — patient  and  forbearing,  yet  bold 
in  reproof, — required  the  exercife  of  qualities  not 
generally  united  in  the  fame  perfon. 

It  was  on  Sunday,  and  the  Feftival  of  the  Conver- 
flon  of  St.  Paul,  that  he   had  been  confecrated.     It 


*  To  give  one  example  only ; 

"  Lord,  when  Thy  mighty  Notion  fills  my  mind, 
No  words  to  vent  that  boundlefs  thought  I  find  j 
Thou  all  perfection,  Thou  all  lovely  art, 
And  fhould'ft  Thou  not  Thyfelf  to  us  impart, 
ShoukTft  Thou  bare  being  give,  and  heav'n  detain, 
Thou  yet  all  intelle<*tual  love  would'it  gain  : 
Thy  lovelinefs  no  mind  can  ever  know, 
But  muft  enamour'd  of  Thy  Godhead  grow  5 
In  Thee  all  that  is  amiable  or  fweet, 
All  irrefiftible  attraftives  meet ; 
Nothing  or  charms,  or  beauty  can  pofTefs, 
But  what  it  borrows  of  Thy  lovelinefs  ; 
Incomprehenfible  Thou  art,  above 
My  utmoft  thought,  but  not  beyond  my  love ; 
High  as  Thou  art,  Thou  canft  not  love  tranfcend, 
I  love  Thee  more,  the  lefs  I  comprehend  ; 
The  more  Thou  art  above  expreflion  raised, 
Thou  art  the  nobler  fubje<5t  to  be  prais'd ; 
But  mould  I  love  in  moft  intenfe  degree, 
How  incommenfurate  is  all  to  Thee  ? 
Lord,  I  now  love  by  faith  ;  — a  loftier  flight 
My  Love  will  take,  when  I  mail  love  by  fight." 

Ken's  Poems,  vol.  ii.  p.  5  :  "  God's  Attributes  or  Perfections." 


1685]     Bijhop  of  Bath  and  Wells.         231 

had  been  ufual  on  thefe  occafions  for  the  new  Bifhop, 
at  his  own  charge,  but  in  the  palace  of  the  Archbifhop, 
to  give  "  a  very  fplendid  and  magnificent  dinner  to 
the  greateft  of  the  nobility, — clergy,  judges,  privy 
counfellors,  &c.,  honouring  it  with  their  prefence."* 
Inftead  of  this,  Ken  dedicated  the  fum  it  would  have 
coft  to  a  holier  purpofe. 

He  was  poor  in  this  world's  poffefTions.  In  dif- 
pofing  of  the  income  of  his  Fellowmip  and  Prebendal 
flail  at  Winchefter,  he  considered  himfelf  {imply  as 
God's  almoner.  To  purchafe  a  heavenly  treafure  he 
ever  diftributed  all  he  had ;  fo  that  when  he  was  con- 
fecrated  Bimop,  Mr.  Francis  Morley,  the  nephew  of 
his  late  friend,  "  knowing  how  little  he  had  provided 
for  fuch  an  expence  as  attends  the  entrance  and  conti- 
nuance in  fuch  a  chair,  moil  generoufly  offered,  and 
lent  him,  a  confiderable  fum  to  defray  his  expences, 
and  furnifh  him  with  an  equipage  as  his  ftation 
required."!  But  even  of  this  benevolence  he  made 
a  firft  fruit's  offering  to  the  glory  of  God.  In  the 
general  lift  of  contributors  to  the  rebuilding  of  St. 
Paul's  Cathedral,  deftroyed  in  the  late  fire  of  London, 
we  find  this  entry  : — 

January  26th,   1684-5,  Dr.  Thomas  Ken, 

Lord  Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  in  lieu       ioo/. 
of  his  confecration  dinner  and  gloves.  J 


*  Chamberlayne's  Anglias  Notitia,  part  ii.  p.  22,  1682. 

-j-  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  20. 

J  Dugdale's  Hiftory  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  p.  168.  Dr.  John  Fell 
firft  fet  this  example  two  years  before,  when  he  was  confecrated  to  the 
See  of  Oxford.  Allb  Groome's  Dignity  of  the  Clergy,  8vo,  1710, 
p.  225. 
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His  thus  applying  the  fum  ufually  expended  in  a 
fumptuous  feftival,  was  an  innovation  that  marks,  not 
merely  his  charitable  temper,  but  his  good  fenfe,  his 
love  of  fimplicity,  and  his  exalted  notion  of  the  fpi- 
ritual  character  of  his  office.  In  Bifhop  Fell,  a  prelate 
of  hereditary  and  almoft  boundlefs  munificence,  he 
had  a  precedent  which  none  could  gainfay  or  mif- 
underftand.  We  can  better  eftimate  the  holy  fingu- 
larity  of  Fell  and  Ken,  by  the  fact  that  Dr.  John 
Earle,  who  was  "  a  man  univerfally  beloved  for  his 
fweet  and  gentle  difpofition,  moft  humble  and  meek, 
an  excellent  fcholar  and  rare  preacher," — expended 
near  6oo/.  on  "  one  of  the  moft  plentiful  and  magni- 
ficent dinners"  that  the  courtly  John  Evelyn  "  ever 
faw  in  his  life."4  The  cuftom  had,  doubtlefs,  de- 
fcended  from  ancient  times :  and  in  the  fable  of  the 
Nag's  Head  confecration,  we  are  reminded  how  the 
dinner,  provided  by  Archbifhop  Parker,  at  the  tavern 
of  that  name,  for  the  CommirTioners  who  had  con- 
firmed his  election,  brought  a  fcandal  on  our  reformed 
Church,  which  it  has  been  the  work  of  three  centuries 
effectually  to  difprove  and  filence.f 


*  Evelyn's  Diary,  3oth  November,  1662.  There  was  alfo  "  a  mighty 
feaft,  all  the  nobility  in  town,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  Sheriffs, 
Duke  of  Albemarle,  &c.  being  prefent,"  at  Sheldon's  tranflation  from 
London  to  Canterbury,  on  the  31  ft  of  Auguft,  1663  ;  Evelyn's  Diary. 

•f-  Lingard's  Hiftory  of  England,  5th  edit.  vol.  vi.  p.  670.  Heylin's 
Hiftory  of  the  Reformation,  1849,  edited  by  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Robertfon, 
for  the  Eccles.  Hift.  Society,  8vo,  vol.  ii.  p.  309.  At  Parker's  confe- 
cration there  was  "  a  plentiful  dinner"  at  Lambeth.  Burnet  fays, 
that  "  Leighton  told  him  he  was  ftruck  with  the  feafting  and  jollity 
of  the  day  of  his  confecration,  and  thought  it  had  not  fuch  an  appear- 
ance of  ferioufnefs  or  piety  as  became  the  new  modelling  of  a  Church." 
Burnet's  Hift.  of  his  own  Time. 
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Ken's  fubfcription  to  St.  Paul's  was  made  the  day 
after  his  confecration.*  And  here  it  may  be  noticed, 
that  he  gave  3<D/.  towards  building  the  new  fchool-room 
at  Winchefter. 'f  His  name  alfo  appears  among  the 
contributors  to  the  College  Library,  to  which  he  gave 
3<D/.  and  feveral  fcarce  and  valuable  books.  £  Well 
might  Hawkins  fay,  "  if  any  mould  imagine  that  he  was 
given  to  extravagance,  in  that  having  enjoyed  fuch 
preferments  he  was  ftill  poor,  it  may  be  obferved  that, 
if  there  can  be  an  extravagant  in  good  works,  he  was 
Juch  in  that  moft  excellent  gift  of  charity ."  §  And  again, 
"  his  whole  fortune  lying  in  his  preferments,  thofe  of 
his  relations  who  were  neceflitous  (but  whom  he  could 
never  regard  the  lefs  for  their  being  fo)  were  a  con- 
tinual drain  on  his  revenue :  and  he  feemed  to  joy 
with  thofe  who  lived  in  more  plenty,  not  more  for 
their  own  well-being,  than  that  thereby  he  was  at 

*  On  this  day  alfo  he  refigned  his  Fellowfhip  of  Winchefter  :  the  fol- 
lowing is  the  entry  in  the  College  Rolls : 

"  Nos  Thomas,  permiffione  Divind  Eathon  et  Wellen  Epifcopus,  et 
Collegii  Bt^  M™  prope  Wlnton  Socius,  totum  jus  quod  habemus,  <vel 
unquam  habuimus,  in  ifto  Collegia  in  manus  Venerabilis  <viri  Dni  Johannis 
Nicholas  S.  T.  P.  et  ejufdem  Collegii  Cujlodis  libenter  rejignamus.  In 
cujus  rei  tejlimonium  Sigillum  nojlrum  Epifcopale  apponi  fecimus.  Jan. 
26,  1684.  "  THOMAS  BATHOX  ET  W ELLP.X  ," 

f  Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  Winchefter;  izmo,  1773.  The  found- 
ation of  the  fchool-room  was  laid  in  September,  1683,  and  it  was 
finifhed  on  the  nth  of  June,  1687.  Bifhop  Morley  gave  io/.  and  40 
oaks,  and  Francis  Turner,  Bifhop  of  Ely,  2o/.  Ken's  name  is  acci- 
dentally omitted  in  Walcott's  William  of  Wykeham,  p.  230. 

J  "  Thomas  Ken  ;  Hujus  Collegii  Socius  dedit, 

Comptoni  Carleton  Theolog.  Scholaft.    2  vols. 
Ejufdem  Philofophia  Univerfi. 
Bonfrerii  Pentateuchum. 
Folingii  Pfalterium." 
Lift  of  Contributors,  kept  at  the  Libraiy  of  Winchefter. 

§  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  21. 
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liberty  to  difpenfe  the  remainder  of  his  income  to 
neceflitous  {Grangers,  which  he  always  did  with  fo  open 
a  bounty,  that  he  became  a  common  father  to  all  the 
Jons  and  daughters  of  affliction"  * 

It  was  on  Sunday,  and  the  Feftival  of  St.  Paul,  that 
he  was  confecrated :  and  now,  in  order  to  eftimate  the 
difficulties  that  were  likely  to  befet  his  path,  let  us, 
from  the  meditations  of  the  new-made  Bimop,  turn  to 
the  fpectacle  of  King  Charles,  and  his  diflblute  court, 
on  the  fame  evening.  <c  I  faw  (fays  Evelyn,  who  was 
witnefs  to  it)  this  evening  fuch  a  fcene  of  profufe 
gaming,  and  the  King  in  the  midft  of  his  three  concu- 
bines, as  I  had  never  before  feen — luxurious  dallying 
and  profanenefs."  25th  January,  1685.  f  And  after- 
wards, referring  to  the  fame  ocean" on,  he  adds,  <(  I  can 
never  forget  the  inexpreflible  luxury,  and  profanenefs, 
gaming,  and  all  diflblutenefs,  and  as  it  were  total  for- 
getfulnefs  of  God  (it  being  Sunday  evening),  which 
this  day  fe'nnight  I  was  witnefs  of:  the  King  fitting 
and  toying  with  his  concubines  Portfmouth,  Cleveland, 
and  Mazarine,  &c.,  a  French  boy  ringing  love-fongs 
in  that  glorious  gallery,  whilft  about  twenty  of  the 
great  courtiers,  and  other  diflblute  perfons,  were  at 
BafTet  round  a  large  table,  a  bank  of  at  leaft  2,ooo/. 
in  gold  before  them ;  upon  which  two  gentlemen,  who 
were  with  me,  made  reflections  with  aftonimment. 
Six  days  after,  all  was  in  the  duft"  £ 

Yes, — within  one  fhort  week  from  his  confecra- 
tion,  Ken,  "  the  moil  in  favour  with  him  of  all  the 


*   Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p  22. 

f   Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.  ii.  p.  203.  \  Ibid.  p.  210. 
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Bifhops,"  *  was  fuddenly  fummoned  to  the  bed-fide  of 
the  dying  King.  The  cold  hand  was  already  laid  upon 
Charles.  Difmay  and  confufion  now  reigned  within 
the  palace,  which  but  as  yefterday  furnifhed  a  fcene  of 
fuch  manifold  wickednefs  as  Evelyn  fays,  "  he  had 
never  before  feen."  The  death-fummons  came  over 
thofe  ungodly  revellers  like  the  hand-writing  on  the 
wall  at  Belfhazzar's  feaft.  "  Then  the  king's  counte- 
nance was  changed,  and  his  thoughts  troubled  him,  fo 
that  the  joints  of  his  loins  were  loofed,  and  his  knees 
fmote  one  againft  the  other."  Burnet  thus  defcribes 
the  fatal  attack  of  Charles  ;  "  the  phyfician  was  fcarce 
come  in,  when  the  King,  who  feemed  all  the  while  to 
be  in  great  confufion,  fell  down  all  of  a  fudden  in  a 
fit,  like  an  apoplexy  :  he  looked  black,  and  his  eyes 
turned  in  his  head."f 

Did  we  juftly  view  it,  the  life  of  a  reprobate  man 
is  a  dreadful  fpectacle ;  how  much  more  his  death ! 
Whether  peafant  or  king,  each  is  fufceptible  of  the 
fame  vilenefs,  each  referved  for  a  like  doom,  according 
to  the  meafure  of  his  opportunities  mifufed.  In  life, 
a  throne  can  lift  the  one  but  a  few  fteps  above  the 
earth  on  which  the  other  toils :  in  death,  a  common 
grave  reduces  them  to  a  level ;  fome  few  feet  above  or 
below  the  furface  make  the  king,  or  the  corpfe.  Ken 
could  not  but  be  deeply  affected  by  the  awful  fcene. 
As  he  had  before  been  a  monitor,  he  would  now  fain 
act  the  part  of  a  comforter.  tf  Thofe  who  aflifted  his 
Majefty's  devotions  were,  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter- 


*   Bur-net's  Hiftory  of  his  own  Time,  Edit1.1 1839,  P-  392- 
-(-   Ibid.  p.  391. 
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bury,*  the  Bifhops  of  London,  Durham,  and  Ely,  but 
more  efpecially  Dr.  Ken,  Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells. "f 

"  And  now,  at  this  jun&ure  it  was,  when  the  King's 
period  of  life  drew  near,  his  diftemper  feizing  his  head,  and 
our  Bifhop,  well  knowing  how  much  had  been  put  off  to  that 
laft  point,  and  fearing  the  ftrength  of  his  diftemper  would 
give  him  but  little  time  (as  indeed  it  proved),  his  duty  urging 
him,  he  gave  a  clofe  attendance  by  the  royal  bed,  without  any 
intermtjjion  at  leajt  for  three  whole  days  and  nights^  watching 
at  proper  intervals,  to  fuggeft  pious  and  proper  thoughts,  and 
ejaculations  on  fo  ferious  an  occafion."  J  "  Having  homely 
urged  the  neceffity  of  a  full,  and  prevailed,  as  is  hoped,  for  a 
fmcere  repentance,  the  Bifhop  feveral  times  propofed  the 
adminiftration  of  the  Holy  Sacrament.  But  although  it  was 
not  abfolutely  rejected,  it  was  yet  delayed  from  time  to 
time,  till  (I  know  not  by  what  authority)  the  Bifhop,  and  all 
others  prefent,  were  put  forth  from  the  prefence  for  about 
the  fpace  of  half  an  hour,  during  which  time  it  has  been  fug- 


*  It  would  appear  from  the  following  letter  to  the  Archbifhop  from 
Turner,  Bifhop  of  Ely,  that  Sancroft  was  not  very  prompt  in  his 
attendance  : 

"  My  Lord, 

"  I  am  advis'd  by  fome  y*  love  us,  and  honor  yr  Grace,  to  write  you 
this  fhort  account  of  the  King's  condition.  His  feavor  is  high  uppo  him, 
and  hee  breaths  extreme  fhort.  His  Phyfitians  are  divided  ;  fom  of  ym 
fay  hee  is  in  extreame  and  iinediate  danger  :  they  ladly  foretell  this  night 
will  be  a  black  one.  Moft  of  the  Bp9  are  heere,  and  feveral  Lords  afke 
where  is  my  Lord  Archbp.  ?  If  yr  Grace  thinkes  fitt  to  come  over  pre- 
fently,  I  mall  attend  to  give  you  further  informations. 

"  Yr  Grace's  moft  obedient  Serv1, 

"  FRAN.  ELIE. 
"  Thurfday, 

between  6  and  7  at  night. 

Whitehall." 

Tanner  MSS.,  vol.  xxxii.  fol.  22. 
f  Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.  ii.  p.  205. 
J  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  10. 
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gefted  that  Father  Huddleftone  was  admitted  to  give  extreme 
un&ion."* 

Such  is  the  fimple  narrative  of  Hawkins,  which  he, 
no  doubt,  received  from  Ken  himfelf.  It  differs 
effentially  from  that  of  Burnet,  who  was  not  prefent, 
yet  according  to  his  frequent  cuftom  ventures  un- 
authenticated  and  prejudiced  ftatements.  He  fays, 

"  Ken  applied  himfelf  much  to  the  awakening  of  the 
King's  confcience.  He  fpoke  with  great  elevation  both  of 
thought  and  expreflion,  like  a  man  infpired,  as  thofe  who 
were  prefent  told  me.  He  refumed  the  matter  often,  and 
pronounced  many  (hort  ejaculations  and  prayers  which 
affected  all  that  were  prefent,  except  him  that  was  the  moft 
concerned,  who  feemed  to  take  no  notice  of  him,  and  made 
no  anfwers  to  him.  He  prefled  the  King  fix  or  feven  times 
to  receive  the  Sacrament :  but  the  King  always  declined  it, 
faying  he  was  very  weak.  A  table  with  the  elements  upon 
it,  ready  to  be  confecrated,  was  brought  into  the  room,  which 
occafioned  a  report  to  be  then  fpread  about  that  he  had 
received  it.  Ken  prefled  him  to  declare  that  he  defired  it, 
and  that  he  died  in  communion  of  the  Church  of  England. 
To  that  he  anfwered  nothing.  Ken  afked  him  if  he  defired 
abfolution  of  his  fins.  It  feems  the  King,  if  he  then  thought 
anything  at  all,  thought  that  would  do  him  no  hurt.  So  Ken 
pronounced  it  over  him  :  for  which  he  was  blamed,  fince  the 
King  exprefled  no  fenfe  of  fbrrow  for  his  paft  life,  nor  any 
purpofe  of  amendment.  It  was  thought  to  be  a  proftitution 
of  the  peace  of  the  Church,  to  give  it  to  one  who,  after  a  life 

*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p  12. 

There  is  a  fhort  notice  of  Ken  in  a  book,  entitled,  "  Memoirs  of 
the  moft  Illuitrious  Perfons  who  died  in  1711,"  8vo,  1712.  It  ftates 
(p.  437)  that  the  Bifhop  urged  the  King  for  this,  among  other  reafons, 
"  that  he  had  adminiftered  that  ordinance  to  him  but  the  Chriftmas 
before."  Evelyn,  in  his  Diary,  fays,  Charles  communicated  on  Eafter- 
day  in  the  preceding  year,  joth  March,  1684..  Thefe  fafts  prove  his 
outward  conformity  to  the  Englifh  Church  to  within  a  very  fhort 
period  of  his  death. 
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led  as  the  King's  had  been,  feemed  to  harden  himfelf  againft 
everything  that  could  be  faid  to  him."* 

Nothing  can  be  more  culpably  erroneous  than  this 
laft  part  of  Burnet's  ftatement.  It  is  one  of  the  many 
inftances  of  the  prejudice  and  unfcrupulous  boldnefs 
of  this  celebrated  writer,  who  was  a  principal  mover 
of  the  Revolution,  and  Implacable  towards  the  houfe 
of  Stuart,  of  which  Ken  was  fo  inflexible  an  adherent. 
Burnet  was  a  powerful  difputant  in  the  controversies 
of  his  time :  as  an  hiftorian,  fo  partial,  that  our  admi- 
ration of  his  talents  frequently  yields  to  aftoniftiment 
at  his  reckleflhefs.f  As  a  counfellor  of  William,  he 
inflicted  deep  wounds  on  the  Church  of  England,  and 
lent  his  aid  to  abolifh  Epifcopacy  in  Scotland.  His 
account  of  the  laft  moments  of  Charles  is  inconfiftent 
with  itfelf.  He  would  have  it  appear  that  the  King 
neither  thought,  nor  fpoke,  nor  cared  about  religion : 
yet  in  another  place  he  admits,  that,  <c  after  fuch  a 
confeflion  to  Huddleftone,  the  Prieft,  as  he  could 
make  (in  his  exhaufted  ftate),  and  receiving  abfolu- 
tion,  and  the  other  Sacraments,  he  feemed  to  be  at 
great  eafe  upon  it."  He  was  not  prefent  at  the  fcene  ; 
and  he  might  have  given  Bimop  Ken  credit  for  a  juft 
fenfe  of  refponfibility  in  pronouncing  the  peace  of  the 
Church,  admitting,  as  he  does,  that  he  fc  fpoke  like  a 
man  infpired."  J 

*   Burnet's  Hiftory  of  his  own  Time,  Edit1?  1839,  p.  392. 

•f  I  fpeak  only  of  the  political  unfairnefs  of  his  writings.  We  may 
not,  however,  forget  his  admirable  Lives  of  Bimop  Bedell,  and  Lord 
Rochefter,  nor  his  "  Paftoral  Care,"  and  ftill  lefs  his  truly  apoftolic 
zeal  in  the  government  of  his  diocefe. 

J  Macaulay,  in  his  Hiftory  of  England,  always  does  juftice  to  the 
character  of  Ken.  In  his  account  of  the  death-bed  fcene  he  fays, 
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Surely  we  may  believe,  that  in  the  long  days  and 
nights,  during  which  this  holy  mefTenger  had  watched 
by  the  bed-fide  of  the  dying  King,  while  his  exhorta- 
tions were  feconded  by  pain,  and  the  fearful  looking 
for  of  what  was  to  come,  he  could  beft  decide  on  the 
proper  moment  for  pronouncing  abfolution.  He  was 
aided,  too,  by  the  judgment  of  the  four  other  prelates 
who  were  prefent.  Ken  knew  the  minifterial  authority 
committed  to  him.  Our  Church,  in  her  Ordination 
Office,  has  folemnly  inverted  her  priefts  with  the 
power  of  abfolution.  In  her  Order  for  the  Vifitation 
of  the  Sick,  me  has  directed  them,  on  a  fpecial  con- 
feffion  of  fin,  to  pronounce  pardon  tf  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft." 
We  could,  therefore,  readily  excufe  the  Bimop,  if  for 
the  "  Lord's  anointed"  he  felt  a  deep  —  nay,  even 
were  it  an  indulgent — anxiety  to  convey  to  him  the 
moft  joyful  tidings  that  could  be  brought  to  the  ears 


"  Thomas  Ken,  Bimop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  then  tried  his  powers  of 
perfuafion.  He  was  a  man  of  parts  and  learning,  of  quick  fenfibility 
and  ftainlefs  virtue.  His  elaborate  works  have  long  been  forgotten  ; 
but  his  morning  and  evening  hymns  are  ftill  repeated  daily  in  thoufands 
of  dwellings.  Though,  like  moft  of  his  order,  zealous  for  monarchy, 
he  was  no  fycophant.  Before  he  became  a  Bimop,  he  had  maintained 
the  honour  of  his  gown  by  refufmg,  when  the  Court  was  at  Winchefter, 
to  let  Eleanor  Gwynn  lodge  in  the  houfe  which  he  occupied  there  as  a 
prebendary.  The  King  had  fenfe  enough  to  refpeft  fo  manly  a  fpirit. 
Of  all  the  prelates  he  liked  Ken  the  beft.  It  was  to  no  purpofe,  how- 
ever, that  the  good  Bilhop  now  put  forth  all  his  eloquence.  His  folemn 
and  pathetic  exhortation  awed  and  melted  the  byftanders  to  fuch  a 
degree  that  fome  among  them  believed  him  to  be  filled  with  the  fame 
fpirit,  which  in  the  old  time  had,  by  the  mouths  of  Nathan  and  Elias, 
called  fmful  princes  to  repentance."  Macaulay's  Hiftory  of  England 
(5th  edition),  vol.  i.  p.  432.  Elfewhere  Mr.  Macaulay  alludes  to  "a 
fpirit  of  fervent  and  exalted  piety,"  as  charafteriftic  of  the  compofitions 
of  Ken  and  Leighton.  Ibid.  vol.  ii.  p.  73. 
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of  a  dying  man.  Great  is  the  value  of  an  immortal 
foul,  over  which  the  angels  of  heaven  rejoice :  and 
with  all  the  awful  apprehenfions  we  muft  ever  enter- 
tain of  the  efficacy  of  a  death-bed  repentance,  Ken 
would  lofe  nothing  in  our  efteem,  if  he  yearned  to 
pronounce  the  blefling,  "  By  His  authority  committed 
unto  me  I  abfolve  thee."* 

But  he  requires  no  apology  :  Burnet's  affertions 
that  Charles  died  impenitent,  and  that  Ken  improperly 
gave  him  abfolution,  are  /imply  unfounded.  We  have 
the  cleareft  evidence  of  thofe  who  were  prefent  that 
the  King  repeatedly  confefTed  his  fins,  and  mowed 
tokens  of  fincere  contrition. 

i  ft.  We  have  feen  from  Hawkins's  ftatement  (the 
beft  of  all  teftimony,  becaufe  -he  muft  have  received 
it  from  Ken  himfelf),  that  "  the  Bifhop  urged  the 
neceflity  of  a  full,  and  prevailed,  as  is  hoped,  for  a 
fincere  repentance"^ 

2nd.  The  Duke  of  York,  the  King's  brother,  tells 
us,  that — 

"Two  Bifhops  came  to  do  their  function,  who  reading 
the  prayers  appointed  in  the  Common  Prayer  Book  on  that 
occafion,  when  they  came  to  the  place  where  ufually  they 
exhort  the  fick  perfon  to  make  a  confeflion  of  his  fins,  the 
Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  who  was  one  of  them,  advertized 
him  it  was  not  of  obligation  :  fo  after  a  fhort  exhortation 
afked  him,  if  he  were  forry  for  his  fins  ?  which  the  King 
faying  he  was,  the  Bifhop  pronounced  abfolution,  and  then 
afked  him,  if  he  pleafed  to  receive  the  Sacrament  ?  To 
which  he  made  no  reply,  and  being  prefled  by  the  Bifhop 


*  The  Vifitation  of  the  Sick. — Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
f  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  n. 
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feveral  times,  gave  no  other  anfwer  but  that  it  was  time 
enough,  or  that  he  would  think  of  it."* 

jrd.  We  have  a  detailed  account  of  the  whole  fcene 
in  a  letter  from  the  Chaplain  of  the  Bifhop  of  Ely, 
who  was  in  the  room.  Though  not  free  from  the 
adulation,  which  then  fo  deeply  infected  all  within  the 
influence  of  the  court,  it  may  be  taken  as  fome  cumu- 
lation of  proof.  Among  other  things  he  fays, 

"  It  was  a  great  piece  of  Providence  that  this  fatal  blow 
was  not  fo  fudden  as  it  would  have  been,  if  he  had  died  on 
Monday,  when  the  fit  firft  took  him.  By  thefe  few  days' 
refpite  he  had  opportunity  (which  accordingly  he  did  embrace) 
of  thinking  of  another  world.  The  Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells, 
watching  on  Wednefday  night  (as  my  Lord  had  done  the 
night  before)  there  appearing  then  fome  danger,  began  to  dif- 
courfe  with  him  as  a  Divine  ;  and  therefore  he  did  continue 
the  fpeaker  for  the  reft  to  the  laft,  the  other  Bifhops  giving 
their  afliftance  both  by  prayers  and  otherwife,  as  they  faw 
occafion,  with  very  good  ejaculations,  and  fhort  fpeeches,  till 
his  fpeech  quite  left  him ;  and  afterwards  by  lifting  up  his 
hand,  expreffing  his  attention  to  the  prayers. "f 

4th.  The  laft  and  moft  conclufive  teftimony  of  the 
King's  penitence  is  Huddleftone's  "  Brief  Account"  of 
the  King's  death.  He  fays, 

*  Clarke's  Life  of  James  II.,  vol.  i.  p.  747. 

f  Ellis's  Original  Letters,  ift  Series,  vol.  iii.  p.  335.  See  Cole  MSS. 
Britifh  Mufeum,  vol.  lix.  p.  188,  for  conjectures  as  to  the  author  of  this 
letter.  It  is  addrefTed  to  the  Rev.  Francis  Roper,  Fellow  of  St.  John's 
College,  Cambridge  ;  and  was  found  (with  another  giving  an  account 
of  the  death  of  James  II.)  by  Dr.  Richard  Fanner  in  the  cover  of  an 
old  book.  They  were  communicated  by  him  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cole,  of 
Milton,  who  preferved  tranfcripts  of  them.  The  fignature  of  one,  and 
part  of  that  of  the  other,  are  torn  away.  We  gather  from  its  internal 
evidence  that  it  was  written  by  the  Chaplain  of  Dr.  Turner,  Bifhop  of 
Ely,  who  was  in  the  room. 
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"  I  was  called  into  the  King's  bed-chamber,  where  ap- 
proaching to  the  bed-fide  and  kneeling  down,  I  in  brief 
prefented  his  Majefty  with  what  fervice  I  could  perform  for 
God's  honour,  and  the  happinefs  of  his  foul  at  this  laft 
moment  on  which  eternity  depends.  The  King  then  declared 
himfelf :  that  he  defired  to  die  in  the  Faith  and  Communion 
of  the  Holy  Roman  Catholic  Church  ;  that  he  was  moft 
heartily  forry  for  all  the  fins  of  his  paft  life,  and  particularly 
that  he  had  deferred  his  reconciliation  fo  long ;  and  through 
the  merits  of  Chrift's  Paffion  he  hoped  for  Salvation ;  that  he 
was  in  charity  with  all  the  world ;  that  with  all  his  heart  he 
pardoned  his  enemies,  and  defired  pardon  of  all  thofe  whom 
he  had  anywife  offended,  and  that  if  it  pleafed  God  to  fpare 
him  longer  life,  he  would  amend  it,  detefting  all  fin.  I  then 
advertized  his  Majefty  of  the  benefit  and  neceffity  of  the 
Sacrament  of  Penance,  which  advertizement  the  King  moft 
willingly  embracing,  made  an  exact  confeflion  of  his  whole 
life  with  exceeding  compunction  and  tendernefs  of  heart ; 
which  ended,  I  defired  him,  in  further  fign  of  repentance  and 
true  forrow  for  his  fins,  to  fay  with  me  this  little  fhort  act  of 
contrition,  c  O  my  Lord  God,  with  my  whole  heart  and  foul 
I  deteft  all  the  fins  of  my  life  paft,  for  the  love  of  Thee, 
whom  I  love  above  all  things  ;  and  I  firmly  purpofe  by 
Thy  Holy  Grace  never  to  offend  Thee  more  :  Amen,  fweet 
Jefus,  Amen.  Into  thy  hands,  fweet  Jefus,  I  commend 
my  foul  ;  mercy,  fweet  Jefus,  mercy  ! '  This  he  pro- 
nounced with  a  clear  and  audible  voice  ;  which  done,  and 
his  facramental  penance  admitted,  I  gave  him  abfolution. 
After  receiving  the  Holy  Sacrament  of  the  Eucharift,  and 
Extreme  Unction,  he  repeated  the  Act  of  Contrition,  raifing 
himfelf  up,  and  faying,  c  let  me  meet  my  heavenly  Lord  in 
a  better  pofture  than  in  my  bed,'  &c.,  and  fo  he  received  his 
Viaticum  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  devotion  imaginable."* 

*  "  Brief  Account  of  Particulars  occurring  at  the  happy  Death  of  our 
late  Sovereign  Lord,  King  Charles  the  Second,  in  regard  to  Religion  ; 
faithfully  related  by  his  then  afliftant,  Jo.  Huddlefton,"  4to,  1685. 
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So  much  for  Burnet's  firft  charge :  but  he  goes  on 
to  fay  that  <l  Ken  was  alfo  cenfured  for  another  piece 
of  indecency :  he  prefented  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
Lady  Portfmouth's  fon,  to  be  blefied  by  the  King. 
Upon  this,  fome  that  were  in  the  room  cried  out,  the 
King  was  their  common  father.  And  upon  that  all 
kneeled  down  for  his  blefling,  which  he  gave  them." 
Again  ; 

"  The  King  recommended  Lady  Portfmouth  over  and 
over  again  to  the  Duke  :  he  faid  he  had  always  loved  her,  and 
he  loved  her  now  to  the  laft  ;  and  befought  the  Duke  in  as 
melting  words  as  he  could  fetch  out  to  be  very  kind  to  her 
and  her  fon.  He  recommended  his  other  children  to  him  : 
and  concluded,  c  let  not  poor  Nelly  ftarve  ;'  that  was  Mrs. 
Gwyn.  But  he  faid  nothing  of  the  Queen,  nor  any  one 
word  of  his  people,  or  of  his  fervants." 

And  in  another  part,  fpeaking  of  the  King's  infen- 
fibility  to  <f  the  weighty  obfervations  made  to  him  by 
Archbifhop  Sancroft,  and  Ken,"  he  fays,  <c  of  this  too 
vifible  an  inftance  appeared,  fince  Lady  Portfmouth 
fat  on  the  bed,  taking  care  of  him  as  a  wife  of  a 
hufband." 

All  the  parts  of  this  narrative,  as  far  as  they  relate 
to  the  Queen,  and  Bifhop  Ken,  and  Lady  Portfmouth, 
are  the  very  reverfe  of  the  truth. 

i  ft.  Hawkins  declares  that — 

"  The  Duchefs  of  Portfmouth  coming  into  the  room,  whilft 
the  Bifhop  was  fuggefting  pious  and  proper  thoughts  and 
ejaculations  on  fb  ferious  an  occafion,  Ken  prevailed  with 
His  Majejly  to  have  her  removed^  and  took  that  occafion  of 
reprefenting  the  injury  and  injuftice  done  to  his  Queen  fo 
effectually,  that  His  Majefty  was  induced  to  fend  for  the 
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Queen,  and  afking  pardon,  had  the  fatisfa&ion  of  her  for- 
givenefs  before  he  died."  * 

2nd.  The  Bifhop  of  Ely's  Chaplain  fays, — 

11  The  firft  thing  the  King  did,  on  coming  out  of  his  fit, 
was  to  afk  for  the  Queen ;  fhe  had  been  prefent  with  him  as 
long  as  her  extraordinary  paffion  would  give  her  leave ;  but 
this  at  length  threw  her  into  fits,  and  fhe  then  being  com- 
pelled to  retire,  when  the  King  afked  for  her,  fhe  was  obliged 
to  '  fend  a  mefTage  to  him  to  excufe  her  abfence,  and  to  beg 
his  pardon,  if  ever  fhe  had  offended  him  in  all  her  life.  He 
replied  '  Alas  !  poor  woman,  fhe  beg  my  pardon  !  I  beg  hers 
with  all  my  heart.'  "  f 

3rd.  Barillon,  the  French  AmbafTador,  who  was  alfo 
prefent,  wrote  a  full  account  immediately  to  Louis  XIV. 
He  defcribes  the  Duchefs  of  Portfmouth's  anxiety  to 
have  a  Roman  Catholic  Prieft  fent  for,  that  Charles 
might  be  reconciled  to  the  Papal  Church ; 

"  c  Monfieur  AmbafTador,'  fhe  faid  to  him,  '  I  am  going  to 
tell  you  the  greateft  fecret  in  the  world,  and  my  head  would 
be  in  danger,  if  it  was  known.  The  King  of  England  at 
the  bottom  of  his  heart  is  a  Catholic  ;  but  he  is  furrounded 
with  Proteftant  Bifhops,  and  nobody  tells  him  his  condition, 
nor  fpeaks  to  him  of  God.  I  cannot  with  decency  enter  the 
room  ;  befides  that^  the  Queen  is  almojl  conftantly  there  :  J  the 

*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  n. 

•f-  Ellis's  Original  Letters,  ift  Series,  vol.  iii.  p.  337. 

J  Even  Oldmixon,  who,  in  his  anti-prelatic  zeal,  elfewhere  accufes 
Ken  and  others  of  perfecution  againft  Diffenters,  bears  teftimony  to  his 
uncompromifing  conduct  throughout  this  eventful  fcene  :  he  fays,  "  Mr. 
Archdeacon  affures  us  the  pious  non-juring  Bifhop  Ken  was  fo  far  from 
fufFering  the  Duchefs  of  Portfmouth  to  fit  in  the  bed,  that  he  would  not 
let  her  ftay  in  the  room.  He  prevailed  with  his  Majefty  to  have  her 
removed.  The  pious  Bifhop  Ken  again  induced  his  Majefty  to  fend  for 
her  Majefty,  and  he  afking  pardon  of  her  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  her  par- 
ticular forgivenefs."  Oldmixon's  Hiftoiy  of  England,  p.  691. 
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Duke  of  York  thinks  of  his  own  affairs,  and  has  too  many 
of  them  to  take  the  care  he  ought  of  the  King's  confcience. 
Go  and  tell  him  I  have  conjured  you  to  warn  him  to  think  of 
what  can  be  done  to  fave  the  King's  foul.  He  commands 
the  room,  and  can  turn  out  whom  he  will :  lofe  no  time,  for 
if  it  is  deferred  ever  fo  little,  it  will  be  too  late.'  "* 

4th.  James  II.,  in  his  notes  of  the  King's  death, 
fays  he  {poke  moft  tenderly  of  the  Queen  in  his  lait 
moments.  The  Earl  of  Ailefbury,  another  perfonal 
witnefs  of  the  fcene,  writing  to  Mr.  Leigh  of  Adleftrop, 
indignantly  denies  the  afTertion  of  Burnet :  he  calls 
him  "  a  notorious  liar  from  beginning  to  end.  My 
good  King  and  matter  falling  upon  me  in  his  fit,  I 
ordered  him  to  be  blooded,  and  then  I  went  to  fetch 
the  Duke  of  York,  and  when  we  came  to  the  bed-fide 
we  found  the  Queen  there  >  and  the  impoftor  fays  it  was 
the  Duchefs  of  Portfmouth."  f 

As  to  Ken's  prefenting  the  Duke  of  Richmond  to 
be  blefled, — it  would  have  been  no  great  "  indecency," 
as  Burnet  calls  it,  if  he  had  afked  the  parental  blefling 
on  a  fon  (then  only  thirteen  years  of  age)  whofe  un- 
happy birth  was  no  fault  or  crime  of  his.  But  it  was 
not  the  facl: ;  there  was  no  occafion  for  his  doing  fo. 
Dr.  Turner's  Chaplain  informs  us,  that  the  King 

"  Recommended  to  the  care  of  the  Duke  of  York  all  his 
children  by  name,  except  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  whom  he 
was  not  heard  fo  much  as  to  make  mention  of.  He  bleffed 
all  his  children  one  by  one,  pulling  them  on  the  bed  :  and 
then  the  Bifhops  moved  him,  as  he  was  the  Lord's  anointed, 
and  the  father  of  his  country,  to  blefs  them  alfo,  and  all  that 
were  there  prefent,  and  in  them  the  whole  body  of  his  fub- 

*  Dalrymple's  Memoirs.     Appendix  to  vol.  i.  p.  95. 
f   European  Magazine,  vol.  xxvii.  p.  22. 
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je&s.  Whereupon  the  room  being  full,  all  fell  down  upon 
their  knees,  and  he  raifed  himfelf  in  his  bed,  and  very  folemnly 
blefled  them  all.  This  was  fo  like  a  great  good  Prince,  and 
the  fblemnity  of  it  fo  very  furprifmg,  as  was  extremely 
moving,  and  caufed  a  general  lamentation  throughout ;  and 
no  one  hears  it  without  being  much  affected  with  it,  being 
new  and  great."* 

We  cannot  concur  in  this  panegyric  on  Charles  as 
"  a  great  good  Prince,"  any  more  than  we  admit  the 
juftice  of  Burnet's  opprobrious  comparifon  of  him  to 
the  "  monfter  Tiberius."  It  is  certain  his  death  occa- 
fioned  a  general  forrow  :  f  he  was  an  indulgent  father, 
and  a  kind  mafter ;  his  courteous  and  eafy  manners 
endeared  him  to  the  people,  who  are  not  ufually  the 
moft  accurate  obfervers  of  character.  In  the  many 
vicirTitudes  of  his  fortune  he  loft  the  opportunities  of 
mowing  himfelf  to  be  a  great  or  good  man  ;  his  vices 
degraded  him  into  an  inglorious  King. 

*  Ellis's  Original  Letters,  ift  Series,  vol.iii.  p.  338. 

f  "  Never  did  I  fee  (fays  Calamy)  fo  univerfal  a  concern  as  was 
vifible  in  all  men's  countenances,  at  that  time.  I  was  prefent  upon  the 
fpot,  at  the  proclaiming  King  James  II.  at  the  upper  end  of  Wood 
Street,  Cheapfide  (which  is  one  of  thofe  places  where  proclamation  is 
ufually  made  on  fuch  occafions),  and  my  heart  ached  within  me  at  the 
acclamations  made  upon  that  occafion,  which,  as  far  as  I  could  obferve, 
were  very  general ;  and  it  is  to  me  a  good  evidence  that  all  the  hiftorians 
that  fall  into  our  hands  are  to  be  read  with  caution,  to  obferve  that 
Bifhop  Burnet  pofitively  affirms,  that  '  few  tears  were  fhed  for  King 
Charles,  nor  were  there  any  fhouts  of  joy  for  the  prefent  King.1 
Whereas  I,  who  was  at  that  time  a£hially  prefent,  can  bear  witnefs. 
The  Bifhop,  indeed,  who  was  then  abroad,  might  eafily  be  mifinformed  ; 
but  methinks  he  mould  not  have  been  fo  pofitive  in  a  matter  of  that 
nature,  when  he  was  at  a  diftance."  Edmund  Calamy 's  Own  Life,  vol.  ii. 
p.  116.  See  alfo  Macaulay's  Hiftory  of  England,  fth  ed.,  vol.  i.  p.  442. 
Burnet's  Hiftory  of  the  Reign  of  James  II.,  by  Dr.  Routh,  2nd  ed., 
note,  p.  6.  Life  of  Ifaac  Milles,  p.  102.  Memoirs  of  James  Potenger, 
1841,  p.  61. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Acceffion  of  James  II.  —  Early  Meafures  of  the  King  for  the 
ejlablijhrnent  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion  —  Ken's  firjl 
vifit  to  Wells  —  The  Palace  at  Wells  —  His  Sermon  at 
Wbttebatt  on  the  character  of  Daniel — Coronation  of 
James. 

ISHOP  KEN'S  clofe  attendance  at  the 
death-bed  of  Charles,  fo  immediately 
after  his  confecration,  prevented  the 
completion  of  the  ufual  forms  for  his 
admiflion  to  the  temporalities  of  the 
See,  which  required  the  King's  fign  manual.  But  as 
foon  as  James  came  to  the  throne,  "  new  inftruments 
were  prepared  for  that  purpofe,  and  he  was  accordingly 
in  full  poffeffion."* 

It  was  a  period  of  difficulty  and  danger  to  the 
Church.  Much  laxity  and  indifference  prevailed; 
many  of  the  Clergy  were  non-refident,  ecclefiaftical 
difcipline  was  remifs,  and  fchifm  abounded.  Ken's 
firmnefs  and  circumfpection,  his  courage  and  meek- 
nefs,  were  all  tafked  to  harmonize  men's  minds,  and 
keep  them  ftedfaft  to  the  truth,  when  it  feemed  to  be 
endangered  by  the  King's  undifguifed  endeavour  to 
eftablifh  Popery.  James  had  long  fince  abjured  the 
Church  of  England.  This  was  previous  to  the  death  f 
of  his  firft  wife,  Anne  Hyde,  who  had  alfo  embraced 
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the  Romifh  Faith,  probably  through  his   influence. 
So  early  as  the  joth  of  March,  1673, 

"  At  the  Sermon  coram  rege^  preached  by  Dr.  Sparrow, 
Bifhop  of  Exeter,  to  a  moft  crouded  auditory,  I  ftaid,"  fays 
Evelyn,  "  to  fee  whether,  according  to  cuftom,  the  Duke  of 
York  received  the  Communion  with  the  King ;  but  he  did 
not,  to  the  amazement  of  everybody.  This  being  the  fecond 
year  he  had  forborne,  and  put  it  off,  and  within  a  day  of  the 
Parliament  fitting,  who  had  lately  made  fo  fevere  an  A6t 
againft  the  encreafe  of  Popery,  gave  exceeding  grief  and 
fcandal  to  the  whole  nation,  that  the  heir  of  it,  and  the  fon 
of  a  martyr  for  the  Proteftant  religion,  mould  apoftatize. 
What  the  confequence  of  this  will  be,  God  only  knows,  and 
wife  men  dread."* 

Some  years  after  this  (in  1678)  Archbifhop  San- 
croft,  aflifted  by  Bifhop  Morley,  had  an  interview 
with  him  in  his  clofet,  to  reprefent  the  danger  of  his 
feceflion,  and  to  urge  his  return  to  the  Church  of 
England.  After  eulogizing  her  excellency,  and  re- 
minding him  that  he  "  had  been  born  within  her 
happy  pale  and  communion,  and  baptized  into  her 
holy  Faith,"  the  Archbifhop  proceeded ; 

11  Your  Royal  Father,  that  bleffed  Martyr  of  ever  glorious 
memory,  who  loved  her,  and  knew  how  to  value  her,  and 
loft  his  all  in  this  world  for  her,  even  his  life  too,  bequeathed 
you  to  her  at  the  laft.  When  he  was  ready  to  turn  his  back 
on  an  impious  and  ungrateful  world,  and  had  nothing  elfe 
now  left  him  but  this  excellent  religion  (which  he  thought 
not  only  worth  three  kingdoms,  but  ten  thoufand  worlds)  he 
gave  that  Queen  (the  Church)  in  legacy  amongft  you.  For 
thus  he  befpake  the  King  your  brother,  and  in  him  all  that 

*   Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.  ii.  p.  82. 
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were  his,  words  that  deferve  to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold, 
and  to  be  engraved  in  brafs  or  marble  ;  c  If  you  never  fee 
my  face  again,  I  require  and  entreat  you,  as  your  father,  and 
as  your  King,  that  you  never  fuffer  your  heart  to  receive  the 
leaft  check  or  diflatisfaclion  from  the  true  religion  eftablifhed 
in  the  Church  of  England.  I  tell  you  I  have  tried  it,  and 
after  much  fearch,  and  many  difputes,  have  concluded  it  to  be 
the  beft  in  the  world.'  "  * 

But  it  was  all  in  vain  :  James  replied  to  the  Bimops 
that  he  alfo  had  taken  all  the  pains  he  could  to 
examine  the  grounds  of  his  religious  faith,  that  he 
had  not  made  the  change  haftily,  or  without  forefight 
of  the  inconveniences  that  muft  enfue  to  him  from  it ; 
and  difmifled  them  without  any  real  difcuffion  of  the 
points  which  they  had  urged. 

Immediately  on  the  death  of  his  brother  he  fc  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Council,  and  promifed  to  maintain  the 
Government  both  in  Church  and  State  as  by  law 
eftablifhed,  its  principles  being  fo  firm  for  monarchy, 
and  its  members  mowing  themfelves  fo  good  and  loyal 
fubje<5r.s."f  His  acceflion  had  been  greeted  with  the 
acclamations  of  the  people,  who  vainly  trufted  to  his 
promifes  of  tendernefs  for  the  Church  of  England ;  but 
thefe  hopes  were  foon  to  be  difappointed.  Sufpicion 
already  began  to  obfcure  the  funfhine  of  popularity 
which  generally  beams  on  a  new  reign.  His  joining 
openly  in  the  celebration  of  the  mafs  within  eight  days 
after  he  came  to  the  throne,  his  encouragement  of 
Roman  Priefts  and  Jefuits,  and  the  immediate  choice 
of  Papifts  to  offices  of  truft  in  Ireland,  betrayed  his 


*  D'Oyly's  Life  of  Sancroft,  and  edit.  pp.  97  to  106. 
f  Evelyn's  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  207. 
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defign  to  overthrow  the  Anglican  faith.  Religion 
thus  became  a  frefh  caufe  of  violent  controverfy  and 
faction.  Inftead  of  endeavouring  to  cement  the  affec- 
tions of  his  fubjects  through  a  common  ritual,  he 
had  refolved  to  fubftitute  his  own  will  for  the  confti- 
tuted  laws,  and  to  reduce  the  fpiritual  interefts  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  rule  of  a  foreign  Pontiff.  Blinded  by 
his  own  views,  he  could  not  eftimate  the  unchangeable 
purpofe  of  the  whole  nation  to  maintain  the  reformed 
religion.  In  this  unequal  conteft  he  was  prepared  to 
rifk  his  throne,  placing  his  whole  reliance  on  the  quef- 
tionable  fidelity  of  his  army;  his  only  other  fupport 
being  a  few  Roman  Catholic  noblemen,  and  a  band  of 
Jefuits,  outrunning  in  zeal  even  the  Papal  Court  itfelf. 
The  day  after  the  death  of  Charles,  the  Archbifhop 
and  the  few  Bifhops  who  were  in  town  (of  whom  Ken 
was  one),  waited  upon  James  with  a  loyal  addrefs  of 
thanks  for  his  promife  of  favour  and  fupport  to  the 
Church.  They  faid, 

"  In  that  moft  aufpicious  moment  in  which  you  firft  fat 
down  in  the  chair,  to  which  God  and  your  right  have  ad- 
vanced you,  you  were  pleafed  in  our  favour  to  make  that 
admirable  declaration,  which  we  ought  to  write  down  in 
letters  of  gold,  and  engrave  in  marble.  However,  we  mall 
treafure  it  up  in  our  hearts  as  the  greateft  foundation  of 
comfort  which  this  world  can  afford  us  in  our  prefent  con- 
dition. So  that  we  have  nothing  to  afk  your  Majefty,  but 
that  you  would  be  (what  you  have  always  been  obferved  to 
be)  yourfelf  j  that  is,  generous  and  juft,  and  true  to  all  you 
once  declare."* 

*  Appendix  to  Letters  of  Henry,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  vol.  ii.  p.  276. 
The  original  draft  in  Bancroft's  handwriting  is  in  the  Tanner  MSS. 
in  the  Bodleian,  vol.  xxxii.  fol.  214. 
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But  we  muft  follow  Bimop  Ken  to  Wells,  that  we 
may  witnefs  his  introduction  to  the  Diocefe.  The  firft 
dedication  of  himfelf  in  the  cathedral  was  an  event  of 
deep  intereft  to  all.  It  muft  have  been  a  folemn  and 
impreflive  fcene,  when,  preceded  by  his  Clergy,  he 
entered  the  weftern  doors  amidft  the  crowds  of  people, 
anxious  to  catch  a  glimpfe  of  their  future  Bifhop.  We 
may  well  imagine  his  feelings  of  awe  and  reverence, 
of  gratitude  and  humiliation,  as  he  raifed  his  eyes  to 
the  vaulted  roof  of  that  beautiful  temple,  hencefor- 
ward to  be  the  centre  of  his  paftoral  duties ;  and  ftill 
more  when  he  was  conducted  to  the  epifcopal  throne. 
In  dedicating  his  Hymnarium  to  Biihop  Hooper,  his 
fecond  fucceiTor  in  the  See,  he  thus  exprefles  the  feel- 
ings of  that  moment : 

"  Among  the  Herdmen,  I  a  common  fwain, 
Liv'd  pleas'd  with  my  low  cottage  on  the  plain  ; 
Till  up,  like  Amos,  on  a  fudden  caught, 
/  to  the  Pajfral  Chair  --was  trembling  brought." 

The  Palace  at  Wells,  even  to  this  day,  retains  much 
of  its  former  character.  It  ftands  in  the  midft  of  a 
garden,  furrounded  by  a  once  fortified  wall,  at  the  foot 
of  which  is  a  fountain  of  the  pureft  water,  that  burfts 
from  St.  Andrew's  well,  and  patting  round  the  palace 
flows  through  the  town.  A  high  terraced  walk,  within 
the  ramparts,  overlooks  the  garden  and  palace ;  with- 
out are  meadows  extending  to  the  foot  of  the  Mendip 
hills.  The  noble  cathedral,  clofe  at  hand,  glowing  in 
all  the  varied  richnefs  of  Chriftian  art,  is  feen  through 
the  mullioned  windows  of  the  great  banqueting  hall, 
which  has  long  been  difmantled.  This  hall  had  wit- 
nefled  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  Whiting,  the 
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courageous  Abbot  of  Glaftonbury,  who  fuffered  mar- 
tyrdom rather  than  betray  the  trufts  of  his  Abbey, — 
an  ancient,  and  once  fplendid  monument  of  the  wealth 
and  devotion  of  the  Church,  now  a  piclurefque  and 
noble  ruin.  At  each  end  of  the  terrace  walk  is  a 
ftone  grotto,  formed  in  the  angles  of  the  rampart,  and 
covered  with  ivy.  Over  the  entrance  of  one  of  thefe 
is  an  infcription  from  Horace,  cut  into  a  ftone  tablet ; 

"  ILLE  TERRARUM  MIHI  PRJETER  OMNES 
ANGULUS  RIDET,"  &c.  &c. — Lib.  ii.  Od.6. 

The  quietude  of  the  fcene,  thefe  well-known  lines, 
and  the  fimilarity  of  taftes  between  two  holy  men, 
who  amid  the  deeper  thoughts  of  their  learning  and 
piety  did  not  refufe  to  delight  themfelves  in  the  works 
of  the  Roman  Lyrift,  recall  to  mind  a  paflage  in  the 
life  of  Hooker.  "  His  former  pupils,  Edwin  Sandys, 
and  George  Cranmer,  took  a  journey  to  Draiton  Beau- 
champ  to  fee  their  tutor,  and  found  him  with  a  book 
in  his  hand  (it  was  the  Odes  of  Horace),  he  being  then 
like  humble  and  innocent  Abel,  tending  his  fmall  allot- 
ment of  meep  in  a  common  field."  *  No  lefs  humble 
and  innocent  was  Bifhop  Ken,  though  living  in  a 
palace ;  and  no  lefs  fond  of  the  Odes  of  Horace,  a 
few  of  which  he  imitated  in  a  Chriftian  vein,  and  one, 
the  "  Quern  tu  Melpomene  Jemel"  f  in  an  animated  and 
pleafing  manner.  Both  are  bright  ornaments  of  the 
Englifh  Church,  hallowed  to  our  remembrance  by  the 
purity  of  their  lives,  and  the  undying  worth  of  the 
writings  they  have  bequeathed  to  us. 

*  Walton's  Life  of  Richard  Hooker. 

f  Ken's  Poems,  vol.  iv.  pp.  528  and  534. 
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There  Ken  might  walk,  and  read,  and  meditate,  and 
mature  his  plans  for  the  welfare  of  his  people.  There 
too,  not  long  after,  he  decided  on  the  courageous 
ftand  to  be  made,  firft  againft  a  Roman  Catholic  when 
he  invaded  the  rights  of  the  Church,  and  then  againft 
a  Proteftant  King  whom  he  looked  upon  as  a  ufurper. 
Under  both  trials  he  was  ready  to  facrifice,  and  at 
length  did  yield  up,  not  this  garden  of  pleafures  only, 
but  all  he  had  or  hoped  for  on  earth,  rather  than 
betray  his  principles.  This  grotto,  we  may  be  fure, 
was  the  filent  witnefs  of  his  frequent  and  fervent  afpi- 
rations  to  the  heavenly  throne.  If  thofe  yews,  and 
ivy-grown  walls,  could  give  utterance,  what  holy 
thoughts,  and  prayers,  and  hymns,  probably  fung  to 
his  lute,  would  they  record. 

Thefe  were  the  tranquil  fcenes  of  his  literary  labours, 
which  at  once  began  to  employ  his  pen  in  the  fervice 
of  the  Church.  The  prefs  already  teemed  with  con- 
troverfy  between  the  communions  of  England  and 
Rome.  We  may  derive  fome  notion  of  the  height 
this  had  reached  from  the  mere  titles  of  difcourfes,  to 
be  found  in  any  of  the  numerous  collections  of  tracts 
of  that  time,  which  are  ftill  extant.  We  may  take  as 
a  fpecimen  the  contents  of  one  out  of  nineteen  quarto 
volumes  in  a  private  collection  : 

"  A  Papift  Mif-Reprefented  and  Reprefented,  or  a  two- 
fold Character  of  Popery,  &c.  1686.  The  Do&rines  and 
Practices  of  the  Church  of  Rome  truly  Reprefented  :  in 
Anfwer  to  a  Papift  Mif-Reprefented,  &c.  1686.  Reflexions 
upon  the  Anfwer  to  the  Papift,  directed  to  the  Anfwerer. 
1686.  A  Papift  Not  Mif-Reprefented  by  Proteftants,  being 
a  Reply  to  the  Reflexions,  &c.  1686.  Papifts  Protefting 
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againft  Proteftant  Popery,  in  Anfwer,  &c.,  being  a  Vindica- 
tion of  the  Papifts  Mif-Reprefented.  1686.  An  Anfwer  to 
a  Difcourfe  entitled  Papifts  Protefting,  &c.,  containing  an 
Examination  of  the  Expofition  of  the  Invocation  of  Saints 
and  Worfliip  of  Images.  1686.  An  Amicable  Accommodation 
of  the  Difference  between  the  Reprefenter  and  the  Anfwerer, 
&c.  1686.  An  Anfwer  to  the  Amicable  Accommodation,  &c. 
1686.  A  Reply  to  the  Anfwer,  &c.  &c.  1686.  A  View  of 
the  whole  Controverfy  between  the  Reprefenter  and  the 
Anfwerer,  in  which  are  laid  open  fome  of  the  Methods  by 
which  Proteftants  are  Mif-Reprefented.  1687.  The  Papifts 
Mif-Reprefented  and  Reprefented.  3rd  part.  1687.  An  An- 
fwer to  the  Reprefenter's  Reflections  upon  the  State  and 
View  of  the  Controverfy,  fhowing  the  Vindication  has  utterly 
ruined  the  New  defign  of  expounding  Popery.  1687."* 

But  there  is  no  where  to  be  found  any  one  contro- 
verfial  tract  by  Bifhop  Ken :  difputation  was  not  his 
element.  In  the  pulpit  he  did  not  jfhrink  from  faith- 
fully explaining  and  enforcing  the  doctrines  of  the 
Englifh  Church,  as  diftinguifhed  from  the  errors  of 
Rome,  efpecially  when  the  King's  defign  became  more 
apparent.  In  this  fphere  he  difcourfed  moft  elo- 
quently ;  but  he  never  ftepped  beyond  it :  his  peaceful 
fpirit  was  unfitted  for  the  ftrife  of  Controverfy.  Whilft 
others  were  engaged  "  in  Pleas,  and  Anfwers,  and 
Reflections  on  Anfwers,  Differences  of  Cafes,  Remon- 
ftrances,  and  Vindications,"  he  fet  himfelf  in  the  firft 
year  of  his  Epifcopate  to  prepare  the  work  which 
exalts  his  name  in  the  rank  of  Englifh  Divines  :  "  AN 
EXPOSITION  OF  THE  CHURCH  CATECHISM,  or  the 


*  See  alfo  "  The  Catalogue  of  all  the  Difcourfes  published  againft 
Popery  during  the  Reign  of  James  II."  1689.  410.  It  contains  nearly 
two  hundred. 
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Practice  of  Divine  Love"  In  this  he  feems  to  expa- 
tiate in  unbounded  love  to  God  and  man.  Let  the 
Chriftian  reader,  in  his  retirement,  open  it  at  any 
page ;  he  will  fee  a  devout  foul  kneeling  at  the  feet  of 
Jefus,  as  if  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  glimpfe  of  Heaven, 
and  yearning  after  celeftial  light,  and  love,  and  glory  : 
he  will  hardly  refrain  from  kneeling  by  his  fide,  to 
breathe  with  him  the  fpirit  of  his  prayers. 

But  ere  the  work  could  be  committed  to  the  prefs 
he  was  fummoned  to  preach  his  Lent  fermon  before 
the  Court  at  Whitehall.  According  to  the  London 
Gazette  it  was  on  Sunday,  the  8th  of  March,  1685. 
A  few  days  prior  to  this,  Evelyn,  "  to  his  grief,  faw 
the  new  pulpit  fet  up  in  the  Popifh  Oratory  at  White- 
hall for  the  Lent  preaching,  mafs  being  publickly  faid, 
and  the  Romanifts  fwarming  at  Court  with  greater 
confidence  than  had  ever  been  fince  the  Reformation ; 
fo  that  every  body  grew  jealous  to  what  this  would 
tend."  *  The  King,  therefore,  was  not  prefent  to  hear 
the  fermon :  but  his  daughter,  the  Princefs  of  Den- 
mark (afterwards  Queen  Anne)  attended,  with  many 
of  the  nobility :  "  She  fat  on  the  left  hand  of  the 
King's  chair  in  the  gallery,  the  Clerk  of  the  Clofet 
{landing  on  the  other  fide,  as  if  his  Majefty  had  been 
there  : "  a  fpecial  order  had  been  given  that  the  preacher 
mould  make  "  three  congees,  inftead  of  one  only,"  f 
as  they  had  been  ufed  to  do. 

The  Bimop  chofe  for  his  fubject  the  character  of 
Daniel,|  on  which  he  enlarged  with  a  glowing  elo- 


*   Diary,  vol.  ii.  p.  212.  f   Ibid.  vol.  ii.  p.  219. 

\  "  O  Daniel,  a  man  greatly  beloved.'''' — Dan.  x.  ii. 
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quence,  not  often  furpafled,  and  which  makes  us 
regret  that  only  three  of  his  Sermons  have  been  pre- 
ferved.  He  prefents  Daniel  as  an  example  worthy 
the  imitation  of  the  affembled  courtiers  ;  as  one  who, 
in  the  midft  of  an  unbelieving,  luxurious,  and  corrupt 
court,  maintained  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God,  a  holy 
felf-denial,  and  an  immoveable  integrity ; 

"  If  it  fhall  appear  that  Daniel  was  not  of  the  facerdotal, 
but  regal  line  :  if  it  fhall  appear  that  he  was  a  Courtier,  and 
not  only  a  Courtier,  but  a  Favourite  ;  and  not  only  a  Courtier 
and  a  Favourite,  but  a  Minifter  too ;  fuch  a  Courtier,  and 
Favourite,  and  Minifter,  as  no  age  can  parallel :  if  to  the 
Courtier,  Favourite,  and  Minifter,  he  added  the  Afcetic  and 
the  Saint :  if  in  all  thefe  refpe&s  he  was,  as  the  margin  lite- 
rally renders  it,  a  man  of  defer es^  or,  according  to  the  Hebrew 
idiom,  a  man  greatly  beloved  both  by  God  and  man  :  if  from 
thefe  materials  I  form  fuch  an  idea,  which  fhall  be  propor- 
tion'd  to  your  imitation,  and  fhew  you  Daniel's  fecret,  that 
every  one  of  you  may  fkill  the  art  to  become  greatly  beloved 
like  him ;  I  hope  you  will  be  reconciled  to  the  fubjecT:  I  have 
chofen,  as  not  being  unfuitable  to  this  Penitential  Seafbn,  as 
not  being  improper  for  this  auguft  aflembly,  whofe  edification 
is  both  my  duty  and  defign." 

After  defcribing  Daniel's  extraordinary  endowments 
and  virtues,  which  made  him  a  man  greatly  beloved 
under  three  monarchies,  by  Kings,  and  the  people 
too,  he  proceeds ; 

"  And  yet,  for  Daniel  to  be  the  darling  of  fo  many  mighty 
Kings,  and  of  fo  many  mighty  Kingdoms,  was  infinitely  fhort 
of  that  incomparable  felicity  he  had,  —  to  be  the  peculiar 
Favourite  of  Heaven  ;  in  which  refpect  he  was  moft  emi- 
nently the  man  greatly  beloved.  For,  if  to  receive  the  greateft 
favours  from  God  that  mortal  man  is  capable  of  receiving,  be 
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an  argument  of  God's  Love,  then  was  Daniel  belov'd^  greatly 
belov'd  by  God. 

"  It  was  this  Love  of  God  which  made  His  greatly  belov'd 
Daniel  profperous  in  adverfity, — that  gave  him  freedom  in 
captivity,  friendmip  among  enemies,  fafety  among  infidels, 
victory  over  his  conquerors,  and  all  the  privileges  of  a  native 
in  ftrange  countries  :  it  was  this  Love  of  God  that  gave  His 
greatly  belov'd  knowledge  and  fkill  in  all  learning,  and  wifdom, 
and  underflanding  in  all  vifions  and  dreams.  It  was  this  Love 
of  God  that  delivered  him  in  dangers  from  the  confpiracy  and 
malice  of  the  Median  Princes,  and  from  the  fury  of  the 
Lions : — that  fent  one  angel  into  the  den  to  flop  their 
mouths  ;  and  another  angel,  at  another  time,  to  bring  a  pro- 
phet on  purpofe  to  feed  him  : — that  fignally  revenged  him  of 
his  enemies,  and  did  by  a  miracle  vindicate  his  integrity.  It 
was  the  Love  of  God  that  fent  the  angel  Gabriel  to  vifit  him, 
to  be  his  interpreter,  to  ftrengthen,  and  comfort,  and  encou- 
rage him ;  to  reveal  fecrets  to  him,  and  to  afTure  him  that  his 
prayers  were  heard.  It  was  the  Love  of  God  which  gave 
him  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  that  excellent  fpirit,  that  fpirit  of 
the  Holy  God,  as  the  Babylonians  ftil'd  it,  by  which  he  fore- 
told the  rife  and  period  of  the  Four  Monarchies,  the  return 
of  the  Captivity,  and  wrote  long  beforehand  the  affairs  of 
future  ages. 

"  But  beyond  all  this,  it  was  the  Love  of  God  that  pre- 
fented  him  with  a  clearer  landfkip  of  the  Gofpel  than  any 
other  prophet  ever  had  :  he  was  the  beloved  Prophet  under  the 
Old  difpenfation,  as  John  was  the  beloved  Difciple  under  the 
New ;  and  both  being  animated  with  the  fame  divine  Love, 
there  was  a  wonderful  harmony  between  them.  Both  of 
them  had  miraculous  prefervations,  one  from  the  Lions,  the 
other  from  the  boiling  Cauldron ;  both  engaged  young  in  the 
fervice  of  God,  and  confecrated  their  lives  by  an  early  piety, 
and  both  lived  to  a  great  and  equal  age,  to  about  an  hundred 
years ;  both  had  the  like  intimacy  with  God,  the  like  admit- 
tance into  the  moft  adorable  myfteries,  and  the  like  abundance 
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of  heavenly  vifions  ;  both  had  the  like  lofty  flights  and  ecftatic 
Revelations.  Read  what  Daniel  faw  of  the  Ancient  of  days, 
and  of  His  throne,  and  of  the  angels  His  attendants,  and  you 
muft  needs  fay  that  his  vifions  in  this  life  were  next  to  beatific. 
His  prophecies  of  the  Meffias,  of  the  precife  time  of  His 
coming,  and  of  His  cutting  off;  of  the  deftrudlion  of  Jeru- 
falem,  and  of  Antichrift ;  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  of  the 
univerfality  and  perpetuity  of  His  kingdom,  the  Church  Ca- 
tholic ;  of  the  Day  of  Judgment,  of  the  Refurreclion,  of 
Heaven  and  of  Hell, — were  fo  literally  fulfill'd  in  the  Gofpel, 
and  fo  legible  there,  and  all  his  predictions  fo  exprefs,  and 
full,  and  particular,  that  for  this  very  reafon  his  writings  were 
queftioned  by  both  the  Gentiles  and  the  Jews,  becaufe  they 
looked  more  like  the  hiftory  of  things  paft  than  a  prophecy  of 
things  to  come.  But  the  Jews'  own  Hiftorian  efteemed 
Daniel  one  of  the  greateft  prophets  for  the  fame  reafon  for 
which  others  unjuflly  reproach  him.  The  Mouth  of  Truth, 
our  blefTed  Saviour,  has  declar'd  Daniel  a  Prophet  ;*  and  the 
greater  clearnefs  his  Prophecies  have,  the  more  likely  they 
are  to  be  wrote  by  Daniel ;  who,  the  more  greatly  he  was 
beloved,  the  greater  were  the  communications  of  divine  Love 
to  him,  and  the  greater  by  confequence  were  his  illuminations. 
"  All  thefe  wonderful  vouchfafements  from  above  to  Daniel, 
though  they  were  moft  illuftrious  demonftrations  that  he  was 
greatly  beloved^  yet  they  were  indulged  him  for  the  fake  of 
others,  as  well  as  for  his  own :  there  is,  therefore,  one  more 
illuftrious  than  all  thefe,  and  that  is  a  favour  which  God 
beftows  on  but  very  few,  and  on  none  but  great  faints,  who 
are  dearly  beloved;  and  not  ufually  on  them,  till  near  their 
death,  and  is  the  very  top  blefling  of  which  man  is  capable  in 
this  life,  the  higheft  blifs  on  this  fide  Heaven  ; — and  that  is  an 
abfolute  affurance  of  a  Glorious  Immortality;  and  fuch  an 
aflurance  as  .this  had  the  beloved  Daniel: — for  the  angel 
having  difcours'd  to  him  of  the  refurre&ion  of  thofe  that  fleep 
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in  the  duft,  and  of  their  awaking  to  everlafting  life,  adds,  Go 
thy  way  till  the  end  be  :  for  thou  fhalt  reft,  and  ftand  in  the 
lot  at  the  end  of  the  days.*  O  the  unutterable  felicity  of  this 
man^  thus  greatly  beloved  by  God !  Whilft  the  generality  of 
faints  figh  under  their  flefh  and  blood,  which  clogs,  and  loads, 
and  deprefles  them ;  whilft  the  penitent  are  ftill  begging  their 
pardon,  and  the  humble  full  of  fears  and  mifgivings  by  reafon 
of  their  numerous  failings ;  whilft  the  beft  of  them  all  fee 
Heaven  only  through  a  glafs  darkly,  and  at  a  diftance,  and 
can  reach  no  higher  in  this  world  than  hope,  and  defire,  and 
reliance  on  God's  promife,  and  patient  expectation, — Daniel, 
the  man  greatly  beloved,  has  an  angel  fent  on  purpofe  by 
God,  to  aflure  him  of  his  lot  in  a  Glorious  Eternity,  and  that 
his  manfion  there  was  prepar'd  and  brighten'd  to  receive  him. 
And  yet  this  is  not  all ; — Daniel  was  not  only  aflur'd  of 
future  glory,  but  of  a  greater  degree  of  glory  than  others  had  : 
for,  having  made  it  his  great  bufmefs  here  below  to  love  God 
himfelf,  and  greatly  to  love  Him,  and  to  excite  others  to  love 
God  as  greatly  as  he  lov'd  Him,  he  was  to  have  a  more 
fublime  exaltation  in  blifs  than  ordinary ;  the  greater  his  love 
was,  the  nearer  was  he  to  be  feated  to  the  Throne  of  God, 
his  Beloved  ;  and  having  turned  many  to  rlghteoufnefs^  he  was 
to  Jhlne  as  thejtarsfor  ever  and  ever. 

*  "  Dark  frown'd  the  future  even  on  him, 

The  loving  and  beloved  Seer, 
What  time  he  faw,  thro'  fhadows  dim, 

The  boundary  of  th'  eternal  year  ; 
He  only  of  the  fons  of  men 
Nam'd  to  be  heir  of  glory  then. 
Elfe  it  had  bruis'd  too  fore  his  tender  heart 
To  fee  GOD'S  ranfom'd  world  in  wrath  and  flame  depart." 
CHRISTIAN  YEAR  :  Thurfday  before  Eafter, — where  Mr.  KEBLE,  in  a 
note,  refers  to  this  Sermon  on  the  charafter  of  Daniel.     I  have  endea- 
voured to  Ihorten  thefe  extra&s ;  but  found  that,  in  doing  fo,  I  muft 
omit  fome   eflential  features  of  the   portraiture  of  the  Prophet,  thus 
vividly  drawn  by  the  Bimop.    The  form  and  beauty  of  the  paflages  will 
be  my  juftification,  and  perhaps  direft  the  reader  to  the  perufal  of  the 
whole  fermon. 
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"  If,  then,  you  would  learn  Daniel's  fecret,  that  powerfi.il 
inflammative  and  prefervative  of  Love,  which  Daniel  had, 
and  which  made  him,  according  to  the  text,  underftood  in  a 
paflive  fenfe,  a  man  greatly  beloved:  take  the  very  fame 
expreffion  in  an  active  fenfe,  and  then  you  have  it ;  he  did 
greatly  love^  and  therefore  he  was  greatly  beloved :  that  was  all 
the  Court-cunning,  all  the  Philtre  that  Daniel  had.  It  is 
Love  that  moft  naturally  attracts  Love  ;  and  from  this  love  he 
is  called  a  man  of  defires ; — of  defires  for  the  glory  of  God, 
and  for  the  welfare  of  the  King  and  people  : — ftill  I  am 
fhort ; — he  was  a  man  full  of  defires ;  fo  full,  that  he  was 
made  up  of  defires — he  was  all  defires ;  for  fo  the  original 
emphatically  ftiles  him,  Thou  art  defires. 

"  You  have  now  feen  how  love  was  reciprocal,  how  Daniel 
greatly  lov'd  God,  the  King,  and  the  People  :  and  this  was 
the  fecret  he  had,  which  naturally  attracted  fo  univerfal  a 
love  :  a  fecret  which  is  neither  too  myfterious  for  your  com- 
prehenfion,  nor  too  heroic  for  your  imitation  :  a  fecret  of  a 
certain  and  approv'd  virtue.  For  goodnefs  is  awful  and 
amiable  to  all  mankind,  and  has  charms  that  are  irrefiftible. 
There  is  a  powerful  fweetnefs,  a  propitious  obligingnefs,  and 
fuch  effufions  and  radiations  of  divinity  in  it,  as  command  our 
affections,  and  are  able  to  overcome  all  our  averfions ;  and  I 
am  confident  that  there  is  no  one  here  but,  if  he  would  make 
the  experiment,  would  find  a  proportionable  fuccefs.  Let 
me  then  exhort  you,  let  me  befeech  you  to  confider  all  the 
attra&ives  of  the  Divine  Love,  till  God's  fbverei<m  love 

'  o 

inflame  you,  and  you  habitually  breathe  His  praifes.  Learn 
like  Daniel,  humility  by  affliction,  purity  by  temperance  ;  to 
keep  your  graces  alive  by  prayer,  and  by  frequenting  your 
Oratory  ;  to  fubdue  rebellious  nature  by  fafting  and  mortifica- 
tions. Learn  from  Daniel  a  univerfal  obligingnefs  and  be- 
nignity, an  awful  love  to  your  Prince,  a  conftant  fidelity,  an 
undaunted  courage,  an  unwearied  zeal  in  ferving  him.  Learn 
from  Daniel  an  equal  mixture  of  the  wifdom  of  the  ferpent, 
and  of  the  innocence  of  the  dove,  an  inoffenfive  converfation, 
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a  clean  integrity,  and  an  impartial  juftice  to  all  within  your 
fphere.  Learn  from  the  Man  greatly  beloved  to  reconcile 
policy  and  religion,  bufmefs  and  devotion,  abftinence  and 
abundance,  greatnefs  and  goodnefs,  magnanimity  and  humility, 
power  and  fubjecStion,  authority  and  affability,  converfation  and 
retirement,  intereft  and  integrity,  Heaven  and  the  Court,  the 
favour  of  God  and  the  favour  of  the  King ; — and  you  are 
mafters  of  Daniel's  fecret ;  you  will  fecure  yourfelves  an  uni- 
verfal  and  lafting  intereft ;  you  will,  like  him,  be  greatly 
beloved  both  by  God  and  man.  For  when  we  have  in  vain 
tried  all  other  methods,  there  is  nothing  ftable  but  virtue ; 
nothing  that  can  keep  us  fteady  in  all  refolutions  but  the  LOVE 
OF  GOD,"  &c. 

And  then  follows  a  noble  and  matchlefs  burft  of 
eulogy  upon  this,  his  favourite,  theme,  hardly  to  be 
equalled  even  in  his  own  writings,  but  which  muft  be 
here  omitted  for  want  of  fpace.  The  fermon  being 
fpecially  appointed  for  the  feafon  of  Lent,  he  did  not 
neglect  the  occafion  to  urge  upon  his  hearers  the  duty 
of  obferving  the  rule  of  the  Church  in  abftaining  from 
their  felf-indulgence,  at  leaft  on  the  appointed  days, 
and  efpecially  in  Lent : 

"  I  mention,"  he  fays,  "  this  example  of  Daniel,  to  mow 
what  the  ancients  thought  Fafting,  and  how  they  kept  Lent : 
I  do  not  exhort  you  to  follow  them  any  further  than  either 
our  climate  or  our  conftitutions  will  bear  j  but  we  may  eafily 
follow  Daniel  in  abftaining  from  wine,  and  from  the  more 
pleafurable  meats  ;  and  fuch  an  abftinence  as  this,  with  fuch 
a  mourning  for  our  own  fins,  and  the  fins  of  others,  is  the 
proper  exercife  of  a  Primitive  Spirit  during  all  the  weeks  of 
Lent.  For  what  is  Lent,  in  its  original  inftitution,  but  a  fpi- 
ritual  conflict:  to  fubdue  the  flefh  to  the  fpirit,  to  beat  down 
our  bodies,  and  to  bring  them  into  fubje&ion  ?  What  is  it 
but  a  penitential  martyrdom  for  fo  many  weeks  together, 
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which  we  fuffer  for  our  own  and  others'  fins  ?  A  devout 
foul,  that  is  able  to  obferve  it,  faftens  himfelf  to  the  Crofs  on 
Ajhwednefday,  and  hangs  crucify'd  by  contrition  all  the  Lent 
long ;  that  having  felt  in  his  clofet  the  burthen  and  the 
anguifh,  the  Nails  and  the  Thorns,  and  tafted  the  Gall  of  his 
own  fins,  he  may  by  his  own  Crucifixion  be  better  difpofed 
to  be  crucify'd  with  Chrift  on  Good-Friday,  and  moft  tenderly 
to  fympathize  with  all  the  Dolours,  and  PrefTures,  and  Anguim, 
and  Torments,  and  Defertion,  Infinite,  Unknown,  and  Un- 
fpeakable,  which  God  Incarnate  endured,  when  He  bled  upon 
the  Crofs  for  the  fins  of  the  world ;  that  being  purify'd  by 
repentance,  and  made  conformable  to  Chrift  Crucify'd,  he 
may  offer  up  a  pure  oblation  at  Eafter,  and  feel  the  power,  and 
the  joys,  and  the  triumph  of  his  Saviour's  Refurre&ion." 

Not  long  after  this  Ken  was  again  fummoned  from 
Wells  to  aflift  at  the  Coronation  of  James,  which 
took  place  on  the  23 rd  of  April,  being  St.  George's 
day.  Archbifhop  Sancroft  received  the  King's  com- 
mands to  attend,  and  perform  fuch  fervices  as  mould 
be  required ;  he  was  to  fend  circular  letters  to  the 
refpective  Bimops  of  his  Province,  enjoining  them  to 
be  prefent.*  Among  the  Tanner  MSS.  in  the  Bod- 
leian are  the  original  drafts,'!"  in  Bancroft's  handwriting, 
of  the  intended  fervice,  which  he  had  no  fmall  diffi- 
culty in  framing  to  fuit  the  King's  confcience.  After 
various  alterations,  the  order  of  proceeding  was  fettled 
under  a  warrant  from  the  King.  The  Holy  Com- 
munion had  always  formed  part  of  the  Coronation 
fervice ;  but  this  was  omitted  £  on  the  prefent  occa- 

*  D'Oyly's  Life  of  Sancroft,  edit.  1840,  p.  126. 
•f-  Tanner  MSS.,  vol.  xxxi. 

J  "  It  has  been  ftated  that  Archbifhop  Sancroft  afterwards  reproached 
himfelf  for  confenting  to  this  omiffion,  and  that  the  circumftance  lay 
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fion,  James  being  unable,  as  a  Papift,*  to  receive  it 
in  the  Anglican  form.  He  felected  Ken,  although 
the  junior  Bifhop,  to  walk  by  his  fide,  under  the 
canopy  of  flate,f  in  the  proceilion  from  Weftminfter 
Hall,  and  to  be  his  fupporter  on  the  fteps  of  the 
throne  during  the  ceremonies  in  the  Abbey.  J  His 
friend,  Francis  Turner,  §  Bifhop  of  Ely,  was  appointed 
to  preach  the  Coronation  fermon,  a  fervice  which  after- 
wards bound  him  with  additional  ties  to  the  caufe  of 
James  after  he  was  dethroned.  ||  Thus  we  fee  the 
two  poor  Winchefter  fcholars  brought  to  great  emi- 


heavy  on  his  fpirits."  D'Oyly's  Life  of  Bancroft,  p.  127,  on  the 
authority  of  Salmon's  Lives  of  Englifh  Bifhops,  p.  96. 

*  Subfequent  to  this,  he  ftruck  out  the  word  "true"''  before  the 
word  "  Religion,"''  in  the  Service  for  the  29th  of  May,  the  day  of  the 
Reftoration.  See  Tanner  MSS.,  vol.  xxxi.  fol.  54. 

f  Among  the  engravings  in  Sandford's  elaborate  and  highly  orna- 
mented work  of  the  Coronation,  fol.,  1687,  is  one  reprefenting  the  King 
and  his  attendants  in  proceffion  j  the  countenance  of  Ken  appears  to  be 
a  correft  liktnefs  when  compared  with  other  engraved  portraits  of  him. 

J  People  were  ftruck  by  the  King's  demeanour  throughout  the  auguft 
ceremonial,  contrafted,  as  it  was,  with  the  ferioufnefs  and  humility  of 
the  Queen :  "  me  anfwered  all  the  refponfes,  but  he  never  moved  his 
lips  :  me  expreffed  great  devotion,  but  he  little  or  none  ;  often  looking 
about,  as  unconcerned.  When  me  was  anointed  and  crowned,  I  never 
faw  greater  devotion  in  any  countenance."  Bifhop  Patrick's  Auto- 
biography, i2mo,  1839,  p.  105. 

§  Evelyn  mentions  Turner  as  a  good  preacher  in  the  former  reign, 
and  we  fhall  fee  afterwards  that  he  was  a  diftinguifhed  fpeaker  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  ;  "  Dr.  Turner,  now  tranflated  from  Rochefter  to  Ely 
upon  the  death  of  Dr.  Peter  Gunning,  preached  before  the  King  at 
Whitehall,  on  Romans  iii.  8,  a  very  excellent  fermon,  vindicating  the 
Church  of  England  againft  the  pernicious  doftrines  of  the  Church  of 
Rome.  He  challenged  the  producing  but  of  five  clergymen  who  for- 
fook  our  Church  and  went  over  to  that  of  Rome,  during  all  the  troubles 
and  rebellions  in  England,  which  lafted  near  twenty  years  ;  and  this  was, 
to  my  certain  obfervation,  a  great  truth."  Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.  ii. 
p. 200. 

||  Life  of  Kettlewell,  8vo,  1718,  p.  430. 
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nence,  both  men  of  ferious  lives,  who  efteemed  a  holy 
retirement  above  all  the  parade  of  courts,  yet  fought 
out  by  the  King,  as  worthy  of  the  higheft  marks  of 
favour  he  could  beftow. 

Shortly  after,  James  opened  Parliament  with  a 
fpeech,  in  which  he  promifed  to  fupport  and  defend 
the  Church  of  England,  and  the  people  feemed  dif- 
pofed  to  rely  on  his  pledges.  The  Commons,  by 
unanimous  vote,  fettled  upon  him  during  his  life  the 
revenues  enjoyed  by  the  late  King.  The  Speaker,  in 
prefenting  the  Bill  for  the  Royal  aflent,  exprefled  the 
fatisfaclion  of  the  Houfe  in  his  "  Majefty's  gracious 
and  facred  word,  repeated  declarations,  and  aflurance 
to  fupport  and  defend  the  religion  of  the  Church  of 
England,  as  is  now  by  law  eftablifhed  :  and  we  humbly 
befeech  your  Majefty  to  accept  this  revenue,  and 
along  with  it  our  hearty  prayers,  that  God  Almighty 
would  blefs  you  with  a  long  life  and  happy  reign  to 
enjoy  it."  The  King  thanked  them  very  heartily  for 
the  Bill,  declaring  that  their  readinefs  and  cheerfulnefs 
in  the  difpatch  of  it  was  as  acceptable  to  him  as  the 
Bill  itfelf :  and  that  he  could  not  exprefs  his  thoughts 
more  fuitably  than  by  afTuring  them  he  had  "  a  true 
Englifh  heart,  as  jealous  of  the  honour  of  the  nation 
as  you  can  be ;  and  I  pleafe  myfelf  with  the  hopes 
that,  by  God's  bleffmg,  and  your  afliftance,  I  may 
carry  the  reputation  of  it  yet  higher  in  the  world 
than  ever  it  has  been  in  the  time  of  any  of  my 
anceftors." 
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CHAPTER   XL 

The  Duke  of  Monmouth;  his  life  and  character — Invades 
England — Lands  in  the  Weft  of  England — Defeated  in  the 
battle  of  Sedgemoor  —  Cruelties  of  Lord  Feverjham^  and 
Colonel  Kirke — Ken's  appeal  to  the  King  on  behalf  of  the 
prifoners — Monmouth  condemned  to  death  —  Ken  attends  him 
on  the  fcaffolcL 

N  the  midft  of  this  interchange  of  civili- 
ties between  the  King  and  Parliament, 
intelligence  arrived  that  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth,  an  illegitimate  fon  of  the 
late  King,  had  landed  at  Lyme,  in 
Dorfetmire,  and  fet  up  the  ftandard  of  rebellion  in  the 
weftern  counties.  The  Parliament  immediately  pa/Ted 
a  Bill  of  attainder  againft  him,  offered  a  reward  of 
5,ooo/.  to  any  who  mould  bring  him  in,  and  having 
voted  4OO,ooo/.  to  the  King  for  the  prefent  emer- 
gency, both  Houfes  adjourned  on  the  2nd  of  July, 
the  members  being  difmifled  to  their  feveral  counties, 
where  their  prefence  was  required  to  encourage  the 
loyal,  and  control  the  difaffected.  Ken  was  prefent 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  this  occafion  ;*  but  within 


*  It  does  not  appear  that  Ken  ever  fpoke  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 
After  this  prorogation  James  never  afTembled  the  Parliament  again, 
except  for  a  few  days  in  Auguft  and  November  following.  On  the 
laft  occafion  Compton,  Bifhop  of  London,  fpoke  againft  the  employment 
of  Popifli  officers,  and  declared  that  he  exprefled,  not  only  his  own  fen- 
timents,  but  thofe  of  his  brethren. 
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a  few  days  after  we  find  him  in  his  Diocefe,  a  mef- 
fenger  of  charity  amidft  the  din  of  war,  raifed  by  the 
invafion. 

This  period  of  Monmouth's  hiftory  forcibly  illuf- 
trates  the  Bimop's  character  in  two  particulars, — his 
compaflion  for  fufferers,  and  his  ftedfaftnefs  in  carry- 
ing out  the  injunctions  of  the  Church,  even  when  his 
benevolent  feelings  would  have  prompted  him  to  relax 
the  ftrictnefs  of  her  rule.  It  is,  therefore,  neceflary 
to  enter  into  a  brief  review  of  Monmouth's  eventful 
life.  He  was  the  eldeft  fon  of  Charles  II.,  born  at 
Rotterdam  during  the  King's  exile.  He  firft  went  by 
the  name  of  James  Crofts,  received  his  education  at 
Paris  under  the  care  of  Henrietta  Maria,  and  was 
brought  up  a  Roman  Catholic.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen, foon  after  the  Reftoration,  the  King  fent  for  him 
to  Court,  provided  him  a  ftately  equipage,  appointed 
for  his  ufe  apartments  in  the  Privy  Gallery  at  White- 
hall, and  by  warrant  authorized  him  to  bear  the  royal 
arms  of  England  and  France.  He  caufed  him  alfo  to 
be  reconciled  to  the  Englifh  Church. 

He  was  a  youth  of  lovely  form  and  countenance, 
perfected  in  all  the  graces  and  accomplifhments  of 
the  Court,  and  fo  great  a  favourite  with  the  King, 
that  for  many  years  he  lavifhed  upon  him  every 
honour  and  endearment  that  an  over-indulgent  parent 
could  beftow.  Having  already  created  him  a  Peer  of 
Parliament,  and  a  Knight  of  the  Garter,  before  he 
was  eighteen  years  old,  he  fecured  for  him  in  mar- 
riage the  richeft  heirefs  of  the  kingdom,  the  beautiful 
Countefs  of  Buccleuch,  then  only  fixteen  years  of  age. 
The  mere  lift  of  his  titles  and  offices  would  fuffice  to 
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fhow  the  entire  devotion  of  the  King's  heart  to  this 
Abfalom  of  his  houfe.* 

Charles  feemed  to  delight  in  his  fociety : — wherever 
he  went  Monmouth  was  his  chofen  companion,  or  if 
he  fent  him  occasionally  to  ferve  in  the  French  army, 
he  was  everywhere  received  with  the  honours  due  to 
royalty.  The  Diaries  of  Evelyn  and  Pepys  abound 
with  notices  of  the  over-weening  attachment  of  his 
father,  who  feemed  to  love  him  for  his  very  faults. 
Thefe  were  indeed  too  like  his  own;  for  he  was  a 
profligate  youth,  owning  no  law  but  his  own  will. 
Pepys  fays,  "  the  little  Duke  of  Monmouth  is  ordered 
to  take  place  of  all  Dukes,  and  fo  follow  Prince 
Rupert,  before  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  or  any 
elfe:" — "the  King  fo  fond  of  the  Duke  of  M.  that 
everybody  admires  it :  and  the  Duke  fays  he  would 
be  the  death  of  any  man,  who  fays  the  King  was  not 
married  to  his  mother :" — "  the  Duke  of  Monmouth 
fpends  his  time  moft  vicioufly  and  idly  of  any  man, 
nor  will  be  fit  for  any  thing :  yet  fpeaks  confidently 
of  his  mother  having  been  married  to  the  King : " 
"  talk  of  the  D.  of  Monmouth  being  made  Prince  of 
Wales  not  true  : "  &c.  &c. 

We  cannot  wonder  that  the  King's  brother  mould 
be  alarmed  at  fuch  indications  of  an  ill-regulated  par- 


*  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Buccleuch,  Earl  of  Doncafter  and  Dal- 
keith,  Lord  Scott  of  Tindale,  Whitchefter,  and  Afhdale.  Lord  Great 
Chamberlain  of  Scotland,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  Eaft  Riding  of  York- 
mire,  Governor  of  Kingfton-upon-Hull,  Chief  Juftice  in  Eyre  of  all  the 
Forefts,  Chafes,  Parks,  and  Warrens  fouth  of  the  River  Trent,  Lord 
General  of  all  the  King's  Land  Forces,  Captain  of  the  Life  Guards  of 
Horfe,  Chancellor  of  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  Mafter  of  the  Horfe, 
and  Lord  of  the  Privy  Council,  &c. 
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tiality;  and  the  more  fo  becaufe  Monmouth,  grown 
bold  by  indulgence,  began  openly  to  afpire  to  the 
fucceflion,  aiming  at  popularity  as  "  the  Proteftant 
Duke,"  and  lending  himfelf  to  the  Whig  party,  whofe 
aim  was  to  exclude  James  from  the  throne  as  a 
"  Popifh  Recufant."  We  may  pafs  over  the  details 
ofthefe  feuds,  which  have  afforded  to  political  writers 
fo  fertile  a  theme  of  mutual  recrimination.  One 
thing  is  certain,  that  Monmouth's  fagacity  and  pre- 
fence  of  mind  were  unequal  to  his  ambition  :  his  folly 
was  exceeded  only  by  his  moral  cowardice,  and  ingra- 
titude :  he  became  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  Shaftefbury,* 
and  others,  who  were  engaged  in  defigns  againft  his 
father's  Government. 

The  King,  being  now  aware  of  his  dangerous 
views,  and  to  prevent  any  future  difpute  concerning 
the  fucceflion,  entered  with  his  own  hand  in  the 
Council  book  a  declaration,  "  as  in  the  prefence  of 
Almighty  God,  that  he  never  gave,  nor  made,  any 
contract  of  marriage  whatfoever,  but  to  her  prefent 
Majefty  Queen  Catherine,  now  living."  This  was 
attefted  by  fixteen  Privy  Counfellors.  He  afterwards 
caufed  a  like  declaration  to  be  enrolled  in  Chancery, 
efpecially  difclaiming,  "  on  the  word  of  a  king,  and 
the  faith  of  a  Chriftian,  that  he  was  ever  married  to 
Mrs.  Barlow,  alias  Walters,  the  Duke  of  Monmouth's 
mother.")- 


*   Rerefby's  Memoirs,  p.  95. 

-f-  A  Letter  to  a  Perfon  of  Honour  concerning  the  King's  dif- 
avowing,  &c.  Somers's  Tracts,  vol.  i.  p.  82.  Six  months  afterwards 
finding  the  fame  rumour  of  this  marriage  "  fpread  abroad  with  great 
induftry  and  malice,"  the  King  published  his  Declarations  in  the  Lon- 
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As  a  further  fatisfaction  to  James,  Monmouth  was 
banimed  for  a  while  to  Holland  :  but  returning  mortly 
after  without  leave,  he  made  a  public  progrefs  through 
the  weft  of  England,  every  where  exciting  the  people 
againft  his  uncle.  One  of  his  panegyrifts  defcribes 
that,  in  his  march  through  Somerfetfhire,  "  he  was 
carefled  with  the  joyful  acclamations  of  the  country 
people,  who  came  from  all  parts  twenty  miles  about, 
the  lanes  and  hedges  being  every  where  lined  with 
men,  women,  and  children,  who  with  incerTant  mouts 
cried  c  God  blefs  King  Charles,  and  the  Proteftant 
Duke.'"  In  many  towns  and  parimes  <c  they  ftrewed 
the  ftreets  and  highways,  where  he  was  to  pafs,  with 
herbs  and  flowers."  *  In  fome  places  he  was  attended 
by  a  concourfe  of  2,000  perfons  on  horfeback,  and  in 
others,  as  on  his  approach  to  Exeter,  he  was  met  by 
the  citizens  and  the  people  of  all  the  adjacent  parts, 
to  the  number  of  20,000.  On  another  occafion,  <c  as 
he  entered  Chefter  with  his  whole  train,  the  flaming 
piles  wherewith  the  ftreets  were  enlightened,  and  the 
harmonious  noife  from  the  feveral  fteeples,  loudly 
proclaimed  his  welcome,  and  the  extraordinary  joy 
the  people  conceived  for  his  Grace's  prefence  among 

them."f 

In  this  manner  he  continued,  for  three  years,  to  be 
the  rallying  point  of  all  the  difaffecled,  endeavouring 


don  Gazette  of  June  jth  to  icth,  1680.  See  alfo  Evelyn's  Diary, 
vol.  ii.  p.  229,  for  an  account  of  this  wretched  courtezan.  He  calls 
Monmouth  "  this  Perkin,  who  had  been  made  to  believe  that  the  King 
had  married  her ;  a  monftrous  and  ridiculous  forgery  ! " 

*  Heroick  Life,  and  Magnanimous  Aftions  of  the  moft  Illuftrious 
Prince,  James  Duke  of  Monmouth.  London,  izmo,  1683,  p.  101. 

f   Ibid.  p.  127. 
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to  render  the  King's  government  odious,  and  forgetful 
of  every  tie  that  mould  bind  a  fon  to  the  fondeft  of 
fathers.  The  King  long  forbore  any  proceedings 
againft  him:  but  in  June,  1683,  he  was  arrefted  at 
Stafford  by  a  Serjeant  at  Arms,  under  a  warrant  from 
the  King,  declaring  that  "  James  Duke  of  Monmouth 
hath  lately  appeared  in  feveral  parts  of  this  kingdom 
with  great  numbers  of  people  in  a  riotous  and  unlawful 
manner,  to  the  difturbance  of  the  public  peace,  and 
the  terrour  of  His  Majefty's  good  fubjects  :  thefe  are 
therefore  to  command  you  forthwith  to  apprehend  the 
faid  Duke  of  Monmouth,"  &c. 

At  length  the  Whig  faction,  being  difappointed 
in  all  their  endeavours  to  undermine  the  Government, 
entered  into  a  ram  confpiracy,  known  as  the  Rye 
Houfe  Plot,  for  which  William  Lord  RufTell,  and 
Algernon  Sidney  fuffered  death.  The  merits  of  that 
popular  nobleman,  and  the  truth  or  falfehood  of  the 
treafonable  part  of  the  charge  againft  him  and  his 
aflbciates,  have  been  often  and  varioufly  difcuffed.  If 
we  cannot  concur  in  Mr.  Fox's  judgment,  that  "  their 
attempt  to  deliver  their  country  from  the  dreadful 
fervitude  into  which  it  had  fallen  was  clearly  laud- 
able," we  affent  to  his  opinion,  that  the  condemnation 
(in  the  manner  of  it),  and  therefore  the  execution  of 
Ruffell,  "  was  a  violation  of  law  and  juftice."  There 
was  fomething  truly  Englim  in  his  general  character ; 
but  his  factious  fpirit  carried  him  into  guilty  extremes. 
We  can  never  forget  his  joining  in  the  cruel,  and 
relentlefs  perfecution  of  the  aged  Lord  Stafford,  found 
guilty  of  high  treafon  on  the  teftimony  of  the  per- 
jured Gates,  and  his  aflbciates.  Ruflell's  death  was  fo 
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Chriftian  and  brave,  that  few  characters  in  the  range 
of  our  hiftory  have  met  with  more  honour,  to  which 
the  admirable  character  and  letters  of  his  wife,  Lady 
Rachel  RufTell,  have  greatly  contributed.  It  was,  no 
doubt,  an  ardent  love  of  liberty  which  prompted  him 
to  embark  in  this  futile  confpiracy  againft  a  govern- 
ment, fo  firmly  eftablifhed  that  any  momentary  fuccefs 
muft  have  ended  in  wide  fpread  fuffering,  and  fevere 
retribution.  He  committed  himfelf  to  afTociates,  few 
of  whom  had  any  of  his  virtues,  and  therefore  few 
deferved  his  confidence :  moft  of  them  proved  to  be 
mean,  unprincipled  cowards,  and  either  fled,  or  gave 
evidence  againft  him.  His  headlong  party-fpirit  over- 
maftered  the  forethought  and  circumfpection,  fo  indif- 
penfable  in  all  difficult  enterprizes.  The  refources  at 
his  command  were  altogether  unequal  to  the  end  pro- 
pofed.  We  may,  therefore,  believe  that  he  had  no 
genius  to  realize  the  afpirations  of  a  fervid  mind. 
The  only  evidence  we  have  of  real  greatnefs  of  cha- 
racter is  the  heroic  calmnefs  of  his  death,  which  was 
worthy  of  all  praife. 

Various  opinions  muft  ever  continue  to  exift  as  to 
the  merits  of  Ruffell  and  Sidney,  but  for  the  conduct 
of  Monmouth  in  this  plot  againft  his  father  not  a 
word  of  extenuation  can  be  offered :  it  bears  the  deep 
dye  of  ingratitude.  The  King  did  not  doubt  that  he 
had  entertained  the  defign  of  his  afTaffination ;  for  he 
proclaimed  him  a  traitor,  offered  5<DO/.  reward  for  his 
feizure,  and  in  a  declaration,  which  was  read  in  every 
Church  throughout  the  land,  he  deliberately  charged 
this  fon  of  his  affection  with  having  joined  in  a 
"  treafonable  confpiracy  againft  his  facred  perfon  and 
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government."  And  now  he  fhowed,  by  his  treacherous 
and  craven  conduct  how  unworthy  he  was  of  the  con- 
fidence of  any  man. 

Though  it  is  impoflible  to  juftify  their  acts,  we 
may  believe  that  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  dangers  which 
threatened  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  the  liberties  of 
England,  impelled  RufTell  and  Sidney  to  join  in  the 
confpiracy.  But  his  own  selfim  projects  were  the 
only  impulfe  of  Monmouth's  mind.  No  fooner  did 
he  fee  them  fruftrated  than  he  haftened  to  fecure  his 
own  fafety  by  unmanly  difclofures  againft  his  friends. 
He  wrote  a  fubmiflive  letter  to  the  King,  conferTing 
his  guilt,  and  declaring  "  if  ever  again  he  did  any 
thing  againft  the  Duke  of  York,  he  would  never  aik 
to  fee  the  King's  face  again,  which  was  the  greateft 
curfe  he  could  lay  on  himfelf."  He  was  admitted  to 
an  audience,  fell  on  his  knees  before  the  King  and  the 
Duke,  and  implored  their  pardon :  he  even  demeaned 
himfelf  to  write,  at  their  dictation,  the  letter  which 
proves  him  to  have  been  a  rebel  againft  his  father, 
and  has  for  ever  ftamped  him  a  traitor  to  his  own 
aflbciates : 

"I  have  heard"  (thus  he  writes  to  the  King)  "  fome 
reports  of  me,  as  if  I  fhould  have  leflened  the  late  Plot,  and 
gone  about  to  difcredit  the  evidence  given  againft  thofe  who 
have  died  by  juftice.  Your  Majefty  and  the  Duke  know 
how  ingenuoufly  I  have  owned  the  late  confpiracy;  and 
though  I  am  not  confcious  of  a  defign  againft  your  Majefty's 
life,  yet  I  lament  the  having  had  fb  great  a  (hare  in  the  other 
part  of  the  faid  confpiracy.  Sir,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
put  this  in  writing  for  my  own  vindication  ;  and  I  befeech  you 
to  look  forward,  and  endeavour  to  forget  the  faults  you  have 
forgiven  me.  1  will  take  care  never  to  commit  any  more 
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againft  you,  or  come  within  the  danger  of  being  again  mifled 
from  my  duty ;  but  make  it  the  bufmefs  of  my  life  to  deferve 
the  pardon  your  Majefty  hath  granted  to 

"  Your  dutiful 

"MONMOUTH."* 

He  was  quickly  made  fenfible  of  the  difgrace  into 
which  he  had  plunged  himfelf  by  this  betrayal  of  his 
accomplices.  Repenting  this  poor  act  of  repentance, 
he  went  to  the  King,  and  earneftly  implored  him  to 
return  the  paper,  which  "  he  thought  was  a  diminution 
of  his  honor."  His  father  anlwered  that  he  would 
not  keep  it  againft  his  will ;  but  warned  him  not  to 
recall  what  alone  could  teftify  the  fincerity  of  his 
forrow.  He  perfifted  in  his  requeft ;  and  Charles 
gave  him  back  his  letter.  But  no  fooner  had  Mon- 
mouth  got  pofleflion  of  the  paper,  than  he  denied 
having  ever  made  any  acknowledgment  of  guilt,  thus 
prefenting  himfelf  to  friends  and  foes  a  ftrange  fpec- 
tacle  of  alternate  rebellion,  meannefs,  and  falfehood. 
The  King  banimed  him  for  ever  from  his  prefence : 
thus  he  incurred  the  penalty  which  he  had  declared 
would  be  "  the  greateft  curfe  he  could  lay  upon  him- 
felf," for  he  retired  again  to  Holland,  and  faw  his 
father's  face  no  more. 

It  has  been  aflerted  that  Charles  so  far  relented  as 
to  fupply  him  with  money,  and  to  correfpond  with 
him ;  and  that,  juft  before  his  own  fatal  illnefs,  being 
unable  to  endure  Monmouth's  abfence,  he  meditated 
his  recall.  If  this  were  fo,  it  would  only  mark  more 

*  Life,  Progrefles,  and  Rebellion  of  James,  Duke  of  Monmouth,  by 
George  Roberts,  1844,  vol.  i.  p.  172. 

T 
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emphatically  the  ingratitude  of  the  fon,  who  could 
plot  againft  fo  affectionate  a  father.  The  fact  receives 
fome  confirmation  from  the  flattering  attentions  paid 
to  him  by  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange  at  the 
Hague,  during  the  lifetime  of  the  King,  who  would 
be  gratified  by  this  indulgence.  The  active  part 
which  Monmouth  had  taken  againft  the  Roman 
Catholic  Duke  might  enhance  his  claim  to  the  favour 
of  the  Proteftant  Stadtholder.  But  no  fooner  did  the 
news  of  Charles's  death  reach  Holland,  than  all  things 
wore  a  different  afpect  at  the  Dutch  Court.  The 
Prince  found  it  more  to  his  own  interefts  to  treat  this 
avowed  enemy  of  the  new  King  with  a  prudent 
referve. 

James  II.  in  his  Memoirs,  would  have  it  believed 
that  the  Prince  defired  to  foment  the  quarrel  between 
him  and  Monmouth,  one  a  Pretender  to  the  throne, 
the  other  in  poffeffion, 

"  And  whichever  got  the  better  would  equally  advantage  his 
pretenfions.  If  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  [who  was  illegiti- 
mate] fucceeded,  it  would  be  eafy  for  William,  that  was  a 
Proteftant  as  well  as  he,  and  in  right  of  his  wife  the  next  heir, 
to  fhove  him  off  the  faddle.  If  on  the  contrary  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth  was  worfted,  he  got  rid  of  a  dangerous  rival ;  and 
was  fure  all  his  party  would  have  recourfe  to  him.  This 
made  him,  underhand,  do  all  he  could  to  inflame  the  young 
man's  fury  and  ambition  j  and  fend  him  out  like  a  vi&im  to 
the  flaughter,  playing  a  fure  game  himfelf,  to  whomfoever 
fortune  fhould  give  the  advantage."* 

There  appears  no  ground  whatever  for  this  grave 
accufation. 

*   Clarke's  Life  of  James  II.,  vol.  ii.  p.  25. 
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As  foon  as  James  came  to  the  throne  he  made 
application  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  through  his 
envoy  at  the  Hague,  to  have  Monmouth  fecured  and 
fent  to  England,  before  he  could  form  any  dangerous 
defigns.  William  was  incapable  of  fuch  an  act  of 
treachery,  even  had  it  fuited  his  plans.  He  recom- 
mended Monmouth  to  leave  Holland,  where  he  could 
no  longer  protect  him,  and  gave  him  money  to  carry 
him  to  BrufTels.  Here,  however,  he  was  ftill  purfued 
by  the  King's  watchful  jealoufy  ;  and  the  Spanifh  Go- 
vernor of  the  Netherlands  ordered  him  to  leave.  He 
could  not  take  refuge  in  France ;  for  James  was 
already  the  penfioner  and  clofe  ally  of  Louis.  Thus 
in  dread  of  arreft  whichever  way  he  turned,  urged  by 
Argyle,  Lord  Grey,  and  other  refugees  and  malcon- 
tents, Monmouth  was  impelled,  againft  his  own  judg- 
ment, to  precipitate  his  plans,  and  make  a  defcent  on 
England,  before  (as  was  fuppofed)  the  new  King 
could  mature  his  power.  He  had,  however,  no 
chance  of  fuccefs  in  the  prefent  good  underftanding 
between  the  King  and  his  Parliament ;  but  ran  upon 
certain  destruction.  Even  the  Prince  of  Orange,  who 
had  no  fympathy  with  James,  and  had  profeffed  great 
friendfhip  for  Monmouth,  when  he  faw  the  temper  of 
Parliament  to  put  down  the  rebellion,  offered  to 
come  over  to  England,  and  in  perfon  head  the  troops 
againft  him. 

Except  in  perfonal  bravery,  the  common  attribute 
of  foldiers,  Monmouth  was  wanting  in  all  the  qualities 
requifite  for  fuch  an  enterprife  as  the  invafion  of 
England  with  a  handful  of  men.  His  father's  indul- 
gence, and  the  flattery  of  a  court,  had  infpired  him 
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with  ambitious  hopes ;  the  breath  of  popular  applaufe 
had  inflated  him  to  a  high  prefumption :  but  he  had 
neither  deliberative  wifdom  to  form  great  plans,  judg- 
ment to  direct,  nor  moral  firmnefs  to  fuftain  them ; 
no  genius  or  decifion  to  command  fuccefs. 

As  the  day  appointed  for  his  embarking  from  the 
Texel  drew  near,  he  began  to  waver;  the  difficulties 
that  befet  his  path  appeared  in  their  true  proportions. 
But  this  conviction  came  too  late ;  he  was  pledged  to 
Argyle,  who  had  already  failed  for  Scotland  on  the 
faith  of  his  co-operating  in  England.  He  writes  to 
one  of  his  adherents, 

"  I  have  received  both  your's  this  morning,  and  cannot 
delay  you  my  anfwer  longer  than  this  poft,  though  I  fear  it 
will  not  pleafe  you  fb  much  as  I  heartily  wifh  it  may.  I  have 
weighed  all  your  reafbns,  and  every  thing  that  you  and  my 
other  friends  have  writ  to  me  on  the  fubjedt ;  and  have  done 
it  with  the  greateft  inclination  to  follow  your  advice  without 
prejudice.  You  may  well  believe  I  have  had  time  enough 
to  reflect  fufficiently  upon  our  prefent  ftate,  efpecially  fmce  I 
came  hither.  But  whatever  way  I  turn  my  thoughts,  I  find 
infuperable  difficulties.  Pray  do  not  think  it  an  effect  of 
melancholy,  for  that  was  never  my  greateft  fault,  when  I  tell 
you  that  in  thefe  three  weeks'  retirement  in  this  place,  I  have 
not  only  looked  back,  but  forward ;  and  the  more  I  confider 
our  prefent  circumftances,  I  think  them  ftill  the  more  defpe- 
rate,  unlefs  fome  unforefeen  accident  fall  out,  which  I  cannot 
divine  nor  hope  for." 

He  then  adduces  fome  excellent  reafons  againft  the 
enterprife, — any  one  of  which  mould  have  deterred 
him  from  engaging  in  it.  To  provide  againft  dif- 
ficulties, or  to  refolve  not  to  encounter  them,  is  the 
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part  of  wifdom — to  falter  in  the  moment  of  action  is 
weaknefs,  and  the  certain  prelude  to  difcomfiture. 

"  And"  (he  proceeds)  "  to  tell  you  my  thoughts 
without  difguife,  I  am  now  fo  much  in  love  with  a 
retired  life,  that  I  am  never  like  to  be  fond  of  making 
a  buftle  in  the  world  again."  He  fighed  after  the 
eafe  of  retirement,  when  he  mould  have  bravely 
buckled  on  his  fword :  whilft  he  grafped  at  a  difputed 
crown,  he  would  fain  folace  himfelf  in  the  repofe  of 
an  unambitious  life !  The  real  fecret  of  his  incon- 
fiftency  was  the  thraldom  of  an  unhallowed  pafTion 
for  Henrietta,  Baronefs  Wentworth,*  for  whom  he 
had'  forfaken  his  amiable  and  lovely  wife,  and  her 
children,  attempting  even  to  juftify  his  defertion  of 
her  on  the  unmanly  plea  of  a  too  early  marriage, 
which  to  a  generous  heart  would  endear,  if  not  fandify, 
the  union : 

"  Lady  Wentworth  had  followed  him  to  BrufTels,  defpe- 
rately  in  love  with  him ;  and  both  he  and  me  came  to  fancy 
that  he  being  married  to  his  Duchefs,  while  he  was  indeed  of 
the  age  of  confent,  but  not  capable  of  a  free  one,  the  marriage 
was  null :  fo  they  lived  together ;  and  me  had  heated  both 
herfelf  and  him  with  fuch  enthufiaftical  conceits,  that  they 
fancied  what  they  did  was  approved  of  God  !"f 

"  It  was,"  fays  Fox,  f c  with  great  reluctance  that  he 
tore  himfelf  from  the  arms  of  Lady  Wentworth,  with 

*  Henrietta  Maria  Wentworth,  Baronefs  of  Nettlefted  in  her  own 
right,  the  only  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas,  Lord  Wentworth.  Her 
feat  was  at  Toddington,  in  the  county  of  Bedford.  She  died  of  a 
broken  heart  nine  months  after  the  execution  of  Monmouth,  for  whom 
fhe  had  facrificed  her  fair  fame.  Life,  Progrefles,  and  Rebellion  of 
James,  Duke  of  Monmouth,  by  George  Roberts,  vol.ii.  pp.  322  and  339. 

f  Burnet's  Hift.  of  his  own  Time,  Ed?  1839,  p.  404. 
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whom  he  had  fo  firmly  perfuaded  himfelf  that  he 
could  be  happy  in  the  moft  obfcure  retirement,  that 
he  believed  himfelf  weaned  from  ambition,  which 
had  hitherto  been  the  only  paflion  of  his  mind."* 
Unprepared  and  irrefolute,  fearing  to  go  on,  amamed 
to  recede,  barely  efcaping  the  vigilance  of  James's 
agents,  he  fet  fail  on  the  24th  of  May,  with  three 
mips  and  150  followers.  After  a  tedious  pafTage  he 
landed  at  Lyme  on  the  1 1  th  of  June.  There  draw- 
ing his  fword,  he  knelt  down,  and  uttered  a  prayer  to 
the  God  of  Truth,  Who  in  every  part  of  His  divine 
word  commands  obedience  to  rulers,  and  honour  to 
kings,  befeeching  Him  to  blefs  the  caufe  of  a  rebellion, 
founded  on  pretenfions  which  he  himfelf  knew  to 
be  falfe. 

He  publifhed  a  long  inflated  proclamation,  full  of 
abfurd  reproaches  againft  "  James  Duke  of  York."  He 
charges  him  with  the  burning  of  London — with  having 
been  acceflbry  to  the  death  of  Sir  Edmundbury  God- 
frey— with  having  hired  execrable  villains  to  afTafTmate 
the  late  Earl  of  Eflex — with  cruelty  and  ingratitude 
in  the  murder  of  the  late  King,  "  for  which  villanous 
and  unnatural  crime,  that  barbarous  and  horrid  parri- 
cide, executed  upon  our  father,  we  will  profecute  him 
to  death  as  a  mortal  and  bloody  enemy."  He  aflerts 
his  own  legitimate  right  to  the  crowns  of  England, 
Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  Cf  notwithftanding  the 
means  ufed  by  the  late  king,  his  father,  upon  Popifh 
motives,  and  at  the  inftigation  of  the  Duke,  to  weaken 
and  obfcure  it."  He  denounces  all  who  mail  aid  the 

*   Clarke's  Life  of  James  II.,  vol.  ii.  p.  25. 
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faid  Duke  of  York  as  enemies  of  God,  mankind,  and 
their  country.  He  cc  calls  heaven  and  earth  to  witnefs 
to  the  neceflity  of  their  betaking  themfelves  to  arms 
as  men  and  Chriftians ; "  appeals  to  God  for  the 
juftice  of  his  caufe,  and  doubts  not  the  afliftance  of 
all  Proteftant  kings,  princes,  and  commonwealths, 
<c  who  do  either  regard  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrirt,  or 
their  own  interefts."  <f  Above  all,"  (he  adds)  "  our 
dependence  and  truft  is  upon  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  in 
whofe  name  we  go  forth,  and  to  whom  we  commit 
our  caufe,  and  refer  the  decifion  betwixt  us  and  our 
enemies  in  the  day  of  battle.  Now  let  us  play  the 
men  for  our  people,  and  for  the  cities  of  our  God ; 
and  the  Lord  do  that  which  feemeth  good  unto 
Him."* 

The  anfwers  he  received  to  this  mixture  of  folly, 
impiety,  and  falfehood,  were  an  Act  of  Parliament 
for  his  attainder,  and  a  proclamation  promifing  "  a 
reward  of  5,ooo/.  to  any  one  who  mail  bring  in  the 
perfon  of  James  Duke  of  Monmouth,  alive  or  dead." 
Great  numbers  of  the  common  people,  however, 
flocked  to  his  ftandard :  he  advanced  to  Axminfter, 
Taunton,  Bridgewater,  Briftol,  and  Bath,  amid  the 
fhouts  of  admiring  crowds,  gathering  an  undifciplined 
force  of  about  5,000  men,  without  military  refources, 
arms,  or  money.  No  doubt  many  of  the  gentry 
fecretly  wifhed  him  well,  hoping  that  by  any  means 
the  country  might  be  fecured  from  the  Romim  afcen- 
dancy:  but  the  Parliament  having  declared  againft 
him,  few  would  hazard  the  danger  of  joining  an 

*   Echard,  vol.  iii.  p.  758.     Kennett's  Hiftory,  vol.  iii.  p.  428. 
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infurrection  that  offered  fo  little  hope  of  a  profperous 
ifTue. 

Monmouth  was  deceived  into  a  vain  confidence  by 
proceffions  of  young  maidens,  fcattering  flowers  in  his 
path,  and  the  cries  of  welcome  from  a  fond  populace, 
admiring  his  perfonal  beauty,  and  captivated  by  his 
gracious  manners.  Thefe  demonftrations  of  attach- 
ment, and  the  urgent  advice  of  injudicious  friends, 
prompted  him  to  put  forth  another  addrefs,  proclaim- 
ing himfelf  King :  he  fet  a  price  on  James's  head, 
declared  the  Parliament  a  factious  affembly,*  and 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  (who  com- 
manded the  militia  againft  him)  figned  as  King,  order- 
ing him  to  lay  down  his  arms  on  pain  of  fufFering  as 
a  traitor.  He  even  went  fo  far  as  to  exercife  the 
ancient  prerogative  to  "  touch  for  the  evil" 

This  aflumption  of  royalty  completed  the  ruin  of 
his  caufe,  and  was  fatal  to  him  after  he  was  a 
prifoner.f  It  was  contrary  to  his  folemn  engagement 
with  Argyle  and  his  afTociates ;  £  it  gave  offence  to 
the  moft  zealous  of  his  friends,  to  the  old  Repub- 
licans, and  to  the  "Whig  party,  who  were  pledged  to 
the  fucceffion  of  the  Princefs  of  Orange;  and  it 
opened  the  eyes  of  all  reflecting  men  to  the  calamities 
that  muft  attend  a  difputed  fucceffion.  §  The  nation 

*  Kennet,  vol.  iii.  p.  431. 

•f-  Life,  Progrefles,  and  Rebellion  of  James,  Duke  of  Monmouth,  by 
George  Roberts,  vol.  ii.  p.  128. 

J  Sir  Patrick  Hume's  Narration,  p.  15. 

§  "  Whether  his  own  fingle  ffollie,  or  the  councill  of  thofe  that  were 
fuppofed  to  betray  him  added  to  it,  was  the  caufe  of  his  proclaiming 
himfelf  King,  was  doubtful.  But  this  was  certain,  that  feverall  thou- 
fands  quitted  him  within  three  days  after."  Lord  Lonfdale's  Memoir  of 
the  Reign  of  James  II.,  written  at  the  time,  and  publifhed  in  1808,  4to. 
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was  not  yet  fufficiently  confcious  of  James's  plans 
againft  their  liberties,  and  religion,  to  unite  in  driving 
him  from  the  throne,  and  leaft  of  all  for  one  whofe 
claim  was  manifeftly  groundlefs.  The  iron  yoke  of 
Cromwell's  rebellion  and  tyranny  was  ftill  frefh  in  their 
memories  :  they  forefaw  that  "  an  inundation  of  phan- 
tafies,  and  men  of  impious  principles,  muft  needs 
caufe  univerfal  diforder,  cruelty,  injustice,  rapine, 
facrilege,  and  confufion,  an  univerfal  civil  war,  and 
mifery  without  end."* 

Not  to  dwell  on  all  the  falfe  fteps  of  himfelf  and 
his  officers, — his  own  irrefolute  movements,  and  their 
treachery  and  cowardice,  it  is  fufficient  to  fay  that  on 
the  6th  of  July,  within  a  few  weeks  of  his  landing, 
he  was  entirely  defeated  at  Sedgemoor  by  the  King's 
troops  under  the  command  of  Lord  Fevermam.  His 
undifciplined  forces,  though  fuperior  in  numbers, 
could  not  withfland  the  mock  of  the  royal  army : 
they  fled  in  diforder;  1300  were  killed  in  the  action 
and  purfuit;  the  prifoners,  who  were  not  many  lefs 
in  number,  were  treated  with  a  favage  cruelty  that 
ftamps  indelible  difgrace  on  the  commanders,  and 
on  James,  whofe  orders  they  afterwards  pleaded, 
and  with  too  much  truth,  in  extenuation  of  their 
barbarities. 

We  have  at  Sedgemoor  the  unwonted  fpectacle  of 
a  prelate  of  the  Church  perfonally  engaged  in  the 
thickeft  of  the  fight.  Dr.  Mews,  Bifhop  of  Winchef- 
ter,  had  been  a  foldier,  and  had  fought  for  Charles  I. 
in  1642,  and  afterwards  in  Scotland  for  his  fon 

*   Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.  ii.  p.  229. 
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Charles  II.  He  had  alfo  ferved  under  the  Duke  of 
York  in  Flanders,  and  now,  laying  afide  his  lawn,  he 
once  more  took  arms  for  his  royal  mafter  in  the  battle 
of  Sedgemoor,  where  "  he  was  active  in  the  foldiery 
way."*  Seeing  that  the  guns  were  all  levelled  in  the 
fame  direction,  and  that  their  force  might  be  eluded 
by  an  opening  of  the  opposite  ranks,  he  employed  his 
coach-horfes  in  drawing  them  to  another  fpot,  and 
"planted  them  to  fire  faltire-wife,  that  their  mot 
might  reach  from  front  to  flank."  The  King  pre- 
fented  him  with  a  rich  medal  in  acknowledgment  of 
his  fervice.f  After  the  battle  this  courageous  prelate 
mowed  the  true  fpirit  of  a  Chriftian  foldier  in  his 
companion  for  thofe  whom  he  had  helped  to  defeat. 
The  Earl  of  Feverfham  was  marching  off  the  pri- 
foners  tied  together  like  flaves,  and  making  a  halt  at 
the  firft  great  fign  poft  that  flood  acrofs  the  road,  he 
commanded  four  or  five  of  them  to  be  hanged  upon 
it,  and  would  have  gone  on  in  that  arbitrary  way,  if 
the  Bifhop  had  not  come  up,  and  expoftulated  with 
him,  calling  out,  "  My  Lord,  this  is  murder  in  law. 
Thefe  poor  wretches,  now  the  battle  is  over,  muft  be 
tried  before  they  are  put  to  death."  J 

With  no  lefs  companion  Bifhop  Ken  pleaded  the 

*  Salmon's  Lives  of  the  Englifh  Bifhops,  p.  249. 

-f-  Fox's  Hiftory  of  the  Reign  of  James  II.,  p.  264.  Burnet's  Hiftory 
of  his  own  Time. 

J  Sir  James  Mackintosh  afcribes  this  humane  interference  to  Bifhop 
Ken :  Mr.  Macaulay  doubts  if  the  ftory  can  be  applicable  to  him : 
Mr.  Markland,  in  his  excellent  Life  of  Ken,  agrees  with  Sir  James,  and 
forcibly  vindicates  his  opinion.  But  on  a  careful  inveftigation  it  will 
appear  that  Macaulay  is  right.  I  believe  it  was  Mews,  whom  Kennett 
erroneoufly  calls  the  Bimop  of  Bath,  though  he  had  been  lately  tranf- 
lated  to  Winchefter.  See  Kennett's  Hift.  vol.  iii.  p.  432. 
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caufe  of  the  prifoners  with  the  King.  He  had  haftened 
to  his  diocefe  as  foon  as  the  Parliament  broke  up  :  his 
tender  nature  fympathized  with  thefe  unhappy  victims, 
now  expofed  to  the  unrelenting  vengeance  of  Fever- 
mam,  and  the  ferocious  Kirke, — that  ruthlefs  tyrant, 
whom  he  had  reproved  at  Tangier  for  his  licentiouf- 
nefs.  Everywhere  revolting  fpectacles  of  flaughter 
prefented  themfelves :  the  mangled  bodies  of  the  pri- 
foners were  expofed  by  the  way  fide,  and  the  roads 
were  loathfome  to  pafs.  He  did  not  flop  to  confider  if 
the  King  would  refent  his  interference  ;  but  fearlefs  in 
his  miffion  of  mercy  he  wrote  to  remonflrate  againft 
the  cruelty  of  his  officers.*  Sir  Thomas  Cutler,  who 
held  the  command  at  Wells,  aided  him  in  this  appeal 
to  James  :  when  he  and  Ken,  "  out  of  compaffion  for 
the  poor  people,  jointly  mterefted  for  the  extenfion  of 
the  royal  mercy  to  them,  their  requefl  was  granted 
without  any  figns  of  reluctance.  The  King  after- 
wards meeting  with  Sir  Thomas,  thanked  him  for  this 
interceflion,  exprefTed  how  agreeable  it  was  to  him, 
and  wifhed  that  the  like  humanity  had  engaged  others 
to  act  in  the  fame  way."  f  Not  content  with  this,  the 
Bifhop  engaged  with  all  his  wonted  zeal  in  perfonally 
alleviating  the  miferies  of  the  furvivors,  who  expected 

*  "  Befides  thofe  that  were  killed  in  the  ffield  there  were  about  feven 
hundred  fentenced  to  death,  and  executed,  infomuch  that  all  the  high 
ways  of  that  countrie  were  no  longer  to  be  travailed,  whilft  the  horrour 
of  fo  many  quarters  of  men,  and  the  offenfive  ftench  of  them  lafted,  of 
which  Dr.  Ken,  the  Bifhop  of  that  Diocefe,  writ  a  moft  pathetical  letter 
to  his  Majeftie."  Lord  Lonfdale's  Memoirs,  p.  12. 

f  Reflections  on  Dr.  Btirnet's  Pofthumous  Hiftory,  8vo.i728,  p.ioo, 
quoted  by  Dr.  Routh,  the  venerable  Prefident  of  Magdalen  College, 
Oxford,  in  his  znd  Edit,  of  Burnet's  Hiftory  of  the  Reign  of  James  II., 
note,  p.  73. 
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to  be  condemned  to  death.  Several  hundreds  of  the 
rebels  being  imprifoned  at  Wells,  where  they  had 
<c  a  church  for  their  prifon,  and  a  board  for  their 
bed,"  he  viiited  and  relieved  them  night  and  day,  and 
prayed  with  them,  forgiving  the  irreverence  with 
which  they  had  profaned  his  Cathedral,  and  looking 
to  their  fufferings,  rather  than  their  crimes.* 

Hiftorians  are  divided  in  opinion  as  to  Monmouth's 
behaviour  in  the  action.  Mr.  Fox  fays  "  he  fled 
while  his  troops  were  ftill  fighting,  and  therefore  too 
foon  for  his  glory. "f  After  wandering  up  and  down 
for  two  days,  driven  to  the  greateft  ftraits  even  for 
food,  he  was  difcovered  lying  in  a  ditch,  in  the 
difguife  of  a  fhepherd,  covered  with  ferns  and  brakes. 
On  being  fearched  his  George  was  found  upon  him, 
which,  together  with  the  welcome  news  of  his  capture, 
was  conveyed  by  an  exprefs  to  the  King.  Out  of  his 
pocket  were  taken  books  in  his  own  hand  writing, 
containing  charms,  and  fpells,  and  conjurations  to 
open  the  doors  of  a  prifon,  and  to  prevent  the  danger 
of  being  wounded  in  battle,  together  with  fongs  and 
prayers.  J 

We  might  expect,  that  one  who  had  afpired  to  a 
crown  would  mow  himfelf  worthy  of  playing  fo  high 


*  Goad's  Memorandum,  &c.  p.  12.  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  pp.  1 6. 
52.  Roberts's  Life  of  Monmouth,  vol.  ii.  p.  36. 

f  Fox's  Hiftory  of  the  Reign  of  James  II.,  p.  264. 

"  Herein  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  loft  much  of  his  reputation  for 
courage,  ffor  inftead  of  dicing  in  the  ffield  as  was  expefted,  he  left  his 
men  fighting,  and  endeavoured  to  efcape  in  company  with  my  Lord 
Gray."  Lord  Lonfdale's  Memoirs,  p.n. 

J  An  Account  of  the  manner  of  taking  the  late  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth," &c.  1685. 
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a  game;  that,  having  ftaked  his  life  on  a  caft,  he 
would  bravely  "  ftand  the  hazard  of  the  die."  But 
no  fooner  was  he  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  than  he 
betrayed  a  poor  weak  fpirit :  he  burft  into  unmanly 
tears.  To  the  King,  whom  he  had  before  branded  as 
a  cruel  ufurper,  murderer,  and  fratricide,  he  wrote  a 
letter,  even  more  abject  than  he  had  penned  to  his 
father  on  his  former  rebellion.  He  exprefles  no 
remorfe  for  the  (laughter  of  his  admiring  followers, 
whom  he  had  feduced  from  their  allegiance, — he 
makes  no  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  unhappy  pri- 
foners, — he  utters  no  cry  for  the  royal  clemency 
towards  the  thronging  crowds,  who  had  decked  his 
path  with  flowers,  mouting  "  a  Monmouth,  a  Mon- 
mouth,"  and  were  now  referved  for  execution.  He  is 
wholly  occupied  in  felfim  fears  for  himfelf :  as  before, 
fo  now,  he  lays  the  whole  blame  on  others,  who  by 
falfe  arguments  had  prompted  him  to  the  ram 
enterprize  ; — he  calls  them 

"  Horrid  people  whom  it  was  my  misfortune  to  meet  with. 
But,  Sir,  I  will  not  trouble  your  Majefty  at  prefent  with  many 
things  I  could  fay  for  myfelf,  that  I  am  fure  would  move  your 
compaffion,  the  chief  end  of  this  letter  being  only  to  beg  of 
you  that  I  may  have  that  happinefs  to  fpeak  to  your  Majefty; 
for  I  have  that  to  fay  to  you,  Sir,  that  I  hope  may  give  you  a 
long  and  happy  reign.  I  am  fure,  Sir,  when  you  hear  me 
you  will  be  convinced  of  the  zeal  I  have  for  your  prefervation, 
and  how  heartily  I  repent  of  what  I  have  done.  Therefore, 
Sir,  I  mail  make  an  end  by  begging  your  Majefty  to  believe 
fo  well  of  me,  that  I  would  rather  die  a  thoufand  deaths  than 
excufe  anything  I  have  done ;  if  I  really  did  not  think  myfelf 
the  moft  in  the  wrong  that  ever  any  man  was,  and  had  not 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  an  abhorrence  of  thofe  who  put 
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me  upon  //,  and  for  the  action  itfelf.  I  hope  God  Almighty 
will  ftrike  your  heart  with  mercy  and  compaflion  for  me,  as 
He  has  done  mine  with  abhorrence  of  what  I  have  done."* 

Such  is  the  man  who  has  been  defcribed  by  party 
writers  as  the  Cf  ill  fated,  illuftrious,  generous,  brave, 
patriotic  Monmouth."  Mr.  Fox,  in  his  account  of 
the  fad  fpectacle  of  his  death,  fays  that  <c  his  qualities 
go  a  great  way  in  making  up  the  catalogue  of  all  that 
is  amiable  and  eftimable  in  human  nature ! "  f  furely  a 
ftrange  perverfion  of  judgment  in  a  writer,  who  is 
himfelf  fometimes  lauded  as  an  example  of  the 
amenities  of  focial  life. 

The  King  granted  Monmouth  the  interview  he 
defired :  it  was  but  to  triumph  over  his  misfortunes, 
and  afcertain  whether  he  had  really  any  fecrets  to 
difclofe.  Monmouth,  proftrate  at  his  feet,  acknow- 
ledged his  guilt,  admitted  that  the  late  King  had  told 
him  he  was  never  married  to  his  mother,  and  pleaded 
pathetically  for  his  life,  which  he  would  be  ever 
willing  to  facrifice  in  his  fervice.  He  even  exprefled 
his  readinefs  to  change  his  religion,  reminding  the 
King  that  he  had  originally  been  educated  in  the 
Roman  faith.^  "  Remember,  Sir,"  (he  added)  "  I  am 
your  brother's  fon,  and  if  you  take  my  life,  it  is  your 
own  blood  you  will  med."  This  laft  appeal  would 
have  prevailed  with  any  other  than  an  inexorable 
tyrant.  Charles  had  almoft  endangered  his  crown  by 
a  refolute  adherence  to  James's  right  of  fucceflion, 
againft  the  fenfe  of  the  nation,  and  the  declared  voice 


*  Fox's  Hiftory  of  the  Reign  of  James  II.,  p.  266.     Echard,  p.  771. 
f  Ibid.  p.  287.  \  Burnet's  Hiftory  of  his  own  Time. 
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of  the  Commons.  To  facrifice  that  brother's  beloved 
fon,  faulty  as  he  was,  betrayed  a  cold-hearted  infen- 
fibility  to  the  claims  of  gratitude,  and  the  ties  of 
nature.  James,  unmoved  by  any  fenfe  of  pity,  ftood 
over  his  doomed  victim,  now  kneeling  before  him,  and 
bathed  in  tears.  The  triumph  of  his  revenge  could 
only  be  completed  on  the  fcaffold.  At  length  Mon- 
mouth,  "  when  he  faw  he  could  gain  nothing  by 
further  fubmiflions,  rofe  from  his  feet  with  a  new  air 
of  bravery,  and  was  carried  back  to  the  Tower."* 

One  day  only  was  allowed  him  to  prepare  for 
death.  Still  clinging  to  hope,  he  occupied  the  time  in 
abject  fupplications  for  mercy.  He  wrote  again  and 
again  to  the  King,  and  fent  for  fome  of  the  moft 
influential  perfons  about  the  court,  whofe  interference 
he  thought  might  gain  him  a  refpite,  if  not  a  pardon. 
All  was  in  vain.  When  the  humbleft  of  his  adherents 
in  this  lately  crufhed  rebellion,  even  women  and 
children,  were  not  fpared,  what  hope  could  there  be 
for  Monmouth,  the  long  hated  rival,  and  competitor 
for  the  crown,  the  leader  of  enemies  who,  even  in 
the  former  reign,  had  well  nigh  changed  the  order  of 
fucceflion  ? 

James,  though  he  had  difregarded  Ken's  pathetic 
appeals  for  mercy  towards  the  prifoners  in  the  weft, 
felt  no  refentment  at  his  benevolent  exertions  for  their 
relief,  "  nor  fo  much  as  harboured  any  jealous  thought 
of  him."f  He  fent  for  him  to  attend  Monmouth  in 
his  laft  hours.  He  rightly  judged  that  his  vifits  to 


*   Kennett,  vol.  iii.   p.  432. 

•J-    Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  17. 
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the  Somerfetfhire  prifons  were  prompted  only  by  a 
fenfe  "  of  duty  to  his  diftrefled  brethren,  to  fave  them 
from  perifhing  both  in  body  and  foul."*  Turner, 
Bifhop  of  Ely,  and  Dr.  Hooper,  were  joined  with 
him  in  fpiritual  attendance  on  Monmouth,  who 
defired  that  Dr.  Tenifon  might  alfo  wait  on  him.-]' 
Of  all  perfons  living  we  might  leaft  expect  to  find  the 
gentle  and  tender-hearted  Ken,  an  actor  in  the  tragical 
fcene  that  was  preparing.  The  duty  however  being 
laid  upon  him,  he  performed  it  with  his  accuftomed 
faithfulnefs :  he  and  Turner  remained  with  Mon- 
mouth in  the  Tower  during  the  night  of  the  i5th  of 
July,  endeavouring  to  prepare  him  for  eternity.  They 
found  him  fearfully  infenfible  to  his  fins  of  rebellion 
and  adultery ; — confident  indeed  of  eternal  happinefs, 
but  not  on  the  faving  condition  of  a  true  repentance. 
It  is  necefTary  to  ftate  this  plainly ;  for  they  have  been 
cenfured  by  Fox,  Burnet,^  and  others  for  unfeeling 


*   Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  1 7. 

•f-  "  Some  Catholic  divines  were  fent  to  him  from  court.  But  they 
foon  difcovered  that,  though  he  would  gladly  have  purchafed  his  life  by 
renouncing  the  religion  of  which  he  had  profeffed  himfelf  in  an  efpecial 
manner  the  defender,  yet,  if  he  was  to  die,  he  would  as  foon  die  without 
their  abfolution  as  with  it."  Macaulay's  Hift.  of  England,  vol.  i.  p.6i8. 

J  Burnet  was  not  in  England  at  the  time  ;  but,  as  ufual,  finds  fault 
with  all  who  are  not  of  his  politics,  boldly  afluming  fafts  of  which  he 
could  not  be  cognizant.  He  fays,  "  the  two  Biftiops,  whilft  he  was  in 
the  Tower,  continued  ftill  to  prefs  on  him  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  fin  of 
rebellion ;  at  which  he  grew  fo  uneafy,  that  he  defired  them  to  fpeak  to 
him  of  other  matters.  They  next  charged  him  with  the  fin  of  living 
with  the  Lady  Wentworth  as  he  had  done.  In  that  he  juftified  himfelf: 
he  had  married  his  Duchefs  too  young  to  give  a  true  confent.  He  faid, 
that  lady  was  a  pious,  worthy  woman,  and  that  he  had  never  lived  fo 
well  in  all  refpefts,  as  fince  his  engagements  with  her.  All  the  pains 
they  took  to  convince  him  of  the  unlawfulnefs  of  that  courfe  of  life  had 
no  effe6t.  They  did  certainly  very  well  in  difcharging  their  confciences, 


1685]      Bijhop  of  Bath  and  Udells.         289 

feverity  towards  Monmouth,  in  his  endeavours  to 
awaken  him  to  a  contrite  view  of  his  paft  life.  So 
difficult  is  it  to  fatisfy  prejudiced  minds.  Mr.  Fox 
in  particular  is  fo  great  an  admirer  of  the  character  of 
Monmouth,  that  he  cannot  bear  any  imputation  againft 
it.  On  the  other  hand  he  mifjudges,  and  therefore 
mifcolours,  the  acts  and  motives  of  the  Divines,  who 
were  reluctantly  compelled  to  fpeak  home  truths  to  the 
fufferer.  The  document  from  which  Fox  draws  all 
his  conclusions  furnifhes  their  beft  refutation.  It  is 
to  be  found  in  the  firft  volume  of  the  Somers'  Tracts, 
entitled,  "  An  ACCOUNT  of  what  pafTed  at  the 
Execution  of  the  late  Duke  of  Monmouth,  publifhed 
by  authority,  and  figned  by  Bifhop  Ken,  Bifhop 
Turner,  Dr.  Tenifon,  Dr.  Hooper,  and  the  Sheriffs, 
who  declare  it  to  be  f  a  true  account.' "  *  We  need 
only  compare  Mr.  Fox's  commentary  with  the  text  to 
mow  the  inaccuracy,  and  ftrained  conftructions,  which 
run  through  this  part  of  his  Hiftory  of  James  II.  and 
as  it  brings  a  grave  charge  againft  our  good  Bifhop, 
the  reader  will  here  expect  to  find  his  vindication,  it 
fuch  can  be  made. 

and  fpeaking  fo  plainly  to  him  ;  but  they  did  very  ill  to  talk  fo  much 
of  this  matter,  and  to  make  it  fo  public  as  they  did :  for  Divines  ought 
not  to  repeat  what  they  fay  to  dying  penitents,  no  more  than  what  the 
penitents  fay  to  them.  By  this  means  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  had 
little  fatisfaftion  in  them,  and  they  had  as  little  in  him.  He  was  much 
better  pleafed  with  Dr.  Tenifon,  who  did  very  plainly  fpeak  to  him  with 
relation  to  his  public  actings,  and  to  his  courfe  of  life ;  but  he  did  it  in 
a  softer  and  lefs  peremptory  manner.  And  having  faid  all  that  he 
thought  proper,  he  left  thofe  points,  in  which  he  faw  he  could  not 
convince  him,  to  his  own  confcience,  and  turned  to  other  things  fit  to 
be  laid  before  a  dying  man."  Burnet's  Hift.  of  his  own  Time, 
Ed?  1839,  p. 414- 

*  Somers's  Tracts,  vol.  ix.  p.  260. 
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Fox  ftates  that,  as  Monmouth  proceeded  to  the 
fcaffold,  the  two  Bifhops  were  with  him  in  the  carriage 
of  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower ;  "  and  one  of  them 
took  that  opportunity  of  telling  him  that  their  contro- 
verfial  altercations  were  not  yet  at  an  end ;  and  that 
upon  the  fcaffold  he  would  again  be  preffed  for  more 
explicit  declarations  of  repentance."  *  It  would  have 
been  a  more  accurate  verfion,  and  have  given  a  truer 
colour  to  what  follows,  if  he  had  ftated,  from  the  "  Ac- 
count," that  "  the  Duke  himfelf  entreated  them  to  accom- 
pany him  to  the  place  of  execution,  and  to  continue  with 
him  to  the  laft"-\  becaufe  it  would  have  mown  that,  fo 
far  from  their  having  faid  or  done  any  thing  harm  or 
difpleafing,  he  had  received  fympathy  and  comfort, 
even  if  he  had  not  been  brought  to  better  convictions, 
by  their  previous  attendance  upon  him  in  the  Tower. 
In  fact,  the  "  controverfial  altercations"  were  a  mere 
inference  of  the  writer's  own  mind:  for  "the  Bifhops 
made  feafonable  and  devout  applications  to  him  all 
the  way ;  and  one  of  them  defired  him  not  to  be 
furprized,  if  they  to  the  very  laft  upon  the  fcaffold 
renewed  thofe  exhortations  to  a  particular  repentance, 
which  they  had  fo  often  repeated  before."  J 

Mr.  Fox  fays,  "  Certain  it  is  that  none  of  thefe 


*  Fox's  Hiftory  of  James  II.,  p. z8i. 

•f-  "  Account  of  what  pafl'ed  at  the  Execution  of  the  late  Duke  of 
Monmouth."  1685. 

J  Ibid.  Notwithftanding  his  refufal  to  acknowledge  any  forrow  for 
his  rebellion,  he  had  from  Ringwood,  immediately  after  his  capture, 
written  to  the  Queen,  to  intercede  for  pardon,  faying,  "  I  would  not 
defire  your  Majefty  to  doe  it,  if  I  wear  not  from  the  botom  of  my 
hart  convinced  how  I  have  bene  deceaved  into  it,  and  how  angry  God 
Almighty  is  ipith  me  for  it :  but  I  hope,  Madam,  your  interfefion  'will 
give  me  life  to  repent  of  it."  Ellis's  Original  Letters,  ift  Series, 
vol.  iii.  p.  343. 
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holy  men  feem  to  have  erred  on  the  fide  of  compaflion, 
or  complaifance  to  their  illuftrious  penitent."  *  Surely 
the  moft  Chriftian,  and  to  Monmouth  the  only  effec- 
tual, companion  they  could  exercife  would  be  a  zealous 
regard  for  his  eternal  welfare.  This  they  emphatically 
mowed  in  their  "  many  pious  ejaculations,  and  their 
earneft  prayers,"  f  &c.  As  to  complaifance, — it  is 
rather  the  prieft's  office,  under  fuch  circumftances,  by 
a  clofe  fearching  of  the  heart  to  awaken  it  to  the  voice 
of  truth,  which  fpeaks  of  righteoufnefs,  and  judgment 
to  come.  Such  a  faithful  candour  was  efpecially 
demanded  towards  this  "  illuftrious  penitent,"  who  was 
no  penitent  in  any  fenfe,  until  brought  to  fomething 
like  a  feeling  of  his  fins  by  their  continued,  earneft, 
and  affectionate  appeals.  For  we  find  that  he  began, 
on  mounting  the  fcaffold,  as  if  he  was  about  to  make 
a  premeditated  fpeech  in  this  manner :  "  I  have  had  a 
fcandal  raifed  upon  me  about  a  woman,  a  lady  of  virtue 
and  honour ;  I  will  name  her,  the  Lady  Henrietta 
Wentworth  :  I  declare  me  is  a  very  virtuous  and  godly 
woman ;  I  have  committed  no  fin  with  her  ;  and  that 
which  hath  pafTed  betwixt  us  was  very  honeft  and 
innocent  in  the  fight  of  God.  I  can  blefs  God,  that 
He  has  given  me  fo  much  grace,  that  for  thefe  two 
years  laft  paft  "  (during  which  he  had  abandoned  his 
Duchefs  and  his  own  children,  for  this  guilty  love) — 
"  I  have  led  a  life  unlike  to  my  former  courfe"  (one 
of  notorious  and  varied  profligacy)  "  and  have  been 
happy."|  Would  not  the  Divines,  who  were  attend- 

*  Fox's  Hiftory  of  James  II.,  p.  280. 

f  "  Account  of  what  parted  at  the  Execution  of  the  late  Duke  of 
Monmouth."   1685.  J  Ibid. 
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ing  him  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  roufing  his  con- 
fcience,  have  betrayed  their  truft,  if  they  had  not 
fpoken  plainly  on  fuch  a  ftrange  perverfion  ? 

But  to  pafs  from  his  private  life  to  his  public  acts  ; 
Mr.  Fox  dwells  more  particularly  on  the  Divines 
"  teazing  him  with  controverfy,  and  being  far  more 
folicitous  to  make  him  profefs  what  they  deemed  the 
true  creed  of  the  Church  of  England  (the  doctrine  of 
Non-refiftance)  than  to  foften  and  confole  his  forrows, 
or  to  help  him  to  that  compofure  of  mind  fo  neceffary 
for  his  fituation."*  Yet  he  himfelf  mows  that  the 
prifoner  flood  in  no  need  of  help  to  fuch  compofure ; 
he  lauds  his  equanimity  and  courage  on  the  fcaffold : 
and  in  the  publifhed  "Account"  we  have  Monmouth's 
repeated  declarations,  "  I  die  with  great  cheerfulnefs, 
for  I  know  I  mall  go  to  God ;  I  have  no  fear,  as  you 
may  fee  by  my  face ;  I  am  fure  I  mail  go  to  God." 
So  far  from  feeling  alarm  at  his  approaching  fate,  he 
was  an  example  of  its  very  oppofite, — that  worfe  ftate 
of  indifference,  againft  which  their  efforts  were 
directed.  He  was  infenfible  to  all  the  confederations 
that  would  have  thronged  upon  the  mind  of  a  true 
penitent :  he  boafted  of  his  own  confidence,  "  God  be 
praifed,  I  have  encouragement  enough  in  myfelf:" 
"  I  die  with  all  the  joyfulnefs  in  the  world." 

He  was  untouched  by  any  fenfe  of  the  confequences 
of  his  rebellion.  Not  even  thofe  two  thoufand  victims 
of  his  ambition, —  his  deluded,  flaughtered  followers, 
— thofe  "  wretched  fugitives,"  as  Fox  defcribes  them, 
"  who  were  maffacred  in  ditches,  corn  fields,  and  other 

*  Fox's  Hiftory  of  James  II.,  p.  280. 
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hiding  places,"*  moved  either  his  pity  for  their  fuf- 
ferings,  or  remorfe  for  having  occafioned  them.  "  God 
be  praifed,"  he  again  faid,  "I  die  with  a  clear  con- 
fcience;  I  have  wronged  no  man!"  "  How,  Sir,"  was 
the  anfwer,  "  no  man  ?  have  you  not  been  guilty  of 
invafion,  and  of  much  blood  which  has  been  med  ?  it 
may  be  the  lofs  of  many  precious  fouls  who  followed 
you  ?  you  muft  needs  have  wronged  a  great  many." 
Thefe  words  ftruck  him  with  feelings  of  compunction  : 
"  I  am  forry  for  invading  the  kingdom  ;  for  the  blood 
that  has  been  med ;  and  for  the  fouls  which  may  have 
been  loft  by  my  means ;  I  am  forry  it  ever  happened : 
this  he  fpoke  foftly."f  After  that,  they  obtained  an 
acknowledgment  from  him  of  fc  repentance  for  all  his 
fins,  known  and  unknown,  confefTed  or  not  confefled." 
This  was  all  they  defired, — a  heartfelt  expreflion  of 
repentance :  they  rejoiced  in  the  opportunity,  and  at 
once  pronounced,  "  God  Almighty  of  His  infinite 
mercy  forgive  you."  No  further  queftion  was  put  to 
him  :  cf  then  all  went  to  folemn  commendatory  prayers, 
which  continued  for  a  good  fpace  ;  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth  and  the  company  kneeling,  and  joining  in  them 
with  great  fervency."  "  During  the  preparations  for 
his  beheading,  many  pious  ejaculations  were  ufed  by 
thofe  that  aflifted  him,  with  great  fervency: — as 
f  God  accept  your  repentance :  God  accept  your 
imperfect  repentance :  my  Lord,  God  accept  your 
general  repentance :  God  Almighty  mow  his  omni- 
potent mercy  upon  you :  Father,  into  Thy  hands  we 

*  Fox's  Hiftory  of  James  II.,  p.  269. 

f  "  Account  of  what  parted  at  the  Execution  of  the  late  Duke  of 
Monmouth."  1685. 
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commend  his  fpirit :  Lord  Jefus  receive  his  foul.' 
Then  the  executioner  proceeded  to  do  his  office."* 

Surely  the  prefence  of  thefe  holy  men  could  not  be 
confidered  altogether  needlefs.  If  a  fenfe  of  paft  fin  be 
of  any  avail,  Mr.  Fox  mould  have  applauded,  rather 
than  cenfured,  a  zeal  that  at  length  produced  in 
Monmouth's  mind  the  contrition  to  which  at  firft  he 
was  a  ftranger.  Did  he  think  the  fufferer's  adherence, 
in  the  hour  of  death,  to  the  falfe  views  upon  which  he 
had  fo  long  acted  againft  every  known  law,  human 
and  divine,  more  praifeworthy  than  a  humble  and 
contrite  fpirit  before  God?  or  his  natural  courage, 
and  compofure  of  mind,  more  availing  than  a  peni- 
tent confeffion  ? 

We  have  no  defire  to  juftify  Ken  at  the  expenfe  of 
his  friends,  the  Bifhop  of  Ely,  Dr.  Tenifon,  and  Dr. 
Hooper,  companions  with  him  in  this  charitable  work. 
We  have  reafoned  as  if  he  were  equally  refponfible 
with  the  reft  for  all  that  is  contained  in  the  publifhed 
"Account,"  and  which  carries  with  it  their  full  juftifi- 
cation.  ^  But  even  if  Mr.  Fox's  general  charge  againft 
the  Divines  were  well  grounded,  we  might  claim  for 
Ken  a  particular  exemption.  His  biographer  fays, 
"  becaufe  I  have  lately  feen  fome  reflections  in  a  pam- 

*  "  Account  of  what  pafled  at  the  Execution  of  the  late  Duke  of 
Monmouth."  1685. 

f  In  regard  to  the  condu6l  of  the  Divines  towards  Monmouth,  the 
impartial  opinions  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  and  Macaulay  are  of  more  force 
than  the  prejudiced  ftatements  of  Burnet  and  Fox.  Scott  fays,  "  they 
have  been  accufed  of  dealing  harfhly  with  the  dying  man  ;  but  they 
appear  to  have  only  difcharged  what  in  their  view  was  a  facred  duty." 
Somers's  Trafts,  vol.  ix.  p.  260.  Macaulay,  after  his  ufual  lucid  and 
graphic  ftatements  of  fails,  concurs  in  Scott's  judgment,  and  in  his  very 
words.  Hift.  of  England,  vol.  i.  p.  6zi. 
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phlet,  lately  crept  into  the  world,  under  the  fufpicious 
title  of  a  <  Secret  Hiftory,'  wherein  Dr.  Ken  is  by 
name  mentioned  to  teaze  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  in 
vain  on  the  fcaffold  to  profefs  the  doctrine  of  Paflive 
Obedience,  I  think  it  proper  boldly  to  affirm  that  our 
Bifhop  never  acted  or  aflifted  there,  but  in  the  devo- 
tional part  only.  And  this,  tho'  a  negative,  may  be 
prov'd  to  fatisfaction."*  Hawkins  muft  have  derived 
this  authoritative  denial  from  the  Bifhop  himfelf ;  and 
it  receives  fome  confirmation  from  a  pafTage  in  one  of 
Ken's  own  letters,  written  to  Burnet  fome  years  after  : 
"  Paflive  Obedience,"  he  there  fays,  "  is  a  fubject 
with  which  I  very  rarely  meddled."  j" 

It  muft  have  been  a  great  mock  to  his  mild  and  com- 
paflionate  nature  to  be  compelled  to  witnefs  the  fcene 
of  unufual  horror  that  followed, — to  ftand  within  a 
few  paces  of  the  unhappy  nobleman,  whofe  fufferings, 
owing  to  the  executioner's  unfkilfulnefs  and  want  of 
nerve,  were  prolonged  in  a  manner  too  painful  to 
detail.  The  tragical  fight,  the  handfome  perfon,  the 
youth  and  graceful  manners,  the  brave  bearing  in  his 
laft  moments,  of  this  moft  dear  fon  of  the  late  King, 
whofe  memory  yet  lived  in  their  hearts,  excited  the 
univerfal  companion  of  the  people.  "  Many  hand- 
kerchiefs were  dipped  in  his  blood;  for,  by  a  large 
part  of  the  multitude  he  was  regarded  as  a  martyr 
who  had  died  for  the  Proteftant  religion."  \  The 
immenfe  multitude  that  crowded  to  the  very  tops  of 
the  furrounding  houfes  bemoaned  his  fate  with  tears  :  § 

*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Bifhop  Ken,  p.  38.  f  Ibid.  p.  33. 

J  Macaulay's  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  i.  p.  612. 

§  Long  after  Monmouth's  death,  a  popular  belief  continued  to  pre- 
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pofterity  {till  fympathizes  with  the  fufferer,  in  fpite  of 
all  his  faults,  which  we  have  been  compelled  to 
remember  only  in  defence  of  four  Englifh  Prelates,* 
unjuftly  charged  with  a  want  of  Chriftian  tendernefs. 

No  fooner  was  this  fad  fpeclacle  over,  than  Ken 
haftened  back  to  his  diocefe,  where  equally  mournful 
fcenes  awaited  him.  The  ferocious  instruments  of  the 
King's  revenge  were  let  loofe  like  hungry  wolves  upon 
his  defencelefs  flock.  James  had  refolved  to  ftrike 
terror  into  the  minds  of  the  people  by  a  fevere 
example  of  vengeance.  Neither  rank,  nor  age,  nor 
fex  was  fpared :  it  may  be  faid  that  no  page  of  our 
hiftory  prefents  fuch  an  amount  of  indifcriminate 
daughter  as  the  "  Bloody  Affixes "  of  the  Weft  of 
England.  Chief  Juftice  Jeffreys  was  fent  down  with 
a  fpecial  commiffion  to  try  the  rebels.  Major  General 
Kirke  was  ordered  to  attend  with  a  body  of  troops  to 
keep  the  people  in  awe.  "  It  was  not  poffible  to  find 


vail  in  fome  parts  of  the  country,  that  he  was  ftill  alive.  Bifhop  Turner, 
of  Ely,  writing  to  the  Bifhop  of  Norwich,  in  1687,  relates  "this  true 
ftory."  "  You  know  the  honeft  fellow  that  waits  on  me  in  my  cham- 
ber ;  I  lately  gave  him  leave  to  vifitt  his  Parents  in  Darbyfhire,  where 
it  being  known  that  hee  attended  on  me,  the  difTenters  far  and  neere,  to 
the  number  of  twenty  or  more,  came  one  by  one  to  fpeak  with  him 
(though  perfeft  ftrangers  to  him).  Their  firft  queftion  to  him  was  this, 
cwere you  'with your  Lord  at  the  Tower  'when  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  'was 
faid  to  be  executed?  Then,  nvere  you  at  the  f caff  old?  Tell  us  honeflly, 
Did  you  fee  the  Duke  of  M.  mount  it?  Are  you  fure  it  'was  hee?  Did 
you  know  him  by  fight  before  that  time  ?  Did  you  then  fee  his  head 
off?  Uppon  his  repeated  aflurances  of  the  matter  of  faft,  they  would 
mow  figns  of  extreme  forrow."  Tanner  MSS.  in  the  Bodleian  Lib., 
vol.  xxix.  fol.  64. 

*  Dr  Tenifon  was  afterwards  made  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  by 
William  III.,  and  Dr.  Hooper  Bifhop  of  St.  Afaph,  and  then  of  Bath, 
by  Queen  Anne. 
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in  the  whole  kingdom  two  men  more  devoid  of 
religion,  honour,  and  humanity :  they  were  two  cruel 
mercilefs  tigers,  that  delighted  in  blood."*  Hume 
defcribes  Jeffreys  as  "  a  wanton  in  cruelty ;  he  fet 
out  with  a  favage  joy,  as  to  a  full  harveft  of  death 
and  definition."  The  victims  found  no  mercy  at  his 
hands :  he  afterwards  boafted  that  he  had  hanged 
more  men  than  all  the  Judges  of  England  fince 
William  the  Conqueror. f  He  had  his  reward :  the 
King  made  him  Lord  Chancellor ; — his  death  bed  in 
the  Tower  was  one  of  horror  and  defpair.  <f  Kirke 
was  a  foldier  of  fortune,  who  had  long  ferved  in 
Tangier,  and  had  contracted,  from  his  intercourfe 
with  the  Moors,  an  inhumanity  lefs  known  in  European 
and  in  free  countries.  At  his  firft  entrance  into 
Bridgewater  he  hanged  nineteen  prifoners  without  the 
leaft  enquiry  into  the  merits  of  their  caufe.  As  if  to 
make  fport  with  death,  he  ordered  a  certain  number 
to  be  executed,  while  he  and  his  company  mould 
drink  the  King's  health,  or  the  Queen's,  or  Judge 
JefFreys's.  Obferving  their  feet  to  quiver  in  the  ago- 
nies of  death,  he  cried  out  that  he  would  give  them 


*  Rapin,  vol.  ii.  p. 750 

f  "  Another  vifitation  was  fixed  for  Wells,  and  the  fame  cruelties 
exercifed  on  the  unfortunate  perfons  who  appeared  before  his  (Jeffreys') 
tribunal.  In  fhort,  385  were  delivered  over  to  tranfportation  :  97  died 
by  the  executioner :  fome  few  efcaped,  being  left  out  in  the  warrant  for 
execution.  The  Chief  Juftice  then  propofed  to  jog  homeward,  taking 
Briftol  in  his  way.  BiuSop  Ken  remonftrated  with  the  tyrant,  ftating 
that  the  prifoners  were  entitled  to  trial  by  jury,  but  without  effeft ;  and 
the  good  Prelate  endeavoured  by  all  means  in  his  power  to  foothe  the 
wretched  viftims,  awaiting  the  dreadful  fentence  of  an  inexorable  Judge 
in  his  city."  The  Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  Somerfet/hire ,  by  the  Re<u. 
W.  Phelps,  1836,  vol.  i.  p.  102. 
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mufic  to  their  dancing,  and  he  immediately  commanded 
the  drums  to  beat,  and  the  trumpets  to  found."* 

At  Bridgewater,  Taunton,  and  Wells,  the  jails  were 
crowded  with  the  unhappy  prifoners.  True,  they  had 
been  engaged  in  open  violation  of  the  laws ;  but  they 
were  afflicted,  hungry,  plundered,  and  under  the 
terrors  of  death.  Thefe  were  unanfwerable  claims  to 
the  fympathy  of  Bifhop  Ken.  He  went  from  prifon 
to  prifon,  miniftering  to  their  wants,  and  exercifing 
all  the  offices  of  mercy.  J" 

Macaulay  fays,  "  The  chief  friend  and  protector  of 
thefe  unhappy  men  in  their  extremity  was  one  who 
abhorred  their  religious  and  political  opinions,  one 
whofe  order  they  hated,  and  to  whom  they  had  done 
unprovoked  wrong, — Bifhop  Ken.  That  good  pre- 
late ufed  all  his  influence  to  foften  the  jailers,  and 
retrenched  from  his  own  epifcopal  ftate,  that  he  might 
be  able  to  make  fome  addition  to  the  coarfe  and  fcanty 
fare  of  thofe  who  had  defaced  his  beloved  Cathedral. 
His  conduct  on  this  occafion  was  of  a  piece  with  his 
whole  life."  J 

Ten  years  afterwards,  when  he  was  a  deprived 
Bifhop,  being  fummoned  by  King  William's  Privy 
Council  to  anfwer  to  a  charge  of  promoting  fubfcrip- 
tions  for  the  relief  of  the  non-juring  clergy,  he 
modeftly  pleads  that  what  he  did  on  behalf  of  the 


*  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England. 

•f-  His  own  Cathedral  city,  though  not  polluted  by  fo  many  execu- 
tions as  Taunton,  yet  witnefled  the  hanging  of  99  of  the  rebels,  and  the 
tranfportation  of  383  to  flavery  in  the  colonies.  Roberts's  Life  of  Mon- 
mouth,  vol.  ii.  p.  261. 

J  Macaulay's  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  i.  p.  632. 
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prifoners  in  Monmouth's  rebellion  then  gave  no  of- 
fence to  the  court.  "  My  Lords,"  he  fays,  "  in  King 
James's  time  there  were  about  a  thoufand  or  more  im- 
prifoned  in  my  Diocefe,  who  were  engaged  in  the 
rebellion  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  and  many  of 
them  were  fuch  which  I  had  reafon  to  believe  to  be  ill 
men,  and  void  of  all  religion :  and  yet,  for  all  that,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  relieve  them.  It  is  well  known 
to  the  Diocefe  that  I  vifited  them  night  and  day,  and 
I  thank  God  I  fupplied  them  with  neceflaries  myfelf, 
as  far  as  I  could,  and  encouraged  others  to  do  the 
fame."* 

*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  52. 
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CHAPTER   XII. 

Ken's  "  Expofition  of  the  Church  Catechiftn" — "  Directions  for 
Prayer" — "Prayers  for  the  ufe  of  perfons  who  come  to  the 
Baths" — Perfecution  of  the  French  Huguenots — Ken's  cha- 
ritable difpofition — His  zeal  in  the  Pajloral  office. 

T  is  time  to  lead  Bifhop  Ken  from  thefe 
fcenes  of  mifery  to  duties  more  con- 
genial  to  his  nature.  To  be  the  peace- 
ful  guide,  the  teacher,  the  counfellor, 
the  comforter,  the  friend,  the  cenfor, 
when  need  was,  of  his  widely  fcattered  flock,  were  the 
offices  that  would  beft  refrefh  his  tired  fpirit.  In  thefe 
he  exemplified  the  compaflionate  zeal  of  a  primitive 
Bimop  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  people.  His 
whole  thoughts  feem  to  have  been  engaged  in  prompt- 
ing them  to  Chriftian  holinefs,  efpecially  by  his  example 
of  meeknefs,  charity,  felf  denial,  and  prayer.  He  lived 
amongft  his  clergy,  knowing  that  fuch  a  refponfible 
work,  to  be  effectual,  muft  be  uniform  and  abiding. 
"  It  was  frequently  faid,  by  many  of  eminence,  who 
knew  him  well,  that  they  never  knew  any  perfon  fo  able, 
and  earneft  to  do  good  in  fuch  a  ftation  as  he  was."* 
The  education  of  the  young  was  among  the  firft 
objects  at  which  his  exertions  aimed.  In  this  he  had 
already  mown  his  zeal  by  the  publication  of  his 
"  Manual  of  Prayer,"  for  the  ufe  of  the  Winchefter 

*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  12. 
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fcholars :  but  it  is  not  generally  known  that  he  was 
one  of  the  earlieft  and  moft  fuccefsful  promoters  of 
the  fyftem  of  Parifh  Schools, — now  again,  within  the 
laft  thirty  years,  happily  revived  in  England.  Haw- 
kins fays, 

"  He  found  fo  much  deplorable  ignorance  among  the 
grown  poor  people,  that  he  feared  little  good  was  to  be  done 
upon  them  :  but  faid  he  would  try  whether  he  could  not  lay  a 
foundation  to  make  the  next  generation  better.  And  this  put 
him  upon  fetting  up  many  fchools  in  all  the  great  towns  of 
his  Diocefe,  for  poor  children  to  be  taught  to  read,  and  fay 
their  Catechifm.  By  this  method  and  management  he  engaged 
the  minifters  to  be  more  careful  in  catechizing  the  children  of 
their  parijhes ;  and  they  were  by  him  furnimed  with  a  ftock 
of  neceflary  books  for  the  ufe  of  children.  And  we  may  now 
judge  by  the  great  and  good  fuccefs  of  the  Charity-fchools, 
which  are  now  fo  numerous,  what  great  and  good  ends  he  at 
that  time  propofed."* 

Thus  with  the  fyftem  of  Parifh  fchools  he  connects 
the  practice  of  catechizing :  and  not  only  did  he  en- 
force this  in  fchcols,  but  in  Church  alfo,  as  a  duty 
exprefsly  ordered  in  the  Rubric, — a  duty,  long  ne- 
glected, and  almoft  obfolete,  until  of  late  years,  when 
its  importance  has  begun  once  more  to  be  recognized. 
"  The  Church,"  he  fays,  "  has  enjoined  all  fathers  and 
mothers,  mafters  and  dames,  to  caufe  their  children, 
fervants,  and  apprentices,  to  come  to  the  Church  at 
the  time  appointed,  and  obediently  to  hear,  and  be 
ordered  by  the  Curate,  until  fuch  time  as  they  have 
learned  all  that  is  appointed  in  the  Catechifm  to  be 
learned."  t 

*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  13. 

f  Preface  to  the  "  Practice  of  Divine  Love." 


302  Life  of  Thomas  Ken,         [1685 

It  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  prevalent  neglect, 
during  the  laft  century,  of  that  exprefs  order  of  our 
Church, — "  the  Curate  of  every  Parifh  fhall  diligently 
upon  Sundays  and  Holy-days,  after  the  fecond  leflbn 
at  Evening  Prayer,  openly  in  the  Church  inftruct,  and 
examine  the  children  in  fome  part  of  this  Catechifm." 
It  cannot  be  that  our  Clergy  need  examples  in  their 
predeceflbrs  for  enforcing  this  wholefome  order  :  they 
have  Bifhops  Andrewes,  Sancroft,  Wake,  Wilfon,  Dr. 
Hammond,  and  many  other  moft  excellent  and  learned 
Prelates  and  Divines.  Wherever  the  practice  has 
been  reftored,  it  is  found  to  excite  a  lively  intereft, 
not  in  the  minds  of  the  children  and  parents  only,  but 
in  the  congregation  generally.  It  conveys  to  them  a 
more  fimple  expofition  of  Scripture,  and  a  clearer  view 
of  doctrine  than  they  gain  from  fermons :  for,  fays 
George  Herbert  in  his  "  COUNTRY  PARSON,"  "  there 
is  in  fermons  a  kind  of  ftate ;  in  catechizing  there  is 
a  humblenefs  very  fuitable  to  Chriftian  regeneration. 
It  is  an  admirable  way  of  teaching,  wherein  the  cate- 
chized will  at  length  find  delight,  and  by  which  the 
catechizer,  if  he  once  get  the  fkill  of  it,  will  draw  out 
of  filly  fouls  even  the  dark  and  deep  points  of  re- 
ligion."* 

That  he  might  more  effectually  help  forward  this 
great  duty,  the  Bifhop  at  once  put  forth  the  work 
already  alluded  to,  <c  An  Expofition  on  the  CHURCH 
CATECHISM,  or  the  Practice  of  Divine  Love,  compofed 
for  the  Diocefe  of  Bath  and  Wells."  We  are  able  to 
fix  the  precife  date  of  its  publication :  the  Imprimatur 

*  The  Parfon  Catechizing. 
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was  granted  at  Lambeth,  Auguft  9,  1685, — being 
lefs  than  a  month  after  his  attendance  on  the  fcaffold 
with  Monmouth.  Nothing  can  be  more  affectionate 
and  perfuafive  than  his  exhortation  to  his  people  to 
fecure  the  means  of  Chriftian  inftruclion  for  themfelves, 
and  their  children,  through  the  Catechifm.  He  dedi- 
cates it  by  "  An  Epiftle  to  the  Inhabitants  within  the 
Diocefe  of  Bath  and  Wells,"  whom  he  addreffes  as  his 
"  Dearly  Beloved  in  the  Lord,"  calling  himfelf 
"  Thomas,  your  unworthy  Bifhop,"  and  "  wifheth 
them  the  Knowledge  and  Love  of  God :" 

"  Since  the  Providence  of  God,"  he  fays,  "  Who  is  wont 
to  glorifie  His  ftrength  in  the  weaknefs  of  the  inftruments 
He  ufes,  has  caught  me  up  from  among  the  meaneft  herdmen* 
into  the  paftoral  throne,  and  has  been  pleafed  to  commit  you 
to  my  care,  the  love  I  ought  to  pay  to  the  Chief  Shepherd 
obliges  me  to  feed  all  His  lambs  and  His  fheep,  that  belong  to 
my  flock,  and  according  to  my  poor  abilities,  to  teach  them 
the  knowledge  and  the  love  of  God,  and  how  they  may  make 
them  both  their  daily  ftudy  and  practice.  One  thing  I  moft 
earneftly  beg  of  you  all,  whether  old  or  young,  that  ye  would 
help  me  to  fave  your  own  fouls  ;  that  ye  would  learn,  and 
ferioufly  confider,  again  and  again,  the  terms  on  which  your 
falvation  is  to  be  had.  As  for  you  who  have  families,  I  be- 
feech  you  to  inftil  into  your  children  and  fervants  their  duty, 
both  by  your  teaching  and  your  example  :  in  good  earneft  it 
is  lefs  cruel  and  unnatural  to  deny  them  bread  for  their  mortal 
bodies,  than  faving  knowledge  for  their  immortal  fouls.  Ye 
that  are  fathers,  or  mafters,  I  exhort  you  to  tread  in  the  fteps 
of  Abraham,  the  father  of  the  faithfull,  and  the  friend  of  God, 
and  like  him  to  command  your  children  and  houfehold,  to  keep 
the  way  of  the  Lord,  Ye  that  are  mothers,  or  miftrefles, 

*  Amos,  i,  i. 
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I  exhort  you  to  imitate  that  unfeigned  faith,  which  dwelt  in 
young  Timothy's  grandmother  Lois,  and  his  mother  Eunice, 
who  taught  him  from  a  child  to  know  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
which  were  able  to  make  him  wife  to  falvation ;  and  like 
them  to  bring  up  your  children  in  the  nurture  and  admonition 
of  the  Lord.  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  blefs  the  whole  to 
His  glory,  and  to  your  edification,  through  Jefus  the  beloved. 
Amen.  Amen." 

Independent  of  its  merits  as  an  Expofition  of  Ca- 
tholic doctrine,  this  treatife  abounds  with  paflages  of 
eminent  force  and  beauty.  It  contains,  like  all  his 
other  writings,  folemn  avowals  of  his  attachment  to 
the  Anglican  Church,  for  which  he  afterwards  fuffered 
imprifonment  under  one  king,  and  deprival  by  another. 
They  ftamp  him,  as  he  has  ever  been  confidered,  one 
of  the  moft  orthodox  and  holy  Prelates  of  any  age. 
They  mow  his  familiar  acquaintance  with  Scripture, 
his  fervent  piety,  and  the  exactnefs  of  his  judgment, 
by  which  he  weighed  every  doctrine  in  the  balance  of 
the  divine  word.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  book  in  our 
language  fo  rich  in  devotional  treafure,  better  adapted 
to  the  needs  and  capacities  of  the  poor,  or  more  cal- 
culated to  raife  the  affections  of  fimple  hearts  to  the 
love  of  God.  He  feems  to  pour  forth  a  continuous 
ftream  of  praife  and  adoration,  and  penitent  love, 
{training  upwards  to  a  foretafte  of  the  unclouded  joys 
yet  to  come.  His  whole  life  was  an  example  of  this 
devout  fpirit,  which  may  be  faid  to  have  been  the 
leading  feature  of  his  character.  We  have  already 
feen  that  nothing  was  permitted  to  interrupt  "  his 
clofet  addrefles  to  his  God,"  his  recreation,  and  his 
ftudies,  and  the  active  work  of  his  Diocefe  being  all 
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made  fubfervient  to  this  higheft  duty  and  privilege ; — 
and  how  he  accuftomed  himfelf  to  but  one  fleep,  and 
rofe  often  at  one  or  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
fometimes  fooner,  to  join  the  angels  in  their  work  of 
praife.* 

It  was  in  this  fpirit  that  he  directed  the  Winchefter 
fcholars,  "  as  foon  as  they  awoke  in  the  morning,  to 
offer  the  firft  fruits  of  the  day  to  God."  "  When  you 
are  ready,  look  on  your  foul  as  ftill  undreft,  till  you 
have  faid  your  prayers.  Remember  that  God  under 
the  Law  ordained  a  lamb  to  be  offered  up  to  Him 
every  morning  and  evening.  A  lamb  !  that  is  a  fit 
emblem  of  youth  and  innocence  ;  think  then  that  you 
are  to  refemble  this  lamb,  and  be  fure  every  day  to 
offer  up  yourfelf  a  morning  and  an  evening  facrifice  to 
God." 

And  as  if  this  were  a  fubjecl:  which  could  never  be 
exhaufted,  he  now  again,  in  this  firft  year  of  his 
Epifcopate,  compofed,  for  the  fpecial  ufe  of  the  poor, 
his  third  book  of  Devotions,  under  the  title  of 
<{  DIRECTIONS  FOR  PRAYER,  TAKEN  OUT  OF  THE 
CHURCH  CATECHISM."  He  thus  addrefles  it, 

To  the  poor  Inhabitants  within  the  Diocefe  of  Bath  and 

Wells,  THOMAS,  their  unworthy  Bi/hofa  wijheth 

the  knowledge  and  the  love  of  God. 

"  DEARLY  BELOVED  IN  OUR  LORD, 

"  The  Catechifm  truly  teaches  all  Chriftians,  that  they  are 
4  not  able  of  themfelves  to  do  thofe  things'  they  have  vowed 
in  their  baptifm  to  do,  namely,  c  To  walk  in  the  Comma  nd- 

*  See  his  Midnight  Hymn,  and  many  others  in  his  Volumes  of 
Poetry. 
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ments  of  God,  and  to  ferve  Him,'  without  His  fpecial  grace,  or 
favourable  afliftance  ;  and  this  c  they  are  to  learn  at  all  times 
to  call  upon  God  for,  by  diligent  prayer.' 

"  How  good  and  feafonable  this  advice  is,  you  will  all  fee,  if 
you  confider  what  helplefs  and  needy  creatures  the  very  beft 
of  men  are.  Alas  !  our  weaknefs  is  very  great,  our  wants 
are  very  many,  our  dependence  on  God  for  all  things,  all 
our  lives  long,  is  entire  and  abfolute,  and  neceflary,  and  there 
is  no  way  in  the  world  to  gain  help  and  fupplies  from  God, 
but  by  prayer  ;  fo  that  it  is  as  eafy  and  as  poffible  to  preferve 
a  natural  life  without  daily  bread,  as  a  Chriftian  life  without 
daily  prayer. 

"  It  was  for  this  reafon  that  our  Saviour  himfelf  took  a 
particular  care  to  teach  c  his  difciples  to  pray ; '  and  it  is  for 
the  fame  reafon,  and  in  imitation  of  our  heavenly  Mafter, 
that  I  have  joined  thefe  directions  for  prayer  to  the  Catechifm. 

"  Sure  I  am,  the  zeal  I  ought  to  have  for  your  falvation, 
can  fuggeft  to  me  nothing  more  conducing  to  the  good  of 
your  fouls,  than  to  exhort  and  befeech  you  all,  of  either  fex, 
to  learn  how  to  pray. 

"  This  is  the  firft  general  requeft  I  mail  make  to  you ; 
and  I  am  the  more  earneft  in  it,  becaufe  my  own  fad  expe- 
rience has  taught  me,  how  ftrangely  ignorant  common 
people  ufually  are  of  this  duty ;  infomuch  that  fome  never 
pray  at  all,  pretending  they  were  never  taught,  or  that  their 
memories  are  bad,  or  that  they  are  not  book-learned,  or  that 
they  want  money  to  buy  a  book ;  and  by  this  means,  they 
live  and  die  rather  like  beafts  than  men ;  nay,  their  condition 
is  much  worfe  than  that  of  beafts,  for  the  mifery  of  a  beaft 
doth  end  at  death  ;  but  the  mifery  of  a  wicked  man  does  then 
begin,  and  will  endure  to  all  eternity. 

"  To  prevent,  then,  as  much  as  lies  in  me,  the  damnation 
of  thofe  fouls  which  God  has  committed  to  my  care,  and  to 
cure  that  lamentable  ignorance  and  forgetfulnefs  of  God, 
which  is  the  caufe  of  the  damnation  of  fo  very  many,  I  do 
not  only  incefTantly  pray  for  you  myfelf,  but  I  beg  of  you  all 
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to  pray  for  yourfelves,  and  I  befeech  you  to  read  the  follow- 
ing inftru&ions ;  or  if  you  cannot  read  yourfelves,  to  get 
fbme  honeft  charitable  neighbours  to  read  them  often  to  you, 
that  you  may  remember  them ;  and  God  of  His  great  mercy 
reward  the  charity  of  fuch  neighbours. 

44  If  any  of  you,  either  by  your  own  negligence,  or  by  the 
negligence  of  your  parents,  or  for  want  of  catechizing  in  your 
parim,  are  wholly  ignorant  of  your  duty, — though  it  be  a 
moft  fhameful  and  dangerous  thing  for  one  who  calls  himfelf 
a  Chriftian,  to  know  nothing  of  Chrift  or  Chriftianity, — yet 
if  you  are  willing  to  learn,  and  beg  pardon  of  God  for  your 
wilful  ignorance  hitherto,  and  will  fincerely  do  your  endea- 
vour to  get  faving  knowledge,  and  heartily  pray  to  God  to 
aflift  you,  you  mall  find,  that  the  very"  entrance  of  God's 
word  giveth  light,  *  that  it  giveth  underftanding  unto  the 
fimple.' 

"  I  muft  warn  you  beforehand,  that  corrupt  nature  will  be 
very  bufy  in  hindering  the  learning  of  your  duty,  and  thoughts 
will  arife  in  your  mind,  that  the  tafk  will  be  too  hard  and  too 
tedious  for  you  to  undertake ;  but  I  faithfully  promife  you,  to 
impofe  no  hard  or  tedious  tafk  on  you,  but  fuch  as  you  your- 
felves mail  confefs  to  be  very  complying  with  your  infirmities  j 
for  our  moft  compaflionate  Saviour  teaches  me  to  fay  no 
more  to  you,  than  '  you  can  bear.' 

After  an  earned  and  moft  primitive  exhortation  to 
them,  to  learn  their  Catechifm,  and  fome  fhort  ejacu- 
lations which  he  recommends  for  their  ufe,  he  thus 
proceeds : — 

"  Such  fhort  prayers  as  thefe  you  may  eafily  get  by 
heart ;  and  the  method  in  which  I  advife  you  to  proceed,  is 
that  in  which  children  are  commonly  taught,  in  regard  I  am 
now  to  look  on  you  as  a  child ;  for  there  are  two  forts  of 
children ;  there  are  children  in  age,  and  children  in  under- 
ftanding ;  and  in  this  latter  refpecl:  you  are  children,  and  the 

x  2 
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fame  method  for  the  moft  part  is  proper  for  you,  which  is 
proper  for  thofe  that  are  children  in  age. 

u  I  muft  therefore  feed  you  with  milk,  before  you  can  be 
capable  of  ftrong  meat ;  and  I  muft  look  on  you  as  lambs 
of  my  flock,  which  I  am  to  ufe  tenderly :  and  thefe  following 
directions,  which  I  give  to  parents,  for  the  training  up  their 
children  in  piety,  I  do  equally  defign  for  the  training  up  of 
you.  God,  of  His  infinite  goodnefs,  blefs  them  to  you  both  ! 

" 1  exhort  all  you  who  are  parents,  to  inftil  good  things 
into  your  children  as  foon  as  ever  they  begin  to  fpeak ;  let 
the  firft  words  they  utter,  if  it  be  poffible,  be  thefe,  l  Glory  be 
to  God: '  accuftom  them  to  repeat  thefe  words  on  their  knees, 
as  foon  as  they  rife,  and  when  they  go  to  bed,  and  oft-times 
in  the  day ;  and  let  them  not  eat  or  drink,  without  faying, 
4  Glory  be  to  God.' 

44  As  their  fpeech  grows  more  plain  and  eafy  to  them, 
teach  them  Who  made,  and  redeemed,  and  fanclified  them, 
and  for  what  end,  namely,  to  glorify  and  to  love  God ;  and 
withal,  teach  them  fome  of  the  fhorteft  ejaculations  you  can, 
fuch  as  thefe  : — 

"  4  Lord,  help  me  ;  Lord,  fave  me. 

" 4  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  me. 

44 4  All  love,  all  glory,  be  to  God,  Who  firft  loved  me. 

44  *  Lord,  keep  me  in  Thy  Love.' 

"  Within  a  little  time  you  may  teach  them  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  and  hear  them  fay  it  every  day,  morning  and  evening, 
on  their  knees,  with  fome  one  or  more  of  the  foregoing 
ejaculations ;  and  by  degrees,  as  they  grow  up,  they  will 
learn  the  Creed,  and  the  whole  Catechifm. 

44  Be  fure  to  teach  your  children  with  all  the  fweetnefs  and 
gentlenefs  you  can,  left  if  you  fhould  be  fevere,  or  mould 
over-tafk  them,  Religion  mould  feem  to  them  rather  a  burden 
than  a  blefling. 

"  As  their  knowledge  mcreafes,  fo  let  their  prayers  increafe 
alfo,  and  teach  them,  as  they  go,  to  turn  their  Catechifm  into 
prayers,  after  the  manner  which  I  mail  fhow  you ;  and,  to 
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confirm  and  improve  their  knowledge,  bring  them  duly  to  the 
Church  to  be  catechized  by  the  Parifh  Prieft,  that  by  his 
familiar  and  devout  explications  of  the  Catechifm,  they  may 
learn  to  underftand  it,  and  may  be  capable  of  reading  the 
Expofition  on  it,  and  other  books  of  piety. 

41  Take  confcientious  care  to  feafon  your  children,  as  early 
as  you  can,  with  the  love  of  God,  which  is  '  the  firft  and 
great  command,'  and  with  c  the  fear  of  God,  which  is  the 
beginning  of  wifdom  j '  for  the  awful  love,  and  the  filial  fear 
of  God,  muft  always  go  together. 

"  The  fame  method  you  obferve  in  teaching  your  children, 
the  fame  you  may  obferve  in  teaching  your  fervants,  accord- 
ing as  you  fee  they  want  teaching ;  and  you  yourfelves  will 
reap  the  benefit  of  it,  as  well  as  your  fervants  :  for  the  more 
devout  fervants  they  are  of  God,  the  more  faithful  fervants 
will  they  be  to  you. 

"  Remember,  you  muft  teach  both  your  children  and 
fervants  by  your  example  as  well  as  by  your  inftruclion  ;  for 
they  learn  beft  by  example  :  and  if  they  fee  you  give  an 
example  of  fraud  or  lying,  of  revenge  or  calumny,  of  unclean- 
nefs  or  drunkennefs,  of  curfirig  and  fwearing,  and  irreligion, 
inftead  of  teaching  them  to  obey  God,  you  teach  them  to 
provoke  Him  ;  inftead  of  teaching  them  to  honour  God,  you 
teach  them  to  blafpheme  Him ;  inftead  of  leading  them  the 
way  to  Heaven,  you  lead  them  the  way  to  Hell ;  and  you  will 
increafe  your  own  damnation,  by  furthering  theirs,  which 
God  forbid  you  mould  ever  do  ! 

"  Now,  that  you  may  the  better  give  a  good  example  to 
your  family,  I  will  (by  God's  help)  give  you  a  method  of 
daily  devotion,  taken  for  the  moft  part  out  of  the  Catechifm, 
which  will  be  fuitable  to  all  Chriftians,  be  they  never  fo  well 
inftrucl:ed,  and  which  you  may  by  little  and  little  teach  your 
children ;  and  which  thofe  who  have  been  bred  up  in  igno- 
rance, and  are  children  in  underftanding,  and  yet  willing  to 
be  taught,  may  learn  to  fay  alfo,  as  the  capacities  of  either  do 
increafe :  for  a  Chriftian  muft  never  ftand  at  a  ftay,  but 
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muft  be  always  c  growing  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift.' ' 

Then  he  gives  them  "  A  Method  of  Daily  Prayer," 
being  appropriate  forms  for  all  occafions.  "Asfoon  as 
ever  you  awake,  offer  up  your  firft  thoughts  and  words 
to  God,  faying"  &c.  <f  As  you  are  ri/ing,  Jay?  &c. 
"  As  Joon  as  you  are  drejjed,  kneel  down,  as  our  Saviour 
Himfelf  kneeled  at  His  prayers,  and  remember  you  are 
in  God's  prefence,  and  fay  your  prayers  with  reverence 
and  devotion."  "  After  the  like  manner  you  may  -pray 
at  night"  "  As  you  are  going  to  bed,  fay  "  &c.  "As 
you  began  the  day,  fo  end  it  with  glorifying  God ;  and 
when  you  are  in  bed,  fay,"  &c.  Then  he  adds  ejacula- 
tions cc  at  going  out,"  "  at  coming  in"  "  at  meals"  "  at 
work"  "  in  the  Jhop  or  market,"  "  in  temptation  or 
danger,"  fc  at  any  time  of  the  day ;"  and  thus  concludes, 

"  You  that  have  families  I  do  further  exhort  that,  befides 
your  private  prayers,  you  would  offer  up  to  God  a  morning 
and  evening  facrifice  in  your  families,  and  that  every  one  of 
you  would  take  up  the  holy  refolution  of  Jofhua,  c  as  for  me 
and  my  houfe,  we  will  ferve  the  Lord  : '  and  the  prayers  I 
advife  you  to  ufe  are  taken  out  of  the  Common  Prayer,  as  being 
moft  familiar  and  of  greateft  authority  withal.*  If  any  of 

*  This  was  alfo  George  Herbert's  opinion :  for  when  Mr.  Duncan 
came  to  vifit  him  in  his  laft  ficknefs,  at  the  inftance  of  his  friend 
Nicholas  Ferrar,  after  fome  difcourfe  of  Mr.  Ferraris  holy  life,  and  the 
manner  of  his  conftant  ferving  God,  "  he  faid  to  Mr.  Duncan,  '  Sir,  I 
fee  by  your  habit  that  you  are  a  prieft,  and  I  defire  you  to  pray  with 
me:'  which  being  granted,  Mr.  Duncan  afked  him  'what  prayers?' 
To  which  Mr.  Herbert's  anfwer  was,  *  O,  Sir,  the  prayers  of  my  mother, 
the  Church  of  England  :  no  other  prayers  are  equal  to  them.  But  at 
this  time,  I  beg  of  you  to  pray  only  the  Litany,  for  I  am  weak  and 
faint.' " — Walton's  Life  of  George  Herbert.  See  alfo  Dr.  Gauden's 
Life  of  Bifhop  Brownrigg,  1660,  p.  169  ;  and  Jeremy  Taylor's  Funeral 
Sermon  on  Sir  George  Dalftone,  in  Eden's  Edition  of  his  Works, 
vol.  viii.  p.  566. 
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your  family  are  gone  abroad  to  their  work  before  the  reft  can 
be  ready,  call  that  little  congregation  about  you  that  is  at 
home ;  and  you  that  are  prefent,  pray  for  thofe  that  are 
abfent ;  and  by  this  means,  thofe  that  are  abfent  upon  necef- 
fary  employments  will  mare  in  the  bleffings  for  which  you 
pray.  God  of  His  infinite  mercy  blefs  thefe  inftru&ions  to 
His  Glory,  and  to  the  furtherance  of  your  devotion,  through 
Jefus  the  Beloved.  Amen,  Amen." 

The  ancient  city  of  Bath,  with  its  "  narrow  uneven 
and  unpleafant  ftreets,"*  was  very  inferior  to  what  it 
now  is,  with  its  fquares,  and  terraces,  noble  crefcents, 
and  agreeable  gardens.  It  was  not  yet  under  the 
fafhionable  dominion  of  Beau  Nafh,  nor  celebrated 
by  the  pen  of  Anftey :  but  it  was  a  place  of  courtly 
refort  for  the  gay  as  well  as  for  the  rick.  Evelyn 
mentions,  fome  years  previous,  fc  the  idle  diverfions 
of  the  town,  where  we  trifled,  and  bathed,  and  inter- 
vifited  with  the  company,  who  frequent  the  place  for 
health."  f  As  early  as  1180  "  the  Hofpital  of  St. 
John  the  Baptift,  and  a  fmall  Chapel,  had  been 
founded  by  a  former  Bifhop  of  Bath,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  fick  and  aged  poor."J  Ken's  limited  means 
did  not  allow  him  to  do  more  than  maintain  an  occa- 
fional  patient  at  the  baths  ;  §  but  he  feems  to  have 
always  confidered  his  work  incomplete,  whilft  any 
who  came  within  the  range  of  his  influence,  for  how- 
ever fhort  a  time,  were  unprovided  with  prayers,  fuited 


*  Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.  i.  p.  289.  f  Ibid. 

J  Preface  to  Markland's  Edition  of  thefe  Prayers ;  prefixed  to  his 
Life  of  Ken. 

§  Thomas  Guidott's  Regifter  of  Bath,  containing  an  account  of 
Cures  performed  by  the  famous  hot  waters  of  Bath.  Cough's  Britifh 
Topography:  Edit.  1780,  vol.  ii.  pp.  197-8. 
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to  their  peculiar  cafe.  Seeing  therefore  that  many  of 
the  rich,  as  well  as  the  poor,  came  to  the  Bath  waters 
for  the  recovery  of  their  health,  he  put  forth  another 
Manual,  being  "  PRAYERS  for  the  uje  of  all  Perfons 
who  come  to  the  Baths  for  cure"  He  would  fain 
make  thofe  medicinal  waters  refreshing  fprings  of 
fpiritual  confolation  to  them.  He  thus  begins  his 
Addrefs  to  the  fick, — 

"  GOOD  CHRISTIAN  BROTHER  OR  SISTER, 

"  Whatfoever  the  calamity  be,  which  brings  you  to  this 
place,  I  am  fenfible  how  tender  a  regard  I  ought  to  have  for 
you^Jince  you  are  come  within  my  fold ',  in  imitation  of  our  moft 
merciful  REDEEMER,  who  in  refpecT:  even  of  our  bodily 
diftempers,  fympathized  with  our  miferies,  bore  our  griefs, 
and  carried  our  forrows.*  For  this  reafon  I  could  not  fatisfy 
myfelf  by  daily  praying  for  you,  as  I  do,  unlefs  I  did  alfo  fend 
you  thefe  directions  and  prayers,  which  are  few,  and  fhort, 
and  familiar,  fuitable  to  the  infirmities  of  your  condition,  and 
which  I  hope  by  GOD'S  bleffing  may  be  words  fpoken  in 
feafon ;  nor  can  I  doubt  but  that  all  of  you  who  want  fuch 
helps  will  ferioufly  perufe  them,  and  obferve  the  advices  of 
your  fpiritual  phyfician,  as  you  are  wont  to  do  your  bodily 
one. 

"  Do  not  think  that  the  Baths  can  do  you  any  good  without 
GOD'S  immediate  bleffing  on  them,  for  it  is  GOD  that  inuft 
firft  heal  the  waters  before  they  can  have  any  virtue  to  heal 
you.  The  River  Jordan  could  never  have  cleanfed  Naaman 
of  his  leprofy,f  had  he  warned  himfelf  in  it  feventy  times 
feven  times,  had  not  GOD  blefled  it  to  his  cleanfmg.  The 
Pool  of  Siloam  could  never  have  reftored  fight  to  one  born 
blind,  had  not  our  LORD  fent  him  to  it.J  And  the  Pool 


*   Ilaiah,  liii.  4.     Matt.  viii.  17. 

f  2  Kings,  v.  10.  J  John,  ix.  7. 
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of  Bethefda  could  never  have  made  fick  perfons  whole,  but 
that  an  angel  was  fent  by  GOD  to  trouble  the  waters.* 

"  I  cannot,  then,  do  better  than  fend  you  to  that  angel, 
who,  according  to  St.  John,  flies  in  the  midft  of  heaven, 
having  the  everlafting  Gofpel  to  preach  to  them  that  dwell 
on  the  earth,  faying  with  a  loud  voice,  ct  Fear  GOD,  and  give 
glory  to  Him ;  and  worjhip  Htm  that  made  heaven  and  earth^ 
and  the  fea^  and  the  fountains  of  waters."  f  This  was  the 
angel's  fermon,  and  I  befeech  you  to  become  his  hearers,  and 
to  obferve  how,  after  the  heaven,  and  the  earth,  and  the  fea, 
he  particularly  mentions  the  fprings  or  fountains  of  waters, 
as  a  very  wonderful  part  of  the  creation ;  for  out  of  the  dark 
places  of  the  earth,  through  paflages,  and  from  caufes  unknown 
to  the  fearch  of  the  wifeft  of  men,  GOD  makes  fweet  and 
frefh  fprings  to  rife,  to  water  the  earth,  to  give  drink  to  every 
beaft  of  the  field,  and  to  fupply  all  the  neceffities  of  human 
life  ;  and  fprings  of  different  kinds,  fome  to  allay  our  thirft, 
fome  to  cure  our  difeafes. 

"  Look,  therefore,  on  the  Bath  as  a  very  admirable  and 
merciful  work  of  Divine  Providence,  defigned  for  the  good 
of  a  great  number  of  infirm  perfons,  as  well  as  of  yourfelf. 
Praife  and  adore  GOD,  Who  has  fignally  manifefted  His 
power,  and  His  mercy,  in  creating  fo  univerfal  a  good ;  and 
the  firft  thing  you  do,  when  you  are  come  to  this  place, 
worfhip  GOD  who  made  thefe  fountains. 

"  To  this  end  you  may  ufe  the  following  form  at  your  firft 
coming,  and  all  the  time  of  your  ftay  :  and  obferve  that  this 
and  all  the  other  forms  which  you  find  here,  are  penned  in 
diftinct  parts,  on  purpofe  that  you  may  choofe  thofe  which 
are  moft  fuitable  to  your  condition,  or  recite  one  at  a  time,  if 
your  weaknefs  will  not  bear  any  longer  exertion  of  your 
mind." 

He  then  gives  them  forms  of  "  Thankfgivings," 
"  Prayers  for  Amendment,"  "  Prayers  for  the 

*  John,  v.  4,  -j-  Rev.  xiv.  7. 
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Rich,"  "  Prayers  for  the  Poor,"  "  Exhortations,"  and 
cc  Ejaculations"  fuited  to  their  various  circumftances. 
One  of  thefe  is  remarkable :  "  O  my  Father,  if  it  be 
Thy  blefled  will  thefe  waters  mould  not  be  effectual 
to  me,  make  them  effectual  to  all  other  infirm  perfons 
betides.  I  will  rejoice  in  Thy  goodnefs  for  removing 
their  affliction,  I  will  acquiefce  in  Thy  goodnefs  for 
continuing  mine."  Such  were  the  Bifhop's  unwearied 
endeavours  to  make  men  devout.  He  feemed  to  fear 
nothing  fo  much  as  to  lofe  irrevocable  opportunities 
of  doing  good. 

About  the  fame  time  he  was  engaged  with  Arch- 
bifhop  Sancroft,  Lloyd,  Bifhop  of  Norwich,  Turner 
of  Ely,  and  Lloyd  of  St.  Afaph,  in  framing  "  Articles 
for  the  better  regulation  of  Ordinations p,  and  Inftitutions, 
and  other  admijjions  to  Cure  of  Souls  >  into  which  much 
abufe  and  uncanonical  -practices  have  lately  crept"* 
They  "  mutually  and  folemnly  promifed  for  them- 
felves  refpectively  to  one  another,"  that  thefe  Articles, 
being  ten  in  number,  mould  be  their  guide  as  to  the 
ages,  qualifications,  previous  refidence  in  their  Diocefes, 
testimonials,  &c.  of  candidates  for  Holy  Orders  ;  "  to 
the  end  that  there  may  be  fufficient  moral  aflurance 
to  the  Bifhop,  by  competent  witneffes,  of  the  good 
life  and  converfation  of  the  perfons  to  be  ordained  for 
full  three  years  laft  pail."  Thefe  Articles  are  among 
the  Tanner  MSS.  in  the  handwriting  of  Sancroft, 
figned  by  Ken  and  the  others.  The  collection  in 
which  the  document  is  preferved  abounds  with  letters 

*  D'Oyly's  Life  of  Sancroft,  vol.  i.  p.  21 3;  and  Cardwell's  Docu- 
mentary Annals  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  354. 
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from  the  feveral  Bifhops  to  Sancroft,  mowing  the 
ftrict  attention  which  he  exacted  from  his  fuffragans 
in  all  matters  of  ecclefiaftical  difcipline,  and  their 
willing  obedience. 

Ken  was  again,  more  than  once  in  the  courfe  of  this 
year,  called  away  for  very  fhort  periods.  Parliament 
had  been  prorogued  on  the  2nd  of  July,  in  confequence 
of  Monmouth's  rebellion,  the  King  judging  it  needful 
that  the  members  mould  repair  to  their  refpective 
counties.  They  were  appointed  to  meet  again  on  the 
4th  of  Auguft :  Ken  was  prefent  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  but  only  for  one  day,  as  a  further  adjourn- 
ment immediately  took  place  to  the  9th  of  November. 
We  find  him  at  Winchefter  on  the  1 6th  of  September, 
when  the  converfation  took  place  between  the  King, 
Lords  Fevermam,  Arran,  himfelf,  and  others,  about 
the  Saludadores  in  Spain,  and  the  extraordinary  cure 
of  "  the  fick  and  decrepid  child."*  This  was  near  the 
time  when  Judge  Jeffreys,  on  his  return  from  Devon, 
was  to  vint  Wells  in  his  Circuit  of  the  "  Bloody 
Aflizes,"  for  the  trial  of  Ken's  unhappy  people.  We 
can  fcarcely  doubt  that  his  object  in  waiting  upon  the 
King  at  Winchefter  was  to  plead  once  more,  and  in 
perfon,  for  mercy  towards  them.  Whether  the  King 
or  Jeffreys  was  the  more  deeply  refponfible  for  thofe 
atrocities,  it  is  certain  they  were  willing  accomplices 
at  the  time.  Each  afterwards  laid  the  blame  on  the 
other,  and  both  deferved  the  fate  that  was  referved 
for  them. 

It  appears,  by  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 

*  See  ante,  page  99  5  and  Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.  ii.  p.  129. 
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that  Sancroft  and  Ken  again  attended  Parliament  from 
the  nth  to  the  iyth  of  November.  On  the  2Oth 
the  King,  finding  that  the  Houfes  were  much  diiTatif- 
fied  with  his  employing  Popifh  officers  in  the  army, 
contrary  to  law,  again  prorogued  them  to  the  loth 
of  February :  but  he  never  permitted  them  to  meet 
afterwards.*  His  refolution  to  govern  without  Par- 
liament led  to  his  downfall.  Ken  returned  once  more 
to  his  Diocefe,  and  to  renewed  energies  in  the  great 
work  of  the  Paftoral  care.  His  tendernefs  and  con- 
defcenfion  conciliated  all  ranks  :  he  fpared  no  labour 
or  perfuafion  to  eftabliih  a  unity  of  affection  between 
the  clergy  and  their  people.  No  minifterial  office  was 
beneath  his  care.  Not  only  in  his  Cathedral  city  did 
he  ordain,  confirm,  and  catechife  ;  but  "  in  the  Jummer 
time  he  went  about  to  the  large  Parijh  Churches,  where 
he  would  preach  twice,  and  catechize  the  children,  f 
Thefe  labours  made  him  venerable  in  the  eyes  of  all 
men.  He  had  no  time  to  court  the  fociety  of  the 
great,  being  intent  on  the  thorough  fulfilment  of  his 
duties,  in  which  he  ftill  thought  himfelf  always 
defective.  His  own  felf-denial,  and  ftrictnefs  of  life, 
added  force  to  all  his  exertions  for  maintaining  eccle- 
fiaftical  difcipline,  and  for  ordaining  proper  men  to 
the  offices  of  the  Church,  of  which  he  gave  a  faithful 
account  to  his  Metropolitan,  Archbimop  Sancroft.J 
He  was  the  common  father  of  all  his  people  ;  but 


*  Thus  in  the  whole  of  the  reign  of  James,  being  nearly  four  years, 
Parliament  only  fat  for  about  fixty  days, 
f   Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  14. 
J.  Profe  Works  of  Ken,  by  Round,  p.  39. 
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the  poor  in   Wells  were  the  efpecial  objects   of  his 
Chriftian  fympathy.     Hawkins  fays, 

"  By  his  inftru&ions  and  example  he  aw'd  men  into  a 
fenfe  of  religion  and  duty.  He  often  deplor'd  the  condition 
of  the  poor  at  Wells,  who  were  very  numerous.  And  as  he 
was  charitably  difpofed,  fo  he  was  very  earneft  in  contriving 
proper  expedients  of  relief  for  the  needy ;  and  thought  no 
defign  could  better  anfwer  all  the  ends  of  charity  than  the 
fetting  up  a  Work-houfe  in  that  place.  But  judging  it  not 
practicable  without  the  advice,  or  at  leaft  the  affiftance,  of 
the  Gentlemen,  he  therefore  often  met  and  confulted  with 
them  ;  but  not  finding  any  fuitable  encouragement,  he  was 
forced  to  defift.  In  this  he  had  a  double  view ;  to  refcue 
the  idle  from  vicious  practice  and  converfation,  and  the 
induftrious  from  the  oppreflion  of  the  tradefmen,  who,  to  ufe 
his  own  expreflion,  did  grind  the  face  of  the  poor,  growing  rich 
by  their  labour,  and  making  them  a  very  fcanty  allowance  for 
their  work" * 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  peaceful  labours  of  the  Bifhop 
for  the  good  of  his  people,  the  Revocation  of  the 
Edict  of  Nantes  by  Louis  XIV.  and  the  fufferings  of 
the  French  Huguenots  compelled  the  attention  of  all 
Europe.  A  century  before,  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
IX.,  France  had  perpetrated  the  barbarous  {laughter 
of  St.  Bartholomew's  day,"]'  when  30,000  Proteftants 
were  facrificed  to  Papal  fanaticifm  and  cruelty: £ 

u  When  intelligence  of  the  maflacre  [St.  Bartholomew's] 
was  firft  announced  at  Rome,  the  Vatican  gave  loofe  to 
unbounded  joy.  The  Pope  and  Cardinals  proceeded  at  once 
from  the  Conclave  in  which  the  King's  defpatches  had  been 
read,  to  offer  thanks  before  the  altar  for  the  great  bleffing 

*   Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  16.  f  z^th  Auguft,  1572. 

J  Memoirs  of  Sully.     Englifli  edition,  4-to,  1761,  vol.  i.  p.  460. 
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which  heaven  had  vouchfafed  to  the  Romifh  See,  and  to  all 
Chriftendom.  Salvoes  of  artillery  thundered  at  nightfall  from 
the  ramparts  of  St.  Angelo  :  the  ftreets  were  illuminated,  and 
no  victory  ever  achieved  by  the  arms  of  the  Pontificate 
elicited  more  tokens  of  feftivity."* 

In  the  collection  of  Papal  Medals  in  the  Britifh 
Mufeum,  we  have  a  filver,  and  alfo  a  copper,  fpeci- 
men  of  the  medal,  which  Pope  Gregory  XIII.  caufed 
to  be  ftruck  in  honour  of  this  fanguinary  triumph  over 
heretics,  thus  perpetuating  to  future  ages  the  cruelty 
of  the  Church  and  Court  of  Rome,  f 

Some  years  after  this  fearful  event,  the  Edict  of 


*  Smedley's  Hift.  of  the  Reformed  Religion  in  France,  vol.  ii.  p.  34. 
See  Strype's  Life  of  Archbifliop  Parker,  fol.  174,  p.  351,  for  the  Papal 
Bull  giving  order  for  a  Jubilee. 

•f-  A  vignette  of  the  Papal  medal  is  given  as  a  head-piece  to  the 
Epitome  of  the  49th  Book  of  De  Thou,  in  the  3rd  vol.  of  the  London 
edition  of  his  Hiftory.  The  obverfe  bears  the  Pope's  head  ;  the  reverfe 
an  angel  carrying  a  fword  in  his  right  hand,  a  crucifix  in  the  left, 
employed  in  the  flaughter  of  a  group  of  both  fexes.  The  legend  is, 
UGONOTTORUM  STRAGES,  1572.  Smedley's  Hift.  of  the  Reformed 
Religion  in  France,  vol.  ii.  p.  34.  See  alfo  D'Ifraeli's  Firft  Series  of 
Curiofities  of  Literature,  vol.  ii.  p.  391  ;  and  "  The  Maflacre  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew," by  Sir  W.  S.  R.  Cockburn,  Bart.,  A.M.,  izmo,  1840.  An 
engraving  of  the  medal  is  in  the  Frontifpiece.  He  gives  extracts  from 
the  numifmatic  work  of  "  A.  P.  Philip  Bonanni,  of  the  Society  of  Jefus, 
printed  in  Rome,  1699,  with  permiffion  of  the  Superiors."  In  this 
Romanift  work  is  an  engraving  of  the  Pope's  medal.  Bonanni  limits 
the  flaughter  in  Paris  to  4,000,  and  in  other  cities  and  in  the  provinces 
to  25,000.  He  tells  of  the  Pope's  folemn  proceffion,  thankfgiving,  and 
Jubilee  proclaimed  to  the  Chriftian  world,  and  of  his  commanding  Vafari 
to  paint  the  death  of  Coligny  and  his  companions  in  colours,  in  the  halls 
of  the  Vatican,  "  as  a  monument  of  vindicated  religion,  and  trophy  of 
routed  herefy."  All  thefe  he  confiders  "  iliuftrious  proofs  of  the  piety 
of  Charles  IX.,  and  of  the  anxious  care  of  the  Pope  for  the  Catholic 
religion."  A  few  years  ago,  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Maflingberd  obtained  feveral 
of  thofe  medals  from  the  Mint  at  Rome  :  but  they  are  no  longer  to  be 
procured  there. 
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Nantes*  fecured  to  the  Huguenots,  for  nearly  a  cen- 
tury, an  uncertain  and  reluctant  toleration.  But  it 
was  referved  to  France,  in  the  polifhed  and  luxurious 
age  of  Louis  XIV.,  to  perpetrate  another  fuicidal 
and  infane  cruelty,  equalled  only  by  that  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew; for  both  of  which  me  received  ample 
punimment  in  her  own  avenging  Revolution.  Louis, 
confident  in  the  fuccefs  of  his  ambitious  projects  for 
univerfal  power,  and  prompted  by  a  blind  bigotry  to 
exterminate  the  Huguenots,  revoked  the  Edict  of 
Nantes,  f  which  had  been  granted  for  their  protection 
by  Henry  IV.  They  were  opprefTed  by  a  feries  of 
the  moft  cruel  military  executions,  known  by  the 
name  of  dragonnades ;  their  towns  defolated, — them- 
felves  put  to  the  moft  ingenious  and  protracted  tor- 
tures ; — old  men  and  young  were  broken  on  the  wheel 
in  the  prefence  of  their  deareft  relatives.  Thoufands 
of  innocent  victims  were  maflacred  without  fear  or 
remorfe.  Thus  the  King  confummated  a  deed  of 
treachery  and  ingratitude  of  fo  dark  a  hue,  that  it  has 
left  an  indelible  ftain  on  his  own  character,  and  the 
hiftory  of  France ; — treacherous,  becaufe  it  violated  the 
pledge  of  a  national  compact,  declared  to  be  "  irrevo- 
cable,"— and  ungrateful  towards  brave  and  loyal 
fubjects,  whom  he  had  before  thanked  and  applauded 
for  their  fidelity  to  the  throne,  when  menaced  by  the 
War  of  the  Fronde.  $ 


*  The  Edift  was  figned  i3th  April,  1598. 

•f  The  Edift  was  revoked  the  i8th  of  October,  1685. 

J  Louis,  on  the  conclufion  of  the  war  of  the  Fronde,  declared  that  he 
would  maintain  the  privileges,  granted  to  the  Huguenots  by  his  prede- 
ceflbrs,  and  confirmed  by  himfelf,  "  I  will  take  care,  he  faid,  that  they 
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The  companion  of  all  ranks  was  called  forth  towards 
thefe  unhappy  exiles,  compelled  by  the  fanguinary 
intolerance  of  their  countrymen  to  take  refuge  on  our 
hofpitable  mores.  Nor  was  this  the  firft  occafion  on 
which  the  heart  of  England  had  throbbed  with 
fympathy  for  the  victims  of  Louis  XIV.  and  Madame 
Maintenon.  So  early  as  the  year  1681,  when  "  dra- 
goonings"  and  "booted"  perfecutions  defolated  Poitou, 
and  drove  its  inhabitants  to  foreign  afylums, — 
Charles  II.,  by  an  order  in  Council,  iflued  letters  of 
denization  to  more  than  one  thoufand  of  the  refugees  : 
he  alfo  promifed  them  naturalization,  relieved  them 
from  importation  duties,  and  commanded  them  to  be 
received  at  the  outports  by  all  officers,  civil  and 
military,  with  hofpitality  and  affiftance.  He  alfo 
addrerTed  letters,  on  the  22nd  July,  1681,  to  the 
Bifhop  of  London, — in  which  the  refugees  were  de- 
fcribed  "  not  only  as  diftrefled  ftrangers,  but  chiefly 
as  perfecuted  Chriftians," — enjoined  a  collection  to  be 
made  in  their  behalf  by  the  clergy  of  the  metropolis, 
and  wrote  to  the  Lord  Mayor  recommending  the  fame 
charitable  object  to  his  influence  and  co-operation.* 
And  now,  when  the  Edict  of  Nantes  was  revoked  on 
the  1 8th  October,  1685,  the  fympathy  and  indigna- 


are  allowed  to  live  upon  an  equality  with  my  other  fubjefts.  To  this  I 
am  engaged  by  my  royal  word,  and  by  the  remembrance  that  I  have  of 
the  proofs  they  have  given  me  of  their  fidelity  during  the  recent  dif- 
turbances,  when  they  took  up  arms  for  my  defence,  and  fuccefsfully 
oppofed  the  evil  defigns  of  a  rebellious  fa£Hon.  Signed,  Louis,  Sept.  6, 
1666."  Benoit,  Hiftoire  de  I'Edift  de  Nantes  ;  Preuves,  p.  7. 

*  Smedley's  Hiftory  of  the  Reformed  Religion  in  France,  vol.  iii. 
p.  251  ;  Burn's  Foreign  Proteftant  Refugees,  pp.  1 8,  20 ;  Sir  Leoline 
Jenkins's  State  Papers,  vol.  ii.  pp.  687,  688. 
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tion  of  England  were  aroufed  in  a  manner  worthy  of 
a  generous  people. 

Far  different  from  this  feeling  was  the  anti-Chriftian 
joy  of  the  Pope  (Innocent  XI.),  mifcalling  himfelf  the 
"  Vicar  of  Chrift," — the  God  of  Love, — and  his  con- 
fentient  Conclave,  expreffed  by  a  general  Ye  Deum 
throughout  the  Roman  States.  He  wrote  a  letter  of 
congratulation  to  Louis,  calling  him  "  our  deareft  fon 
in  Chrift,"  and  declaring  that  "  this  illuftrious  act  was 
an  acceflion  of  immortal  honour  to  all  his  other  ex- 
ploits. <f  The  Catholic  Church,"  he  fays,  <c  mail  moft 
afTuredly  record  in  her  facred  annals  a  work  of  fuch 
devotion  towards  her,  and  celebrate  your  name  in  un- 
dying praifes."*  James  alfo,  amid  the  general  com- 
miferation  of  his  own  people  for  the  perfecuted 
Huguenots,  felt  fomething  more  than  indifference. 
At  firft  he  was  alarmed  for  the  effect  which  thefe 
cruelties  would  have  on  the  public  mind.  He  feigned 
pity  towards  the  fufferers,  and  took  meafures  to  throw 
fufpicion  from  himfelf.  But  he  was  not  a  man  long 
to  conceal  his  fentiments.  If  he  did  not,  as  fome 
affert,f  congratulate  the  French  tyrant  on  this  "victory 
over  herefy,"  which  was  declared  by  writers  of  that 
Church  to  be  "  greater  than  all  the  conquefts  of 

*  For  ample  and  minute  details  of  the  cruelties  exercifed  throughout 
France  after  the  Revocation  of  the  Edift,  and  for  a  long  lift  of  writers 
by  whom  they  are  recorded,  fee  "  THE  WITNESSES  IN  SACKCLOTH," 
lamo,  1852,  "  by  a  Defcendant  of  a  Refugee."  A  defcription  will  there 
be  found  of  the  feveral  medals,  ftruck  in  honour  of  this  "  Extirpation  of 
Herefy." 

•j-  Lord  Lonfdale's  Memoir  of  the  Reign  of  James  II.,  410,  1808, 
pp.  39,  40. 
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Alexander  and  Casfar,"  he  took  every  means  in  his 
power  to  fupprefs  a  knowledge  of  the  fads. 

The  Englifh  could  not  fail  to  fee  in  all  this  a  clear 
afTurance  of  their  own  future  fate,  if  ever  Popery 
mould  regain  the  afcendant.  Their  feelings  of  pity 
for  the  fufferings  of  thofe  who  had  fought  an  afylum 
among  them  was  fo  univerfally  expreffed,  that  James 
thought  it  prudent  to  yield  to  the  call  of  the  nation,  and 
at  length  iflued  his  letters  patent*  to  the  Bifhops  for 
a  general  collection  on  behalf  of  the  exiles.  On  the 

D 

29th  March,  1686,  Evelyn  informs  us  that  the  "brief 
was  read  in  all  the  churches  for  relieving  the  French 
Proteftants."  But  even  previous  to  this,  on  the  I4th 
of  the  fame  month,  Ken's  warm  heart  kindling  with 
indignant  emotion  at  the  fpectacle  of  fo  many  fellow- 
creatures,  opprefTed  by  worfe  than  Pagan  cruelties, 
he  took  the  opportunity  of  his  being  appointed  one 
of  the  Lent  Preachers  at  Whitehall  to  plead  for  the 
deftitute  ftrangers.  It  was  a  bold  meafure  to  reprefent 

*  The  Letters  of  Lady  Rachel  Ruflell  contain  many  allufions  to  the 
letters  patent,  or  brief: — "Nov.  1685,  I  hear  our  King  has  given 
leave  for  colleftion  for  thofe  Proteftants  which  have  been  drove  hither." 
"  15  Jan.  1686,  The  brief  for  the  poor  Proteftants  was  not  fealed  on 
Wednefday,  as  was  hoped  it  would  be  ;  the  Chancellor  [Jeffreys]  bid  it 
to  be  laid  by,  when  it  was  offered  him  to  feal."  "  22  Jan.,  1686,  I  am 
unwilling  to  fhake  off  all  hopes  about  the  brief,  though  I  know  them 
that  went  to  the  Chancellor,  fmce  the  refufal  to  feal  it,  and  his  anfwer 
does  not  encourage  one's  hopes.  But  he  is  not  a  lover  of  fmooth  lan- 
guage ;  fo  in  that  refpeft  we  may  not  fo  foon  defpair." — Lady  Ruffell's 
Letters,  7th  edit.  1809,  pp.  80,  87,  89.  "The  Brief  had  been  long 
expefted,  and  at  laft  with  difficulty  procured  to  be  published,  the  intereft 
of  the  French  Ambaffador  obftrufting  it."  Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.  ii. 
p.  252.  Macaulay  fays,  "the  promifed  colleftion  was  long  put  off 
under  various  pretexts.  The  King  would  gladly  have  broken  his 
word  ;  but  it  was  pledged  fo  folemnly,  that  he  could  not  for  very  fhame 
retraft."  Macaulay's  Hift.  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  78. 
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this  perfecution  in  its  true  colours  within  the  very 
chapel  of  the  King,  who  had  commanded  the  clergy 
fimply  to  read  the  Brief,  and  not  prefume  to  preach 
on  the  fufferings  of  the  exiles.  *  But  nothing  could 
daunt  his  courage,  when  a  fenfe  of  duty  impelled  him 
to  advocate  the  caufe  of  charity.  Evelyn  fays  : 

u  I4th.  The  Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells  preached  on 
John  vi.  1 7,  a  moft  excellent  and  pathetic  difcourfe  :  after  he 
had  recommended  the  duty  of  fafting  and  other  penitential 
duties,  he  exhorted  to  conftancy  in  the  Proteftant  religion, 
deteftation  of  the  unheard-of  cruelties  of  the  French,  and 
ftirring  up  to  a  liberal  contribution.  This  fermon  was  the 
more  acceptable,  as  it  was  unexpected  from  a  Bifhop  who 
had  undergone  the  cenfure  of  being  inclined  to  Popery,  the 
contrary  whereof  no  man  could  fhow  more.  This,  indeed, 
did  all  our  Bifhops,  to  the  difabufing  and  reproach  of  all 
their  delators  ;  for  none  were  more  zealous  againft  Popery 
than  they  were."f 

One  of  the  moft  diftinguimed  among  the  Bimops 
was  the  intrepid  Robert  Frampton,  of  Gloucefter, 
who  on  the  previous  Sunday,  in  the  full  fpirit  of  his 
friend  Ken,  had  preached  a  fermon  at  Whitehall, 

"  Showing  that  feveral  affli&ions  of  the  Church  of  Chrift, 
from  the  primitives  to  this  day,  applying  exceedingly  to  the 
prefent  conjuncture,  when  many  were  wavering  in  their  minds, 
and  great  temptations  appearing  through  the  favour  now  found 
by  the  Papifts,  fo  as  the  people  were  full  of  jealoufies,  and 
difcouragement.  The  Bifhop  magnified  the  Church  of 
England,  exhorting  to  conftancy  and  perfeverance."  J 


*  Macaulay's  Hift.  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  78. 
f  Evelyn's  Diary,  i4-th  March,  1686. 

J  Ibid.  vol.  ii.  p.  2 50.     Frampton  was  one  of  the  moft  eloquent  men 
of  the  day, — generous,  fimple  hearted,  and  bold  in  the  caufe  of  the 
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This  fermon  was  reported  to  the  King,  who  fent  for 
Bancroft,  and  complained  of  its  offenfive  freedom. 
Frampton  hearing  of  this,  after  he  had  returned  to 
Gloucester,  thus  writes  to  the  Archbifhop : 

"  May  it  pleafe  your  Grace, 

"  I  heare  that  your  Grace  was  fent  for  by  his  facred 
Majefty  concerning  my  fermon,  that  I  preacht  at  Whitehall. 
I  am  not  confcious  to  my  felfe  of  any  one  word  fpoken  in  it, 
by  which  I  might  give  his  facred  Majefty  an  offence.  I  am 
fure,  much  was  sayd,  to  his  Majefty's  fervice  and  honour. 
Nor  am  I  afraid  or  afhamed,  to  mew  what  I  faid  to  his  facred 
Majefty,  your  Grace,  or  any  other  perfon  in  the  world. 

"  That  I  fpake  much  to  the  honour  of  my  deare  Mother,  the 
Church  of  England,  Is  very  true,  and  I  Jhall  never  repent  of  it. 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  his  facred  Majefty,  being  a  moft 
generous  Prince,  will  never  have  the  worfe  opinion  of  me  for 
it.  But  thefe  things  are  in  God's  and  his  Majeftye's  difpofall, 
to  which  I  moft  humbly  and  heartily  fubmit,  being  obedient 
to  both  to  the  beft  of  my  fkill,  and  alwayes  ready  to  fhew  my 
felfe  your  Grace's 

"  Affectionate  and  humble  fon  and  fervant, 

"  ROBERT  GLOUCESTER.* 

"  Gloucefter, 

Mar.  27. 
86?' 

No  fooner  was  the  King's  Brief  irTued  for  the  Col- 
lection than  Ken  addreffed  the  following  letter  of  cha- 
ritable exhortation  to  the  clergy  of  his  own  diocefe  : — 
"  ALL  GLORY  BE  TO  GOD." 

tc  Sir, — His  Majefty  in  thefe  letters  patent,  which  I  now 

Church  and  of  truth.    We  (hall  hereafter  have  a  more  particular  account 
of  him,  when  circumftances  of  difficulty  and  fellow-fuffering  brought 
him  into  ftill  clofer  connexion  with  Ken  than  before. 
*  Tanner  MSS.,  vol.  xxx.  fol.  7. 
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fend  you,  having  given  a  frefh  and  great  aflurance  of  his 
gracioufnefs  to  his  own  fubjecls,  in  {hewing  himfelf  fo  very 
gracious  to  Proteftant  ftrangers,  and  having  required  me  to 
give  a  particular  recommendation  and  command  to  my  brethren 
of  the  clergy  within  my  diocefs,  to  advance  this  fo  pious  and 
charitable  a  work ;  I  think  it  my  duty,  with  my  utmoft  zeal 
to  further  fo  God-like  a  charity,  and  I  do,  therefore,  ftri&ly 
enjoin  you,  that  you  moft  affeftimately  and  earnestly  perfuade, 
exhort,  and  ftir  up  all  under  your  care,  to  contribute  freely  and 
cheerfully  to  the  relief  of  thefe  dtftrejfed  Chriftiam,  and  to  do 
it  with  as  well  tim'd  an  expedition  as  you  can.  And  that  his 
Majefty's  royal  goodnefs  may  have  its  full  effecl:,  I  befeech 
you,  for  the  love  of  God,  to  be  exemplarily  liberal  towards 
them  yourfelf,  according  to  your  ability,  remembering  how 
blefled  a  thing  it  is  to  be  brotherly  kind  to  ftrangers,  to 
Chriftian  ftrangers,  efpecially  fuch  as  thofe  whofe  diftrefs  is 
very  great,  and  is  in  all  refpects  moft  worthy  of  our  tendereft 
commiferation ;  and  how  our  moft  adorable  Redeemer  does 
interpret,  and  does  proportionably  reward,  all  the  good  we  do 
to  them  as  done  to  himfelf.  God  of  his  infinite  mercy 
infpire  this  fraternal  charity  into  your  own  foul,  and  into  the 
fouls  of  all  your  parim. 

"  Your  affectionate  friend  and  brother, 

"  THO.  BATH  AND  WELLS.* 
"Wells,  April  15th,  1686." 

We  might  expect,  that  when  he,  who  "was  a 
common  father  to  all  the  fons  and  daughters  of  afflic- 
tion," f  invited  his  clergy  to  fet  their  parimioners  a 


*  Ken's  Profe  Works,  by  Round,  p.  483. 

\  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  22.  We  have  feen  (ante,  p.  231)  how 
his  earlier  charities  had  kept  him  fo  poor,  that  he  was  obliged  to  accept 
a  fum  of  money,  which  Mr.  Francis  Morley  offered  to  lend  him,  to 
defray  the  expenles  attendant  on  his  becoming  a  Bifliop  One  of  his 
Chaplains,  Dr.  Thomas  Cheyney,  often  heard  him  "  complain,  that  for 
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liberal  example,  he  would  himfelf  be  foremoft  in  fuch 
a  race  of  charity.  Accordingly,  we  have  a  remark- 
able act  of  munificence  recorded  of  him,  which  appears 
to  belong  to  this  period  of  his  life.  As  if  to  enable 
him  to  perform  a  work  of  love  fo  near  to  his  heart,  on 
a  fcale  far  beyond  his  ordinary  means,  it  is  recorded 
that,  having  "  received  a  fine  of  four  thoufand  pounds, 
great  fart  of  it  was  given  to  the  French  P  rot  eft  ants"  * 
The  contributions  from  all  clafTes  of  the  people,  in 
all  quarters,  were  as  prompt  as  they  were  large.  On 
the  2Oth  April,  1686,  Bifhop  Barlow,  the  tolerant, 
but  fervile,  fuccefTor  of  Sanderfon  in  the  fee  of  Lin- 
coln, writes  with  ailonimment  at  the  fums  already 
received,  and  declares, — fc  when  I  further  confider  his 
Majefty's  (not  liberal,  but)  magnificent  charity  in  fub- 
fcribing  1 5oo/.,  and  fome  others,  by  his  example,  fub- 
fcribing  TOOO/.,  fome  5oo/.,  fome  joo/.,  fome  2oo/., 
&c.  (fuch  fums  as  were  never  fubfcribed  to  any  brief 
before)  ;  and  when  I  confider  the  ftrange  cheerfulnefs 

this  very  reafon  no  great  matter  'was  to  be  expelled  from  him  [in  the  way 
of  gifts]  ;  as  thinking  himfelf  obliged  to  be  juft  before  he  could  be 
charitable."  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  20. 

*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  22.  Baxter  might  well  have  fpared  his 
memorandum  made  about  the  end  of  1684: — "  Many  French  minifters, 
fentenced  to  death  and  banimment,  fly  hither  for  refuge,  and  the 
Church  men  relieve  them  not,  becaufe  they  are  not  for  Englifh  diocefans 
and  conformity  ;  and  others  have  many  of  their  own  diftrefled  minifters 
and  acquaintance  to  relieve,  that  few  are  able."  Reliquiae  Baxterianas, 
part  iii.  p.  200.  We  are  told  of  Rainbow,  Bifhop  of  Carlifle,  who 
died  March  26,  1684,  that  he  bore  "his  mare  with  other  Bi/hops  in 
yearly  penfions  to  foreign  converts,"  and  gave  "  to  French  Proteftants 
large  fums." — Life  of  Bifhop  Rainbow,  1688,  pp.  107,  109.  Tillotfon, 
then  Dean  of  Canterbury,  was  moft  zealous  in  promoting  the  contri- 
butions ;  and  his  well-known,  but  moft  illogical,  reply  to  Beveridge, 
that  charity  is  above  rubrics,  has  reference  to  thefe  briefs. — Birch's  Life 
of  Tillotfon,  1752,  p.  131. 
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of  all  people  to  contribute,  with  a  far  more  than  urual 
liberality :  I  fay,  when  I  confider  thefe  particulars,  I 
cannot  chufe  but  impute  fuch  a  cheerfulnefs,  fuch 
extraordinary  and  great  contributions  to  the  Divine 
Providence,  and  the  immediate  hand  of  God,  making 
all  people  willing  to  relieve  their  perfecuted  brethren."* 
Sir  William  Coventry,  uncle  of  Lord  Weymouth, 
clofed  his  diftinguimed  career  in  the  fummer  of  this 
year,  and  bequeathed  3OOO/.  to  redeem  flaves,  and 
2OOO/.  to  the  French  refugees,  f 

The  refult  of  the  whole  collection  has  been  thus 
compendioufly  recorded  by  the  laborious  Strype : 

41  The  ftate  of  the  poor  French  Proteftant  refugees, 
Anno  1687,  was  this.  Their  numbers  that  were  relieved  by 
a  brief  that  year  were  15,500  perfons  ;  whereof  13,500  were 
in  and  about  London,  and  2,OOO  in  feveral  fea-port  towns. 
Of  thefe  were  140  families  of  perfons  of  quality;  183 
minifters  with  their  families ;  144  families  of  lawyers, 
phyficians,  merchants,  and  citizens  ;  the  reft,  artificers,  huf- 

*  Genuine  Remains  of  Dr.  Thomas  Barlow,  late  Lord  Bimop  of 
Lincoln,  1693,  p.  264.  A  particular  inftance  will  defcribe  this  time  ftill 
more  vividly: — Whifton  (Memoirs,  1749,  p.  n),  whofe  father  was 
Reftor  of  Norton,  in  Leicefterfhire,  thus  recalls  the  period  : — "  I  remem- 
ber that,  fome  time  before  his  death,  great  mimbers  of  French  refugees 
came  over  hither,  at  the  revocation  of  the  Edi6l  of  Nantz,  1685.  This 
fo  greatly  affefted  him,  that  confidering  them  as  confeffors  for  religion, 
as  they  really  were,  he  preached  feveral  fermons  to  his  fmall  parim,  to 
excite  them  to  an  uncommon  liberality  on  that  occafion.  In  particular, 
he  told  them  from  the  pulpit,  which  I  myfelf  heard,  that  he  intended 
himfelf  to  give  them  fix  pounds.  By  which  means,  I  believe,  the 
parifh  of  Norton  made  up  a  greater  fum  than  perhaps  any  other  in  the 
kingdom  of  no  larger  wealth  and  magnitude.1" 

f  Lady  RuffeH's  Letters:  Letter  xxxv.,  dated  nth  July,  1686. 
Collins's  Peerage,  edit.  1735,  vol.  ii.  p.  506.  He  died  on  June  z3rd. 
For  many  other  details  of  the  Huguenot  exiles,  and  the  fubfcriptions 
for  their  relief,  fee  Burn's  Hift.  of  Foreign  Proteftant  Refugees,  8vo, 
1846,  the  firft  feven  chapters. 
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bandmen,  &c.  And  confiderable  numbers  of  them  more 
were  ftill  at  that  time  coming  over.  The  collection  that 
was  made  for  them  in  London,  and  other  parts  of  the  nation 
in  the  abovefaid  year,  1687,  amounted  to  4O,ooo/.  paid  into 
the  Chamber  of  London ;  and  not  long  after  200O/.  more 
was  paid  in.  Fifteen  French  Churches,  or  convenient  places 
for  the  worfhip  of  God,  were  erected  by  means  of  this 
collection,  viz.,  three  in  London,  and  twelve  in  feveral 
counties  j  befides  thofe  great  numbers  before-mentioned, 
relieved  thereby."  * 

"  Perhaps,"  obferves  Mr.  Macaulay,  "  none  of  the 
munificent  fubfcriptions  of  our  own  age  has  borne 
fo  great  a  proportion  to  the  means  of  the  na- 
tion." The  Court,  however,  viewed  the  popular 
feeling,  from  which  all  this  bounty  flowed,  with 
ill-difguifed  averfion  and  dread.  The  French  Am- 
bafTador  alfo  was  fecretly  chagrined  at  the  comment 
on  his  mailer's  conduct,  conveyed  in  this  national 
almfgiving ;  and,  at  his  inftigation,  the  King,  over- 
ruling even  the  hesitation  of  Jeffreys,  ordered  the 
translation  of  Monfieur  John  Claude's  book,')'  which 
fet  forth  the  fufferings  of  the  Huguenots,  to  be 
burned  by  the  common  hangman.  T.he  Court  of 
France  was  compelled  to  fubmit  to  the  filent  rebuke 
of  the  Englifh  Envoy,  Sir  William  Trumbull,  who 
had  harboured  many  of  the  refugees,  and  protected 
and  faved  their  property :  nor  did  James  venture  to 


*  Stowe's  Survey  of  London,  continued  by  the  Rev.  John  Strype, 
A.M.,  edit.  i7zo,  vol.  ii.  bookv.  p.  303. 

f  "AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  Perfections  and  Oppreflions  of  the  Pro- 
teftants  in  France  [written  originally  in  French  by  Monfieur  Claude, 
and  tranflated  by  Dr.  Tenifon],  Printed  in  the  year  1686."  No 
printer's  name  is  attached. 
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difown,  or  recall  him  for  acting  this  compaffionate 
part.  He  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  filence  the 
pulpits  on  the  fame  fubject,  and  to  prevent  them  from 
reflecting  on  the  atrocities  of  the  French  Monarch. 
Unable  to  arreft  the  current  of  the  national  charity, 
his  Chancellor  interfered  with  the  diftribution  of  it, 
admitting  none  that  did  not  take  the  Sacrament  from 
his  own  Chaplain,  and  fending  many  away  with  fad 
hearts.*  Perhaps  there  was  a  cruel  irony  in  the 
exaction  of  this  teft ;  for,  on  a  fimilar  occafion  in  the 
year  1681,  when  collections  were  made  in  London  for 
the  French  Proteftants,  an  outcry  had  been  raifed  that 
many  of  thefe  were  Papifts  in  difguife,  and  none  were 
admitted  to  a  mare  of  relief,  unlefs  they  prefented 
proofs  that  they  profefTed  the  Reformed  Faith,  and 
that  they  had  partaken  of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper :  and  it  is  ftated  that  a  fimilar  rumour  was 
now  revived,  and  the  belief  entertained  that  the  large 
fums  collected  were  to  be  diverted  by  James  to  the 
maintenance  of  his  Popifh  adherents,  f 

But  all  thefe  ungenerous  obftacles  were  foon  fwept 
away  by  the  irrefiftible  impulfe  of  the  national  will : 
and  further  briefs,  and  further  large  collections,  even 
during  the  reign  of  James,  testified  to  the  unabated 
benevolence,  and  Proteftant  feeling  of  England. 
During  the  following  reign,  royal  proclamations,  acts 
of  Parliament,  and  various  meafures  of  relief  were 


*  Macaulay's  Hiftory  of  England,  5th  edit.,  vol.  ii.  p.  778.  Evelyn's 
Diary,  5th  May,  1686.  Burnet's  Own  Time,  fol.,  p.  769.  Lady 
Ruflell's  Letter  to  Dr.  Fitzvvilliam,  i4th  April,  1686. 

f  Smedley's  Hiftory  of  the  Reformed  Religion  in  France,  vol.  iii. 
pp.  252,  280. 
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framed  to  meet  the  neceflities  of  fucceflive  exiles, 
flying  from  this  fecond  and  more  protracted  St.  Bar- 
tholomew. In  particular,  on  the  opening  of  a  new 
Parliament,  in  November  1695,  William  called  atten- 
tion to  the  miferable  circumftances  of  the  French 
Proteftants,  who  were  fuffering  for  their  religion,  and 
the  Commons  voted  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  a  year 
for  their  relief.  *  Even  down  to  fo  late  a  period  as 
1 829,1  and  perhaps  even  later,  traces  of  Parliamentary 
aid  to  <c  poor  French  Proteftant  refugee  clergy,"  and 
"  poor  French  Proteftant  laity,"  may  be  found  in  the 
annual  votes  of  fupply.  Nor  has  England  mown 
herfelf  fo  exclusively  grateful  for  the  ineftimable 
blefling  of  her  Reformation,  as  to  deny  her  charity  to 
thofe  of  a  hoftile  and  perpetually  aggreflive  Church. 
She  may  point  with  one  hand  to  the  Proteftant 
refugees  from  the  Netherlands,  France,  the  Pala- 
tinate, and  all  Europe,  receiving  fuccour  and  fhelter 
beneath  her  flag ;  and  with  the  other,  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  then  bigoted  Lifbon,  affifted  with  the 
unanimous  Parliamentary  gift  of  ioo,ooo/.,  when  the 
defolating  earthquake  of  1755  fell  upon  them,J  — 
and  to  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  revolutionary 
France,  when  perfecuted,  in  their  day,  like  the  Hu- 
guenots of  old.  § 


*  Chandler's  Commons' Debate,  vol.  iii.  pp.  2,  23.  Burn's  Foreign 
Proteftant  Refugees,  pp.  2 1,22. 

f  Calamy's  Life  and  Times,  vol.  ii.  p.  468,  Mr.  Rutt's  note.  See 
alfo  Ibid.  pp. 42,  227,  for  allufion  to  the  "poor  Palatines." 

f  Lord  Mahon's  Hiftory  of  England,  &c.,  8vo.  vol.  iv.  p.  91. 

§  See  the  cafe  of  the  fuffering  clergy  of  France,  refugees  in  the 
Britim  dominions  ;  fuppofed  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Burke,  and 
diftributed  in  September,  1792. — Annual  Regifter,  1792,  p.  122. 
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From  this  view  of  an  event,  which  fo  confpicuoufly 
elicited  the  bounteous  fpirit  of  Ken,  and  bore  fuch 
witnefs  to  the  apoftolic  ftewardfhip  of  the  revenues  of 
his  fee,  we  turn  to  his  conduct  in  a  lefs  public  fphere. 
Unmeafured  as  was  his  bounty  to  a  whole  community 
of  fufferers,  and  earneft  as  he  was  in  advocating  their 
caufe,  he  ftill  found  time  to  be  gracious  and  charitable 
to  the  meaneft  individual.  We  are  often  ready 
enough  by  contributions  of  money,  which  occafion  us 
no  fenfible  privation,  to  excufe  ourfelves  from  the 
harder  duty  of  giving  our  time  and  perfonal  care  to 
thofe  who  are  in  need.  Ken  never  loft  the  opportunity 
of  difcourfing  kindly  and  patiently  with  the  loweft 
who  approached  him.  "  He  had  a  very  happy  way 
of  mixing  his  fpiritual  with  his  corporal  alms.  When 
any  poor  perfon  begged  of  him,  he  would  examine 
whether  he  could  fay  the  Lord's  Prayer  or  Creed."  f 
He  had  a  very  tender  regard  for  every  fheep  of  his 
flock.  <c  The  fhepherd,"  fays  St.  Chryfoftom,  "  leav- 
ing the  ninety  and  nine,  did  not  return  till  he 
had  completed  his  number,  by  recovering  that  meep 
that  was  loft.  Tell  me  not  it  is  only  one  :  remember 
that  it  is  a  foul  for  which  all  things  vifible  were  made  : 
for  which  laws  were  given,  miracles  wrought,  and 
myfteries  effected ;  for  which  God  fpared  not  his  own 


*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  22. 

-f-  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  12. — In  this,  as  in  many  other  par- 
ticulars, he  refembled  George  Herbert,  who  would  allow  no  thanks  to 
himfelf  for  the  alms  he  beftowed  ;  but  would  have  them  fay,  "  God  be 
praifed,  God  be  glorified."  "  So  doth  he  alfo,  before  giving,  make  them 
fay  their  prayers  firft,  or  the  Creed,  and  ten  commandments ;  and  as  he 
finds  them  perfe6t,  rewards  them  the  more.  For  other  givings  are  lay 
and  fecular  ;  but  this  is  to  give  like  a  prieft." — The  Parforfs  Charity, 
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Son.  Think  how  great  a  price  has  been  paid  for  this 
one  meep,  and  bring  him  back  to  the  fold."  In  the 
fame  fpirit  Hammond  fays,  "  Oh  what  a  glorious 
thing,  how  rich  a  prize  for  the  expenfe  of  a  man's 
whole  life,  were  it  to  be  the  inftrument  of  refcuing 
one  foul!" 

The  rich  man's  barn,  it  is  faid,  is  the  poor  man's 
ftorehoufe.  So  the  Bifhop  in  his  palace  was  the 
bountiful  fteward  for  diftributing  to  every  clafs  a 
portion  of  his  worldly  means.  He  fought  out  new 
ways  of  charity,  knowing  that  the  inequalities  of  life 
are  ordained  for  the  probation  of  faith,  both  in  thofe 
who  have  abundance,  and  thofe  who  want.  He  gave 
largely,  for  he  loved  much ;  he  difcerned  Chriil's 
pierced  Hand  ever  ready  to  receive  the  gift,  difpenfed 
to  the  lead  of  His  poor  ones, — <f  thefe  My  brethren, 
anhungered,  athirft,  naked,  ftrangers ; "  and  he  heard 
the  voice,  "  thou  doeft  it  unto  Me."  His  benevo- 
lence, too,  being  that  of  a  cheerful  giver,  made  it  an 
offering  of  fpikenard,  doubly  precious  to  Him  Who 
imparts  the  grace  to  beftow,  and  the  reward.  "  When 
he  was  at  home  on  Sundays,  he  would  have  twelve 
poor  men  or  women,  to  dine  with  him  in  his  hall : 
always  endeavouring,  whilft  he  fed  their  bodies,  to 
comfort  their  fpirits  by  fome  chearful  difcourfe, 
generally  mixt  with  fome  ufeful  inftrudlion.  And 
when  they  had  dined,  the  remainder  was  divided 
among  them  to  carry  home  to  their  families. "  * 


*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  14. — Such  was  the  "Courtefy"  of 
George  Herbert's  Country  Parfon  ;  "  The  poor  alfo  are  welcome  to  his 
table,  whom  he  fometimes  purpofely  takes  home  with  him,  fetting  them 
clofe  by  him,  and  carving  for  them,  both  for  his  own  humility,  and 


1 686]     Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells.         333 

Happily  this  ancient  hall  in  the  Palace  of  Wells  re- 
mains as  it  was ;  and  there  hangs  a  portrait  *  of  the 
good  Bifhop,  with  the  benignant  fmile  f  that  beamed 
from  his  countenance,  when  he  fat  in  "  cheerful 
difcourfe"  with  his  aged  guefts.  Thus  literally  did 
he  fulfil  his  Matter's  injunction  :  "  when  thou  makeft 
a  dinner,  or  a  fupper,  call  not  thy  friends,  nor  thy 


their  comfort,  who  are  much  cheered  with  fuch  friendlinefs."  "  Having 
then  invited  fome  of  his  parifh,  he  taketh  his  times  to  do  the  like  to  the 
reft ;  fo  that,  in  the  compafs  of  the  year,  he  hath  them  all  with  him." 
The  fame  is  recorded  of  Bifhop  Rainbow  :  "  to  thofe  who  were  indigent 
he  often  gave  money  to  oblige  them  to  attend  to  his  inftructions,"  efpe- 
cially  his  catechizings :  "  he  ufually  gave  zos.  to  the  poor  at  Carlifle, 
when  it  was  his  turn  to  preach  there,  that  his  liberality  might  tempt 
them  to  liften  to  his  doctrine."  Life  of  Bifhop  Rainbow,  1688,  pp.  50, 
68,  106.  So  alfo  that  excellent  Divine,  John  Kettlewell,  "  moft  Lord's 
days  had  the  Clerk,  and  two  or  three  poor  widows  to  dine  at  his  houfe  ; 
and  at  Chriftmas,  if  he  invited  no  body  elfe,  to  be  fure  he  entertained 
the  poorer  fort  of  his  neighbours."  Life  of  Kettlewell,  8vo,  p.  1x5. 
The  poet  Wordfworth  relates  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Walker  (born  1709, 
died  1802),  juftly  called  the  "Wonderful,"  that  in  his  patriarchal 
dwelling  "  every  Sunday  were  ferved  upon  the  long  table  mefles  of 
broth,  for  the  refrefhment  of  thofe  who  came  from  a  diftance,  and 
ufually  took  their  feats  as  part  of  his  own  houfehold."  The  Old  Church 
Clock,  by  Richard  Parkinfon,  D.D.,  ^.th  edit.,  p.  31. 

*  There  are  at  leaft  eight  Portraits  of  him  extant,  all  apparently  of 
the  time  ;  'viz.,  in  the  Palace  at  Wells, — at  Longleat, — in  the  Refectory 
at  Winchefter, — the  Warden's  Lodge  at  Winchefter, — the  Hall  at  New 
College,  Oxford,  —  the  Warden's  Lodge  at  New  College,  —  at  Oriel 
College,  Oxford, — and  one  in  my  own  poffelTion,  of  which  there  are 
feveral  engravings.  In  this  laft  he  appears  in  very  good  company, 
Archbimop  Sancroft  being  in  the  middle,  with  himfelf,  and  the  other 
five  Bifhops  who  were  fent  to  the  Tower,  fet  round  in  oval  medallions. 
Vertxie  made  three  engravings  of  him :  by  far  the  beft  of  thefe  is  the 
frontifpiece  to  his  Poems  ; — another  is  the  frontifpiece  to  Hawkins's  Life  ; 
and  a  fmaller  one,  much  inferior  to  the  others,  is  prefixed  to  an  edition 
of  his  "  Manual  of  Prayer  for  the  Scholars  of  Winchefter  College." 

•f-  Granger,  fpeaking  of  the  refpect  in  which  Ken  was  held  in  the 
court  of  Charles  II.  for  his  unaffected  piety,  fays  "  the  opennefs  of  his 
countenance  correfponded  with  the  fimplicity  of  his  character." 
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brethren,  neither  thy  kinfmen,  nor  thy  rich  neigh- 
bours, left  they  alfo  bid  thee  again,  and  a  recompenfe 
be  made  thee.  But  when  thou  makeft  a  feaft  call  the 
poor,  the  maimed,  the  lame,  the  blind :  and  thou 
malt  be  blefied ;  for  they  cannot  recompenfe  thee : 
for  thou  malt  be  recompenfed  at  the  refurrection  of 
thejuft."* 

About  this  time  he  was  called  upon  for  another 
Edition  of  his  "  Practice  of  Divine  Love."  As  in  the 
cafe  of  his  Manual  of  Prayers  he  had  been  mifrepre- 
fented  in  "  a  Popifh  pamphlet"  to  hold  the  Roman 
doctrine  of  Invocation  of  Saints, — fo  now  they 
claimed  him  as  a  believer  in  the  dogma  of  Tranfub- 
ftantiation.  He  thus  refutes  the  charge  in  a  preface 
to  the  Second  Edition  : 

"  The  author  thinks  himfelf  obliged  to  declare  that  he 
does  now,  and  always  did,  humbly  fubmit  this  Expofition  to 
the  judgment  of  the  Church  of  England,  conformably  to  whofe 


*  Fox,  in  his  Book  of  Martyrs,  gives  a  charming  account  of  a  like 
trait  in  the  charafter  and  conduft  of  Bimop  Hooper  : — "  Twice  I  was, 
as  I  remember,  in  his  houfe  in  Worcefter ;  where  in  his  common  hall  I 
faw  a  table  fpread  with  good  ftore  of  meat,  and  befet  full  of  beggars 
and  poor  folk  :  and  I  afking  his  fervants  what  this  meant,  they  told  me 
that  every  day  their  Lord  and  matter's  manner  was  to  have  cuftomably 
to  dinner  a  certain  number  of  poor  folk  of  the  faid  city  by  courfe,  who 
were  ferved  by  four  at  a  mefs,  with  whole  and  wholefome  meats :  and 
when  they  were  ferved  (being  afore  examined  by  him,  or  his  deputies,  of 
the  Lord's  Prayer,  the  articles  of  their  Faith,  and  Ten  Commandments) 
then  he  himfelf  fat  down  to  dinner  and  not  before."  Edition  1838, 
royal  8vo,  p.  373.  See  alfo  Burnet's  Life  of  Bifhop  Bedell,  who  "at 
Chriftmas  time  had  the  poor  always  eating  with  him  at  his  own  table, 
and  he  brought  himfelf  to  endure  both  the  fight  of  their  rags,  and  their 
rudenefs."  And  John  Dodd,  a  Divine  whole  Puritanifm  cannot  make 
us  forget  his  holinefs,  ufed  to  bring  "  many  with  him  to  dinner  (on 
Sundays)  befides  his  four  or  fix  conftant  widows."  Clarke's  Lives  of 
Sundry  Modern  Englifti  Divines,  1651,  p.  415". 
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Articles  he  defires  all  good  Chrijlians  to  interpret  it :  and  to 
prevent  all  mifunderftandings  for  the  future,  he  has  in  his 
revifmg  it  made  fome  few  little  alterations,  not  at  all  varying 
his  meaning,  but  his  expreflions,  to  render  the  whole  as 
unexceptionable  as  becomes  a  book,  not  defigned  for  difpute, 
but  for  devotion." 


It  will  be  feen  by  the  altered  pafTage  in  this 
Edition  (published  in  1686)  that  whilft  he  repudiates 
the  Roman  error  of  Tranfubftantiation,  he  conveys 
his  deliberate  and  confirmed  adherence  to  the  Anglican 
(becaufe  Catholic)  doctrine  of  the  "  Real  Prefence"  in 
the  Holy  Eucharift. 


1685. 

O  God  Incarnate,  how  Thou 
canft  "  give  us  Thy  Flefh  to  eat, 
and  Thy  blood  to  drink ; "  how 
Thy  Flefh  is  meat  indeed,  and 
Thy  Blood  is  drink  indeed ;  how 
he  that  eateth  Thy  Flefh  and 
drinketh  Thy  Blood  dwelleth  in 
Thee,  and  Thou  in  him  ;  how  he 
mail  live  by  Thee,  and  be  raifed 
up  by  Thee  to  life  eternal ;  how 
Thou,  who  art  in  Heaven,  art 
prefent  on  the  Altar,  I  can  by  no 
means  explain  j  but  I  firmly  be- 
lieve it  all,  becaufe  Thou  haft  faid 
it,  and  I  firmly  rely  on  Thy  Love, 
and  on  Thy  Omnipotence,  to 
make  good  Thy  word,  though 
the  means  of  doing  it  I  cannot 
comprehend. 


1686. 

O  God  Incarnate,  how  the  bread 
and  the  wine,  unchanged  in  their 
fubftance,  become  Thy  Body  and 
Thy  Blood  ;  after  what  extraor- 
dinary manner  Thou,  who  art  in 
Heaven,  art  prefent  throughout 
the  whole  facramental  a6Hon  to 
every  devout  receiver,  how  Thou 
canft  give  us  Thy  Flefh  to  eat, 
and  Thy  Blood  to  drink ;  how 
Thy  Flefh  is  meat  indeed,  and 
Thy  Blood  is  drink  indeed ;  how 
he  that  eateth  Thy  Flefh,  and 
drinketh  Thy  Blood,  dwelleth  in 
Thee,  and  Thou  in  him ;  how  he 
fhall  live  by  Thee,  and  be  raifed 
up  by  Thee  to  life  eternal,  I  can 
by  no  means  comprehend ;  but  I 
firmly  believe  all  Thou  haft  faid, 
and  I  firmly  rely  on  Thy  Omni- 
potent Love  to  make  good  Thy 
word  ;  for  which  all  love,  all  glory 
be  to  Thee. 


Not  only  this  ff  Expofition  of  the  Creed,"  but  all 
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his  writings,  and  every  act  of  his  life,  give  expreflion 
to  his  hearty  concurrence  in  the  purity  and  foundnefs 
of  the  Faith,  taught  in  the  Church  of  England.  In 
that  part  of  the  "  Expolition"  which  expounds  the 
Creed,  he  fays, 

"  Glory  be  to  Thee,  O  God,  Who  haft  made  me  a 
member  of  the  particular  Church  of  England,  whofe  faith 
and  government,  and  worfhip,  are  holy  and  Catholic,  and 
Apoftolic,  and  free  from  the  extremes  of  irreverence  and 
fuperftition ;  which  I  firmly  believe  to  be  a  found  part  of  the 
Church  univerfal,  which  teaches  me  charity  to  thofe  who 
diflent  from  me  ;  and  therefore  all  love  and  glory  be  to  Thee. 
O  my  God,  give  me  grace  to  continue  ftedfaft  in  her  bofom, 
to  improve  all  thofe  helps  to  true  piety,  all  thofe  means  of 
grace,  all  thofe  incentives  to  Thy  Love,  Thou  haft  indulged 
me  in  her  Communion,  that  I  may  with  primitive  affections 
and  fervour  praife  and  love  Thee. 

Here  it  may  be  afked,  how  did  he  explain  the 
nature  of  the  "  Real  Prefence"  (as  he  exprefTes  it  in 
the  margin,)  in  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  ? 
His  own  words  will  give  a  clear  and  emphatic  anfwer 
to  this  queftion. 

"  Parts  outward. 

"  Glory  be  to  Thee,  O  adorable  Jefus,  who  under  the 
outward  and  vifible  part,  the  Bread  and  Wine,  things  obvious 
and  eafily  prepared,  both  which  Thou  haft  commanded  to  be 
received,  doft  communicate  to  our  fouls  the  myftery  of  divine " 
Love,  the  inward  and  invifible  grace,  Thy  own  moft  bleffed 
Body  and  Blood,  which  are  verily  and  indeed  taken  and  received 
by  the  faithful  in  Thy  Supper,  for  which  all  love,  all  glory  be 
to  Thee."* 

*  An  Expofition  of  the   Church  Catechifm,  or  Praftice  of  Divine 
Love.     Edit.  1686,  p.  14.2. 
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"  Invifible. 

"  O  God  Incarnate,"  &c.  (then  follows  the  revifed  paflage, 
given  in  the  laft  page  but  one). 

"  Real  Prefence. 

"  I  believe,  O  crucified  Lord,  that  the  Bread,  which  we 
break  in  the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Myfteries,  is  the  Commu- 
nication of  Thy  Body,  and  the  Cup  of  blejjing  which  we  blefs  is 
the  Communication  of  Thy  Blood,  and  that  Thou  doft  as  effec- 
tually and  really  convey  Thy  Body  and  Blood  to  our  fouls, 
by  the  Bread  and  Wine,  as  Thou  didft  Thy  Holy  Spirit,  by 
Thy  breath,  to  Thy  difciples ;  for  which  all  love,  all  glory  be 
to  Thee." 

"  Lord,  what  need  I  labour  in  vain  to  fearch  out  the 
manner  of  Thy  myfterious  Prefence  in  the  Sacrament,  when 
my  love  allures  me  Thou  art  there  ?  All  the  faithful  who 
approach  Thee  with  prepared  hearts,  they  well  know  Thou 
art  there,  they  feel  the  virtue  of  divine  Love  going  out  of 
Thee,  to  heal  their  infirmities,  and  to  inflame  their  affections  ; 
for  which  all  love,  all  glory  be  to  Thee." 

"  O  holy  Jefu,  when  at  Thy  Altar  I  fee  the  Bread  broken, 
and  the  Wine  poured  out,  O  teach  me  to  difcern  Thy  Body 
there,  O  let  thofe  facred  and  fignificant  actions  create  in  me 
a  moft  lively  remembrance  of  Thy  fufferings  ;  how  Thy  moft 
blefled  Body  was  fcourged,  and  wounded,  and  bruifed,  and 
tormented ;  how  Thy  moft  precious  Blood  was  fhed  for  my 
fins  ;  and  fet  all  my  powers  on  work  to  love  Thee,  and  to 
celebrate  Thy  love  in  thus  dying  for  me.* 

"  Both  kinds. 

"  Glory  be  to  Thee,  O  Jefu,  Who  didft  inftitute  the  Holy 
Eucharift  in  both  kinds,  and  haft  commanded  both  to  be 
received,  both  the  Bread  and  the  Wine,  both  Thy  Body 

*  An  Expofition  of  the  Church  Catechiiin,  or  Pra6lice  of  Divine 
Love.  Edit.  1686,  p.  144. 
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broken,  and  Thy  Blood  fhed  :  Thy  Love,  O  Lord,  has 
given  me  both,  and  both  are  equally  fignificative  and  produc- 
tive of  Thy  Love :  I  do  as  much  thirft  after  the  one,  as  I 
hunger  after  the  other,  I  equally  want  both,  and  it  would  be 
grievous  to  my  love  to  be  deprived  of  either,  dh,  Lord,  who 
is  there  that  truly  loves  Thee,  when  Thou  give/}  him  two  di/tincJ 
pledges  of  Thy  Love,  can  be  content  with  one  only?  ^uhat  lover 
can  endure  to  have  one  half  of  Thy  Love  with-held  from  him? 
And  therefore  all  love,  all  glory  be  to  Thee  for  giving 
both. * 

"  Benefits. 

11  O  my  Lord,  and  my  God,  do  Thou  fo  difpofe  my  heart 
to  be  Thy  gueft  at  Thy  Holy  Table,  that  I  may  feel  all  the 
fweet  influences  of  Love  crucified,  thej?rengtbening  and  re- 
frejhing  of  my  foul,  as  our  bodies  are  by  the  Bread  and  Wine, 
for  which  I  will  ever  adore  and  love  Thee.  O  merciful 
Jefu,  let  that  immortal  food,  which  in  the  Holy  Eucharift 
Thou  vouchfafeft  me,  inftil  into  my  weak  and  languifhing 
foul  new  fupplies  of  grace,  new  life,  new  love,  new  vigour, 
and  new  refolution,  that  I  may  never  more  faint,  or  droop,  or 
tire  in  my  duty. 

"  O  crucified  Love,  raife  in  me  frefh  ardours  of  love,  and 
confolation,  that  it  may  be  henceforth  the  greatefr.  torment  I 
can  endure,  ever  to  offend  Thee,  that  it  may  be  my  greateft 
delight  to  pleafe  Thee.  O  amiable  Jefu,  when  I  devoutly 
receive  the  outward  Elements,  as  fure  as  I  receive  them,  I 
receive  Thee,  I  receive  the  pledges  of  Thy  love,  to  quicken 
mine  :  O  indulge  me,  though  but  for  a  moment,  one  beatific 
foretafte  of  the  delicioufhefs  of  Thy  love,  that  in  the  ftrength 
of  that  delicioufhefs  I  may  perfeveringly  love  Thee."f 

As  at  an  earlier  date,  in  his  Manual  of  Prayer  for 
the  Scholars  of  Winchester  College,  he  had  empha- 

*  An  Expofition  of  the  Church  Catechifm,  or  Praftice  of  Divine 
Love.  Edit.  1686,  p.  14.5.  -J-  Ibid.  p.  146. 


1 686]     Bijhop  of  Bath  and  Wells.         339 

tically  explained  this  doctrine  of  the  Real  Prefence ; 
fo  now,  without  any  fhadow  of  modification,  he 
repeats  the  avowal,  thus  teftifying  his  matured  con- 
formity to  that  Catholic  Truth — founded  on  the  clear 
letter  of  Holy  Scripture, — taught  by  the  moft  ancient 
Liturgies,  which  we  may  believe  to  have  accorded,  in 
the  main  points,  with  the  fervices  of  the  Apoftolic 
age, — unanimoufly  held  by  the  Primitive  Fathers, — 
and  exprefTed  in  the  ritual  of  our  own  orthodox 
Church,  in  which  he  lived  and  died.  It  cannot  be  too 
often  imprefTed  on  all  enquirers  after  Truth,  that  in 
his  laft  will  Ken  thus  expreffed  himfelf;  "  As  for  my 
Religion,  I  die  in  the  Holy  Catholic  and  Apoftotic  Faith, 
profejfcd  by  the  whole  Church  before  the  difunion  of 
Eaft  and  Weft :  more  -particularly  I  die  in  the  Com- 
munion of  the  Church  of  England,  as  it  ftands  diftin- 
guijhed  from  all  Papal  and  Puritan  innovations,  and  as 
it  adheres  to  the  Doffrine  of  the  Crofs."* 

*  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  27. 
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CHAPTER    XIII. 

Meafures  of  James  II.  for  ejlablijhing  Romanlfm — Ken's 
Pajtoral  Letter  to  his  Clergy — His  Sermon  at  Whitehall^ 
upholding  the  Church  of  England — His  boldnefs^  and  eloquence 
as  a  Preacher — The  King's  Declaration  of  Indulgence. 

UBLIC  jealoufy  and  difcontent  began 
now  to  forebode  a  coming  ftorm,  which 
called  the  Bifhop  from  the  Palace  at 
Wells  to  a  more  ftirring  fphere  of  action. 
Notwithftanding  the  King's  open  pro- 
feflion  of  Romanifm,  the  people  had  been  at  firft 
difpofed  to  truft  the  promife  of  his  coronation  oath, 
that  he  would  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  Church 
of  England.  Nothing  could  be  more  explicit  than 
that  oath.  The  ceremony  is  thus  defcribed  by 
Sandford  ; 

"  Then  the  Petition  or  requeft  of  the  Bifhops  to  the  King 
was  read  by  the  Bifhop  of  Gloucefter  in  a  clear  voice,  in  the 
name  of  the  reft  ftanding  by, 

"  c  Our  Lord  and  King ;  we  requeft  you  to  pardon  us  and 
to  grant  and  preferve  unto  us,  and  the  churches  committed  to 
our  charge,  all  canonical  privileges,  and  due  law  and  juftice, 
and  that  you  will  protect  and  defend  us,  as  every  good  King 
in  his  kingdom  ought  to  be  Protector,  and  Defender  of  the 
Bifhops,  and  churches  under  their  Government.' 

"  The  King  anfwered,  c  With  a  willing  and  devout  heart 
I  promife  to  grant  you  my  pardon,  and  that  I  will  preferve 
and  maintain  to  you,  and  the  churches  committed  to  your 


1 6 86]      Bi/hop  of  Bath  and  Wells.         341 

charge,  all  canonical  privileges,  and  due  law  and  juftice  ;  and 
that  I  will  be  your  Protector  and  Defender,  to  my  power,  by 
the  affiftance  of  God,  as  every  good  King  in  his  kingdom 
ought  in  right  to  protect  and  defend  the  Bifliops,  and  churches 
under  their  government.' 

"  Then  the  King  rofe  from  his  chair,  and  being  attended 
by  the  Lord  Great  Chamberlain,  and  fupported  by  the  two 
Bifhops  (Ken  and  Crewe),  and  the  fword  of  ftate  carried  before 
him,  he  went  to  the  altar,  and  laying  his  hand  upon  the 
Evangelifts,  took  the  Oath  following ;  l  The  things  which  I 
have  here  before  promifed,  I  will  perform  and  keep.  So 
help  me  God,  and  the  contents  of  this  Book.'  And  then  he 
kifled  the  Book."* 

His  zeal,  however,  for  the  Romim  Church  foon 
prompted  him  to  violate  this  pledge,  and  engaged  him 
in  an  enterprize  that  could  only  fucceed  by  the  prof- 
tration  of  the  laws  and  liberties  which  he  had  fworn 
to  maintain.  The  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  the  pre- 
vious reign,  had  pafled  refolutions  to  exclude  him 
from  the  fucceflion  on  the  ground  of  his  avowed 
religion.  This  might  have  indicated  to  him  the  firm 
refolve  of  the  people  to  maintain  the  Anglican  faith. 
But  he  would  rifk  all,  rather  than  compromife  his 
tenets  by  any  difguife.  No  fooner  was  he  feated  on 
the  throne  than  he  bent  his  whole  mind  to  the 
eftablimment  of  what  he  confidered  to  be  the  only 
true  Church ;  doubtlefs  from  a  vivid  fenfe  of  refpon- 
fibilities,  that  lay  beyond  the  "judgment  of  man's 
day."  So  far  he  challenges  our  refpect.  At  no 
period,  before  or  after  his  dethronement,  did  he 
fwerve  from  this  fixed  principle.  He  ftaked  his 

*  King  James's  Coronation  :  by  Francis' Sandford,  folio,  1687. 
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crown  in  the  caufe  of  his  religion ;  and  fanatic  though 
he  might  be,  and  tyrant  as  he  was,  his  felf-facrifice 
was  an  act  of  perfonal  devotion.  In  one  of  his  letters, 
when  Duke  of  York,  he  writes,  "  Pray,  once  for  all, 
never  fay  any  thing  to  me  again  of  turning  Pro- 
teftant:  do  not  expect  it,  or  flatter  yourfelf  that  I 
mall  ever  be  it.  I  never  mall ;  and  if  occafion  were, 
I  hope  God  would  give  me  His  grace  to  fuffer  death 
for  the  true  Catholic  religion,  as  well  as  banimment. 
What  I  have  done  was  not  haftily,  but  upon  mature 
confederation,  and  forefeeing  all,  and  more  than  has 
yet  happened  to  me."* 

James  was  not  wanting  in  qualities,  which  in  all 
ages  have  fitted  men  to  bend  others  to  their  own  will. 
He  was  of  undoubted  courage  in  the  field,  untiring  in 
attention  to  bufinefs,  frugal  of  his  revenue,  zealous 
even  to  hardihood  in  the  purfuit  of  his  ends,  recklefs 
of  the  means  for  their  attainment,  decifive,  and  tena- 
cioufly  firm  of  purpofe.  But  with  thefe  he  had  the 
correfponding  faults;  being  felf-confident,  regardlefs  of 
counfel,  and  therefore  precipitate,  and  forgetful  of  the 
leflbns  of  experience.  He  knew  not  the  art  to  govern 
men  by  their  fympathies,  their  prejudices,  and  their 
interefts  :  and  he  was  fingularly  unobfervant  of  the 
real  character  of  thofe  about  him,  confiding  where  he 
mould  have  fufpected, — miftruftful  where  he  might 
have  repofed  the  fulleft  confidence. 

Either  of  his  fondly  cherimed  defigns  would  have 
demanded  all  the  patience  and  {kill  of  a  confummate 
tactician  ; — the  one  being  to  make  himfelf  an  abfolute 

*  Lord  Dartmouth's  MSS.  notes  on  Burnet,  vol.  i.  p.  358. 


1 6 86]      Bijhop  of  Bath  and  Wells.         343 

King  over  a  brave  people,  whofe  free  mftitutions  were 
endeared  to  them  by  chequered  but  fuccefsful  ftruggles ; 
— the  other,  to  re-eftablifh,  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Pope,  a  worfhip  that  had  been  rendered  odious  to 
them  by  cruel  perfecutions.  The  influence  he  had 
exercifed  in  the  foreign  policy  of  his  brother's  reign 
tended  to  increafe  the  public  prejudice  againft  him. 
Even  his  own  naval  battles  were  coldly  thought  of: 
it  is  true,  they  fuftained  the  Englim  character  for  un- 
daunted bravery,  but  were  directed  rather  to  weaken 
their  Proteftant  allies,  the  Dutch,  than  to  humble  the 
pride  of  Louis. 

The  nation,  divided  between  attachment  to  the  pure 
and  primitive  Church  of  England,  and  the  ftubborn 
fpirit  of  Puritanifm,  concurred  in  a  hearty  repugnance 
to  Romim  doctrines  and  government.  All  were 
roufed  to  a  deeper  averfion  by  the  King's  hafty  intro- 
duction of  foreign  priefts  and  Jefuits,  and  of  pompous 
ceremonials,  which  both  parties  confidered  to  be  an 
unreal  mockery  of  worfhip.  This  was  aggravated 
by  a  folemn  but  futile  embafTy  to  the  Pope,  for  the 
avowed  purpofe  of  reconciling  the  three  kingdoms  to 
the  Roman  fee.  The  King  purfued  his  objects  with 
infatuated  zeal.  He  not  only  difpenfed  with  the 
afliftance  of  Parliament,  and  raifed  a  large  {landing 
army,  but  yielded  himfelf  to  the  guidance  of  a  prieftly 
junto,  and  the  interefted  counfels  of  Louis,  contrary 
to  the  advice  of  the  Pope  himfelf,  who  forefaw  the 
fatal  refults  of  fo  unequal  a  conteft. 

The  activity,  and  incefTant  arts  of  the  Jefuits,  to 
difleminate  their  publications  among  the  people,  are 
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well  fhown  in  a  paper,  endorfed  by  Bancroft,  in  his 
own  hand  writing, 

"  Audacious  attempts  of  Popijb  Seducers  in  London  in 
K.  fames' s  Reign." 

"  Books  and  pamphlets  prejudicial  to  the  Church  are  fold 
in  every  ftall,  cried  by  Hawkers  about  the  ftreets,  or  com- 
monly as  Gazets,  thrown  or  brought  into  houfes,  or  fent  by 
Penny-Poft  bundles  :  fuch  as  c  The  Touchftone  of  the  Re- 
formed Gofpel;'  cThe  Tranflation  of  the  MafTe ;'  'The 
Papift  Mifreprefented,'  &c." 

11  Papifts  bring  papers  into  Coffee  houfes,  and  plead  the 
Caufe  out  of  them,  as  out  of  fo  many  Briefs. 

"  Papifts,  both  of  the  Layetie  and  of  the  Clergy,  offer 
arguments  to  the  Paffengers  in  Hackney  Coaches  to  Windfor 
and  other  places."* 

James  proceeded  at  firft  with  comparative  caution  in 
England,  where  his  movements  were  jealoufly  watched 
by  a  more  powerful  ariftocracy,  and  a  more  enlightened 
people.  But  in  Scotland  he  at  once  refolved  to  fet 
himfelf  above  the  laws,  affuming  by  his  "  fovereign 
authority,  prerogative  royal,  and  abfolute  power,  to 
fufpend,  flop,  and  difable  all  laws,  ftatutes,  or  acts  of 
Parliament,"  f  againft  the  Romanifts,  claiming  for 
them  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  which  by  the 
ftatutes  was  prohibited.  In  Ireland  his  meafures  had 
been  already  taken  with  yet  greater  boldnefs  :  the 


*  Tanner  MSS.,  vol.  xxvii.  fol.  i.  The  paper  contains  alfo  many 
other  curious  particulars  of  the  Jefuits  coming,  in  difguife,  to  fick  per- 
fons  under  the  pretext  of  adminiftering  phyfic  ;  &c.  &c. 

•f-  "  and  March,  1687.  Came  out  a  Proclamation  for  univerfal  liberty 
of  confcience  in  Scotland,  and  difpenfation  from  all  tefts  and  laws  to  the 
contraiy,  as  alfo  capacitating  Papifts  to  be  chofen  into  all  offices  of  truft. 
The  myftery  operates."  Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.  ii.  p.  262. 
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Titular  Bimops  had  been  authorized  to  hold  a  general 
Convention  of  the  Romifh  Clergy  on  the  I5th  of 
May,  1686.  The  priefts  had  inftructions  from  their 
refpective  Bifhops  to  give  an  exact  lift  of  all  the  men 
in  their  parimes,  capable  of  bearing  arms ;  Lord 
Clarendon,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  was  ordered  to 
difpenfe  with  the  Judges  taking  the  Oath  of  fupre- 
macy  ;  nineteen  Romanifts  were  fworn  in  as  Privy 
Counfellors  ; — the  corporations  were  filled  with  them  ; 
— all  the  Proteftant  officers  and  foldiers  were  difmifTed 
from  the  feveral  regiments,  and  Roman  Catholic 
chaplains  appointed ;  "  fo  that  I  doubt  not  (fays 
Lord  Clarendon  on  the  6th  July,  1686),  within  a 
month,  or  little  more,  the  whole  army  will  be  com- 
pofed,  as  his  Majefty  would  have  it."  Thus  "  300 
officers  loft  their  commiffions,  and  above  5000  foldiers 
were  fent  pilgrimizing,  having  nothing  to  truft  to  but 
the  charity  of  others,  which  in  thofe  times  was  very 
cold,  anfwerable  to  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the 
climate  of  the  country."*  "  Sir  Alexander  Fitton,  a 
perfon  detected  of  forgery  both  at  Weftminfter  and 
Chefter,  and  fined  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  was  brought 
out  of  jail,  and  fet  over  the  higheft  court,  as  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland,  to  keep  the  King's  confcience, 
having  no  other  quality  to  recommend  him  befides  his 
being  a  converted  Papift,  and  a  renegade  to  his  re- 
ligion and  country."  \  To  complete  all,  Colonel 
Talbot,  a  Papift,  a  mere  foldier  of  fortune,  infolent 
and  unprincipled,  was  created  Earl  Tyrconnel,  and 


*  Life  of  James  II.,  8vo,  1702,  p.  145. 
f  Clarendon's  Diary,  vol.  ii.  p. 151. 
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fent  over  to  fuperfede  Clarendon  as  Lord  Lieutenant, 
and  to  root  out  every  faith  but  the  Romifh. 

Emboldened  by  this  fuccefs,  James  made  further 
advances  towards  the  eftablimment  of  Popery  in 
England.  Five  Roman  Catholic  Lords  were  admitted 
to  the  Privy  Council.  The  Judges  were  called  upon 
to  declare  from  the  bench  that  the  Crown  was  abfolute, 
— that  the  penal  laws  were  powers  committed  to  the 
King  for  the  execution  of  juftice,  but  not  to  bind  his 
authority,  or  prevent  his  difpenfing  with  them.  This 
was  preparatory  to  the  fame  ftep  he  had  taken  in 
Scotland.  His  great  object  was  the  repeal  of  the 
Teft  and  penal  acts  againft  the  Romanifts,  that  they 
might  be  relieved  from  the  declaration  againft  the 
Pope's  fupremacy,  on  taking  any  civil  or  military 
office.  He  fent  for  the  principal  members  of  both 
houfes,  and  received  them  privately  in  his  clofet,  en- 
deavouring to  perfuade  them  to  acquiefce  in  his 
meafures.*  The  chief  officers  of  ftate  who  refufed 
compliance  were  removed  :  f  indeed  all  perfons  of 
every  clafs,  holding  fituations  under  government, 
who  had  courage  to  avow  their  attachment  to  the 
Anglican  Church,  and  refufed  to  comply  with  his 
arbitrary  meafures,  were  difmifled  from  their  employ- 
ments. £  Popim  fheriffs  and  juftices  of  the  peace, 

.  *  "  Moft  of  the  Parliament  men  were  fpoken  to  in  his  Mj'y'9  clofet, 
and  fuch  as  refufed,  if  in  any  place  or  office  of  truft,  civil  or  military, 
were  put  out  of  their  employments.  This  was  a  time  of  great  trial,  but 
hardly  one  of  them  diffented,  which  put  the  Popim  intereft  much  back- 
ward." Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.  i.  p.  636. 

f  "  Much  difcourfe,"  Evelyn  fays,  "  that  all  the  White  Staff  officers, 
and  others  mould  be  difmifled  for  adhering  to  their  religion."  Evelyn's 
Diary,  vol.  ii.  p.  a6i. 

J  "  So   furionfly  do  the  Jefuits  drive,  and   even  compel  Princes  to 
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taken  from  the  loweft  of  the  people,  were  appointed 
in  the  counties,  as  fit  instruments  for  his  purpofe. 
Roman  bifhops  were  publickly  confecrated  in  the 
King's  chapel,  and  under  the  title  of  "  Vicars  Apof- 
tolical,"  iflued  to  the  laymen  of  that  communion 
paftoral  letters,  which  were  printed  at  the  royal  prefs. 
Some  time  before  this,  the  King  had  received  at  Court 
Count  Ferdinand  D'Adda,  "  the  firft  Popifh  Nuncio 
that  had  been  in  England  fince  the  Reformation ;  fo 
wonderfully  were  things  changed  to  the  univerfal 
jealoufy."* 

But  the  meafure  which,  above  all  others,  brought 
the  nation  to  a  full  fenfe  of  his  defigns  againft  the 
Englifh  Church,  was  the  appointment  of  an  Eccle- 
fiaftical  Court  of  High  Commiflion,  with  unlimited 
powers  to  reform  all  abufes,  contempts,  and  offences 
of  whatever  nature,  to  cite  before  them  ecclefiaftical 
perfons  of  every  degree  or  dignity,  and  to  cenfure, 
fufpend,  or  deprive  them  without  appeal ;  and  further 
to  alter  the  ftatutes  of  the  Univerfities,  and  all  other 
corporations,  civil  and  religious.  There  were  feven 
Commiffioners,  of  whom  three  were  Prelates ;  Lord 
Chancellor  Jeffreys,  f c  of  nature  cruel,  and  a  flave  of 
the  Court,"  was  appointed  always  to  prefide.  Thus 
at  once  was  eftablimed  an  authority,  more  extenfive 
and  arbitrary  than  the  hated  Star  Chamber,  and 
wielded  by  the  blood-ftained  hand  of  one  of  the  moft 
infamous  of  men. 

This  Court  prohibited  the  clergy  from  controverting 

violent  courfes,  and  definition  of  an  excellent  government  in  Church 
and  State."     Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.  ii.  p.  261. 
*  Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.  ii.  p.  247. 
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the  doctrines  of  Rome  in  their  fermons  ;  the  King 
confidering  fuch  a  topic  to  be  a  reflection  on  his  perfon 
and  government.  He  had  already  iflued  an  order  to 
the  Archbifhops  to  interdict  preaching  on  difputed 
points.  But  the  clergy  could  not  be  reftrained  from 
their  duty.  Ken,  and  the  other  Bifhops,  who  fhortly 
afterwards  took  fo  courageous  a  part  in  defence  of  the 
Church,  would  probably  have  been  called  before  this 
Commiflion,  as  Compton,  Bifhop  of  London,  was, 
and  for  the  fame  offence, — (of  permitting  their  clergy 
to  preach  againft  the  errors  of  Popery),  had  not  the 
exceflive  indifcretion  of  James,  urged  on  by  the 
Jefuits,  brought  him  fo  quickly  to  his  ruin.  Numerous 
letters  are  to  be  found  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  ex- 
preflive  of  their  refolution  to  meet  this  crifis  as  well  as 
they  could,  but  with  conftancy ;  and  they  would  have 
followed  Compton's  example,  notwithftanding  his  fuf- 
penfion,  and  the  threat  of  deprivation.  Sancroft  was 
excluded  from  Whitehall,  for  refufing  to  act  as  a 
Commirlioner.  He  had  prepared  the  form  of  a  pro- 
teft  againft  the  jurifdiction  of  the  Court,  in  cafe  he 
mould  receive  a  fummons :  *  this  he  intended  to 
deliver  by  his  Counfel,  who  was  to  plead  his  right  of 
exemption,  as  Archbimop  and  Peer.  Turner  of 
Ely  rather  recommended  that  they  mould  anfwer 
perfonally,  and  make  their  proteft  in  open  Court. 
The  difference  of  character  in  thefe  two  champions  of 
the  Church  was  exemplified  on  this,  and  many  other 
occafions  :  both  were  of  a  refolved  courage  and  con- 
ftancy ;  but  Sancroft  cautious  to  a  fault,  Turner  warm 

*   D'Oyly's  Life  of  Sancroft,  vol.  i.  p.  232. 
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and  impetuous.  The  following  letter  from  Turner 
probably  exprefled  the  opinion  alfo  of  his  friend 
Ken, 

"  Ely,  June  6.  87. 
"  May  it  pleafe  your  Grace, 

*  *  # 

u  Now  my  hand  is  in,  and  freely  running  on,  I'll  lay  before 
your  Grace  one  confideration  that  may  bee  of  ufe  ;  My  Lord, 
you  have  imparted  it  to  me  as  your  refolution,  if  ever  you  were 
fummoned  before  the  High  Commiflion,  you  would  not  appeare 
but  by  your  Prodlor  at  firft,  who  mould  carry  them  your  pro- 
teftation,  already  drawne,  with  a  falvo  to  your  rights  as  Arch- 
bifhop  and  Peere.  Of  this  I  never  gave  the  leaft  intimation 
to  any  body,  yet  I  confefs,  I  have*  fome  mifgiving  thoughts 
againft  thefe  meafures.  Such  a  proteftation  I  really  thinke 
is  necefTary,  but  whether  made  by  your  Pro&or,  or  in  Perfon, 
That's  the  queftion.  Juft  before  I  left  the  Towne,  I  had 
the  honor  of  a  long  vifit  from  my  Lord  Nottingham,  and  pro- 
pofed  this  as  my  owne  fcruples,  whether  in  cafe  of  fummons 
I  mould  appeare  by  my  counfell,  or  by  my  felfe  immediately  ? 
His  Lordfhip  anfwer'd,  and  argued  it  with  me,  That  the 
Commiffioners  being  Lords  of  the  Privy  Counfell  had  powers 
to  cite,  and  the  party  cited  might  bee  liable,  if  hee  did  not  per- 
fonally  attend  them.  This  meeting  with  my  owne  apprehen- 
fions,  I  thought  fitt  to  offer  it  againe  to  your  Grace's  fecond 

thoughts. 

*  *  * 

"  Your  Grace's  moft  affectionate  obedient 
Son,  and  moft  obliged  humble  Servant, 

FRAN.  ELY."* 

While  the  King's  public  meafures  were  urged  on 
by  an  intemperate  zeal  and  precipitancy  that  ruined 
the  caufe  he  had  at  heart,  he  was  prompted  by  the 

*  Tanner  MSS.xxix.  £01.34. 
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ram  counfels  of  Father  Petre  and  the  Jefuits  who 
thronged  the  palace,  to  exhibit  to  the  wondering 
people  the  moft  obnoxious  ceremonies  of  his  religion. 
As  the  difpenfer  of  all  offices  of  honour  and  emolu- 
ment, he  might  perhaps  have  gained  over  many  pro- 
felytes  by  a  cautious  and  watchful  policy  :  but  his 
harm  and  imperious  nature  could  brook  no  conditions, 
or  limit  to  his  will.  Determined  on  the  triumph  of 
his  creed,  extravagant  in  the  arTumption  of  his  pre- 
rogative, and  relying  on  the  devotion  of  the  army,  he 
ventured  to  rend  afunder  the  bond  of  union  between 
himfelf  and  his  fubjects.  The  moft  faithful  of  his 
Proteftant  adherents  were  ftartled  by  a  public  celebra- 
tion of  Mafs  in  the  royal  chapel.  Evelyn  thus  de- 
fcribes  the  fcene ; 

"  I  went  to  hear  the  mufic  of  the  Italians  in  the  new  chapel, 
now  firft  opened  publicldy  at  Whitehall  for  the  Popifh  fer- 
vice.  Here  we  faw  the  (Roman  Catholic)  Bifhop  in  his 
mitre  and  rich  copes,  with  fix  or  feven  Jefuits  and  others,  in 
rich  copes,  fumptuoufly  habited,  often  taking  off  and  putting 
on  the  Bifhop's  mitre,  who  fate  in  a  chaire  with  armes  pon- 
tifically,  was  ador'd  and  cens'd  by  three  Jefuits  in  their  copes  ; 
then  he  went  to  the  altar,  and  made  divers  cringes,  then 
cenfmg  the  images,  and  glorious  tabernacle  plac'd  on  the 
altar,  and  now  and  then  changing  place  :  the  crozier,  which 
was  of  filver,  was  put  into  his  hand,  with  a  world  of  myfte- 
rious  ceremony,  the  mufic  playing,  with  finging.  I  could 
not  have  believed  I  mould  ever  have  feen  fuch  things  in  the 
King  of  England's  Palace,  after  it  had  pleafed  God  to  en- 
lighten this  nation ;  but  our  great  fin  has,  for  the  prefent, 
eclips'd  the  bleffing,  which  I  hope  He  will  in  mercy  and  His 
good  time  reftore  to  its  purity."* 

*  Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.  ii.  p.  260,  zgth  Dec.,  1686. 
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Of  the  violence  of  the  Papifts,  and  the  arbitrary 
meafures  of  the  Court  in  difmifling  from  office  their 
opponents  of  all  clafTes,  fome  notion  may  be  formed 
from  this  letter  of  Lloyd,  Bifhop  of  Norwich,  to 
Bancroft ; 

"  Norw.  6.  Febr.  87. 
"  May  it  pleafe  your  Grace, 

*  *  * 

"  The  Papifts  here  have  frequent  meetings,  and  att  the  fame 
tyme  they  entertayne  themfelves  by  drinking  confufion  to  all 
that  will  not  confent  to  take  off  the  penall  laws ;  this  they  do 
publickly  and  without  any  remorfe.  They  were  the  laft 
weeke  intending  to  draw  articles  againft  me  from  fomewhat 
I  preached  here  laft  Chriftmas  day ;  they  have  had  feverall 
meetings  about  it,  as  I  am  well  informed  by  one  who  is  of 
theire  gang ;  how  farr  they  will  proceede  befids  drincking  my 
confufion,  a  little  tyme  will  difcover. 

"  They  have  theire  fpies  in  our  churches,  and  watch  all  op- 
portunitys  for  our  ruine. 

"  There  were  6  honeft  men  turned  out  att  Yarmouth,  and 
6  Independants  placed  in  theire  roome  as  Aldermen  ;  the  fame 
ftorme  is  expected  here,  but  they  fay  it  will  fall  more  heavie 
upon  this  Corporation.  God  Almighty  have  you  in  His  keep- 
ing, and  I  befeech  your  Grace's  prayers  for 

"  Your  Grace's  moft  obedient  Servant, 

" WILLIAM  NORWICH."* 

The  clergy  perceived  that  the  full  eftablimment  of 
Popery  was  the  determined  object  of  all  the  King's 
meafures.  They  had  ever  been  firm  adherents  of  the 
throne, — even  to  the  length  of  paflive  obedience  and 
non-refiftance.  But  thefe  ceafed  to  be  a  duty,  when 
the  very  exiftence  of  the  reformed  religion  was  at 

*  Tanner  MSS,  vol,  29.  fol.  133. 
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ftake  :  to  compromife  that  would  be  a  betrayal  of  the 
Faith  they  had  vowed  to  uphold.  They  were  under 
a  higher  obligation  of  obedience  than  any  human 
authority  could  challenge,  and  bound  to  undergo  all 
fufferings  rather  than  violate  their  folemn  truft.  It 
was  clear  to  them  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  reftore 
by  the  fecular  arm  a  Church,  which  had  overlaid  the 
Apoftolic  Creed  with  novel  articles  of  belief.  They 
prepared  themfelves,  therefore,  to  a  courageous  de- 
fence. 

In  the  foremoft  rank  was  the  Bilhop  of  Bath  and 
Wells.  He  had  lately,  on  the  approach  of  Lent, 
addrefTed  a  Paftoral  Letter  to  his  Clergy,  earneftly 
calling  upon  them  (he  fays,  "  I  paflionately  befeech 
you")  to  be  doubly  zealous  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties  during  that  feafon.  He  pleads  his  Epif- 
copal  authority  ("unworthy  as  I  am")  for  calling 
upon  them  to  mourn  for  their  own  fins,  and  the  fins 
of  the  nation,  glancing  at  the  public  dangers  which 
were  now  befetting  them.  He  juftifies  himfelf  by 
the  example  of  St.  Cyprian,  that  blefTed  Bifhop  and 
Martyr,  who  from  his  retirement  wrote  an  excellent 
Epiftle  to  his  Clergy.  If  his  own  Letter  may  not  be 
compared  to  St.  Cyprian's,  it  breathes  at  leaft  the 
fame  primitive,  loving,  and  pathetic  fpirit,  and  can- 
not be  here  omitted.  It  is  entitled,  "  A  PASTORAL 
LETTER,  from  the  Bi/hop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  to  his 
Clergy,  concerning  their  behaviour  during  Lent"  and 
begins  as  ufual, 

"  ALL  GLORY  BE  TO  GOD." 
"  Rev.  Brother, 
"  The  time  of  Lent  now  approaching,  which  has  been  an- 
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ciently  and  very  Xtianly  fet  apart,  for  penitential  humiliation 
of  foul  and  body,  for  failing,  and  weeping,  and  praying,  all 
which  you  know  are  very  frequently  inculcated  in  Holy  Scrip- 
ture as  the  moft  effectual  means  we  can  ufe,  to  avert  thofe 
judgments  our  fins  have  deferved  ;  I  thought  it  moft  agree- 
able to  that  character  which,  unworthy  as  I  am,  I  fuftain,  to 
call  you  and  all  my  brethren  of  the  clergy  to  mourning  ;  to 
mourning  for  your  own  fins,  and  to  mourning  for  the  fins  of 
the  nation.  In  making  fuch  an  addrefs  to  you  as  this,  I 
follow  the  example  of  St.  Cyprian,  that  blefled  Biftiop  and 
Martyr,  who  from  his  retirement  wrote  an  excellent  epiftle  * 
to  his  clergy,  moft  worthy  of  your  ferious  perufal,  exhorting 
them,  by  publick  prayers  and  tears  to  appeafe  the  anger  of 
God,  which  they  then  actually  felt,  and  which  we  may  juftly 
fear. 

"  Remember  that  to  keep  fuch  a  faft  as  God  has  chofen,  it 
is  not  enough  for  you  to  afflict  your  own  foul,  but  you  muft 
alfo,  according  to  your  ability,  c  deal  your  bread  to  the 
hungry : '  -\  and  the  rather,  becaufe  we  have  not  only  ufual 
objects  of  charity  to  relieve,  but  many  poor  P  rote/f  ant  Jf  rangers 
are  now  fled  hither  for  fanttuary,  whom,  as  brethren,  as  mem- 
bers of  Chriji,  we  Jhould  take  in  and  cherijh.  That  you  may 
perform  the  office  of  a  publick  interceflour  the  more  affidu- 
oufly,  I  beg  of  you  to  fay  daily  in  your  clofet,  or  in  your 
family,  or  rather  in  both,  all  this  time  of  abftinence,  ye  5ift 
Pfalm,  and  the  other  prayers  which  follow  it  in  the  Commi- 
nation.  I  could  wifh  alfo  that  you  would  frequently  read  and 
meditate  on  the  Lamentations  of  Jeremy,  which  holy  Gre- 
gory Nazianzen  was  wont  to  doe  %,  and  the  reading  of  which 
melted  him  into  the  like  lamentations  as  affe&ed  the  prophet 
himfelf  when  he  pen'd  them. 

"  But  your  greateft  zeal  muft  be  fpent  for  the  publick 
prayers,  in  the  conftant  and  devout  ufe  of  which,  the  publick 
fafety,  both  of  Church  and  State,  is  highly  concerned  :  be 

*  Ep.  iv.  Edit.  Oxon.  f  Ifa.  Iviii.  5.  7.  J:  Orat.  xii. 
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fure  then  to  offer  up  to  God  every  day  the  Morning  and  Even- 
ing Prayer,  offer  it  up  in  your  family  at  leajl,  or  rather  as  far 
as  your  circumjlances  may  pojjibly  permit,  offer  it  up  in  the 
Church,  efpecially  if  you  live  in  a  great  town,  and  fay  over  the 
Litany  every  morning  during  the  whole  of  Lent.  This  I  might 
enjoin  you  to  doe,  on  your  canonical  obedience,  *  but  for 
love's  fake,  I  rather  befeech  you,'  and  I  cannot  recommend 
to  you  a  more  devout  and  comprehenfive  form  of  penitent 
and  publick  interceffion  than  that,  or  more  proper  for  the 
feafon.  Be  not  difcouraged  if  but  few  come  to  the  c  folemn 
ajjemblies,'  but  go  to  the  *  Houfe  of  Prayer,'  where  '  God  is 
well  known  for  a  fure  refuge ;'  go,  though  you  go  alone,  or  but 
with  one  bejides  yourfelf j  and  there  as  you  are  God's  c  remem- 
brancer, keep  not  filence,  and  give  him  no  rejl  till  he  ejlablijh, 
till  he  make  Jerufalem  a  praife  in  the  earth.'  "  * 

"  The  firft  facred  council  of  Nice,  for  which  the  Xtian  world 
has  always  had  a  great  and  juft  veneration,  ordains  af  pro- 
vincial fynod  to  be  held  before  Lent,  that  all  diflentions 
being  taken  away,  a  pure  oblation  might  be  offer'd  up  to 
God,  namely  of  prayers,  and  failing,  and  alms,  and  tears, 
which  might  produce  a  comfortable  communion  at  the  fol- 
lowing Eafter :  and  that  in  this  diocefe  we  may  in  fome  de- 
gree imitate  fo  primitive  a  practice,  I  exhort  you  to  endeavour 
all  you  can  to  reconcile  differences,  to  reduce  thofe  that  go 
aftray,  to  promote  univerfal  charity  towards  all  that  diffent 
from  you,  and  c  to  put  on  as  the  elecl:  of  God,|  holy  and 
beloved,  bowels  of  mercies,  kindnefs,  humblenefs  of  mind, 
meeknefs,  long-fuffering,  forbearing  one  another  and  forgiv- 
ing one  another,  even  as  Chrift  forgave  you.'§  I  paffion- 
ately  befeech  you  to  reade  over  daily  your  ordination  vows, 
to  examine  yourfelf  how  you  obferve  them ;  and  in  the  prayers 
that  are  in  that  office,  fervently  to  importune  God  for  the  af- 
fiftance  of  His  good  Spirit,  that  you  may  confcientioufly  per- 
form them. 


*  Ifa.  Ixii.  6,  7.  f  Can.  v.  J  Col.  iii.  12.  §  Ibid. 
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"  Teach  publickly,  and  from  houfe  to  houfe,  and  warn 
every  one  night  and  day  with  tears ;  '  warn '  them  to  re- 
pent, to  faft  and  to  pray,  and  to  give  alms,  '  and  to  bring 
forth  fruits,  meet  for  repentance ; '  4  warn '  them  to  con- 
tinue fteadfaft  in  that  '  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints  ; ' 
in  which  they  were  baptiz'd  '  to  keep  the  word '  of  God's 
patience,  that  God  may  keep  them  in  the  hour  of  temptation  ; 
4  warn '  them  againft  the  fins  and  errours  of  the  age ; 
4  warn '  them  to  deprecate  publick  judgments,  and  to  mourn 
for  publick  provocations. 

"  No  one  can  reade  God's  holy  word  but  he  will  fee,  that 
the  greateft  faints  have  been  the  greateft  mourners  ;  David 
'  wept  whole  rivers ; '  *  Jeremy  '  wept  fore,  and  his  eyes 
ran  down  in  fecret  places  day  and  night  like  a  fountain ; '  f 
Daniel  "  mourned  three  full  weeks,  and  did  eat  no  pleafant 
bread,  and  fought  God  by  prayer  and  fupplications,  with  faft- 
ing  and  fackcloth  and  afhes  j '  J  St.  Paul  was  humbled,  and 
bewailed  and  wept  for  the  fins  of  others ;  §  and  our  Lord 
himfelf  when  he  4  beheld  the  city  wept  over  it.'  ||  Learn 
then  of  thefe  great  faints,  learn  of  our  moft  compaflionate 
Saviour,  to  weep  for  the  publick,  and  weeping  to  pray  that 
4  we  may  know  in  this  our  day,  the  things  that  belong  to  our 
peace,  left  they  be  hid  from  our  eyes.'  To  mourn  for  na- 
tional guilt,  in  which  all  fhare,  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  all, 
but  efpecially  on  priefts,  who  are  particularly  commanded  to 
weep  and  to  fay,  c  Spare  thy  people,  O  Lord,  and  give  not 
thine  heritage  to  reproach,  that  God  may  repent  of  the  evil 
and  become  jealous  for  his  land  and  pity  his  people. 'f  Be 
allured  that  none  are  more  tenderly  regarded  by  God  than 
fuch  mourners  as  thefe ;  there  is  ca  mark'**  fet  by  him  on 
c  all  that  figh  and  cry  for  the  abominations  of  the  land,'  the 
deftroying  angel  is  forbid  to  c  hurt  any  of  them,'  they  are  all 

*  Pfal.  cxix.  136.  f  Jer.  ix    i.— xiii.  17. 

J  Dan.  ix.  3. — x.  2.  §2  Cor.  xii.  21;  Phil.  iii.  18. 

||   Luke  xix.  41.  ^  Joel  ii.  17,  18. 

**  Ezek.  ix.  4. 
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God's  peculiar  care,  and  mall  all  have  either  prefent  deliver- 
ance, or  fuch  fupports  and  confolations,  as  fhall  abundantly 
endear  their  calamity. 

44  c  Now  the  God  of  all  grace,  who  hath  called  you  unto 
his  eternal  glory  by  Chrift  Jefus,  make  you  perfeft^  Jiablijh, 
Jirengthen^  fettle  you '  in  the  true  Catholick  and  Apojlolick 
Faith  profefs  'd  in  the  Church  of  England^  and  enable  you  to 
adorn  that  apoftolick  faith  with  an  apoftolick  example  and 
zeal,  and  give  all  our  whole  Church  that  timely  repentance, 
thefe  broken  and  contrite  hearts,  that  both  priefts  and  people 
may  all  plentifully  fow  in  tears,  and  in  God's  good  time  may 
all  plentifully  reap  in  joy. 

"  Your  affectionate  friend  and  Brother, 

"  THO.  BATH  &  WELLS.* 

"  From  the  Palace  in  Wells, 
Feb. 17,  1687." 

Miniftrations  fuch  as  this  were  beft  fuited  to  his 
gentle  nature ;  and  he  would  fain  have  referved  all  his 
powers  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  diocefe.  But 
the  interefts  of  the  Church  now  required  him  to  put 
afide  the  more  congenial  duties  of  confolation  and  in- 
ftruction,  that  he  might  publickly  vindicate  her  doc- 
trines, though  it  mould  be  in  opposition  to  the  orders 
of  the  Court  of  Commiflion,  and  within  hearing  of  its 
judges. — Being  appointed  to  preach  at  Whitehall  on 
the  5th  Sunday  in  Lent,  he  came  to  London,  refolved 
to  bear  his  testimony  to  the  truth.  Evelyn,  fpeaking 
of  the  King's  clofeting  the  Members  of  Parliament, 


*  A  copy  of  this  will  be  found  in  the  Brit.  Mufeum  under  the  title 
of  Ken's  Paftoral  Letter,  13.  — •  f.  3.  jj  ;s  aifo  reprinted  by  Round  in 
his  Profe  Works  of  Ken,  p.  473-9. 


1687]      Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells.         357 

to  perfuade  them  to  his  views,  and  difmifling  from 
their  offices  all  who  remained  firm,  fays ; 

"  This  was  a  time  of  great  trial ;  but  hardly  one  of  them 
afTented,  which  put  the  popifh  intereft  much  backward.  The 
Englifh  clergy  everywhere  preached  boldly  againft  their  fuper- 
ftition  and  errors,  and  were  wonderfully  followed  by  the 
people.  Not  one  confiderable  profelyte  was  made  in  all  this 
time.*  The  (Popifh)  party  were  exceedingly  put  to  the 
worft  by  the  preaching  and  writing  of  the  Proteftants  in  many 
excellent  treatifes,  evincing  the  dodtrine  and  difcipline  of  the 
Reformed  religion,  to  the  manifeft  difadvantage  of  their  ad- 
verfaries.  To  this  did  not  a  little  contribute  the  fermon 
preached  at  Whitehall  before  the  Princefs  of  Denmark,  and 
a  great  crowd  of  people,  and  at  leaft  thirty  of  the  greateft 
nobility,  by  Dr.  Ken,  Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells."  f 

His  text  was  taken  from  the  Gofpel  of  the  day  (the 
5th  Sunday  in  Lent),  St.  John  viii.  46  :   "  Which  of 
you  convinceth  Me  of  Jin,  and  if  I  fay  the  truth 3  why 
do  ye  not  believe  Me  ?" 

"  He  defcribed  through  his  whole  difcourfe  the  blafphemies, 
perfidy,  wrefting  of  Scripture,  preference  of  tradition  before  it, 
fpirit  of  perfecution,  fuperftition,  legends  and  fables  of  the 
Scribes  and  Pharifees,  fo  that  all  the  auditory  underftood  his 
meaning  of  a  parallel  between  them  and  the  Romifh  Priefts, 
and  their  new  Trent  religion.  He  exhorted  his  audience  to 
adhere  to  the  written  Word,  and  to  perfevere  in  the  Faith 
taught  in  the  Church  of  England^  whofe  docJrine  for  Catholic 


*  This  faft  is  confirmed  by  Burnet,  in  the  Hiftory  of  his  own  Time  ; 
he  fays,  "  very  few  profelytes  were  gained  to  Popery,  and  thofe  were  fo 
inconfiderable,  that  they  were  rather  a  reproach  than  an  honour  to 
them.'"  Edit.  1839,  p.  430.  The  fame  was  the  cafe  during  the  Great 
Rebellion.  Evelyn's  Diary,  4-th  Nov.  1684. 

-j-  Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.  ii.  p.  263. 
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foundnefs  be  preferred  to  all  the  Communities  and  Churches  of 
Ckriftians  in  the  world ;  concluding  with  a  kind  of  prophecy 
that,  whatever  it  fuffered,  it  fhould  after  a  fhort  trial  emerge 
to  the  confufion  of  her  adverfaries,  and  the  glory  of  God."  * 

He  might  naturally  expect  that  fome  tale-bearer 
would  report  his  words  to  the  King ;  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  received  any  reprimand  for  this  bold- 
nefs,  as  he  did  afterwards,  on  a  like  occafion. 

Knowing  that  his  prefence  at  Bath  and  Wells  was 
effential  at  that  moment  of  danger  to  the  Church,  Ken 
returned  to  his  diocefe  immediately  after  the  fermon, 
although  he  was  to  preach  again  in  London  the 
following  Sunday.  In  this  fhort  interval  he  paid  a 
vifit  to  Sir  John  Trelawney,  Bifhop  of  Briflol,  a  man 
of  the  fame  courageous  fpirit  with  himfelf,  but  not  fo 
tempered  by  meeknefs.  On  his  return  to  town,  he 
was  the  bearer  of  the  following  letter  from  Trelawney 
to  Archbifhop  Sancroft : — 

"  March  aoth,  1687. 
"  May  it  pleafe  your  Grace, 

"  My  very  good  friend,  the  Bifhop  of  Bathe  and  Wells 
giving  me  the  favour  of  his  company  here,  and  withall  of  let- 
ting me  know  he  is  goeing  hence  for  London ;  I  fhould  have 
been  very  uneafy  had  I  parted  with  him  before  I  had  putt  into 
his  hands  this  addrefle  of  my  duty  to  your  Grace,  and  the  af- 
furance  that  I  am  not  wanting  in  my  prayers  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  our  threaten'd  Church,  and  in  my  beft  exhortations 
for  the  keeping  this  City  very  firm  to  its  eftablifhment :  and 
I  thanke  God,  hitherto  all  the  defigns  of  addrefles  and  other 
prejudices  have  fal'n  like  water  upon  oyl-cloath,  fmoothly 
received,  and  goeing  off  without  making  any  impreffion. 

*   Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.  ii.  p.  263. 
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"  I  '11  do  all  I  can  to  keep  the  Priefts  hence ;  no  courage 
(hall  be  wanting,  and  if  I  erre  in  prudence  and  conduct,  it 
muft  be  your  Grace's,  and  my  orders'  fault,  in  not  helping  me 
with  directions,  having  refblutions  entirely  fixt  not  to  doe  any- 
thing which  may  reflect  on  the  intereft  or  honour  of  our 
Church,  in  which,  as  I  had  the  blefling  of  initiation  by  the 
Baptifm  of  water,  I  am  ready  to  goe  out  of  it  with  the  other 
of  blood.  I  defire  your  Grace's  prayers,  and  to  believe  me, 
as  I  am, 

"  Your  Grace's  very  dutiful  Servant, 

"  J.  BRISTOL."* 

The  following  Sunday,  being  that  next  before 
Good  Friday,  Ken  preached  again  at  St.  Martin's 
Church,  on  Chrift's  agony  in  the  garden :  his  text 
was  St.  Matt.  xxvi.  36 — 40.  "  Then  cometb  Jefus 
with  them  to  a  -place  called  Getbfemane"  &c.  Here 
was  a  fubjecT:  to  abforb  all  feelings  into  a  contempla- 
tion of  the  myfterious  fufferings  of  the  Son  of  God. 
At  that  facred  feafon,  when  the  Church  commemorates 
the  approach  of  the  death  He  was  to  die  for  all,  who 
could  enter  into  political  or  theological  controverfy  ? 

"  The  Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells  (Dr.  Ken)  preached  at 
St.  Martin's  to  a  crowd  of  people  not  to  be  exprejjed,  nor  the 
wonderful  eloquence  of  this  admirable  preacher;  the  text  was 
Matt.  xxvi.  36  to  verfe  40,  defcribing  the  bitternefs  of  our 
blefled  Saviour's  agony,  the  ardour  of  His  love,  the  infinite 
obligations  we  have  to  imitate  His  patience  and  refignation, 
the  means  by  watching  againft  temptations  and  over  our- 
felves,  with  fervent  prayer  to  attain  it,  and  the  exceeding 
reward  in  the  end.  Upon  all  which  he  made  moft  pathetical 
difcourfes.  The  Communion  followed,  at  which  I  was  par- 

*  Tanner  MSS.,  vol.  xxix.  fol.  147. 
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ticipant.  I  afterwards  dined  at  Dr.  Tenifon's  with  the 
Bifhop,  and  that  young,  moft  learned,  and  pious,  and  excel- 
lent preacher,  Mr.  Wake."* 

We  cannot  be  furprized  that  one  fo  high  in  ftation, 
fo  eloquent  and  undaunted,  mould  draw  crowds  of 
people  to  hear  him  during  the  prevailing  excitement. 
But  he  has  deeper  and  more  lafting  claims  to  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Church  in  all  times.  It  was  not  merely 
the  force  of  his  oratory,  his  noble  images,  his  feraphic 
ardour  of  language,  and  moving  exhortations,  that 
gathered  all  clafTes  round  him,  as  he  fet  before  them 
the  promifes  and  threatenings  of  the  Gofpel.  Thefe, 
and  his  other  powers  had  gained  him,  even  from 
King  James,  the  character  of  being  the  moft  eloquent 
preacher  of  the  time :  f  but  there  was  much  beyond 
thefe  qualities  in  all  he  faid.  The  fecret  of  his  per- 
fuafivenefs  lay  in  the  fublime  myfterious  truths,  incul- 
cated in  every  difcourfe.  With  a  paternal  love  he 
drew  men  to  defire  the  prefence  of  Chrift,  and  the 
unclouded  happinefs  of  the  eternal  Kingdom.  Whilft 
he  exprefled  a  deep  and  tender  concern  for  the 
fpiritual  advancement  of  the  Church,  vindicating  the 
truth  of  her  doctrines,  and  exhorting  all  men  to  a 
holy  conftancy  in  her  defence,  he  reminded  them  that 
the  Church  is  only  glorious,  becaufe  me  is  the 
ordained  inftrument  for  drawing  men  to  Him,  Who 
was  lifted  up  for  their  falvation. 

On  thefe  occafional  vifits  to  London,  he  was  the 


*   Evelyn's  Diaiy,  vol.  ii.  p.  264. 

f  King  James  "  ufually  faid,  that  Dr.  Ken  was  the  beft  preacher 
among  the  Proteftants,  and  Father  William  Hall  was  the  beft  among 
the  Catholics."  A.  Wood,  quoted  by  Bowles,  vol.  ii.  p.  69. 
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gueft  of  his  old  Winchefter  friend,  Francis  Turner, 
the  Bifhop  of  Ely,  who  had  his  palace  near  Holborn, 
and  we  find  that  he  ufed  to  aflift  at  the  fervices  in  the 
Bifhop's  Chapel.  It  was  about  this  time  that  the 
Princefs  Anne  wrote  a  letter  to  Dr.  Turner  to  keep 
her  a  place,  that  me  might  liften  to  him  : 

"  I  hear  the  Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells  expounds  this  after- 
noon at  your  Chapel,  and  I  have  a  great  mind  to  hear  him  ; 
therefore  I  defire  you  would  do  me  the  favour  to  let  fome 
place  be  kept  for  me,  where  I  may  hear  well,  and  be  the  leaft 
taken  notice  of:  for  I  will  bring  but  one  body  with  me,  and 
defire  I  may  not  be  known.  I  mould  not  have  given  you 
the  trouble,  but  that  I  was  afraid  if  I  fent  any  body,  they  might 
have  made  fome  miftake.  Pray  let  me  know  what  time  it 
begins."* 

We  may  well  believe  how  the  Chapel  was  crowded, 
when  it  was  necefTary  for  the  Princefs  to  have  a  place 
referved  for  her,  that  me  might  hear  the  eloquent 
author  of  the  Expofition  of  the  Catechifm. 

Urged  on  by  a  blind  and  infatuated  confidence, 
James  now  ventured  on  the  great  meafure  by  which 
he  hoped  to  accomplim  all  his  ends ; — the  fufpenfion 
of  the  Terr.,  and  other  penal  laws  againfl  Romanifts 
and  Diffenters.  Whatever  may  be  our  opinion  of  the 
injustice  of  fuch  laws,  it  is  obvious  that,  having  been 
enacted  by  Parliament,  the  King's  claim  to  fufpend 
them  by  his  mere  authority  was  illegal.  This  had 
been  fully  eftablifhed  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  who 
had  made  a  declaration  of  Indulgence  in  1672:  but 
on  the  remonftrance  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament 


*  Round's  Profe  Works  of  Ken,  p.  208. 
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cancelled  it,  tore  off  the  feal  himfelf,  and  acquainted 
the  Houfes  that  he  had  done  fo,  with  this  further 
afTurance,  which  was  entered  upon  record  in  the 
Journals  of  the  Lords,  <c  that  it  mould  never  be  drawn 
into  example  or  confequence."  * 

James,  however,  would  acknowledge  no  law  but 
his  own  will.  Having  carried  his  point  in  Scotland 
and  Ireland,  he  publifhed,  on  the  4th  of  April,  i68y,t 
a  general  Declaration  of  liberty  of  confcience  to  all  his 
fubjects,  proclaiming  it  to  be  his  "  Royal  will  and 
pleafure,  that  the  Oaths  of  fupremacy  and  allegiance, 
and  alfo  the  feveral  tefts  and  declarations,  mentioned 
in  the  Acts  of  Parliament  in  the  25th  and  joth  years 
of  the  reign  of  his  late  Royal  Brother,  mould  not  at 
any  time  be  required  to  be  taken  by  any  perfon,  em- 
ployed in  any  office  of  truft,  either  civil  or  military." 
This  Declaration,  although  it  included  the  various 
fects  of  Proteftant  Diflenters,  proceeded  from  no 
fympathy  towards  them  :  it  was  an  endeavour  to  con- 
ceal his  great  project  of  introducing  Romanifts  to  all 
offices  of  truft,  under  the  mafk  of  a  general  toleration. 

But  many  amongft  the  Diflenters,  as  well  as  the 
Roman  Catholics,  received  it  as  a  princely  act  of 
clemency  :  fulfome  addrefles  J  poured  in  from  all  de- 
nominations :  no  language  could  be  too  ftrong  to 
exprefs  their  admiration  of  the  moft  enlightened  and 


*  Kennett's  Hift.,  vol.  iii.  p.  487.     8th  Nov.  1673. 

|   London  Gazette  of  this  date. 

|  Three  Addrefles  proceeded  from  the  Diflenters  at  Taunton, — the 
Diflenting  Minifters  of  the  County  of  Somerfet, — and  from  Prefbyterian 
Minifters  at  Bath, — all  in  his  Diocefe.  Grey's  Examination  of  the 
4th  Vol.  of  Neal' s  Hiftory  of  the  Puritans,  pp.  41 5.  6. 
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generous  of  Kings,  who  had  removed  all  reftraint  from 
the  confciences  of  his  people.  Their  triumph  was 
exuberant ;  and  not  the  lefs  becaufe  they  thought 
this  aft  of  toleration  {truck  at  the  afcendancy  of  the 
Church.*  In  a  letter  from  Trelawney  to  Archbifhop 
Sancroft,  we  have  a  curious  fpecimen  of  the  way  in 
which  thefe  AddrefTes  were  manufactured  by  the  dif- 
fenting  preachers ; 

"Briftol,  iftof  July,  1687. 
"  May  it  pleafe  your  Grace, 

*  *  * 

"  The  phanatiques  here  are  very  numerous,  and  their 
meetings  greate  and  frequent,  but  chiefly  of  women  and  the 
meaner  fort  of  people  ;  thofe  of  the  better  rank,  even  among 
the  Prefbyterians  as  yet,  refufmg  to  contribute  any  money  to 
the  building  of  their  meeting  houfes,  and  their  company  to 
the  filling  them  :  and  fome  of  them  have  been  very  angry 
with  their  teacher ,  Weekes,for  putting  their  hands  to  an  addrejfe 
without  their  knowledge  or  leave  to  do  fo.  The  magiftracy  of 
this  city  are  wholly  averfe  to  the  fanatical  mode  of  addreffing, 
and  one  of  them  aflures  me,  if  offer'd  from  above,  it  will  be 
rejected. 

"  My  Clergy,  God  be  thanked,  bravely  refufed  it,  only 
two  in  Dorfetfhire  giving  their  hands  to  it, — the  one  is  Pel- 
ham,  the  fon  of  a  Cromwellian  Major,  and  he  did  fo  out  of  a 
natural  hatred  of  the  Church,  and  to  mow,  tho'  he  lives  by 
her,  he  was  not  fo  truly  her,  as  his  father's  fon ;  the  other 
fubfcriber  was  a  Curate  to  a  perfon  who  I  hope  will  prevent 
[anticipate]  my  difmiflion  of  him.  I  have  given  God  thankes 
for  this  opportunity  the  begging  addrefle  hath  given  me  of 

*  Dr.  Grey  enumerates  fixty,  and  quotes  from  eight  more  of  thefe 
Addrefles.  The  moft  eminent  Diffenters  did  not  fall  into  the  fnare. 
Grey's  Examination  of  the  ^.th  Vol.  of  Neal's  Hiftory  of  the  Puritans, 
pp.  4.08.  418.  Macaulay's  Hift.  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  223.  Lingard, 
vol.  x.  p.  248. 
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declaring  to  the  publique,  that  I  am  firmly  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  not  to  be  forc'd  from  her  intereft  by  the  terrors 
of  R.  [Royal]  difpleafure,  or  death  itfelf. 

"  Your  Grace's  moft  obedient  Servant, 

«  J.  BRISTOL."* 

In  another  letter  from  Turner,  Bifhop  of  Ely,  very 
probably  written  to  Ken,  we  have  further  evidence 
of  the  determined  refolution  of  the  Clergy  to  ftand 
up  againfl  the  King's  projects  : 

<?  Ely,  Aug.  25,  1687. 
"  Moft  deare  Freind, 

"  I  fent  you  my  hearty  refpects  laft  weeke  from  Norwich, 
where  I  was  uppon  a  vifitt  to  that  excellent  good  Prelate,  f  with 
whom  I  long'd  to  difcourfe  uppon  the  publick  affaires.  I 
left  him  in  expectation  of  being  fuddenly  prefTt  afrem  on  the 
matter  of  addreffing.  I  am  very  full  of  hopes  that  fmce  tis 
putt  fb  hard  uppon  the  Citty  of  London  to  give  thankes  (not 
for  any  gratious  expreffions  in  the  Declarations,  but)  for  the 
indulgence  its  felfe,  Nothing  lefs  will  be  demaunded  or  ac- 
cepted of  us,  and  then  we  may  fairly  and  flattly  decline  it, 
when  once  it  refumes  its  firft  ugly  fhape,  and  is  taken  out  of 
the  palliating  drefs  which  has  made  it  the  greater  fnare  to 
many.  Wee  muft  be  call'd  ungratefull  if  we  do  not  make 
exprefs  acknowledgments  for  this  great  Grace  of  letting  loofe 
the  King's  and  Churche's  enemys.  I  would  faine  heare  from 
you  how  the  Wefterne  Biftiops  and  the  reft  in  his  Majefty's 
Progrefs  have  fcaped  at  their  enterviews. 

"  Your  moft  affectionate  friend  and  Servant, 

"  FRAN.  ELY."J 

*  Tanner  MSS.,  vol.  xxix.  fol.  42. 

•j-  Dr.  William  Lloyd,  Bifhop  of  Norwich,  afterwards  a  Nonjuror ; 
who  had  more  of  the  confidence  of  Archbimop  Sancroft  than  any  other. 
We  mall  fee  much  of  him  by  and  by  as  the  friend  of  Ken,  though  they 
differed  as  to  the  proper  courfe  for  the  Nonjurors  to  take  in  the  later 
period  of  that  Controverfy. 

\  Tanner  MSS.,  vol.  xxix.  fol.  64. 
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James  feemed  to  enjoy  a  momentary  fuccefs  in 
fomenting  the  fpirit  of  jealoufy  between  the  Church 
and  the  Diflenters.  He  hoped  to  make  their 
difunion  a  ftepping  ftone  to  the  eftablifhment  of 
his  own  creed.  The  Diflenters  were  ready  to  fall 
into  the  fnare,  forgetting  that,  if  Popery  were 
once  fet  up  on  the  ruins  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, they  themfelves  would  afterwards  be  an  eafy 
prey.  But  the  artifice  did  not  long  efcape  detection. 
They  foon  perceived  that  this  fudden  toleration  was 
but  a  pretence.  They  called  to  mind  the  long  period 
of  their  flights  and  difabilities  at  the  instigation  of 
James,  and  how  he  had  always  teftified  his  repugnance 
to  their  principles.  To  them  he  had  conftantly 
afcribed  his  father's  death.  They  remembered  alfo 
how  marked  a  preference  he  had  always  fhown  to  the 
members  of  the  Church,  praifing  them  as  good  and 
loyal  fubjects,  faithfully  attached  to  the  monarchy. 
They  could  not  but  reflect  that  a  Roman  Catholic 
prince  muft  needs  labour  to  extirpate  their  tenets,  which 
he  pronounced  to  be  heretical ;  and  that  they  would 
be  the  firft  to  feel  the  confequences  of  his  fuccefs. 
The  Church  party  likewife  clearly  faw  that  the  King, 
difappointed  of  their  expected  fupport,  wiflied  to 
undermine  their  influence  by  pretending  a  liberality 
altogether  foreign  to  his  nature.  Thefe  convictions 
feemed  likely  to  foften  the  jealoufies  of  both,  and 
might  have  led  to  more  charitable  fentiments  towards 
each  other.  But  events  crowded  on  fo  faft,  they  had 
fcarcely  time  to  do  more  than  indicate  a  difpofition  to 
mutual  forbearance,  and  a  united  refiftance  to  the 
eftablifhment  of  Romanifm.  The  whole  brunt  of  the 
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conteft  fell  upon  the  Church,  and  nobly  did  fhe  fuf- 
tain  it. 

The  King,  when  it  was  too  late,  perceived  that  he 
had  overacted  his  part :  he  fays, 

11  He  had  much  heightened  the  general  difaffe&ion  by  the 
great  countenance  he  fhowed  to  many  noted  Prefbyterians, 
who  were  in  outward  fhow  grateful  for  their  prefent  eafe ; 
and  as  it  is  natural  for  a  Prince  to  be  pleas'd  with  thofe  who 
are  pleas'd  with  him,  fo  they  were  well  looked  upon  at  Court, 
and  their  counfel  made  ufe  of  in  the  management  of  feveral 
private  affairs,  as  the  regulating  Corporations,  and  the  like : 
but  this  was  the  fequel  of  that  train,  which  his  treacherous 
counfellors  had  traced  out  for  him,  to  fet  thofe  againft  him, 
who  might  otherwife  have  been  his  friends,  and  to  court  thofe 
who,  they  were  fure,  never  would."* 

*  "Memoirs  writ  of  his  own  hand."  Clarke's  Life  of  James  II., 
vol.  ii.  p.  165. 
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CHAPTER    XIV. 

Ken's  Sermon  'in  the  Abbey  Church  at  Bath — The  King  touches 
for  the  Evil  in  the  Abbey — Ken's  condutt  on  the  occafion — 
His  letter  to  Archbijhop  Bancroft. 

HE  Bifhop,  having  preached  his  Lent 
Sermon  at  Whitehall,  returned  as  ufual 
to  his  Diocefe  :  we  find  him  on  the 
following  Afcenfion  day  (5th  May, 
1687)  in  the  Abbey  Church  of  Bath, 
where  he  preached  on  Pfalm  xlvii.  5.  "  God  is  gone 
up  with  a  fhout,  the  Lord  with  the  found  of  a  trumpet" 
The  Sermon  itfelf  is  not  extant :  but  we  gather  fome 
of  its  principal  points  from  a  fcarce  Tract,  publimed 
at  the  time  by  an  Irifh  Jefuit.  The  author  had  been 
induced  by  fome  high  praifes  of  the  Bifhop's  eloquence 
to  attend,  for  the  firft  time  in  his  life,  the  fervice  of 
the  Reformed  Church,  being  "  no  lefs  curious  than 
defirous  to  hear  him." 

The  tract  is  entitled,  "  ANIMADVERSIONS,  by  way 
of  Anfwer  to  a  Sermon,  preached  by  Dr.  Thomas 
Kenne,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  in  the  Ca- 
thedral Church  of  Bath,  on  Afcention-day  laft,  being 
the  5th  of  May,  1687  :"  It  is  dedicated  to  the  King, 
and  publimed  f f  with  allowance."  It  begins, 

"  I  was  honoured,  My  Lord,  with  being  one  of  your  Au- 
ditors laft  Afcention-day,  in  the  afternoon,  at  the  cathedral 
church  of  Bath.  Your  Lordfhip  does  not,  I  own,  want  the 
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parts  of  an  Orator,  and  of  an  Evangelical  one  too,  had  you 
but  fuck'd  your  doctrine  (as  St.  John  hath  done)  c  de  facro 
Dominici  peftoris  fontej  that  is  to  fay  within  the  Bofom  of  his 
only  true  Spoufe  on  Earth,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
Mother  and  Miftrefs  of  all  vifible  churches." 

The  writer  ff  was  much  aftonimed  at  the  odd  fight 

o 

of  a  preacher  beginning  a  Sermon  without  making  the 
fign  of  the  crofs."  He  informs  us  that  the  Bifhop 
"  was  a  full  hour  and  a  half  in  chair ;" 

"  I  took  notice  that  your  Lordfhip  gave  a  fling  at  the 
Pope's  Supremacy,  to  which  you  fliow'd  all  averfion  imagin- 
able, and  that  becaufe  he  is  calPd  Supream  Spiritual  Head  of 
Chrift's  Church  on  Earth.  We  call  His  Holinefs,  it  is  true, 
Supream  Spiritual  and  Vifible  Head,  Vicar  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  fuccefTor  to  St.  Peter,  the  firft  vifible  Head  our  Saviour 
hath  ordained  in  his  Church.  I  remember  you  faid  that  Jefus 
Chrift  was,  and  is,  the  only  Spiritual  Head  of  His  Church. 
You  muft  needs  know  I  admir'd  much  your  vehemency  in 
protefting  againft  that  Church,  which  allows  of  any  Vifible 
Spiritual  Head  :  you  flew  to  fuch  eagernefs  of  contradiction 
againft  this  Spiritual  Supremacy,  that  I  thought  you  had  fome 
folid  authority  to  difprove  the  pretended  abufe,  till  at  laft  I  found 
you  had  no  fuch  proof  in  nature." 

"  Let  us  now  come  to  the  controverfie  of  the  laft  part, 
which  was  with  much  vehemency  againft  the  Real  Prefence. 
I  did  no  fooner  hear  your  folemn  proteftation  againft  this 
Holy  Sacrament,  than  immediately  I  fuppofed  you  were  an 
abjurator,  ready  to  fwear  point  blank  that  Chrift's  moft  facred 
Humanity  is  not  really  and  fubftantially  on  our  altars  in  virtue 
of  the  facramental  words  :  for  I  faw  you  exhorted  with  paf- 
fion  your  People  c  not  to  be  tottered  by  every  blaft  of  wind, 
that  mail  fay  Chrift  is  on  this  altar,  or  Chrift  is  on  that  altar, 
for  Chrift  is  actually  in  Heaven,  and  mall  continue  there 
till  He  comes  to  judge  at  the  end  of  the  world.'  In  fine,  I 
remember  your  Lordfhip  protefted  mightily  again/}  Roman 
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Catholics  for  c  coining  and  forgeing  new  Articles  of  Faith,  as 
well  in  relation  to  TranCubftantiation^  as  the  Spiritual  Supre- 
macy,  &c.'  This  is  the  fubftance,  my  Lord,  of  all  the  con- 
trovertible  points  I  took  notice  of  in  your  laft  Afcention 
Sermon." 

On  the  fubject  of  the  Real  Prefence,  he  fancies  that 
he  has  made  a  difcovery  of  the  Bifhop's  contradicting 
his  previous  writings ; 

"  You  are  not  conftant  to  yourfelf :  for  now  you  receive 
Chrift's  Flefh  and  Blood  virtually,  now  figuratively,  another 
time  fpiritually  by  Faith,  and  in  the  Expofition  of  your  Cate- 
chifm  you  contradict  all.  Your  words,  my  Lord,  are  Catho- 
lick  enough  on  paper,  but  quite  contrary  to  what  you  teach 
in  the  Pulpit ;  for  there  you  fay  that  the  Body  and  Blood  of 
Chrift  is  verily  and  indeed  taken  by  the  Faithful,  and  here 
you  fay  not  at  all :  fometimes  one  way,  and  fometimes 
another,  fpiritually  to-day  by  Faith  only,  and  virtually 
to-morrow,  and  in  your  Catechifm  you  write  *  indeed  and 
verily.' ' 

The  Jefuit  makes  another  fancied  difcovery,  and 
therein  pays  a  tribute  to  the  Bifhop's  holy  life  at  the 
expenfe  of  his  candour ; 

"  Unlefs  I  be  much  miftaken,  that  day's  controverfie  was 
in  order  to  take  away  all  fufpicion  of  your  being  Roman 
Catholickly  inclined :  for  your  Lordfhip  living  (as  Seneca 
faith)  fine  impedimenta^  that  is  to  fay,  without  a  wife,  and 
having  the  reputation  of  one  that  lives  morally  well,  which  is 
enough  for  the  Rabble*  to  fay  you  are  Popifhly  affected,  you 
undertook  that  day's  work  to  take  away  the  fcandal,  which 
had  no  other  ground  than  your  good  works  :  thank  then,  my 


*  Wood  fays  of  this  traft,  "  never  was  fo  much  ignorance  and  im- 
pudence in  fo  fmall  a  Pamphlet  exprefled,  as  the  true  fons  of  the  Church 
of  England  ufually  faid." 

B  B 
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Lord,  your  own  Church  for  this  abufe,  which  proceeds  from 
that  unhappy  Merit-killing  doctrine,  which  drives  out  of  your 
fchools  all  good  Works,  and  meritorious  actions." 

It  appears  the  Jefuit  could  not  relift  his  curiofity  to 
hear  the  eloquent  Bimop  on  the  following  Friday, 
when  he  preached  again  ;  but  he  beftows  only  a  fhort 
notice  of  reprobation  on  that  fermon  ; 

"  To  this  purpofe  (of  meritorious  actions)  I  remember  the 
Friday  following  your  Lordmip  ufed  all  the  means  in  your 
Inftruction  of  Faith  to  perfuade  your  auditors  that  Abraham's 
juftification  was  for  his  faith,  and  not  for  his  good  works  :  all 
your  proof  was,  becaufe  Abraham  believed  before  he  was 
circumcifed,"  &c.  "  I  think  I  cannot  deal  fairer  with  your 
Lordmip  than  remit  you  to  the  weftern  window  of  that 
cathedral,  wherein  I  heard  you  preach,  and  there  you  will 
find  in  capital  letters  your  own  judgment,*  drawn  out  of  the 
2nd  chapter  of  St.  James,  v.  26.  c  For  as  the  body  without 
the  fpirit  is  dead,  fo  Faith  without  good  Works  is  Dead  alfo.' ' 

It  is  difficult  to  fay  who  was  the  author  of  this 
Tract.  He  publilhed  only  his  initials  F.  I.  R.,  defig- 
nating  himfelf  "  a  moft  loyal  Irifh  fubject,  of  the 
Company  of  Jefuits."f  No  doubt  he  was  an  attendant 
of  the  Queen,  who  was  at  this  time  drinking  the  Bath 
waters.  He  could  not  perform  a  more  dutiful  fervice 
to  royalty  than  to  attack  fo  eminent  a  Bifhop  in  his 
paftoral  chair  :  he  "  confecrates  himfelf,  and  this  little 
paper,  together  with  all  the  faculties  of  his  foul  and 


*  i.e.  refutation. 

f  There  was  a  Father  Jo.  Reed,  with  whofe  name  thefe  initials 
would  correfpond,  living  in  1671.  He  was  a  Benediftine,  and  author 
of  a  book  entitled  "  Tabula  Votwa"  of  which  Anthony  a  Wood  makes 
mention  in  his  own  Life  :  p.  243. 
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body,  to  His  moft  facred  Majefty 's  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral fervice;"  and  prays  that  "your  Majefty  and 
your  Royal  Confort  may  be  fettled  on  a  Throne  of 
Glory  in  Heaven,  after  living  a  full  century  of  years 
in  all  prosperity  on  earth,  to  the  perfect  converjion  of  all 
your  fubj  efts" 

We  mall  fee  how  effectually  James  thwarted  the 
latter  part  of  this  good  wifh  by  his  own  intemperate 
zeal.  His  object  now  was  to  perfuade  the  Parliament 
to  confirm  by  ftatute  his  Declaration  of  Indulgence. 
But  the  Members  remained  ftedfaft :  he  mifcalculated 
the  Englifh  character  in  fuppofing  that  they  would 
barter  their  deareft  rights  for  the  empty  condefcenfions 
of  the  royal  interviews,  which  ferved  rather  to  confirm 
their  fenfe  of  the  public  danger,  than  to  win  their 
concurrence.  If  the  only  high  way  to  his  favour  lay 
through  Rome,  they  were  not  prepared  for  fuch  a 
journey.  The  King,  in  his  Memoirs,  fays,  "  the 
generality  of  the  gentry  were  fo  byaced  againft  the 
Declaration  of  Indulgence,  that  when  His  Majefty 
thought  fit  to  aik  many  perfons  of  diftinction  to  make 
their  refolutions  therein,  he  found  a  much  greater 
reluctancy  than  could  well  have  been  imagined ;  and 
indeed  that  method  was  no  ways  relifh'd  by  the 
people."* 

The  King  therefore  diflblved  the  Parliament,  and 
iffued  writs  for  a  new  election.  He  then  fet  out  on  a 
ftate  progrefs  through  the  Weftern  Counties,  in  hopes 
that  the  royal  prefence  might  further  his  grand  project 
of  a  new  and  more  compliant  Parliament.  Before 

*  Clarke's  Life  of  James  II.,  vol.  ii.  p.  143. 
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this,  however,  he  prepared  a  fplendid  pageant  for  the 
edification  of  the  people.  The  Pope  was  no  friend  to 
James's  chief  counfellors,  the  Jefuits,  and  looked  with 
mifgiving  and  fufpicion  on  the  ifTue  of  their  manoeuvres 
in  driving  on  to  a  hafty  crifis  :  but  he  could  not  refift 
the  invitation  to  appoint  a  nuncio  from  the  Holy  See. 
He  hoped,  perhaps,  that  the  influence  of  this  recog- 
nized AmbafTador  might  reftrain  the  recklefs  zeal  of 
the  King.  It  was  contrived  that  the  nuncio,  who  had 
already  been  at  court  fome  time,  mould  be  publicly 
received  at  Windfor  the  day  after  the  DifTolution  of 
Parliament.  To  inveft  the  character  of  Nuncio  with 
more  pomp  and  luftre,  he  was  confecrated  Archbifhop 
of  Amafia  in  the  royal  chapel  at  Whitehall,*  by  the 
Vicar  Apoftolical  in  England,  aflifted  by  two  other 
Roman  Catholic  Bifhops.f  He  was  now  to  make  his 
public  entry  as  a  foreign  minifter,  and  the  government 
itfelf  was  to  glory  in  the  account  of  it ; 

"  The  3rd  of  July,  Monfieur  Ferdinand  d'Adda,  Arch- 
bifhop of  Amafia,  Domeftic  Prelate  and  Affiftant  to  His 
Holinefs  the  Pope,  and  Apoftolic  Nuncio,  had  public  audience 
of  their  Majefties  at  Windfor,  being  conduced  by  His  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Grafton,  and  Sir  Charles  Cotterell,  one  of  the 
Matters  of  the  Ceremonies,  in  one  of  his  Majefty's  Coaches, 


*  Clarke's  Life  of  James  II.,  vol.  ii.  p.  116. 

•f  The  King,  in  his  Memoirs,  intimates  that  d'Adda  was  a  very 
ill-chofen  reprefentative  of  the  Pope,  unfit  for  fuch  a  fun&ion,  "  being 
a  young  man  who  had  appeared  at  Court  for  fome  time  in  a  fecular 
capacity,  and  very  improper  to  draw  that  reverence  and  refpe6t  which  is 
due  to  fuch  a  charafter."  Clarke's  Life  of  James  II.,  p.  116.  But 
d'Adda  was  probably  too  moderate  for  James,  and  hence,  perhaps,  this 
difparaging  of  him.  Macaulay's  Hift.  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  53.  Lin- 
gard's  Hift.  of  England,  vol.  x.  pp.  197.  206. 
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with  all  the  honours  and  ceremonies  ufually  obferved  on  the 
like  occafions,"  &c.  * 

No  fuch  fight  having  been  feen  in  England,  for 
about  an  hundred  and  fifty  years  before,  the  concourfe 
of  people  on  this  occafion  was  without  example :  yet 
their  furprife  at  the  pomp  and  magnificence  of  the 
folemnity  was  furpafled  by  their  indignation  to  behold 
a  Reprefentative  of  the  Pope  in  all  his  Pontificals, 
preceded  by  a  Crofs-bearer,  and  attended  by  a  flock 
of  priefts  and  monks  in  the  habits  of  their  refpective 
orders.^ 

All  now  proceeded  glorioufly,  as  the  Jefuits  fup- 
pofed,  for  the  caufe  in  hand.  The  King  fet  forward 
on  his  progrefs,  accompanied  by  his  court,  his  Roman 
Catholic  chaplains,  Father  Petre,  and  William  Penn, 
the  Quaker, — a  ftrange  yoking  of  motley  creeds. 
Who  could  doubt  the  liberal  fentiments  of  the  royal 
mind,  when  fuch  oppofite  profeflbrs  were  taken  into 
favour  ?  And  that  he  might  render  himfelf  more 
popular,  he  refolved  to  exercife  the  gift  of  "  Touching 
for  the  Evil." 

It  is  furprifing  to  look  back,  and  fee  how  credulous 
all  clafles  were  in  the  efficacy  of  this  princely  preroga- 
tive. From  St.  Edward  the  Confeflbr,  to  the  licen- 
tious Charles,  the  unction  of  the  Royal  touch  was 
fuppofed  to  pofTefs  the  power  of  healing  the  moft 
loathfome  ftrumous  difeafes  :  the  lame  and  the  blind, 
the  impotent  and  the  idiot,  went  forth  from  the 
King's  prefence,  reftored  (as  even  Bancroft  believed) 
by  "  thofe  very  hands  upon  which  God  had  entailed 


*  London  Gazette.  f  Rapin,  vol.  ii.  p.  760. 
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a  miraculous  gift  of  healing."*  We  have  it  on 
record  from  one  of  (( His  Majefty's  Chirurgeons 
in  Ordinary"  in  a  marvellous  book,  (with  a  no  lefs 
marvellous  title,  f  containing  a  whole  alphabet,)  that 
Charles  the  Second  touched  above  ninety  two  thoufand 
perfons  for  the  Evil,  in  the  courfe  of  his  reign :  the 
work  in  fact  <c  carried  more  of  Divinity  than  Majefty 
in  it ;  the  art  of  phyfic  was  nonplus'd,  and  Chirurgery 
tied  up ;  all  chirurgeons  whatfoever  muft  truckle  to 
the  balfamic  power ;  more  fouls  have  been  healed  by 
His  Majeftfsjacred  hand  in  one  year,  than  have  been 
cured  by  all  the  phyficians  and  chirurgeons  of  his  Three 
Kingdoms  fine e  his  happy  Reftauration  !"  J 

And  yet,  incredible  as  this  may  at  firft  feem,  it  is 
capable  of  a  fatisfactory  folution  :  for  this  touching  for 
the  evil  was  attended  by  all  the  pomp  of  circumftance, 
and  made  pre-eminently  infallible  by  each  of  the  fick 
being  prefented  with  a  gold  medal,  ftrung  upon  a  white 
filk  ribbon,  and  put  about  his  neck  by  the  princely 
hand.  If  phyficians  now-a-days,  inftead  of  receiving, 


*  D'Oyly's  Life  of  Sancroft,  Edit.  1840.  p.  363. 

f  ADENOCHOIRADELOGIA  ;  or  an  Anatomick-Chirurgical  Treatife 
of  Glandules  and  Strumaes,  or  lStng6=lEbtl=StDelltngS,  Together  with 
the  Royal  Gift  of  Healing,  or  Cure  thereof  by  Contact  or  Impofition  of 
Hands,  performed  for  above  640  years  by  our  Kings  of  England,  Con- 
tinued with  their  admirable  effefts,  and  Miraculous  Events ;  and  con- 
cluded with  many  wonderful  examples  of  Cures  by  their  Sacred  Touch. 
By  John  Browne,  &c.  &c.,  8vo,  1684. 

J  Ibid.  Third  Book,  p.  81.  See  Penny  Cyclopaedia,  article  Scrofula, 
for  a  very  curious  and  rational  account  of  this  touching  for  the  Evil. 
Alfo  Collier's  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory,  fol.,  vol.  i.  p.  226.  Evelyn  fays, 
28th  March,  1684,  there  was  fo  great  a  concourfe  of  people  with  their 
children  to  be  touched  for  the  Evil  [by  Charles  II.]  that  fix  or  feven 
were  cruftied  to  death  by  prefling  at  the  Chirurgeon's  door  for  tickets. 
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were  to  pay,  a  golden  fee  to  their  patients,  what  crowds 
of  hypochondriacs  would  befet  their  doors  ! 

Such  was  the  loyal  defire  of  the  people  to  behold 
their  Sovereign's  perfon,  and  to  receive  the  "  faluti- 
ferous  faculty"  of  the  royal  touch,  and  alfo  to  touch 
the  gold  of  his  exchequer,  that  it  was  often  found 
indifpenfable  to  their  perfect  cure  to  undergo  the 
pleafing  ceremony  a  fecond  time.  Strange  to  fay, 
many  ignorant  people  made  the  miftake  of  "  looking 
more  after  the  gold  than  the  cure  : " — nay,  there  was 
another  fort,  fo  like  "  makes  in  the  grafs,  that,  making 
it  their  ftudy  to  cheat  the  king  of  his  gold,  and  having 
been  touched,  and  received  the  gold,  they  were  ready 
to  fell  and  part  with  it ;  and  were  not  this  true,  and 
very  commonly  put  in  practice,  his  majefty's  touching 
medals  would  not  be  fo  frequently  feen  in  goldfmiths' 
mops."* 

When  the  King  intended  to  exercife  the  fanative 
powers  inherent  in  him,  public  notice  was  given  of  the 
time,  which  was  generally  on  a  Sunday,  after  morning 
prayer :  the  phyficians  and  furgeons  in  ordinary  exa- 
mined the  candidates,  and  delivered  out  certificates  of 
their  being  fit  objects  for  healing.  At  the  time  ap- 
pointed, the  King  "  being  feated  in  his  royal  chair, 
furrounded  by  his  nobles,  and  many  fpectators,  the 
chief  yeoman  of  the  guard  placed  the  fick  people  in  a 
convenient  order  to  avoid  noife  and  confufion ; — one 
of  the  chaplains  now  read  part  of  the  Gofpels,  after 
which  the  chief  furgeon,  making  three  obeifances, 
brought  each  perfon  to  the  king  to  be  touched ;  then 


*  ADENOCHOIRADELOGIA,  Third  Part,  p.  92. 
B  B    4 
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the  Clerk  of  the  Clofet,  on  his  knees,  delivered  to  the 
king  the  gold  medals,  ready  fining  on  the  white  filk 
ribbon,  which  the  King  would  put  round  the  neck  of 
the  patients.  After  this,  a  further  part  of  the  chapter 
of  St.  John,  with  fome  refponfes  and  prayers,  were 
read  by  the  chaplain,  concluding  with  the  c  Grace  of 
our  Lord.' "  *  This  being  fmifhed,  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain and  two  other  nobles  prefented  the  King  with 
linen,  and  the  bafon  and  ewer,  to  warn  his  hands  :  and 
fo  he  took  leave  of  the  people,  and  they  "joyfully 
and  thankfully  returned  home,  praifing  God  and  their 
good  King.  Many  of  which,  as  if  amazed  at  the 
fpeedy  farewell  of  their  difeafes,  have  immediately 
been  cured  to  admiration,  even  in  the  prefence,  before 
they  have  got  out  of  the  Banquetting  Houfe  at  White- 
hall." This  was  the  ufual  place  of  the  ceremony, 
when  performed  in  London :  fometimes  it  was  at 
Windfor ;  often  in  the  town  hall  or  other  public 
building,  even  in  the  church,  of  the  place  where  the 
King  might  be.f" 

This  Royal  Gift  had  become  a  ufeful  engine  of  ftate 
for  ftrengthening  the  people's  attachment  and  venera- 
tion for  the  perfon  of  the  King.  He  appeared,  on 
thofe  occafions,  like  "  the  rifing  fun  over  his  people 
diffufing  his  healing  rays."  Neither  the  facred  touch, 
however,  nor  the  royal  gold,  appear  to  have  had  any 
real  influence  in  mitigating  the  various  frightful  fymp- 


*  ADENOCHOIRADELOGIA,  Third  Part,  p.  98. 

f  An  account  of  Charles  II.  "  touching  for  the  Evil"  may  be  found 
in  Mercurius  Rufticus  for  28th  June,  1660.  Alfo  in  Heylin's  Examen 
Hiftoricum,  with  the  Form  of  Service.  Queen  Anne  touched,  ^th  Feb. 
1712. 


1687]      Bijhop  of  Bath  and  Wells.         377 

toms    of  the   diforder — glandula,    nodus,    lippitudo, 
bronchocheli,  atheroma,  fteatoma;  &c.  for 

ct  Although  there  hath  been  fcarce  a  city  or  town,  or  fcarce 
a  ftreet  in  this  populous  city,  that  hath  not  found  the  benefit 
of  his  majefty's  hand  :  yet,  as  if  this  difeafe  did  get  a  new 
birth  by  converfation,  it  meets  the  King  wherever  he  goes, 
with  as  much  vigour  and  plenty  as  if  the  work  were  now  to 
begin.  And  as  a  very  ftrange  mark  hereof,  although  I  do 
believe  near  half  the  nation  hath  been  touched  and  healed  by 
his  facred  Majefty  fmce  his  happy  reftauration,  yet  upon  any 
new  appearance  of  a  frefh  healing,  they  are  feen  to  come  in 
afrefh,  and  as  faft,  as  if  not  one  had  been  touched  by  him  : 
a  thing  as  ftrange  as  monftrous  !  Indeed,  fome  having  re- 
ceived his  Majefty's  gracious  touch,  and  lofmg  their  gold, 
their  diftemper  has  de  novo  feized  them  again ;  and  thefe  alfo, 
upon  gaining  a  fecond  touch,  and  new  gold^  their  difeafes  have 
been  feen  utterly  to  have  been  chafed  away,  and  they  them- 
felves  perfectly  cured."* 

James,  in  his  progrefs  to  the  weft,  reached  Bath 
towards  the  end  of  Auguft  :  notice  was  given  that  he 
would  touch  for  the  Evil  in  the  Abbey  after  morning 
prayer.  He  found  no  lack  of  candidates  for  the  pri- 
vilege of  the  royal  gift.  That  all  who  approached 
might  receive  their  cure  through  faith  in  the  Blefled 
Virgin's  interceflion,  a  new  form  of  Prayers  for  the 
healing,  which  had  been  previoufly  publimed  by 
authority,  was  here  ufed.f  The  Bifhop  was  at  Wells  : 

*  ADENOCHOIRADELOGIA,  Third  Part,  pp.  105-6. 

f  The  Ceremonies  for  the  Healing  &c.,  ufed  in  the  time  of  Henry  7<h 
Publimed  by  his  Majefty's  Command.  London,  Printed  by  Henry  Hills, 
Printer  to  his  Majefty,  1686.  "  Then  by  and  by  the  King  (hall  fay, 
'  I  confefs  to  God  and  the  Blefied  Virgin  Mary,  to  all  Saints,  and  to 
you,  that  I  have  finned  in  thought,  word,  and  deed,  through  my  fault : 
I  pray  Holy  Mary,  and  all  the  Saints  of  God,  and  you,  to  pray  for  me.' 
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hearing  of  what  was  going  forward,  he  was  in  doubt 
what  courfe  he  ought  to  take.  He  found  himfelf 
unexpectedly  placed  in  a  novel  fituation.  The  act  of 
the  King  in  touching  for  the  Evil,  with  the  accom- 
panying ufe  of  a  Popifh  office  of  prayer,  was  a 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  Englifh  Church.  Yet  it 
was  quite  beyond  the  power  of  Ken  to  ftop  the  pro- 
ceeding,— and  the  very  attempt  would  have  created 
an  unfeemly  conflict :  he  chofe,  therefore,  to  yield  to 
the  neceflity  of  the  moment,  rather  than  hazard  a 
greater  confufion  in  fo  facred  a  place. 

But  for  fear  the  ufe  of  a  Roman  ritual  in  the 
Abbey  mould  be  mifunderftood,  or  the  opening  the 
church  doors  for  any  other  offices  than  thofe  of 
the  Church  of  England  be  drawn  into  precedent,  he 
preached  a  fermon,  the  following  Sunday,  to  explain 
that  the  object  of  the  fervice,  being  one  of  charity, 
might  qualify  the  arbitrary  and  illegal  act.  It  is 
probable  this  was  the  fermon  which  is  referred  to  in 
the  traditionary  anecdote,  mentioned  by  Warner,  who 
fays, 

"  King  James  vifited  Bath  in  1687,  accompanied  alfo  by 
Huddleftone,  his  confeflbr.  After  decorating  the  altar  of  the 
Abbey  Church,  Huddleftone  is  faid  to  have  denounced  the 
heretics,  and  exhorted  them  to  an  immediate  change  of  their 
errors.  Ken  was  prefent,  and,  when  Huddleftone  concluded, 
mounted  the  pulpit,  and  expofed  his  fallacies  in  a  ftrain  of  fuch 
impreffive  eloquence,  as  aftonifhed  and  delighted  his  congre- 
gation, and  confounded  Huddleftone,  and  the  royal  bigot."* 


The   Chaplain  (hall    anfwer,   and  fay,   '  Almighty   God   have   mercy 
on  you.' " 

*   Warner's  Hift.  of  Bath,  p.  257. 


1687]      Bijhop  of  Bath  and  Wells.         379 

Mr.  Markland  *  reafonably  queftions  the  very  im- 
probable fact  of  Ken  being  prefent.  Indeed  it  was 
next  to  impoffible  that  the  Jefuit  mould  ever  have 
preached  in  the  Abbey  at  all,  though  he  might  have 
helped  to  deck  the  altar  on  the  occafion  of  touching 
for  the  Evil.  I"  There  is  another  tradition  that  the 
Bifhop's  voice  was  deep  and  fonorous,  and  could  be 
diftinctly  heard  throughout  the  Abbey.  This  re- 
ceives confirmation  from  Perkins,  the  Poet  Laureat, 
who  among  other  encomiums  on  the  "  Famous 
Bifhop,"  fays, 

"  When  to  the  Bath  her  Royal  Highnefs  came, 
KENN  made  the  Abbey-Church  refound  his  fame  ; 
Floods  of  grave  eloquence  did  from  him  fall : 
KENN'm  the  Pulpit  thunder'd  like  St.  PAULr\ 

He    appears   to   have   efteemed    it  the  duty  of  a 


*  Markland's  Life  of  Ken,  znd  Edit.  p.  78. 

f  Even  at  Chefter,  on  Sunday,  the  3oth  of  Auguft,  in  the  fame  year, 
the  time-ferving  Bifhop  Cartwright  preached  in  his  own  Cathedral, 
while  the  King  heard  Mafs  at  an  altar  which  had  been  decked  in  the 
Shire  Hall.  Penn  at  the  fame  time  harangued  in  the  tennis  court ! 
Macaulay's  Hift.  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  293. 

J  A  Poem  (both  in  Englifh  and  Latin)  on  the  Death  of  the  R*. 
Reverend  Father  in  God,  Thomas  Kenn,  fometime  Lord  Bifhop  of 
Bath  and  Wells,  &c.  By  Mr.  Jofeph  Perkins,  the  Latin  Poet  Laureat, 
4to,  1711. 

"  Ad  Fontes  calidos  (memini)  cum  §  Filia  Regis 

Venerat,  Hie  ||  Templum  voce  ^[  boante  replet. 
Eloquii  fluxit  facundo  flumen  ab  ore : 

In  roftris  tanquam  Paulus  et  alter  erat." 

The  faft  of  Ken's  voice  being  heard  diftinftly  throughout  the  Abbey 
was  communicated  to  me  as  a  tradition  in  the  family  of  my  informant, 
the  poffeflbr  of  the  original  note  from  Princefs  Anne  to  Turner,  Bifhop 
of  Ely,  requefting  him  "  to  let  fome  place  be  kept  "  for  her,  "  as  I  have 
a  great  mind  to  hear  him."  And  it  appears  from  Perkins's  Poem,  that 
fhe  attended  the  Abbey,  when  fhe  was  at  Bath,  for  the  fame  object. 

§  Her  R.  H.       ||  The  Abbey  Church,       f  Tanquam  Boanerges. 
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Bifhop  to  do  nothing  of  importance  without  the 
advice  of  his  Primate :  that  he  might,  therefore,  be 
prepared  to  act  with  authority,  if  the  fame  circum- 
ftance  fhould  ever  occur  again,  he  thus  writes  to  the 
Archbifhop, 

"  ALL  GLORY  BE  TO  GOD. 
"  My  very  good  Lord, 

"  Though  I  have  always  been  very  tender  of  giving  your 
Grace  any  trouble,  yett  I  thinke  it  my  duty,  having  this  op- 
portunity of  a  fafe  conveyance,  to  acquaint  you  with  one 
particular,  which  happened  at  Bath,  and  to  begge  your  advice 
for  the  future.  When  His  Majefty  was  at  Bath  there  was  a 
great  healing,  and  without  any  warning,  unlefle  by  a  flying 
report :  the  office  was  performed  in  the  Church,  between  the 
houres  of  prayer.  I  had  not  time  to  remonftrate,  and  if  I  had 
done  it,  it  would  have  had  no  effect,  but  only  to  provoke  : 
befides  I  found  it  had  been  done  in  other  churches  before, 
and  I  know  no  place  but  the  Church  which  was  capable  to 
receive  fo  great  a  multitude  as  came  for  cure :  upon  which 
confideration  I  was  wholly  paffive.  But  being  well  aware 
what  advantage  the  Romanifts  take  from  the  leaft  feeming 
complyances,  I  took  occafion  on  Sunday  from  the  Gofpell, 
the  fubject  of  which  was  the  Samaritan,  to  difcourfe  of  Charity, 
which  I  faid  ought  to  be  the  religion  of  the  whole  world, 
wherein  Samaritan  and  Jew  were  to  agree,  and  though  we 
could  not  open  the  Church-doores  to  a  worfhip  different  from 
that  we  paid  to  God,  yett  we  mould  alwayes  fett  them  open 
to  a  common  worke  of  Charity,  becaufe,  in  performing 
mutuall  offices  of  Charity  one  to  another,  there  ought  to  be 
an  univerfall  agreement. 

"  This  was  the  fubftance  ot  what  I  faid  upon  that  action, 
which  I  humbly  fubmitt  to  your  Grace's  Judgement ;  and  it 
was  the  beft  expedient  I  could  thinke  of,  to  prevent  giving 
fcandall  to  our  owne  people,  and  to  obviate  all  the  mifrepre- 
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fentations  the  Romanifts  might  make  of  fuch  a  connivance. 
I  am  very  fenfible  of  your  Grace's  burthen,  and  doe  befeech 
Almighty  Goodnefle  to  fupport  you  under  it.  And  I  earneftly 
crave  your  Bleffing,  being  ambitious  of  nothing  more  than  to 
be  one  of  the  meaneft  of  your  Companions  in  the  Kingdome 
and  Patience  of  Jefus. 

"  My  good  Lord, 

"  Your  Grace's  moft  obedient  Son  and 
humble  Servant, 

"  THO.  BATH  AND  WELLS.* 
"  Aug.  z6th,  1687." 

We  fee  in  this  letter  the  courageous  fpirit  of  a 
primitive  Bifhop,  deeply  concerned  for  all  under  his 
care,  unceafingly  watchful  and  active,  yet  without 
contention ;  guided  by  a  holy  prudence, — and  fen- 
fitive  to  any  mifconftruction  that  might  wound  the 
integrity  of  the  Church,  now  put  in  peril  by  the 
higheft  authority  of  the  land. 

Here  may  be  appropriately  noticed  two  other  letters 
of  Ken,  addrefled  a  fhort  time  afterwards  to  Arch- 
bifhop  Sancroft;  one  dated  the  ift  of  October,  1687, 
which  exhibits  fome  of  the  difficulties  that  he  had  to 
overcome  in  the  management  of  his  diocefe ; 

"  ALL  GLORY  BE  TO  GOD. 
"  Moft  Reverend  Father,  and  my  very  good  Lord, 

"  I  had  made  my  acknowledgments  fooner  to  your  Grace 
for  the  favour  of  your  letter,  but  that  I  delay'd  them  on  pur- 
pofe,  hoping  to  have  fent  them  by  another  hand.  In  the  affair 
I  mentioned  in  my  laft,  I  acted  according  to  the  beft  of  my 
judgment,  and  that  I  might  give  no  occafion  to  any  more  of 

*  Bodleian  Tanner  MSS.,  vol.xxix.  p.  65. 
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thofe  mifreprefentations,  under  which  I  have  fo  often,  and  fo 
undefervedly  lay'n.  The  copy  which  I  have  by  me  I  will 
take  care  to  fend  by  my  Secretary,  who,  God  willing,  is  to 
be  in  Towne  at  the  Terme.  There  are  fome  particulars, 
efpecially  thofe  which  relate  to  Faculties,  which  by  experience 
I  find  not  practicable,  and  many  of  the  Cures  in  my  DiocefTe 
are  fo  very  fmall,  that  I  am  very  glad  to  gett  a  fober  perfon 
to  fupply  them,  though  he  is  not  a  Graduate  ;  but  as  for 
Ordinations,  Your  Grace  may  be  aflured  that  I  endeavour  all 
I  can  to  lay  hands  fuddenly  on  no  man.  I  am  very  fenfible 
of  the  charitable  opinion  you  are  pleafed  to  have  of  me,  and 
the  favourable  conftruction  you  make  of  my  actions  :  God 
grant  I  may  in  fome  meafure  anfwer  your  Grace's  juft  ex- 
pectations. I  befeech  God  of  His  infinite  goodnefle,  and  in 
mercy  to  His  poore  Church,  to  give  you  a  fuper-effluence  of 
His  H.  Spirit,  to  aflift  and  fupport  you,  and  I  humbly  begge 
your  benediction. 

"  My  good  Lord, 
"  Your  Grace's  moft  obedient  Son  and  Servant, 

"  THO.  BATH  AND  WELLS."  * 

The  other  letter,  dated  5th  December,  1687,  is  a 
meek  apology  to  the  Archbimop  for  having  incurred 
his  difpleafure  about  fome  paper,  which  had  not  been 
returned  to  him : 

"  ALL  GLORY  BE  TO  GOD. 
"  My  very  good  Lord, 

"  The  entire  veneration  I  have  ever  had  for  your  Grace 
makes  your  difpleafure  the  more  afflicting,  efpecially  fo  great 
a  difpleafure  againft  me,  as  your  letter  exprefles,  and  that  too 
for  fuch  a  crime  which  I  abhorre,  no  lefs  than  infincere  deal- 
ing, and  in  the  whole,  I  am  fo  unhappy  as  to  be  fuppofed 

*  Profe  Works  of  Ken,  by  Round,  p.  39,  from  the  Tanner  MSS., 
vol.xxix.  p.  79. 
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guilty  by  your  Grace,  and  to  be  treated  by  you  as  if  I  were. 
But  I  hope  your  Grace  will  have  that  charity  for  me,  to 
believe  me  when  I  with  all  humble  fubmiffion  acquaint  you, 
that  I  never  had  the  originall  you  mention.  And  if  I  had  had 
it,  I  know  not  the  leaft  temptation  imaginable  I  could  have 
had  to  have  detained  it.  The  onely  copy  I  had  I  have  fent, 
and  I  thought  it  was  the  fame  you  meant,  having,  as  I  under- 
ftood  your  letter,  loft  the  other  :  and  I  fent  it  through  the 
Biftiop  of  Ely,  becaufe  I  was  tender  of  giving  you  the  trouble 
of  a  letter  which  might  be  fpared,  and  I  fent  it  with  a  particular 
circumftance  of  duty  to  your  Grace,  that  my  old  friend  muft 
needs  be  very  forgetfull,  if  he  gave  no  better  account  who  it 
was  that  brought  it,  or  how  it  came  to  his  hands.  I  confefTe 
I  mould  have  fent  your  paper  fooner,  and  fo  I  had  done,  had 
not  the  perfons  with  whome  my  Secretary  was  to  tranfa6l 
bufmefle  difappointed  us,  and  this,  if  it  be  a  fault,  I  prefume 
is  a  venial  one.  But  how  much  foever  afTured  I  am  of  my 
owne  innocence,  rather  than  tyre  you  with  a  tedious  vindica- 
tion of  myfelfe,  I  choofe  to  begge  your  pardon,  as- well  as 
your  benediction. 

"  My  good  Lord, 
"  Your  Grace's  moft  obedient  Son  and  Servant, 

"  THO.  BATH  AND  WELLS.* 
"December  5th,  1687." 

The  difficulty  of  finding  fit  Clergymen,  of  which 
Ken  complains,  was  then  very  general  in  the  Church, 
and  was  one  caufe  of  the  laxity  of  difcipline,  which 
was  the  frequent  fubjecl:  of  regret  in  the  correfpon- 
dence  of  the  Bifhops  with  Bancroft.  I  have  felected 
the  following  anonymous  letter  to  the  Archbimop, 
becaufe  it  gives  fuch  a  true  picture  of  the  unfatif- 


*  Profe  Works  of  Ken,  by  Round,  p.  40,  from  the  Tanner  MSS.  in 
the  Bodleian,  vol.  xxix.  p.  117. 
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factory  performance  of  the  fervices  of  the  Church  at 
this  period: 

"  May  it  pleafe  your  Grace, 

"  Tho'  I  chufe  at  prefent  to  wait  upon  you  in  difguife,  and 
to  fpeak  from  behind  the  curtain  (which  among  other  reafons 
I  do,  that  I  may  not  be  fufpected  of  vainglory,  or  of  having 
any  defign  or  intereft  to  ferve  by  this  Addrefs,  but  what  is 
honeft),  yet  I  come  with  as  great  purity  of  intention  as  a 
dying  Penitent  unloads  the  burden  of  his  confcience  into  the 
bofom  of  his  Confefibr. 

"  It  will  be  enough  for  your  Grace  to  know  thus  much  of 
me,  that  I  am  a  member  and  a  Prieft  of  the  eftablifht  Church 
of  England,  which  I  have  for  feveral  years  endeavoured  to 
ferve,  by  my  life,  and  by  my  difcourfes  from  the  pulpit  and 
the  prefs,  and  'tis  my  zeal  for  her  Honour,  next  to  that  of  her 
deareft  Lord,  that  has  made  me  conquer  all  reluctance  I  had, 
to  put  this  letter  into  your  Grace's  hand. 

"  '  Tas  been  my  trouble,  and  'tis  now  my  complaint,  to  fee 
fo  many  of  her  pious  and  primitive  cuftoms  and  inftitutions 
moft  deplorably  neglected  all  round  about  me,  in  the  country 
where  I  live,  and  that  I  fuppofe  more  than  in  other  places, 
of  the  truth  of  which  I  have  at  leaft  a  moral  certainty. 

"  I.  The  obfervation  of  her  Feftivals  is  fo  neglected,  that 
fcarce  any  of  my  neighbours  do  fo  much  as  bid  them,  or  give 
notice  of  them :  and  myfelf  (to  my  trouble)  have  been  efteemed 
a  perfbn  of  fingularity  for  fb  doing. 

"  2.  The  Fafts  of  the  Church  fo  totally  forgotten,  that  even 
Afh-Wednefday  and  Good  Friday  are  fcarce  known  by  the 
people,  or  taken  notice  of  by  the  Prieft.  Tho  if  none  elfe, 
yet  methinks,  thefe  two  mould  have  a  little  more  of  our 
notices.  Your  Grace  has  doubtlefs  obferved  that  a  late 
Author*  afcribes  the  prefervation  of  Chriftianity  (next  to  the 
miraculous  and  gracious  Providence  of  God)  in  the  Eaftern 

*  Dr.  Smith's  Account  of  the  Greek  Church,  p.  18. 
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Church,  to  the  ftrict  and  religious  obfervation  of  the  Feftivals 
and  Fafts  of  the  Church  :  This  (fays  he)  being  the  happy 
and  blefled  effect  of  thefe  antient  and  pious  inftitutions,  the 
total  neglect  of  which,  would  foon  introduce  ignorance,  and  a 
fenfible  decay  of  piety  and  religion  in  other  countrys  befides 
thofe  of  the  Levant. 

"  3.  The  neglect  of  reading  the  prayers  at  leaft  Wednefdays 
and  Fridays. — I  humbly  conceive  that  a  particular  injunction 
for  the  revival  of  that  cuftom,  or  rather  for  the  obfervation  of 
that  Canon,  would  be  a  feafonable  countermine  to  the  defigns 
of  the  fchifmatical  Lecturers  on  thofe  days. 

"  4.  With  deference  to  your  Grace,  I  conceive  it  would 
make  very  much  for  the  honour  of  the  Church,  and  for  the 
beauty  and  folemnity  of  divine  worfhip,  if  the  Communion 
Service,  were  ordered  by  a  particular  command,  to  be  read  at 
its  proper  place,  the  Communion  table,  and  that  conftantly 
every  Sunday,  which  is  fcarce  obferved  by  one  Perfon  in  this 
country,  and  the  Table  generally  is  not  fo  much  as  cover'd 
on  Sundays. 

"  5.  When  there  is  a  Sacrament  then  there  is  a  moft 
univerfal  neglect  of  collecting  the  alms  at  the  Offertory  : 
infomuch  that  the  people  generally  know  nothing  of  it.  And 
as  by  the  divine  aid  I  have  revived  that  primitive  cuftom  in 
my  own  Parifh,  fo  I  believe  an  injunction  from  your  Grace 
down  to  us  would  yet  be  fuccefsfull. 

"  My  Lord,  tho'  to  my  grief  I  have  a  fufficient  affurance 
that  thefe  things  are  true,  yet  I  mention  them  not  to  the 
difreputation  of  my  Diocefan,  or  Arch-Deacon  :  For  whom 
no  man  in  the  Diocefe  of  Exon,  or  Arch-Deaconry  of  Barn- 
ftable,  has  a  greater  love  and  veneration  than  my  felf. 

"  My  Lord,  tho'  the  bringing  a  reprefentation  of  thefe 
things  before  your  Grace  be  a  greater  indication  of  the  love 
than  the  wifdom  of  the  Informer ;  yet  I  hope  my  zeal  for 
this  excellent  part  of  the  Catholic  Church  will  attone  for  an 
inftance  of  Indifcretion  :  And  alfo  be  an  occafion  of  my  being 

c  c 
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put  into  your  Grace's  Litanys,  which  is  humbly  and  earneftly 
defired  by 

"  Your  Grace's  moft  affectionate  honerer,  and 
dutifull  and  faithfully  devoted  Servant, 

"  THEOPHILUS.* 
"  Devon.  Sep.  i.  1687." 


*  Tanner  MSS.,  vol.  xxix.  fol.  71.  Dr.  Thomas  Lamplugh,  after- 
wards Archbifhop  of  York,  held  the  fee  of  Exeter,  when  this  letter  was 
written.  For  fome  particulars  concerning  him,  fee  Burnet's  Reign  of 
James  II.,  by  Dr.  Routh,  pp.257,  375,  504:  Macaulay's  Hiftory  of 
England,  vol.  ii.  p.  497:  Reliquiae  Baxterianas,  part  iii.  p.  178:  Dean 
Comber's  Memoirs,  pp.  267,  283-4,  29%- 
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CHAPTER   XV. 

The  King  perfeveres  in  his  meafures  for  the  eftablijhment  of 
Romanifm — Ken's  jermon  at  Whitehall,  for  which  he  is 
reproved  by  James — His  firm  reply. 

HE  year  1688  dawned  upon  England 
as  the  morning  of  an  eventful  ftruggle. 
Juft  a  century  before,  Philip  of  Spain 
had  threatened  the  religion  and  liberties 
of  our  country.  But  how  different 
then  was  the  fpirit  of  the  fovereign !  Elizabeth,  de- 
voted to  the  honour  and  interefts  of  the  Kingdom, 

O  ' 

and  zealous  for  the  Reformed  faith,  riding  in  ftate  to 
review  her  armies  at  Tilbury,  inflamed  all  England 
to  the  higheft  pitch  of  loyalty  and  patriotifm.  James, 
on  the  other  hand, — a  penfioner  of  France,  refolving 
to  extirpate,  as  an  obftinate  herefy,  the  religion  in 
which  he  had  been  brought  up,  and  to  bend  his  people 
to  an  arbitrary  government, — encamped  his  army  on 
Hounflow  Heath,  that  he  might  over-awe  them  into 
an  unwilling  obedience. 

The  fame  brave  and  vigorous  fpirit  animated  the 
gentlemen,  the  clergy,  and  the  people  of  England  at 
each  crifis.  It  is  no  vain  boaft,  that  in  our  complex 
fyftem  the  character  of  the  Englim  gentry  moulds  and 
governs  fociety.  Whatever  violates  the  fpirit  of  it 
offends  the  public  mind.  The  Prince  himfelf  may 
not  deviate  from  it ; — the  lower  clafles  know  how  to 
appreciate  it  in  thofe  who  are  above  them,  and  confefs 
to  its  influence ; — the  ariftocracy,  as  a  clafs,  are  its  beft 

c  c   2 
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exemplars.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  in  every  rank  of 
life  we  have  many  fhades  of  evil :  in  all  nations  the 
depraved  will,  the  felfimnefs  of  the  human  heart,  the 
deadening  power  of  indulgence,  exercife  a  fearful 
fway.  Still,  the  character  of  the  Englifh  Gentleman 
is  a  national  character :  it  may  not,  perhaps,  be  eafily 
defined :  but  it  forms  the  ftandard  to  which  all  afpire  ; 
it  is  a  title  without  which  the  nobleman  is  not  truly 
noble,  and  the  denial  of  which  is  the  greateft  infult 
that  can  be  offered  to  an  Englifhman. 

Again,  throughout  the  land,  whether  we  regard 
rank,  wealth,  education,  power  of  intellect,  purity  of 
life,  enlarged  charity,  the  fpirit  of  forbearance,  the 
noifelefs  tenour  of  a  Chriftian  courfe,  devoted  loyalty, 
confiftent  patriotifm, — it  will  be  found  that  the  Church 
of  England  (in  its  clofe  union  of  Clergy  and  Laity) 
is  the  fanctuary  of  England,  the  poor  man's  refuge,— 
the  rich  man's  fecurity,  the  JEgis  of  the  throne.  To 
all  this  James  was  utterly  infenfible :  his  every  mea- 
fure  was  oppofed  to  the  vigorous  good  fenfe  that 
characterized  his  people.  He  was  completely  under 
the  dominion  of  a  flock  of  foreign  priefts  and  Jefuits, 
who  vied  with  each  other  in  driving  him  forward  to  a 
pure  defpotifm,  as  the  fureft  means  of  eftablifhing  a 
Popifh  rule,  diftafteful  to  the  vaft  majority  of  the 
nation.* 

*  The  following  ftatement  of  the  number  of  Papifts  in  England,  at 
this  time,  will  enable  us  to  judge  of  the  hopeleflhefs  of  their  cafe  : — 

"THE  TELLING  OF  NOSES  ;  or,  the  Number  of  Freeholders  in  Eng- 
land, according  to  Sir  W[illiam]  P[etty],  1688. 

Conformifts.      Nonconf.         Papifts. 

T     .,  .          c  (  Cant.  .  2,123,162  Qlii^i  11,878 

In  the  province  of  4  ..    . 

(  York  .      353>892  i5»525  ',978 

In  both  .  2,477,254          108,676  13*856 
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At  this  period  it  was  that  Ken,  once  more,  and  for 
the  laft  time,  was  appointed  to  preach  the  Lent  fermon. 
It  feems  ftrange  that  one  fo  conftant  to  the  interefts 
of  the  Anglican  Church,  fo  brave  in  her  defence,  fo 
uncompromifing  in  the  exercife  of  the  paftoral  autho- 
rity, fo  unlikely  to  flatter,  or  to  fpare,  mould  be 
permitted,  at  fuch  a  crifis,  to  denounce  the  errors  of 
the  Court  religion,  even  within  the  King's  Chapel. 
He  came  to  London,  that  he  might  take  his  pre- 
fcribed  duty  on  "  Paflion  Sunday,"  the  ift  of  April, 
1688. 

The  knowledge  that  he  was  to  be  the  Preacher 
drew  together  a  vaft  concourfe  of  perfons,  eager  in 
this  moment  of  excitement  to  hear  the  moft  eloquent 
of  men,  who  would  be  fure  to  make  a  bold  fland  for 
the  rights  of  the  Church.  Fearful  accounts  had 
come  over  of  the  defpotifm  eftablifhed  in  Ireland  by 
the  new  Lord  Lieutenant,  Tyrconnel.  We  may  form 
fome  judgment  of  this  from  the  recklefs  meafures  to 
which  he  inftigated  the  Irifh  Parliament  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  when  they  pafTed  an  Act  to  attaint  two 
Archbimops,  one  Duke,  feventeen  Earls,  feven  Coun- 


Conf. 2,477,254 

Nonconf. 108,676 

Together a,585>93° 

Papifts n,856 

In  all  England  . .  2,599,786 

According  to  which  account  the  proportion  of 

Conformifts  to  Nonconformifts  is 22* 

Conformifts  to  Papifts  is  «. .  178)° 

Conf.  and  Nonconf.  together  to  Papifts  is  i86§ 

*  Tanner  MSS.,  vol.  xxviii.  fol.  7. 
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tefles,  eighteen  Barons,  thirty-three  Baronets,  fifty- 
one  Knights,  eighty- three  Clergymen,  two  thoufand 
and  eighty-two  Efquires  and  Gentlemen  ; — all  of  them 
without  a  hearing  adjudged  guilty  of  high  treafon,  and 
declared  worthy  to  fuffer  the  pains  of  forfeiture  and 
death.*  The  King  already  feemed  prepared  for  the 
fame  meafures  in  Ireland,  as  Louis  had  perpetrated 
towards  the  Huguenots  in  France.  He  foon  after- 
wards employed  thofe  two  French  barbarians,  Rofen 
and  Mammo,  who  had  dragooned  the  Proteftants  of 
Languedoc,  and  afterwards  commanded  the  maflacres 
before  Derry. 

Every  faithful  paftor,  therefore,  was  bound  to  wit- 
nefs  for  the  truth  of  the  Anglican  Church, — to  run  all 
rifks,  that  he  might  keep  the  people  ftedfaft  to  their 
faith.  Ken  could  not  be  indifferent  or  paflive  in  fuch 
an  emergency  :  he  might  be  refponfible,  in  his  meafure, 
for  the  ruin  of  all  he  held  moft  dear,  if  he  abftained 
from  explicitly  warning  his  hearers  of  the  prefent  dan- 
ger. His  part  was  not  to  preach  up  rebellion  againft 
the  royal  authority,  but  to  inculcate  firmnefs  of  pur- 
pofe,  and  penitence  for  the  public  fins,  which  had 
called  down  the  prefent  judgments  upon  the  nation. 
The  fcene  in  the  Chapel  at  Whitehall  on  this  occafion 
was  an  extraordinary  one.  "  The  Morning  Sermon 
was  preached  by  Dr.  Stillingfleet,  on  the  loth  Luke, 
41,  42.  The  Holy  Communion  followed;  but  was 
fo  interrupted  by  the  rude  breaking  in  of  multitudes, 
zealous  to  hear  the  Jecond  Jermon  to  be  preached  (in  the 

*  The  State  of  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland,  under  the  late  King 
James's  Government.  By  Dr.Willam  King,  Archbimop  of  Dublin. — 
4-to,  3rd  Edition,  1691. 
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afternoon  fervice)  by  the  Biflwp  of  Bath  and  Wells^  that 
the  latter  part  of  that  Holy  Office  could  hardly  be 
heard,  or  the  facred  elements  be  diftributed  without 
great  trouble."*  The  doors  of  the  Chapel  were  not 
clofed  between  the  fervices,  owing  to  the  crowds  who 
prefTed  in  before  the  time  to  fecure  feats.  At  length 
the  Princefs  Ann,  with  her  attendants,  having  at  the 
appointed  hour  taken  her  place  in  the  Royal  Gallery, 
on  the  left  hand  of  the  King's  Chair,  which  was 
empty,  and  the  prayers  being  ended,  the  Bimop  went 
up  into  the  pulpit.  "  He  preached  on  yth  Micah, 
8.  9.  io,t  defcribing  the  calamity  of  the  Reformed 
Church  of  Judah  under  the  Babylonian  perfecution, 
for  her  fins,  and  God's  delivery  of  her,  on  her  repent- 
ance; that,  as  Judah  emerg'd,  fo  mould  the  now 
Reform'd  Church,  wherever  infulted  and  perfecuted. 
He  preacb'd  with  his  accuftomed  a£tion>  zealy  and 
energy  ;  Jo  that  people  flock  'd  from  all  quarters  to  hear 


The  principal  points  of  his  difcourfe  were  the  fins 
of  the  "  Reformed  Church  of  Judah"  —  her  permitted 
fufferings  under  the  Babylonim  captivity  ;  the  re- 
proachful joy  of  the  Edomites  at  her  defolation  ;  her 
repentance  under  this  vifitation  ;  her  patient  fubmif- 
fion,  and  confidence  that  God  would  one  day  plead 
her  caufe  ;  the  judgments  executed  on  Belmazzar, 


*   Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.ii.  p.  272. 

f  "  Rejoice  not  againji  me,  O  mine  enemy ;  'when  I  fall,  IJball  arife ; 
when  I  Jit  in  darknefs,  the  Lord  Jball  be  a  light  unto  me.  I  --will  bear  the 
indignation  of  the  Lord,  becaufe  I  have  finned  again/}  Him,  until  He  plead 
my  caufe,  and  execute  judgement  for  me:  He  'will  bring  me  forth  to  the 
light,  and  IJJiall  behold  His  Rigbteoufnefs . 

J   Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.ii.  p.  273. 
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and  his  idolatrous  Court ;  the  punifhment  inflicted  on 
the  apoftate  Edomites,  by  the  hands  of  the  very 
Babylonians,  whom  they  had  encouraged  and  affifted 
againft  her; — the  deliverance  of  Judah  from  her 
captivity ;  and  laftly  her  joy  in  being  brought  by 
God  to  his  true  light,  and  permitted  to  behold  His 
righteoufnefs,  which  made  penitent,  patient,  Reformed 
Judah  not  only  victorious,  but  triumphant. 

Under  the  figure  of  Reformed  Judah  was  repre- 
fented  the  Church  of  England ;  the  Babylonians  were 
the  Romanifts,  the  Edomites  the  DifTenters :  the 
national  fins  of  Judah,  —  her  calamities  under  the 
yoke  of  her  enemies,  —  her  repentance  and  fubmif- 
fion, — her  deliverance  and  triumph,  are  held  out  to 
"  Proteftant  Reformed  England  "  as  her  warning,  her 
instruction,  and  her  confolation. 

The  Bifhop  could  not  be  unconfcious  of  the  dangers 
attendant  on  the  fubject  he  had  chofen.  The  King 
had  peremptorily  forbid  the  clergy  to  preach  on  the 
controverfies  of  the  day:  he  was  at  that  moment 
attending  mafs  in  another  part  of  the  palace ;  but 
would  be  fure  to  hear  of  all  that  pafTed.  Neverthelefs 
Ken  had  a  duty  to  difcharge,  higher  than  obedience 
to  any  earthly  authority,  and  though  it  had  been  at 
the  hazard  of  his  life,  he  dared  not  fhrink  from  it. 

He  opens  at  once  on  the  meaning  and  fcope  of  the 
text.  "  Every  one  that  hears  this  pafTage  of  Scrip- 
ture will  foon  perceive  what  the  Prophet  intends, 
namely  a  reprefentation  of  the  Church  of  Judah 
under  the  Babylonifh  Captivity."  He  then  mows 
how  the  Prophets  of  old  were  wont  to  declare  boldly 
the  counfels  of  God,  and  alludes  to  the  abfence  of  the 
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King,  which    expofed    the    preacher  to    the    rifle  of 
having  his  words  mifreprefented  : 

"  As  the  Prophet  dire&ed  his  difcourfe  to  the  Church,  to 
the  Reformed  Church  in  general,  fo  he  applied  himfelf  to  all 
degrees  of  men  in  particular.  He  preach'd  not  only  to  the 
people,  and  to  the  priefts,  but  to  the  Court ;  4  to  the  beads  of 
the  Houfe  of  Jacob,  and  to  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of Ifrael :' 
nay,  to  King  Hezeklah  himfelf;  In  whofe  prefence  he  delivered 
that  direful  Prophefy,  warning  the  King  and  the  Court  of  the 
danger  of  national  fins, — of  the  national  judgements  they  would 
certainly  bring  dozun,  unlefs  prevented  by  a  national  repent- 
ance." 

"  It  was  a  bold  undertaking  to  denounce  God's  judgements 
to  the  King,  and  to  the  Court ;  and  to  tell  them  that  the 
King's  palace,  and  that  the  whole  city  of  Jerufalem  fhould 
be  ploughed,  mould  be  utterly  deftroyed  :  fuch  mortifying 
fubje&s  as  thefe,  Courts,  above  all  others,  are  not  willing  to 
hear  of.  But  true  Prophets,  in  the  delivery  of  their  mejfages, 
fear  none  but  God,  and  dare  fay  anything  that  God  commands 
them.  And  there  are  times  when  Prophets  cannot,  mujl  not, 
keep  filence ;  when  the  watchmen  ought  to  blnv  the  trumpet,  to 
give  the  warning  of  repentance  to  the  whole  land;  or  if  the  land 
will  not  take  the  warning,  to  free  their  own  fouls."" 

"  Amos  was  originally  neither  Prophet  nor  Prophet's  fon, 
but  a  poor  herdman  of  Tekoa  ;  *  yet  when  God  fent  him,  he 
had  courage  from  above  to  prophefy  again/}  Ifrael,  againft  King 
Jeroboam,  and  again/I  the  worjhip  of  the  Calves ;  to  prophefy 
terrible  things,  EVEN  AT  BETHEL,  WHICH  WAS  THE  KING'S 
CHAPEL,  AND  THE  KING'S  COURT;  and  to  prophefy  in  fpite 
of  Amaziah,  the  prieft  of  Bethel,  who  falfely  accufed  him  to 
Jeroboam  for  *  confpiring  againft  him  ; '  adding  '  that  the  land 
was  not  able  to  bear  all  his  words :'  as  if  a  true  zeal  for  God 
had  been  rebellion  againft  the  King." 

*  This  is  in  reference  to  his  own  elevation  from  a  humble  ftation  to 
the  Epifcopal  chair. 
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Speaking  of  the  Prophet,  whofe  words  wrought  fo 
fuccefsfully  on  Hezekiah,  he  exclaims, 

"  Happy  was  it  for  the  King  that  he  fo  devoutly  attended 
to  the  Prophet :  happy  was  it  for  the  Prophet  that  he  had  the 
opportunity  of  preaching  to  the  King  himfelf.  Had  he  preached 
thefe  fevere,  though  neceflary,  truths  in  another  congregation, 
where  a  fort  of  men,  fuch  as  the  Pfalmift  complains  of,  came 
on  purpofe  to  wrejt  his  words^  and  with  thoughts  again/I  him 
for  evil,  what  tragical  relations  had  been  made  of  his  fermon  ! 
But  the  Prophet  was  fafe  under  the  King's  gracious  protec- 
tion, and  in  having  the  King  himfelf  for  his  auditor,  who 
being  like  an  angel  of  God,  liked  the  preacher  the  better  for 
the  confcientious  difcharge  of  his  prophetick  duty." 

He  thus  defcribes  the  Babylonians ; 

"  They  were  cruel,  and  would  mow  no  mercy ;  a  bitter 
and  hafty  nation,  terrible  and  dreadful,  and  very  heavily  laid 
their  yoke  on  God's  people.  I  need  fay  no  more  of  them 
than  this,  that  St.  John,  when  he  was  to  draw  a  prophetick 
defcription  of  the  Great  Antichrift  under  the  Gofpel,  was 
directed  by  the  Spirit  of  God  to  make  Babylon  the  Type, 
and  to  paint  fcriptural  Babylon  in  the  colours  of  the  temporal ; 
as  if  no  nation  under  heaven  were  infamous  and  wicked 
enough  to  furnifh  him  with  idolatry  and  pride,  and  unclean- 
nefs,  and  covetoufnefs,  and  cruelty,  and  impiety  in  full  per- 
fection, fit  to  refemble  the  Man  of  Sin,  but  only  the  Babylo- 
nian." 

Of  the  Edomites,  he  fays, 

"  They  were  the  children  of  Efau,  and  originally  of  the 
fame  blood,  and  of  the  fame  religion  with  Judah,  though  they 
revolted  from  the  Church  of  God.  And  thefe  feemed  to 
have  derived  from  Efau,  their  father,  his  perverfenefs,  which 
he  remarkably  fhow'd  to  his  aged  mother ;  infomuch  that 
Jofephus  gives  them  this  character,  that  '  they  were  a  turbu- 
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lent  and  unruly  nation,  always  prone  to  commotions,  and 
rejoicing  in  changes.'  But  their  animofity  againft  Judah 
feemed  to  be  hereditary ;  the  lofs  of  the  Birth-right,  and  of 
the  blefling  in  their  father,  entail'd  revenge  on  all  his  pofterity. 
And  they  were  all  along  the  natural  enemies  of  the  children 
of  Jacob.  And  when  they  faw  Judah  aflaulted  by  the 
Babylonians,  they  fided  with  Judah's  enemies,  and  thirfted 
to  have  a  mare  in  the  deftru&ion  of  God's  Church.  So  that 
the  Edomite  was  an  enemy  as  mercilefs,  and  as  implacable, 
as  the  very  Babylonian.  Such  were  the  enemies  of  afflicted 
Judah  ;  and  God  in  his  juft  indignation  againft  Judah's  fins, 
gave  both  thefe  enemies  their  defir'd  fuccefs ;  fuccefs  that 
was  able  to  fatiate  the  moft  impetuous  and  revengeful 
cruelty." 

He  exhibits  great  copioufnefs  of  invention  in 
describing  the  condition  of  Reformed  Judah,  under 
three  feveral  afpects,  f '  like  a  Captive,  like  a  Penitent, 
and  like  a  Conqueror."  In  the  midft  of  her  oppref- 
fion  and  fufferings  fhe  cries  out ; 

"  Rejoice  not  againft  me^  O  ye  Babylonians ;  remember  that 
the  Moft  High  ruleth  in  the  kingdom  of  men,  and  giveth  it 
to  whomfoever  He  will.  He  only  is  the  God  of  battle,  the 
fble  Arbiter  of  peace  and  war,  and  can  in  one  minute  turn 
the  whole  torrent  of  calamity  on  you  :  and  fo  He  certainly 
will ;  for  the  Prophets  that  foretold  my  Captivity,  have  alfo 
promis'd  and  foretold  my  Deliverance  :  and  the  very  fame 
Prophets  have  threatened  miferies  much  more  dreadful  to 
befall  you  ;  miferies,  to  which  no  relief  is  promis'd,  to  which 
nothing  is  foretold  but  outrageous  defpair.  The  burthen 
which  God  will  lay  on  Babylon  mail  fink  her  much  lower 
than  captive  Judah  is  now ;  when  the  meafure  of  her 
covetoufnefs  is  full,  her  end  will  then  come.  And  it  is 
filling  apace,  if  not  brim-ful  already.  Judah's  Calamity  has 
a  determinate  period  ;  it  (hall  laft  but  70  years  at  the  longeft  ; 
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but  Babylon's  fhall  be  eternal :  therefore  rejoice  not  again/I 
me,  O  ye  Babylonians. 

"  Rejoice  not,  O  ye  Edomites ;  for  in  infulting  over  me,  ye 
infult  over  your  own  miferies,  as  well  as  mine.  Our  God 
has  commanded  the  Jew  not  to  abhor  an  Edomite  ;  for  he  is 
his  Brother.  Why  mould  not  this  command  be  mutually 
obferved  on  both  fides  ?  Why  mould  the  Edomite  abhor 
his  brother  Jew?  If  both  fides  had  been  to  blame,  why  jhould 
not  their  common  danger  have  reconciled  them  ?  Ah  !  had 
Judah  and  Edom  reviv'd  that  brotherly  affection  which, 
before  the  lofs  of  the  birth-right,  harbour'd  in  the  breafts  of 
their  fathers,  Jacob  and  Efau ;  had  they  both  joined  for  the 
common  fafety  againft  the  Babylonian,  the  common  enemy,  humanly 
fpeaking,  both  might  have  preferv'd  their  liberty :  but  Edom 
will  be  an  eafy  prey  to  the  Babylonian,  now  her  neighbour  Judah 
is  led  captive.  Rejoice  not,  then,  again/I  captive  Judah ;  fence 
every  wound  you  give  to  Judah  makes  Edom  bleed." 

With  equal  force  and  truth  he  reprefents  the  very 
firm  confidence  and  faith  of  penitent  Judah  in  her 
Captivity,  looking  to  God's  tendernefs  and  mercy  for 
deliverance,  though  His  countenance  feemed,  for  a 
while,  to  be  withdrawn  from  her  : 

"  Nor  was  Judah  only  confident  of  deliverance,  but  or 
fupport  alfo  in  the  meantime  :  '  when  I  fit  in  darknefs,  the 
Lord  will  be  a  light  unto  me  ! '  And  this  confidence  was 
grounded  on  the  ufual  conduct  of  propitious  Providence.  For 
in  Micah,  and  the  reft  of  the  Prophets,  when  God  denounces 
judgements  againft  His  people,  His  threats  are  intermingled 
with  promifes  of  bleflings,  either  temporal  or  evangelical. 
Well,  then,  might  penitent  Judah  fay,  '  when  I  fit  in  dark- 
nefs the  Lord  will  be  a  light  unto  me.'  When  I  am  depriv'd 
of  all  the  comforts  of  life,  abandon'd  by  all  worldly  fuccours  ;  * 


*  This  paffage  became  applicable  to  himfelf  when  he  was  deprived 
of  his  Biftioprick. 
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when  God  Himfelf  feems  to  defert  me,  and  fuffer  me  to 
lie  70  years  together  in  a  vexatious  captivity ;  when 
God  feems  c  to  cover  Himfelf  with  a  cloud,  that  my  prayer 
fhould  not  pafs  through  j '  then  will  the  Lord  be  a  light  unto 
me ;  at  midnight  I  mail  fee  a  clear  funfhine.  In  the  mul- 
titude of  the  forrows  I  mail  then  have  in  my  heart,  God's 
comforts  mail  refrefh  my  foul.  My  infulting  enemies  hinder 
my  other  friends,  but  cannot  hinder  God,  who  is  my  beft 
friend,  from  vifiting  me.  When  poor,  captive,  exile,  penitent 
Judah,  lies  chain'd  in  a  Babylonifh  dungeon,  dark  as  Hell ; 
yet  the  rays  of  the  divine  benignity  can  pierce  through  the 
thickeft  darknefs,  to  enlighten  and  revive  me.  My  chains 
will  then  be  more  eligible  than  liberty ;  Babylon  will  make 
me  forget  Sion.  My  very  dungeon  will  be  Heaven  upon 
earth,*  when  I  enjoy  God  there.  No  fad  thought  mall  arife, 
but  I  can  take  fan&uary  in  one  of  His  gracious  promifes, 
which  mail  inftantly  difpel  it.  If  this  be  captivity,  by  be- 
coming a  Babylonifh  flave  to  become  the  Lord's  freeman, 
O  may  my  captivity  laft  not  feventy,  but  feventy  times  feven 
years.  No  time,  O  Lord,  is  long ;  eternity  itfelf  is  not 
tedious,  that  is  fpent  in  thy  fruition.  O  Almighty  Goodnefs, 
Thou  only  canft  make  captivity  defirable :  welcome,  then, 
darknefs  ;  there  will  I  fit,  defiring  to  fee  no  light  but  what 
comes  from  Thy  countenance ;  for  Thou  art  light,  and 
liberty,  and  joy,  and  all  in  all  to  thofe  who,  for  Thy  fake,  are 
content  for  a  while  to  fit  in  darknefs." 

In  this  fimple  faith,  he  exhorts  the  Church  to 
patience,  and  non-refiftance,  waiting  till  the  Lord 
fhould  plead  the  caufe  of  His  Church  : 

*  The  fame  fentiment  is  beautifully  exprefled  in  his  Morning  Hymn, 
"  Heav'n  is,  dear  Lord,  where'er  Thou  art, 
O  never  then  from  me  depart ; 
For  to  my  foul  'tis  Hell  to  be, 
But  for  one  moment,  without  Thee." 

KEN'S  Morning  Hymn. 
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"  God  commanded  Judah  to  ferve  the  King  of  Babylon  ; 
and  aflur'd  them,  that  if  they  ferv'd  him,  they  mould  live. 
And  they  were  to  '  pray  for  the  peace  of  that  city  j  that  in 
the  peace  thereof  they  might  have  peace.'  So  that  all  "Judah 
was  enjoin' 'd  by  God  patient  fubmijjion  to  that  king.  They  were 
to  fubjeft  their  perfons  to  the  Babylonijh  government,  but  not  to 
projlitute  their  confciences  to  the  Babylonijh  idolatry,  whenfoever 
the  commands  of  God,  and  of  the  king  of  Babylon,Jiood  in  com- 
petition. To  have  then  obeyed  the  king  had  not  been  allegiance, 
but  apojlacy.  In  fuch  cafes  the  true  Ifraelites  would  always  be 
Martyrs,  but  never  Rebels ;  they  refolutely  chofe  to  obey  God,  and 
patiently  to  fuffer  the  lions'  den,  the  fiery  furnace,  and  the 
extremity  of  the  King's  difpleaCure."* 

It  is  not  often  that  we  find  in  our  language  a  finer 
fpecimen  of  bold,  and  empaflioned  eloquence  than  his 
rapid  defcription  of  the  punilhment  that  fell  on  the 
Babylonians,  when  the  time  was  come  for  Judah's 
deliverance ; 

"  The  Judgement  God  executed  for  his  people  was  in  all 
circumftances  moft  remarkable.  For  vengeance  furpriz'd 
Babylon,  when  the  great  Belfhazzar,  and  his  court  and  his 
concubines,  were  gorging  themfelves  at  a  luxurious,  idola- 
trous feaft  ;  c  drinking  themfelves  drunk '  in  the  veflels  of  the 
Temple,  and  wallowing  in  their  own  loathfome  vomits.  It 
was  then  the  King  faw  the  fatal  hand-writing  on  the  wall ; 
4  at  which  his  countenance  fell,  and  his  thoughts  troubled 
him,  and  the  joints  of  his  loins  were  loofed,  and  his  knees 
fmote  one  againft  another.'  Then  it  was  in  the  depth  of 


*  His  confiftent  and  undeviating  conduct  afterwards  exaftly  con- 
formed to  this  principle.  His  life  was  in  unifon  with  his  preaching. 
Though  he  never  wrote  any  thing  converfial  on  the  point  of  "  Paffive 
Obedience,"  he  fet  a  praftical  example  of  its  influence,  by  living  in 
feclufion  for  20  years,  as  a  deprived  Bifhop,  rather  than  deny  his 
allegiance. 
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their  fecurity,  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  that  Belfhazzar  was 
flain,  the  city  was  taken,  and  Darius  feized  the  kingdom. 
The  Babylonians  were  deftroyed  in  the  midft  of  a  debauch  ; 
in  the  height  of  their  impiety  they  all  went  drunk  to  Hell, 
and  their  fouls  and  bodies  perifh'd  both  together." 

Then  follows  a  glowing  defcription  of  Judah's 
providential  releafe  from  her  captivity : 

"  Hitherto  fhe  endur'd  a  long  night  of  affliction,  with  fome 
lightfome  gleams  only  to  refrem  her  :  now  God  takes  her  up 
out  of  the  dungeon,  and  brings  her  to  open  day :  and  He 
brings  her  out,  without  any  of  her  own  contrivance,  or 
endeavour ;  without  anything  on  her  part,  but  repentance 
and  patient  fubmiffion  ;  and  on  a  fudden,  to  convince  all  the 
world  it  was  His  own  work,  it  was  the  Lord,  it  was  only  the 
Lord,  who  at  the  expiration  of  70  years,  ftirr'd  up  the  fpirit 
of  Cyrus,  to  make  that  tranfporting,  that  furprifmg  decree  for 
building  the  Temple,  and  for  the  reftoration  of  captive  Judah. 
Then  was  fhe  brought  forth  to  the  light  in  full  fplendour; 
the  dawnings  of  which,  all  along,  were  to  the  faithful  Ifraelites 
the  folace  of  their  captivity,  and  in  all  their  cheerful  intervals 
the  fubjecl:  of  their  fongs  ;  when  they  took  down  their  harps 
from  the  willows,  and  by  the  waters  of  Babylon  ftrove,  with 
the  defcriptions  of  future  Sion,  to  forget  the  paft." 

"  She  faw  herfelf  happy,  and  her  God  moft  juft,  benign 
and  merciful ;  and  her  happinefs  being  founded  on  affliction, 
fhe  relifhed  it  the  better ;  fhe  did  the  better  tafte  and  fee  that 
the  Lord  was  gracious ;  fhe  experimentally  felt,  and  con- 
fefs'd,  and  lov'd,  and  ador'd  'the  righteoumefs  of  God,' 
which  made  penitent,  patient  Judah  not  only  victorious  but 
triumphant.  She  rode  in  triumph  over  the  once  infulting 
Babylon ;  in  triumph,  the  moft  illuftrious  that  ever  was ;  in 
triumph  fuch  as  the  good  angels  kept  above,  at  the  defeat  of 
Lucifer  and  his  apoilate  fpirits,  when  they  faw  the  accurfed 
rebels  falling  headlong  from  Heaven,  down  to  the  place  of 
endlefs  torments,  and  heard  them  fhrieking  and  howling  all 
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the  way  they  fell ;  and  the  loyal  hoft,  in  the  mean  time,  full 
of  the  mighty  joys  of  vi&ory,  exulted  in  the  juft  damnation 
of  the  rebellious  legions,  and  fang  triumphant  hymns  to  the 
JL/ord  of  Hofts,  by  Whofe  arm  they  had  been  conquerors. 
For  thus  the  faithful  triumphed  over  Babylon  :  '  how  art  thou 
fallen  from  Fleaven,  O  Lucifer,  fon  of  the  morning ! '  So 
certain  was  the  victory,  fo  glorious  was  the  triumph,  with 
which  penitent  patient  Judah  was  honour'd  by  God,  who 
was  her  moft  tender  advocate,  to  plead  her  caufe ;  her  moft 
juft  avenger,  to  execute  judgment  for  her  :  her  moft  mighty 
deliverer,  to  bring  her  forth  to  the  light ;  and  her  moft  indul- 
gent patron,  to  make  her  behold  His  righteoufnefs." 

His  hearers  could  not  but  apply  to  the  Romanifts 
and  DifTenters  this  vivid  defcription  of  the  Babylo- 
nians and  Edomites,  to  whom  God,  in  His  juft  indig- 
nation againft  Judah's  fins,  gave  the  power  of  a  long 
oppreflion.  Ken,  however,  did  not  mean  the  applica- 
tion to  be  made  to  them,  other  than  as  a  warning  to 
all  claffes,  left,  identifying  themfelves  with  fuch  per- 
fecutors,  they  mould  partake  of  the  judgments  that 
were  to  follow. 

"  Hitherto,"  he  fays,  "  I  have  only  infifted  on  the  cafe  or 
Judah.  And  in  making  the  application  (fence  we  have  not 
that  happinefs  which  Micah  had,  to  have  the  King  himfelf for 
our  auditor ,  in  whofe  royal  candour  a  faithful  preacher  might 
be  fecure)  to  prevent  all  mifreprefentatiom,  by  which  the  mojl 
innocent  difcourfe,  and  the  very  Scripture  itfelf,  may,  by  infedious 
men,  be  perverted,  and  charged  with  odious  infenuations, — I  be- 
feech  you  to  obferve  that,  as  to  Babylon,  it  lies  in  St.  John's 
Vifions  under  fo  many  deteftable  characters  ;  the  Prophecies 
concerning  it  are  fo  obfcure,  and  the  interpretations  of  them 
are  fo  various,  fome  of  them  fb  uncertain,  fome  of  them  fo 
forc'd,  that  I  confefs  they  are  abftrufeneffes,  which  I  do  not 
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fufficiently  underftand,  and  therefore  forbear  particularly  to 
apply." 

"  As  to  Edom :  their  father  Efau  is  made,  in  the  New 
Teftament,  the  idea  of  a  prophane  perfon,  of  an  apoftate,  of 
one  hated  by  God,  and  of  a  reprobate  :  and  God  forbid  I 
mould  beftow  fuch  names  as  thefe,  on  any  one  communion 
of  Chriftians  whatfoever.  But  if  we  meet  with  any  fuch  in 
the  world,  who  profeffing  Chriftianity  in  words,  do  fo  far  deny 
it  in  their  works,  as  to  reach  thofe  characters  which  the 
Scripture  gives  of  Babylon  and  Edom ;  we  are  to  deplore 
them,  to  pray  to  God  to  turn  their  hearts,  and  to  warn  all 
people  to  come  out  from  them,  that  they  be  not  partakers  of 
their  fins,  and  that  they  receive  not  of  their  plagues.  And 
whenever  fuch  enemies  as  thefe  attempt  the  ruin  of  God's 
Church,  our  Saviour  has  taught  His  followers  how  to  en- 
counter them.  '  Love  your  enemies  ;  blefs  them  that  curfe 
you ;  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you ;  and  pray  for  them  which 
defpitefully  ufe  you,  and  perfecute  you.'  St.  John  has  taught 
all  Chriftians  how  to  overcome  them  ;  c  by  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb,  by  the  word  of  their  teftimony,  and  by  not  loving 
their  lives  unto  the  death.'  Judah  has  taught  all  the  faithful 
how  to  weather  out  a  captivity  under  them,  by  repentance 
and  patient  fubmiffion.  And  my  defign  in  this  difcourfe  is, 
from  penitent,  patient,  Reformed  Judak,  to  draw  an  example 
for  the  Reform'd  Church  of  England^  as  far  as  their  conditions 
may  in  any  way  agree,  to  imitate." 

After  exhorting:  his  hearers,  from  the  example  of 
•penitent  Judah,  to  a  ferious  and  undelayed  Repent- 
ance; and  from  the  example  of  patient  Judah,  to 
fubmiffion  under  all  trials,  he  thus  concludes, 

"  In  a  word,  I  earneftly  exhort  you  to  a  uniform  zeal  for 
the  REFORMATION,  that  as,  blefled  be  God,  you  are  happily 
reform'd  in  your  Faith,  and  in  your  worfhip,  you  would  be- 
come wholly  reform'd  in  your  lives.  From  fuch  a  reformation 

D  D 
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as  this,  we  may  confidently  hope  for  a  bleffing  :  and  whatfo- 
ever  enemies  our  Church  may  at  any  time  have ;  ftiould  they 
be  as  infulting  as  the  Babylonian,  or  as  revengeful  as  the 
Edomite ;  nay  mould  they  for  a  while  be  never  fo  fuccefsful, 
yet  penitent,  patient  REFORM'D  ENGLAND  may  then  fay  with 
penitent  patient  reformed  Judah;  c  Rejoice  not  againft  me,  O 
mine  enemy :  when  I  fall  I  mail  rife ;  when  I  fit  in  darknefs, 
the  Lord  (hall  be  a  light  unto  me.  I  will  bear  the  indignation 
of  the  Lord,  becaufe  I  have  finned  againft  Him ;  until  He 
plead  my  caufe  and  execute  judgment  for  me.  He  will  bring 
me  forth  to  the  light;  and  I  mail  behold  His  Righteoufnefs.' "  * 

The  Court  rang  with  comments  on  this  memorable 
fermon :  Ken  had  foretold,  too  truly,  that  he  would  be 
charged  by  ff  infidious  men"  with  perfonally  reproach- 
ing the  King.  The  deep  and  tender  concern  he  ex- 
preffed  for  the  Reformation,  and  his  fervid  calls  to  a 
holy  dread  and  awe  of  the  national  fins,  were  fo  many 
emphatic  reflections  on  the  enemies  of  the  public 
peace:  they  made  "tragical  relations"  to  the  royal 
ear  of  thefe  "  neceffary  though  fevere  truths."  It 
appears  from  Hawkins's  account  that  "fo  far  did  the 
King  entertain  hopes  of  his  abfolute  obedience  to  his  will 
and  pleafure,  that,  although  many  of  his  fermons  were 
framed  againft  the  Church  of  Rome,  yet  it  was  thought 
worth  while  to  attempt  to  gain  him  over  to  the  intereft 
of  that  'party  at  Court.  But  fo  ineffectually,  that 
upon  the  preaching  of  this  fermon  in  the  King's  own 
chapel  at  Whitehall,  (which  feems  wholly  intended 
againft  both  the  Popifh  and  Fanatic  factions,  then 

*  The  Sermon  will  be  found  in  Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  99, 
"  A  Sermon  preached  upon  Paffion  Sunday."  And  in  the  Profe  Works 
of  Ken,  by  Round,  p.  174.. 
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united  at  Court)  and  it  being  mifreprefented  to  the 
King,  who  had  not  been  prefent  at  Divine  Service, 
but  fending  for  the  Bimop,  and  clofeting  him  on  the 
occafion,  received  nothing  in  anfwer  but  this  fatherly 
reprimand,  f  that  if  His  Majefty  had  not  neglected  his 
own  duty  of  being  prefent,  his  enemies  had  miffed  this 
opportunity  of  accufing  him.''  Whereupon  he  was 
difmhTed."* 

It  was  a  very  unufual  circumftance  for  a  man  to  be 
brought  into  relation  with  three  Princes,  and  to  have 
the  Chriftian  boldnefs  to  rebuke  them  all,  when  filence 
would  have  betrayed  his  duty.  Such  had  been  Ken's 
pofition  towards  William  of  Orange,  and  Charles  II., 
and  now  once  more  he  felt  himfelf  irrefiftibly  compelled 
to  ufe  the  fame  freedom.  And  yet  he  was  a  con- 
fpicuous  example  of  gentlenefs  and  humility, — and  of 
unalterable  loyalty,  even  to  the  point  of  Paflive 
Obedience.  But  the  motive  which  impelled  him  to 
fo  difficult  a  duty,  is  explained  in  his  own  forcible 
words :  "  Such  mortifying  fubjetts  as  thefe.  Courts, 
above  all  others,  are  not  willing  to  hear  of.  But  true 
Prophets ,  in  the  delivery  of  their  mejfages,  fear  none 
but  God,  and  dare  fay  any  thing  that  God  commands 
them."\ 


*   Hawkins's  Life  of  Ken,  p.  17. 

f  Profe  Works  of  Ken,  by  Round,  p.  176. 
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CHAPTER    XVI. 

The  King's  Declaration  of  Indulgence  —  Order  of  Council  to  have 
it  read  in  all  Churches  —  Petition  of  Archbijhop  Bancroft^ 
Ken^  and  Jive  other  Bijhops  agalnft  the  Order.  They  are 
Cent  to  the  Tower. 


Bimop    could    hardly  expect    to 

r  r  r    .  r  r 

elcape  lome  lenous  confequences  for 
perfonally  preaching  fuch  a  fermon, 
after  the  punimment  inflicted  on  the 
Bifhop  of  London  for  a  lefs  offence. 
The  King,  however,  had  already  refolved  on  fome 
more  general,  and  ftringent  meafure  to  teft  the  obe- 
dience of  the  Clergy.  For  on  the  2yth  of  the  fame 
month  he  made  a  frefh  "  DECLARATION  FOR  LIBERTY 
OF  CONSCIENCE."  This  State  paper  is  drawn  with 
confiderable  {kill.  It  fets  out  with  an  intimation 
that  the  King  was  refolved  to  be  obeyed  ;  <f  Our 
conduct  has  been  fuch  at  all  times  as  ought  to 
have  perfuaded  the  world  that  we  are  firm  and 
conftant  in  our  refolutions  :  yet,  that  eafy  people 
may  not  be  abus'd  by  the  malice  of  crafty  wicked 
men,  we  think  fit  to  declare  that  our  intentions 
are  not  changed  fince  the  4th  of  April,  1687,  when 
we  iffued  out  our  Declaration  for  liberty  of  confcience." 
It  ftates  that  it  had  been  his  principal  care  to  fecure 
the  benefits  of  Indulgence  to  all  his  fubjects,  who  had 
teftified  by  multitudes  of  addrefTes  their  fatisfaction 
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and  duty  :  that  liberty  of  conference  would  be  a  public 
benefit  to  future  ages,  and  for  the  general  good  of  the 
whole  kingdom  :  that  offices  and  employments  of  the 
ftate  ought  to  be  the  reward  of  fervices,  fidelity  and 
merit,  not  fubject  to  Oaths  and  Tefts,  as  muft  be  ap- 
parent to  all  who  felt  concerned  in  the  encreafe  of  the 
wealth  and  power  of  thefe  kingdoms,  which  above  all 
others  are  moil  capable  of  improvements,  and  of  com- 
manding the  trade  of  the  world  :  that  the  late  changes 
both  of  civil  and  military  officers  were  for  the  purpofe 
of  eftablifhing  the  peace  and  greatnefs  of  the  country, 
as  all  unbiafled  men  might  fee  by  the  condition  of  the 
fleet  and  armies,  which  mould  be  conftantly  the  fame, 
and  greater,  if  the  fafety  and  honour  of  the  nation  re- 
quired it :  that  he  had  been  during  the  three  years  of 
his  reign  the  Father  of  his  people,  not  their  opprefTor  : 
and  it  concludes  by  urging  all  to  lay  afide  private  ani- 
mofities  and  jealoufies,  and  to  choofe  fuch  members  of 
Parliament  as  would  do  their  parts  for  the  advantage 
of  the  monarchy,  promifing  to  call  them  together  in 
November  next  at  fartheft. 

To  give  the  fulleft  publicity  to  this  Proclamation, 
and  to  mow  that  he  was  refolved  to  carry  out  the 
meafure,  an  order  of  Council  was  made  on  the  4th  of  May  4. 
May,  directing  the  Bimops  to  have  it  fent  to  their 
refpective  Diocefes,  and  read  at  the  ufual  time  of 
Divine  Service,  on  the  2Oth  and  2yth  of  the  month, 
in  all  churches  and  chapels  in  London  and  Weftminfter, 
and  ten  miles  thereabout;  and  on  the  jrd  and  loth 
of  June  in  all  other  churches  and  chapels  throughout 
the  kingdom.  This  order  appears  to  have  excited 
more  furprife  and  oppofition  than  the  Declaration  itfelf. 
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Yet  it  was  no  unufual  exercife  of  prerogative  ;  for 
the  authority  of  the  Crown  to  have  its  Proclamations 
read  from  the  pulpit  appears  to  have  been,  and  ftill  is, 
recognized.  It  had  been  obeyed  feveral  times  by  San- 
croft  himfelf  in  the  late  reign  ;*  and  appears  to  be  pro- 
vided for  in  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  prefixed  to  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer.  But  in  this  cafe  acquief- 
cence  would  have  given  the  fanction  of  the  Clergy  to 
an  illegality,  which  the  Indulgence  clearly  was.  The 
Bifhops  at  once  perceived,  that  it  was  not  only  levelled 
againft  the  Church,  but  was  intended  to  mortify  them, 
and  degrade  them  in  the  public  efteem :  their  con- 
currence would  make  them  parties  to  an  act  that  would 
be  conftrued  into  a  fanction  of  the  Indulgence,  and 
muft  have  prepared  the  way  to  further  encroachments. 
But  more  than  this,  and  apart  from  all  political  con- 
fiderations  of  prudence,  and  legal  fecurity,  they  thought 
that  to  publifti  during  divine  fervice,  what  they  con- 
fcientioufly  believed  to  be  a  toleration  of  error,  would 
be  contrary  to  the  interefts  of  religion ;  to  proclaim 
the  lawfulnefs  of  fchifm  would  in  their  judgment 
violate  the  principle  of  unity:  to  juftify  by  an  epifcopal 
act  the  fetting  up  of  Papal  and  Prefbyterian  wormip 
againft  the  altar  of  the  true  Church,  would  com- 
promife  their  clear  duty.'}"  Archbifhop  Bancroft, 


*  Kennet,  vol.  iii.  pp.  388,  408,  and  Echard.  D'Oyly's  Life  of 
Bancroft,  edit.  1840,  p.  152.  When  Charles  II.  publifhed  his  Declara- 
tion (1681)  on  diflblving  the  Oxford  Parliament,  Sancroft  in  the 
Council  moved  that  an  Order  mould  be  added  to  it,  requiring  the 
Clergy  to  publim  it  in  all  the  Churches,  which  was  thought  to  be 
a  dangerous  precedent.  Burnet's  Reign  of  James  II.,  by  Routh, 

P-^SS- 

f   Hitherto  the  Clergy  had  been  diftinguimed  for  their  loyalty,  hold- 
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whofe  courage  and  zeal  were,  on  this  occafion,  equal 
to  the  emergency  which  threatened  the  Church,  was 
at  once  difpofed  to  make  a  ftand. 

We  have  a  fhort,  clear,  and  refolute  paper  of 
"  Reafons  for  not  fubUJJiing  the  Declaration"  which 
he  probably  drew  up  as  an  ultimatum  for  his  own 
conduct,  and  for  the  guidance  of  others.  From  this 
he  never  fwerved. 

"  i.  I  am  not  averfe  to  the  reading  the  King's  Declara- 
tion for  Liberty  of  Confcience,  for  want  of  due  tendernefs 
towards  DiiTenters  ;  in  relation  to  whom  I  mail  be  willing 
to  come  to  fuch  a  temper  as  mail  be  thought  fitt,  when  that 
matter  comes  to  be  confidered  and  fettled  in  Parliament  and 
Convocation. 

"  2.  The  Declaration  being  founded  on  fuch  a  Difperifing 
Power,  as  may  at  pleafure  fet  afide  all  Laws  Ecclefiaftical 
and  Civil,  appears  to  me  illegal ;  and  did  fo  in  the  Parliament 
both  in  the  year  1662,  and  in  the  year  1672,  and  in  the 
beginning  of  his  Majefty's  Reign,  and  it  is  a  point  of  fuch 
confequence,  that  I  cannot  fo  far  make  myfelf  a  party  to  it, 
as  the  reading  of  it  in  the  Church  in  the  time  of  Divine 
Service  will  amount  to."* 


ing  the  doftrine  of  Non-refiftance  to  be  the  true  teaching  of  the  Church  : 
but  obedience  at  this  crifis  would  be  an  a6l  of  aggreffion  againft  her 
vital  interefts.  And  now  it  appeared  how  falutary  was  the  warning 
which  old  Bifhop  Morley,  on  his  death  bed,  fent  to  James,  when  he  was 
Duke  or  York.  He  defired  Lord  Dartmouth  to  tell  him,  that  "  if  ever 
he  depended  on  the  doftrine  of  Non-refiftance,  he  would  find  himfelf 
deceived ;  for  there  were  very  tew  of  that  opinion,  though  there  were 
not  many  of  the  Church  of  England  that  thought  proper  to  contradift 
it  in  terms  ;  but  he  was  very  Cure  they  would  in  practice."  Lord  Dart- 
mouth often  reminded  James  of  this,  but  to  very  little  purpofe  ;  for  all 
the  anfwer  was,  that  "  the  Bifhop  was  a  very  good  man,  but  grown  old 
and  timorous."  Burnet's  Hift.  of  his  Own  Time,  Oxford  Ed?  1833, 
vol.  ii.  p.  440. 

*  Tanner    MSS.,   vol.  xxviii.    fol.  65.     Among    the    Archbifhop's 
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He  held  many  confultations  with  the  Bifhops  who 
were  near  at  hand,  and  feveral  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed 
of  the  London  clergy,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  general 
feeling.  By  their  advice  a  circular  was  fent  to  the 
abfent  Prelates,  inviting  them  to  attend  at  Lambeth. 

Ken,  having  returned  to  Wells  after  his  duty  in 
London  had  been  performed,  received  the  following 
letter  from  the  Archbifhop  : 

"  My  Lord, 

"  This  is  only  in  my  own  name,  and  in  the  name  of 
fome  of  our  Brethren,  now  here  upon  the  place,  earneftly  to 
defire  you,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  to 
come  hither  with  what  convenient  fpeed  you  can,  not  taking 
notice  to  any  that  you  are  fent  for.  Wifhing  you  a  prof- 
perous  journey,  and  us  all  a  happy  meeting,  I  remain 

"  Your  very  loving  Brother, 

"  WILLIAM  CANTUAR."* 

He  came  at  once  to  London,  where  he  arrived 
on  the  evening  of  the  iyth  of  May,  with  his  friend 
Trelawney,  of  Briftol.  On  the  following  morning 
1 8.  (Friday)  there  was  a  meeting  at  Lambeth  Palace,  when 
Sancroft  found  himfelf  furrounded  by  feven  Bifhops, 
withTillotfon,  Stillingfleet,  Patrick,  Tenifon,  Sherlock, 
Matter  of  the  Temple,  and  Dr.  Grove,  Rector  of  St. 
Andrews,  f  They  began  by  invoking  the  Divine  aid 


papers  in  the  Bodleian  we  have  another  memorandum  of  "  The  cafe  of 
reading  the  Declaration  for  Liberty  ofConfcience,  briefly  ftated  in  four  pro- 
pojitions j "  the  conclufion  of  which  is,  "Therefore  the  Clergy  cannot 
lawfully  obey  the  Order  for  their  reading  the  Declaration."     Tanner 
MSS.,  vol.xxviii.  fol.  32. 

*  Tanner  MSS.,  vol.xxviii.  fol.  21. 

f  D'Oyly's  Life  of  Sancroft,  edit.  184.0,  p.  156.     See  alfo  note  to 
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to  guide  and  influence  their  deliberations.  Seldom, 
if  ever,  fince  the  Reformation  had  there  been  a  more 
critical  moment  for  the  Church  of  England :  moderate 
counfels,  combined  with  a  collected  energy  of  action, 
could  alone  avert  the  danger.  The  Bifhops  confidered 
that  they  were  entitled  to  offer  advice  to  the  Crown 
in  all  matters  purely  ecclefiaftical.*  In  the  prefent 
inftance  the  exercife  of  their  privilege  was  bound  upon 
them  by  the  duty  they  owed  to  their  flocks ;  for  the 
natural  defenders  of  the  honour  and  fafety  of  the 
Church,  were  now  commanded  to  ftrike  a  blow  againft 
her  deareft  interefts.  They  refolved,  therefore,  to 
make  a  humble  appeal  to  the  King  by  Petition,  couched 
in  the  moft  refpectful  terms  of  duty  and  attachment. 

The  Bifhops  agreed  unanimoufly  that  they  fhould 
take  on  themfelves  the  exclufive  refponfibility  of 
whatever  might  happen,  fo  that  others  might  not  be 
involved  in  an  act  which  would,  in  all  probability, 
expofe  them  to  the  King's  refentment.  The  Petition 
was  drawn  up  in  the  handwriting  of  the  Archbifhop,f 


p.  162  for  the  reafon  why  Lloyd,  Bifhop  of  Norwich,  did  not  receive  his 
lummons  :  it  arofe  from  the  neglecl:  of  the  poft-mafter.  Alfo  Tanner 
MSS.,  vol.  xxviii.  fol.  30.  31,  for  two  letters  from  Mews,  Bifhop  of 
Wincliefter.  In  the  firft,  he  fays,  "  though  I  were  to-morrow  to  begin 
a  courfe  of  phyfic,  yet  I  mail,  God  willing,  come  part  of  the  way." 
But  by  the  next  poft  he  writes,  that  he  was  afflicted  by  the  wounds  in 
his  head  (formerly  received  in  battle)  to  that  degree,  that  he  was 
"  forc'd  to  let  blood,  and  fo  am  made  at  prefent  uncapable  for  to  bear 
the  motion  of  a  coach.  But  is  very  uneafy  to  mee  that  I  am  difap- 
pointed  in  my  intention  of  wayting  on  you.  I  beg  your  pardon  and 
prayers." 

*  Gutch's  Colleftanea  Curiofa,  vol.  i.  p.  364. 

•J-  The  rough  draft  of  the  Petition  is  to  be  found  in  the  Tanner 
MSS.  in  Sancroft's  handwriting,  with  many  interlineations  and  correc- 
tions, mowing  the  fcrupulous  care  with  which  every  word  was  weighed, 
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to  fecure  the  utmoft  fecrecy,  and  was  figned  by  him- 
felf  and  all  the  Bifhops  prefent,  except  Compton,  who 
had  been  fufpended. 

"  To  THE  KING'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

"  The  Humble  Petition  of  William  Arcbbijhop  of  Canterbury, 
and  of  divers  of  the  Suffragan  Bijhops  of  that  Province^ 
now  prefent  with  him^  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  others  of 
their  abfent  Brethren^  and  of  the  Clergy  of  their  refpeflive 
DiocefeS) 

"  Humbly  Jhewetb : 

"  That  the  great  averfnefs  they  find  in  themfelves  to  the 
diftributing  and  publifhing  in  all  their  Churches  your  Majefty's 
late  Declaration  for  Liberty  of  Confcience,  proceedeth  neither 
from  any  want  of  Duty  and  Obedience  to  Your  Majefty,  our 
Holy  Mother,  the  Church  of  England,  being  both  in  her 
Principles  and  in  her  conftant  Practice  unqueftionably  Loyal, 
and  having  (to  her  great  Honour)  been  more  than  once 
publickly  acknowledged  to  be  fo  by  Your  Gracious  Majefty  : 
nor  yet  from  any  want  of  due  tendernefs  to  DifTenters,  in 
relation  to  whom  they  are  willing  to  come  to  fuch  a  Temper 
as  mail  be  thought  fit,  when  that  matter  mail  be  confidered 
and  fettled  in  Parliament  and  Convocation ;  but,  amongft 
many  other  Confiderations,  from  this  efpecially,  becaufe  that 
Declaration  is  founded  upon  fuch  a  Difpenfing  Power,  as 
hath  been  often  declared  illegal  in  Parliament,  and  particularly 
in  the  years  1662,  and  1672,  and  in  the  beginning  of  Your 
Majefty's  Reign  j  and  is  a  matter  of  fo  great  moment  and 
confequence  to  the  whole  Nation,  both  in  Church  and  State, 
that  Your  Petitioners  cannot  in  Prudence,  Honour,  or  Con- 
fcience, fo  far  make  themfelves  Parties  to  it,  as  the  Diftribu- 


and  the  expreffions  foftened  down.  Dr.  Cardwell  has  given  a  fac  fimile 
of  this  interefting  paper,  in  his  Documentary  Annals  of  the  Church  of 
England,  vol.  ii.  p.  367. 
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tion  of  it  all  over  the  Nation,  and  the  folemn  Publication  of 
it  once  and  again,  even  in  GOD'S  Houfe,  and  in  the  time 
of  His  Divine  Service,  muft  amount  to,  in  common  and 
reafonable  Conftru&ion. 

"  Your  Petitioners  therefore  moft  humbly  and  earneftly 
befeech  Your  Majefty,  that  You  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  not  to  infift  upon  their  Diftributing  and  Read- 
ing your  Majefty's  faid  Declaration  : 

"  And  your  Petitioners  (as  in  Duty  bound)  (hall 
ever  pray,  &c. 

"  W:  CANT.  [Sancroft]     THO:  BATH  AND  WELLS  [Ken] 
W.  ASAPH  [Lloyd]        THO:  PETRIBURGENS.  [White] 
FRAN.  ELY  [Turner]     JON.  BRISTOL  [Trelawney] 
Jo:  CICEST?   [Lake]." 

There  was  no  time  to  be  loft,  as  the  Declaration  was 
to  be  read  in  the  London  churches  the  next  day  but 
one ;  fo  they  refolved  immediately  to  prefent  the  paper 
in  perfon  to  the  King :  but  the  Archbifhop,  being 
forbidden  to  appear  at  Court,  was  not  to  accompany 
the  other  fix. 

It  was  a  moment  of  deep  and  folemn  intereft,  when 
thefe  courageous  men  pafTed  over  the  river  in  the 
Archbifhop's  barge  from  Lambeth  to  Whitehall. 
Only  the  meafured  found  of  the  oars  was  heard  :  all 
around  them  was  humed  into  filence  ;  for  it  was  now 
ten  o'clock  at  night.*  The  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
unconfcious  of  the  impending  ftruggle  for  their  deareft 
rights,  had  gone  to  reft.  As  the  Bifhops  landed  at 
Whitehall  ftairs,  no  one  was  to  be  feen  but  the  fentinels 


*   D'Oyly's   Life   of  Sancroft,  edit.  1840,  p.  160.     Clarke's  Life  of 
James  II.,  vol.  ii.  p.  156. 
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at  their  poft.  They  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Lord  Dart- 
mouth, and  deputed  Lloyd  of  St.  Afaph,  and  Lake  of 
Chichefter  to  fee  Lord  Sunderland,  and  to  tell  him  they 
were  come  in  the  name  of  the  Archbifhop,  themfelves, 
and  four  others  of  their  brethren,  and  had  a  Petition 
to  deliver  to  the  King.  Lord  Sunderland  went  im- 
mediately to  his  Majefty  and  acquainted  him  with  it, 
who  faid  they  might  come  when  they  would.  They 
were  introduced  firft  into  the  bed-chamber,  and  then 
into  the  room  where  the  King  was.  There  they  de- 
livered the  Petition,  all  on  their  knees. 

The  King  at  firft  received  them  gracioufly,  and 
opening  the  Petition,  faid,  "  This  is  my  Lord  of  Can- 
terbury's own  hand."  As  foon,  however,  as  he  had 
read  it  over,  he  folded  it  up,  and  faid,  "  This  is  a 
great  furprize  to  me :  here  are  ftrange  words.  I  did 
not  expect  this  from  you.  This  is  a  ftandard  of 
rebellion." — His  own  account  is,  that 

"The  King  was  much  ftartled  at  this  addrefs,  and  told 
them  that  tho'  he  had  heard  of  their  defign,  he  did  not  believe 
it ;  nor  did  he  expect  fuch  ufage  from  the  Church  of  England, 
efpecially  from  fome  of  the  Petitioners ;  that  he  had  the  cha- 
rity for  moft  of  them  to  think  they  were  not  fenfible  of  the 
harme  they  did  him,  and  themfelves,  but  that  they  had  been 
impofed  upon  by  ill  men,  who  defigned  his  and  their  ruin ; 
that  it  was  a  founding  of  Sheba's  trumpet,  and  that  the 
feditious  preachings  of  the  Puritans  in  the  year  '40  was  not  of 
fo  ill  confequence  as  this  ;  that  they  had  raifed  a  devil  they 
could  not  lay,  and  that  when  it  was  too  late  they  would  fee 
their  errour,  and  would  be  the  firft  that  would  repent  it."* 


*  "  Memoirs  writ  by  his  own  hand."     Clarke's  Life  of  James  II., 
vol.  i.  p.  155. 
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The  King  often  repeated,  cc  this  is  the  ftandard  of 
rebellion.  I  never  faw  fuch  an  addrefs."  This  word 
rebellion  carried  with  it  an  ominous  threat  to  thofe 
who  remembered  the  yet  recent  Weftern  Aflizes. 
Several  of  the  Bifhops,  in  anfwer  to  the  King's  paf- 
fionate  exclamation,  protefted  againft  fuch  a  charge : 
they  declared  that  they  were  ready  to  die  for  his 
Majefty.  Trelawney,  of  Briftol,  falling  down  on  his 
knees,  faid,  "  Rebellion  !  Sir,  I  befeech  your  Majefty, 
do  not  fay  fo  hard  a  thing  of  us.  For  God's  fake  do 
not  believe  we  are,  or  can  be,  guilty  of  a  rebellion. 
'Tis  impoflible  that  I,  or  any  of  my  family,  mould 
be  fo.  Your  Majefty  cannot  but  remember,  that 
you  fent  me  down  into  Cornwall  to  quell  Mon- 
mouth's  Rebellion ;  and  I  am  as  ready  to  do  what 
I  can  to  quell  another,  if  there  were  occafion." 
After  which  Ken  in  his  calm  manner  joined  in  the 
conference ; 

"  Bijhop  of  Bath.  Sir,  I  hope  you  will  give  that  liberty  [of 
confcience]  to  us,  which  you  allow  to  all  mankind. 

"  The  King,  infifting  upon  the  tendency  of  the  Petition  to 
Rebellion,  faid  he  would  have  his  Declaration  publifhed. 

u  Bijhop  of  Bath.  We  are  bound  to  fear  God,  and  honor 
the  King.  We  defire  to  do  both  :  we  will  honor  you ;  we 
muft  fear  God. 

"  The  King.  Is  this  what  I  have  deferved,  who  have  fup- 
ported  the  Church  of  England,  and  will  fupport  it  ?  I  will 
remember  you,  that  you  have  figned  this  paper.  I  will  keep 
this  paper ;  I  will  not  part  with  it.  I  did  not  expect  this 
from  you.  I  will  be  obeyed  in  publiming  my  Declaration. 

"  Bijhop  of  Bath.  God's  will  be  done. 

"  The  King.  What's  that  ? 
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"  Bijhop  of  Eat}}.  God's  will  be  done.— And  fo  faid  the 
Bifhop  of  Peterborough. 

"  The  King.  If  I  think  fit  to  alter  my  mind,  I  will  fend  to 
you.  God  hath  given  me  this  difpenfing  power,  and  I  will 
maintain  it.  I  tell  you  there  are  7000  men,  and  of  the 
Church  of  England  too,  that  have  not  bowed  the  knee  to 
Baal."* 

And  fo  they  were  difmiffed. 

The  few  fignificant  words  of  Ken  ought  to  have 
convinced  James  that  nothing  could  {hake  the  refolu- 
tion  of  men,  who  told  him  to  his  face  that  the  fear  of 
God  was  a  higher  duty  than  honour  to  kings.  But 
he  "  gave  a  worfe  interpretation  to  their  refiftance, 
than  that  it  was  meerly  fcruple  of  confcience :  he 
thought  that,  finding  the  people  difpofed  to  follow 
the  cry  they  heard  from  the  altar,  and  that  they  could 
whiftle  up  the  winds,  they  were  refolved  to  raife  a 
ftorm,  though  they  feemingly  pretended  to  lay  it."f 
This  motive  was  imputed  to  them  by  the  bigotry  of 
his  counfellors,  and  by  falfe  friends,  who  urged  him 
on  to  extremities  for  the  purpofe  of  alienating  from 
him  the  mind  of  the  nation ;  "  fycophants,"  as  he 
calls  them,  "who  covered  his  eyes  from  the  light." 
He  fays, 

"  According  to  human  prudence  his  Majefty  had  done 
better  in  not  forcing  fome  wheels,  when  he  found  the  whole 
machine  flop ;  but  his  too  great  attention  to  what  he  thought 
juft  and  reafonable  hinder'd  him  from  reflecting  on  what  (to 

*  D'Oyly's  Life  of  Sancroft,  edit.  1840,  p.i6i.  Gutch's  Colle&anea 
Curiofa,  vol.  i.  p.  340. 

f  His  own  Memoirs.     Clarke's  Life  of  James  II.,  vol.  ii.  p.  156. 
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be  fure)  had  been  more  fafe,  as  the  cafe  then  flood ;  but  it 
was  the  King's  misfortune  to  give  too  much  ear  to  the  pernicious 
advice  of  thofe  who  put  him  upon  luch  dangerous  counsels ,  with 
intent  (as  was  fufpefted)  to  widen  the  breach^  and  therefore 
encouraged  his  perfifting  in  thofe  ways,  which  he  might  have 
leen  would  not  go  down  with  the  multitude"* 

What  added  to  his  obftinacy  was  the  perfuafion,  that 
nothing  had  proved  more  injurious  to  his  brother,  and 
efpecially  to  his  father  Charles  I.,  than  their  yielding 
temper ;  and,  as  the  Petition  had  only  been  figned  by 
feven  of  the  Bifhops,  he  did  not  imagine  the  others 
would  refufe  compliance. 

Printed  copies  of  the  Petition  were  circulated 
through  the  town  the  fame  night ;  and  the  next 
morning  the  fact  that  th'e  Bimops  had  waited  upon 
the  King  was  univerfally  known.  As  ufual,  many 
verfions  of  the  ftory  being  given,  great  excitement 
prevailed  in  the  town.  There  was  a  univerfal  feeling 
of  fympathy  with  the  Prelates,  whofe  conduct  was 
highly  admired  and  applauded,  even  by  the  DifTenters. 
They  appeared  venerable  in  the  eyes  of  all  men  as 
brave  champions  of  the  Church.  On  the  following 
Sunday,  when  the  Declaration  was  read  in  a  very  few  May  20. 
of  the  Churches,  the  people  with  one  accord  rofe 
from  their  feats.  In  the  Abbey  nobody  could  hear  it 
for  the  great  murmur  which  arofe,  and  before  it  was 
finimed  there  was  no  one  left  in  the  choir  but  a  few 
prebendaries,  the  chorifters,  and  the  Weftminfter 
fcholars.  Within  a  few  days,  fix  more  of  the  Bimops 
exprefTed  to  the  Archbimop  in  writing  their  concur- 

*   His  own  Memoirs      Clarke's  Life  of  James  II.,  vol.  ii.  p.  156, 
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rence  in  the  Petition,*  of  which  copies  were  fent  to 
them  to  fign.  Thefe  were  "  Old  Church  of  England 
Royalifts,"  who  nobly  maintained  the  character  given 
of  them  by  South,  in  his  famous  univerfity  fermon 
three  years  before,  f 

The  King  now  feemed  in  doubt  what  fteps  to  take. 
His  counfellors  were  divided,  and,  unhappily  for 
himfelf,  he  yielded  to  the  advice  of  the  more  violent 
among  them.  On  the  ijth  the  Bifhops  received 
notice  to  appear  before  the  Council  on  the  8th  of 
June,  to  anfwer  for  a  mifdemeanour  in  publiming  a 
libel  on  the  King.  The  intermediate  time  was  bufily 
employed  in  confultations,  among  themfelves  and 
friends,  at  Lambeth,  as  to  the  courfe  they  ought  to 
purfue. 

If  few  of  the  Clergy  in  and  round  London  had 


*  "  Approbo.     May  23,  1688.     H.  London  [Compton] 

May  23.  William  Norwich  [Lloyd] 

May  21,  88.         Robert  Gloucefter  [Frampton] 
May  26.  Seth  Sarum  [Ward] 

P.  Winchefter  [Mews] 

May  29,  1688.     Tho.  Exon.  [Lampleugh]." 

Cardwell's  Documentary  Annals,  vol.ii.  366.  Beaw,  of  LlandafY,  and 
Smith,  of  Carlifle,  wrote  letters  of  approval.  Gulch's  Colledtanea 
Curiofa,  vol.  i.  pp.  331,  334.  Dr.  Thomas,  of  Worcefter,  is  faid  to  have 
figned  on  June  3.  Lingard's  Hift.  of  England,  Ed?  1849,  vol.  i.  p.  303, 
note. 

-f-  2  Cor.  viii.  12,  "  Good  intentions  no  excufe  for  bad  aftions.'1''  On  this 
period  of  our  hiftory,  the  venerable  nonagenarian,  Dr.  Routh,  acutely 
obferves,  that  "  the  Clergy  who  were  moft  obnoxious  for  their  com- 
pliance with  the  King's  meafures,  were  almoft  all,  not  of  the  old 
royalift,  but  at  one  period  of  their  lives  of  the  oppofite  party.  Such 
were  Parker,  Cartwright,  Crewe,  Sprat,  Hall,  and  even  Barlow.  Thefe 
temporizing  prelates,  true  to  their  own  intereft,  were  for  aftive  as  well 
as  paflive  obedience  to  the  powers  that  be."  Burnet's  Hift.  of  his  Own 
Time.  Routh's  znd  edit.,  p.i6i,note. 
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read  the  Declaration  in  Church,  it  was  not  likely  that 
many  would  do  fo  in  the  country,  now  that  the 
univerfal  fenfe  of  all  clafles  had  time  for  expreflion. 
But  the  Bifhops  and  others  in  London  left  nothing 
undone  to  keep  the  parochial  Clergy  ftedfaft  to  the  fame 
courfe.  Turner  of  Ely,  always  foremoft  and  zealous, 
fent  off  to  his  friend  Dr.  Gower,  Mafter  of  St.  John's 
College,  Cambridge,  a  large  parcel  of  printed  papers, 
being  Reafons  againft  reading  the  Declaration :  and  the 
next  day  he  writes  to  him  as  to  the  meafures  to  be 
taken  for  diftributing  them  in  the  north : 

"  To  the  very  Rev.  my  Hon.  Friend,  Dr.  Gower,  Mr.  of  May  26. 
St.  Jo.  Coll.  &c. 

"  Ely  Houfe,  May  26,  1688. 
"  Moft  Dear  Mafter, 

"  You  and  I  have  fatigued  it  together  pretty  fufficiently 
heretofore,  but  thefe  laft  three  weeks  have  bin  the  moft  toil- 
fome  part  of  my  life.  I  fay  this  to  excufe  my  not  writing  to 
you,  but  God  has  bleft  us  with  great  fuccefs,  tho'  ftill  we  lye 
under  great  difpleafure ;  I  muft  expe<St  the  effects  of  it  fuddenly. 
God  fit  us  for  whatever  he  mail  fend  :  we  (hall  never  repent 
of  May  1 8th  enterprife ;  all  our  fecurity  under  God  confifts 
in  the  multitude  of  the  Clergy,  equally  obnoxious  :  therefore 
we  fend  exprefles  into  all  parts  of  the  Kingdome,  with  letters 
of  advice  and  printed  papers  (of  which  I  fent  you  a  number 
yefterday  by  the  carrier).  The  papers  do  ftate  the  cafe  of 
confcience  againft  reading  the  Declaration.  We  need  a 
nimble  trufty  man,  to  carry  a  cloak  bag  of  thefe  to  Darby, 
where  he  firft  is  to  open  his  Pack ;  thence  on  he  muft  go  to 
Pomfret,  to  Fran.  Drake,  with  another  parcell ;  to  York 
with  another  to  Dr.  Comber ;  to  Newcaftle  with  another  to 
Mr.  Tully  j  laftly  to  the  Bp.  of  Carlifle.  We  can  think  of 
no  man  fo  proper  as  honeft  expeditious  John  Poole :  Pray 
fpare  him,  and  let  him  be  gone  this  night  (this  Saturday  night) 

E  E 
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if  it  be  poffible :  furnifh  him  with  money  which  Pie  repay 
you;  and  let  him  fit  himfelf  with  a  good  Horfe,  which  if  need 
be,  he  may  leave  at  Pomfret,  and  there  take  a  fecond  :  above 
all  let  him  know  nothing  of  the  fecret,  nor  who  employs  him, 
nor  name  you.  When  I  (hall  be  down  with  you,  or  whether 
ever  again,  is  very  doubtfull :  I  long  to  know  how  our  Dean 
will  comport  himfelf.  Will  he  have  it  read  in  our  Cathedral  ? 
I  hope  better.  Pray  write  a  few  lines  to  Mr.  Drake,  as 
John  Poole's  credentials,  that  he  may  not  be  thought  a  trepan. 
We  all  (Blefled  be  God)  are  in  health,  but  my  Mother  and 
daughter  have  both  been  ill,  and  dangeroufly.  Remember 
our  holy  Mother  the  Church  in  your  prayers. 

"  I  am,  Moft  Dear  Mafter,  your  moft  fincerely, 

"[FRAN.  ELY.]* 

"  I  fend  you  an  enclofed  true  copy  of  the  Petition,  but  keep 
it  to  yourfelf  that  I  fent  it." 

"  In  Purfuance  of  this  Letter,  John  Poole  was  fent  by  Dr. 
Gower:  from  hence  to  Pomfret,  &c.  and  fo  to  Carlifle,  as  he 
told  me  himfelf." 

The  "honeft  expeditious  John  Poole"  arrived  at 
York  at  the  very  moment  when  Dean  Comber,  and 
many  of  the  neighbouring  Clergy,  were  confulting 
together  about  reading  the  King's  Declaration ; 

"  By  a  fingular  providence,"  fays  he,  "  a  fpecial  meflenger 
arrived  at  this  moment  from  London,  who  brought  500 
printed  papers  directed  to  me,  which  contained  Reafons 
againft  reading  the  Declaration,  one  of  which  we  read,  and 
it  fatisfied  all  the  company :  fo  we  all  refufed  to  read  it,  and 
fent  out  the  papers  all  over  the  diocefe,  and  fo  ordered  it  that 
few  read  it  here."f  "Dr.  Hickes  writes,  that  in  the  Diocefes 

*  Harl.  MSS.,  7033,  p.  362. 

f  Memoirs  of  Dean  Comber,  8vo,  1799,  P-^^3. 
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of  Oxford,  Lichfield,  and  Hereford,  where  the  Declarations 
were  diftributed,  I  cannot  hear  of  above  four  or  five  minifters 
in  each  Diocefe  that  read  them.  Not  one  was  read  in  Oxford 
town  or  Univerfity,  but  one  in  Hereford  town,  and  all  the 
people  went  out  of  the  Church."  * 

Lord  Clarendon,  in  his  Diary,  fays, 

"  On  the  evening  of  the  5th  of' June  the  Bifhops  of  Ely  June  5. 
and  Bath  and  Wells,  were  with  me  :  I  advifed  them  to  confult 
with  the  beft  lawyers  how  to  behave  themfelves  at  the  Council 
board  ;  that  the  time  drew  near ;  and  that  they  fhould  not 
come  unprepared  to  anfwer  any  queftions  that  might  be  afked 
them  upon  their  Petition."  "  The  next  day,  in  the  evening,  June  6. 
the  Bifhops  of  Ely,  Bath  and  Wells,  Peterborough,  and  St. 
Afaph,  were  with  me,  and  defired  to  borrow  fome  Parlia- 
mentary Journals,  which  they  thought  might  be  ufeful  to 
them,  and  which  I  lent  them."  Again  :  "  On  the  feventh,  june  7. 
in  the  evening,  the  Bifhops  were  with  me,  and  told  me  they 
had  taken  advice  with  the  beft  counfel,  and  hoped  they  fhould 
have  good  fuccefs  to-morrow.  I  afked  them  if  they  had  well 
confidered  what  to  do  or  fay,  in  cafe  they  fhould  be  required 
to  find  bail  for  their  further  appearance  (for  fuch  a  thing  was 
whifpered),  and  found  they  had  not,  whereupon  I  earneftly 
prefTed  them  to  go  this  very  evening,  and  advife  with  Sir 
Robert  Sawyer,  who  could  beft  inftru£t  them  what  power 
the  Council  board  now  had  ;  and  fo  they  left  me,  refolving  to 
go  prefently  to  him."  \ 

*  Memoirs  of  Dean  Comber,  8vo,  1799,  p.  263.  This  exprefs  coft 
1 1/.  I2J.,  as  appears  by  an  "Account  of  the  Expences  fuftained  by  the 
Seven  Bifhops  on  their  Profecution,  Trial,  &c."  See  Gutch's  Collefta- 
nea  Curiofa,  vol.  ii.  p.  377.  In  the  fame  account  are  entries  for  feveral 
exprefies  fent  by  Ken  to  Oxford  and  Exeter,  and  from  Wells  to  Exeter. 

-f-  Clarendon's  Diary,  vol.  ii.  p.  175.  Turner  of  Ely  writes  to  the 
Archbifhop  to  tell  him,  that  himfelf  and  "two  of  our  number"  had 
held  a  long  conference,  till  paft  eleven  at  night,  with  their  ableft  and 
kindeft  advifers,  who  were  unanimous  in  opinion  that  they  mould  by  no 

E  E  2 


420  Life  <?/*  Thomas  Ken,         [1688 

June  8.  "  On  Friday,  June  8th,  at  5  in  the  afternoon,  the  King 
came  to  the  Privy  Council.  About  half  an  hour  after,  the 
Archbifliop  and  the  fix  Bifliops,  who  were  in  attendance  in 
the  next  room,  were  called  into  the  Council  Chamber,  and 
gracioufly  received  by  his  Majefty.  On  being  afked  if  the 
Petition  was  written  and  figned  by  his  Grace,  the  Archbifliop 
anfwered :  c  Sir,  I  am  called  hither  as  a  criminal,  which  I 
never  was  before  in  my  life  ;  and  little  thought  I  ever  fhould 
be,  efpecially  before  your  Majefty  :  but  fince  it  is  my  unhap- 
pinefs  to  be  fo  at  this  time,  I  hope  your  Majefty  will  not  be 
offended  that  I  am  cautious  of  anfwering  queftions.  No  man 
is  obliged  to  anfwer  queftions  that  may  tend  to  the  accufing 
of  himfelf.'*  Thereupon  they  were  ordered  to  withdraw  ; 
and  being  called  in  a  fecond  time,  they  made  the  fame 
anfwer  to  the  fame  queftion  :  but  at  the  third  coming  in,  the 
Chancellor  prefling  them  to  own  or  difown  the  paper,  the 
Archbifliop  confefled  that  it  was  written  with  his  own  hand  ; 
and  the  reft  acknowledged  that  they  had  figned  it,  adding 
withal  that  they  had  done  nothing  but  what  they  were  ready 
to  juftify.  f  They  were  then  afked  if  any  others  were  pre- 
fent  at  the  framing  of  it.  To  which  they  anfwered  :  c  It  is 
our  great  infelicity  that  we  are  here  as  criminals ;  and  your 
Majefty  is  fo  juft  and  generous,  that  you  will  not  require  us 
to  accufe  either  ourfelves  or  others.' J  The  Lord  Chancellor 
fell  into  anger  and  reproaches,  and  pretended  to  endeavour  to 
make  them  fenfible  of  the  ill  confequences  of  their  difobe- 
dience,  which  tended  to  diminifti  the  King's  authority,  and 
to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  kingdom :  and  then  at  laft  afked 


means  anfwer  particular  queftions ;  but  keep  to  the  general — what  are 
the  matters  of  mifdemeanour  againft  them  ?  and  defire  a  copy  of  their 
charge.  Sir  Robert  Sawyer,  "  from  whom  we  received  more  inftruftion 
than  from  all  the  reft,"  recommended  them  not  to  enter  into  recog- 
nizances. Tanner  MSS.,  vol.  xxviii.  fol.  60. 

*  D'Oyly's  Life  of  Sancroft,  p. 167. 

f  Kennet,  vol.  iii.  p.  511. 

|  D'Oyly's  Life  of  Sancroft,  p.i68. 
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them  whether  they  would  give  their  recognizances  to  appear 
before  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  to  anfwer  their  high  mif- 
demeanour  ?  This  they  all  refufed  to  do,  infifting  on  the 
privilege  of  their  Peerage,  which  they  were  refolved  to  main- 
tain, as  well  as  the  rights  of  the  Church  ;  being  equally 
bound  by  their  callings  to  oppofe  all  innovations,  both  in 
government  and  religion.  This  bold  anfwer  put  the  whole 
Council  into  fome  amazement ;  and  the  Chancellor  Jeffreys 
threatened  to  fend  them  to  the  Tower,  unlefs  they  did  imme- 
diately recant  and  withdraw  their  Petition.  They  unani- 
moufly  anfwered,  that  they  were  ready  to  go  whitherfoever 
his  Majefty  would  pleafe  to  fend  them  ;  they  hoped  the  King 
of  kings  would  be  their  protector  and  their  judge  :  they 
feared  nothing  from  men  ;  for,  having  adled  according  to  law 
and  their  own  confciences  no  punifhment  fhould  be  ever  able 
to  {hake  their  refolutions."  * 

They  were  urged  again  and  again,  then  ordered  to 
retire,  and  once  more  brought  in  before  the  Council. 
They  promifed  to  appear  at  any  time  to  anfwer  to  the 
charge,  but  refufed  to  give  bail,  infifting  that  there 
was  no  precedent  for  it,  that  any  member  of  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  mould  be  bound  in  recognizance  for 
a  mifdemeanour.  J"  The  laft  time  they  went  in  "  they 
found  the  King  vanim'd,  and  Jeffreys  in  the  chair, 
who  ufed  them  very  roughly.  "£  They  were  ordered 
once  more  to  withdraw.  At  laft,  being  all  refolved,  a 
Sergeant-at-Arms  came  out  to  them  from  the  Council 
with  a  warrant  figned  with  14  hands,  to  carry  the 
Prelates  to  the  Tower,  and  another  warrant  figned  by 
1 9,  and  feals  annexed,  addrelTed  to  the  Lieutenant  of 

*  Kennet,  vol.  iii.  p.  512. 
f   D'Oyly's  Life  of  Sancroft,  p.  170. 

J  Rapin,  vol.  ii.  p.  763,  On  the  authority  of  the  Bifhop  of  Durham. 
E   E 
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the  Tower  to  keep  them  in  fafe  cuftody.  At  the 
fame  time  an  Order  in  Council  was  made,  directing 
the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-Generals  to  profecute 
them.* 

Whilft  this  fcene  was  acting  within,  the  greateft 
excitement  prevailed  among  the  crowds  of  people 
who  waited  without  the  Palace,  regarding  the  Bifhops 
as  the  great  affertors  of  liberty,  and  martyrs  for  their 
religion.  The  King  mowed  his  anxiety  to  avoid  the 
extreme  meafure  of  fending  them  to  the  Tower  by 
recalling  them  fo  often  to  the  Council,  and  urging 
them  to  give  bail  for  their  appearance.  In  his 
Memoirs,  he  imputes  to  them  a  defire  to  force  him 
to  commit  them  to  the  Tower,  and  fays  he  would 
have  taken  their  word  for  their  appearance, — but  they 
refufed.f  This  is  not  the  fact,  for  the  Archbifhop 
exprefled  their  readinefs  to  appear,  without  recog- 
nizance, at  any  time  they  were  called  upon.^  Some 
three  years  afterwards,  in  a  letter  to  Lloyd  of  Nor- 
wich, complaining  of  a  pamphlet  of  that  day,  which 
charged  them  with  {landing  on  niceties,  Sancroft 
fays, 

"  We  profer'd  ye  Kg  our  words,  as  honeft  men,  and  Chrif- 
tians,  and  Churchmen,  to  appear  to  his  profecution,  when- 
ever he  fhould  affign  us  a  day ;  but  the  Council  infifted  upon 
it  that  we  ftiould  enter  a  recognizance  to  that  purpofe  j  To 
which,  when  we  anfwered  that  our  counfell  advis'd  us  (and 
indeed  divers  of  yc  Peers  had  alfo  privately  warn'd  us)  by  no 
means  to  doe  it,  for  that  would  be  to  betray  ye  privilege  of 


*   D'Oyly's  Life  of  Sancroft,  p.  172. 

f  Clarke's  Life  of  James  II.,  vol.  ii.  p.  159. 

J  D'Oyly's  Life  of  Sancroft,  p.  173. 
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ye  peerage,  and  thereupon  befought  the  King  y*  he  would 
take  our  words,  wh  he  could  not  think  we  would  falfify  to 
noe  purpofe  at  all, — we  were  commanded  to  withdraw,  and 
foon  after  a  meflenger  came  out  with  a  warrant  to  carry  us  to 
y°  Tower."* 

To  prevent  the  tumult  that  might  be  occasioned 
by  their  paflage  to  the  Tower  through  the  ftreets, 
they  were  ordered  to  be  fent  away  by  water,  f  When 
the  populace  discovered  this,  they  went  round  to  the 
river  fide,  and  teftified  by  their  acclamations  the  moft 
lively  intereft  in  their  fate,  and  even  on  their  knees 
begged  a  parting  blefling.  The  fame  concern  was 
exprefled,  as  the  barge  arrived  at  the  Tower  wharf. 
Here  again  a  great  crowd  was  aflembled  to  receive 
them :  they  were  no  fooner  landed  than  moft  of  the 
officers  and  foldiers  fell  on  their  knees  to  beg  their 
bleffing.J 

Hume  gives  a  glowing  defcription  of  the  fcene : 

*  MSS.  Colleftion  of  Letters  in  the  poffeflion  of  Dr.  Williams, 
Warden  of  New  College,  Oxford,  to  whom  I  am  under  great  obligations 
for  the  unreferved  ufe  of  thefe  interefting  and  valuable  documents. 

Bifliop  Turner  "  is  faid  to  have  acknowledged,  that  their  going  to 
the  Tower,  when  they  might  eafily  have  prevented  the  fame  by  entering 
into  mutual  recognizances  for  each  other,  as  the  King  would  have  had 
them,  was  a  wrong  ftep  taken,  and  an  unneceffary  punftilio  of  honour 
in  Chriftian  Bifhops."  Life  of  Kettlewell,  8vo,  p.  431. 

•f-  Sir  John  Rerefby  records,  that  he  faw  them  at  Whitehall  on  their 
way,  and  that  they  all  looked  very  cheerfully  :  the  Bifhop  of  Chichefter, 
in  particular,  called  to  him,  and  afked  him  how  he  did.  Memoirs  of 
Sir  John  Rerefby,  edit.  1813,  p.  346. 

J  Kennet,  vol.  iii.  p.  512,  and  Evelyn's  Diary,  vol.  ii.  p.  275.  Any 
account  that  can  be  given  of  thefe  ftirring  events  muft  appear  fadly 
wanting  in  fpirit  and  graphic  force,  if  compared  with  the  powerful  and 
mafterly  defcriptions  of  Macaulay.  If  this  part  of  my  firft  edition  of 
Ken's  Life  had  not  been  in  print  before  I  had  feen  his  Hiftory,  I  mould 
probably  have  contented  myfelf  with  a  general  reference  to  his  pages. 
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"  The  people  were  already  aware  of  the  danger  to  which 
the  prelates  were  expofed  ;  and  were  raifed  to  the  higheft 
pitch  of  anxiety  and  attention  with  regard  to  the  iffue  of  this 
extraordinary  affair.  But  when  they  beheld  thefe  fathers  of 
the  Church  brought  from  Court  under  the  cuftody  of  a 
guard,  when  they  faw  them  embarked  in  vefTels,  on  the  river, 
and  conveyed  towards  the  Tower,  all  their  affection  for 
liberty,  all  their  zeal  for  religion,  blazed  up  at  once ;  and 
they  flew  to  behold  this  affecting  fpectacle.  The  whole 
fhore  was  covered  with  crowds  of  proftrafe  fpectators,  who 
at  once  implored  the  blefling  of  thofe  Holy  paftors,  and  ad- 
drefTed  their  petitions  towards  Heaven  for  protection  during 
this  extreme  danger,  to  which  their  country  and  their  religion 
flood  expofed.  Even  the  foldiers,  feized  with  the  contagion 
of  the  fame  fpirit,  flung  themfelves  on  their  knees  before  the 
diftrefTed  prelates,  and  craved  the  benediction  of  thofe  crimi- 
nals whom  they  were  appointed  to  guard.  Some  perfons  ran 
into  the  water,  that  they  might  participate  more  nearly  in 
thofe  bleflings,  which  the  prelates  were  diftributing  on  all 
around  them.  The  Bifhops  themfelves,  during  this  triumph- 
ant fuffering,  augmented  the  general  favour  by  the  moft  lowly 
fubmiflive  deportment ;  and  they  ftill  exhorted  the  people  to 
fear  God,  honour  the  King,  and  maintain  their  loyalty ; 
expreflions  more  animating  than  the  moft  inflammatory 
fpeeches.  And  no  fooner  had  they  entered  the  precincts  of 
the  Tower  than  they  hurried  to  chapel,  in  order  to  return 
thanks  for  thofe  afflictions,  which  Heaven,  in  defence  of  its 
holy  caufe,  had  thought  them  worthy  to  endure." 

The  fecond  lefTon,  appointed  by  the  Calendar  for 
that  evening's  fervice,  was  fo  applicable  to  their  cir- 
cumftances  that  it  was  looked  upon  by  the  people  as 
providential,  to  fuftain  their  courage  ;  being  2  Cor.  vi. 
<c  We  then  as  workers  together  with  Htm,  bejeech 
you,  &c.  that  in  all  things  ye  approve  your/elves  as 
the  Minifters  of  God  in  much  patience,  in  afflictions, 
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in  necejffitieS)  in  diftrefles,  in  ftripes,  in  imprifonments, 
in  tumult  S)  in  labour  sy  in  watchings,  infaftings"  &c.  &c. 
Thefe  words,  no  doubt,  imparted  to  the  prifoners  a 
higher  aflurance  of  fupport  than  any  fympathy  of  the 
people.  They  had  their  confolation  from  the  fame 
fource  as  St.  Paul  and  Silas,  when  they  were  thruft 
into  the  inner  prifon.  On  the  next  day  but  one,  June  10. 
being  Trinity  Sunday,  they  all  received  the  Holy 
Communion  in  the  Tower  Chapel. 

The  fame  State  prifon  had  formerly  witnefled  the 
fufferings  of  Lady  Jane  Grey,  the  accomplimed 
Raleigh,  and  other  victims  of  defpotic  power,  whofe 
names  were  ftill  engraven  on  the  walls.  There,  too, 
Archbifhop  Laud,  and  the  ten  Bimops,  had  been  im- 
prifoned,  nearly  half  a  century  before,  by  order  of  the 
Long  Parliament.  In  1641  the  Bimop  of  Bath  and 
Wells  was  the  victim  of  a  Puritan  democracy,  which 
denounced  him  as  cc  a  Papal  mifleader,  and  altarian 
innovator : "  and  now  his  fucceflbr  in  the  See  was  fent 
through  the  fame  Cf  Traitor's  Gate,"*  charged  as  a 
promoter  of  fedition.  One  was  imprifoned  for  figning 
a  Petition  to  an  intolerant  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
other  for  a  Petition  to  an  unjuft  tyrannical  King  : 
each  in  his  day  a  fufFerer  for  the  fame  Church. 

The  Bimops  were  not  configned  to  folitude  or 
neglect :  the  freedom  of  the  Tower  was  granted  to 
them  within  the  walls,  and  their  friends  had  leave  to 
fee  them.  Evelyn  records  his  vifit  to  the  Archbifhop 
and  Ken.f  Lord  Clarendon  alfo  went  to  call  upon 

*  "  On  through  that  Gate  mifnam'd,  thro'  which,  before 

Went  Sidney,  Raleigh,  Ruflell,  Cranmer,  More."         ROGERS. 
f  Diary,  vol.  ii.  p.  275. 
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them,  and  found  cc  multitudes  of  people  going  in  and 
coming  out." 

"  Perfons  of  all  ranks,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft, 
flocked  thither  in  crouds,  to  proffer  their  fervices,  and  con- 
dole with  them  in  their  fufferings ;  to  exprefs  their  gratitude 
and  admiration,  and  to  exhort  them  to  firm  perfeverance  in 
the  courfe  they  had  fo  nobly  begun.  Among  the  reft,  ten 
non-conforming  minifters  went  to  pay  them  a  vifit,  which 
the  King  took  fo  heinoufly  that  he  fent  for  four  of  them  to 
reprimand  them ;  but  their  anfwer  was,  that  they  could  not 
but  adhere  to  the  prifoners,  as  men  conftant  and  firm  to  the 
Proteftant  Faith.  The  very  foldiers  that  kept  guard  would 
frequently  drink  good  health  to  the  Bifhops.  The  conftable 
fent  orders  to  the  captain  of  the  guard  to  fee  that  it  was  done 
no  more :  but  the  anfwer  he  received  was,  that  they  were 
doing  it  at  the  very  inftant,  and  would  drink  that,  and  no 
other  health,  whilft  the  Bifhops  were  there."  * 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Nalfon,  written  at  the  time,  is 
very  expreflive  of  the  general  concern  that  was  felt 
for  them : 

"Our  fpiritual  Fathers,"  he  fays,  "are  under  confinement: 
a  trial  of  patience  fo  great,  that  it  were  cruelty  to  expecl:  we 
fhould  not  bemoan  ourfelves ;  but  if  it  be  a  crime  to  lament, 
innumerable  are  the  tranfgreflors ;  for  ever  fince  the  Black 
Friday  fentence,  the  nobles  of  both  fexes  keep  their  conftant 
court  at  the  Tower,  where  every  day  vaft  multitudes  of  all 
conditions  run  perpetually,  all  in  tears,  to  beg  the  holy  men's 
bleffings :  the  fouldiers  wait  as  mourners,  and  become  fo 
devout,  that  though  the  fcene  be  truly  fad,  the  end  I  hope 
will  be  the  faving  of  many,  and  a  glorious  confirmation  of  the 
truth,  and  the  facrednefs  of  our  religion,  which  feems  to  be 
now  brought  on  a  public  ftage,  that  all  the  world  may  fee 

*  Rerefby's  Memoirs. 
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more  clearly  her  conformity  to  what  the  firft  Confeflbrs 
embraced,  and  recommended  fo  very  tenderly  to  mankind's 
care  and  affection.  Thanks  be  to  God,  who  gives  us  Paftors 
that  will  not  (nor  by  a  criminal  filence  give  others  encourage- 
ment to)  lead  us  affray.  I  need  not  tell  you  how  much  this 
integrity  of  the  Bifhops  has  ferved  to  convince  their  cenfurers 
of  ram  and  uncharitable  conceits,  nor  how  fenfible  people 
grow  of  the  fatal  confequences  of  weakening  the  eftablifhed 
Church  by  a  humourfome  dread  of  her  feverity.  I  am  willing 
to  hope  that  the  ftorme  that's  grown  fo  loud,  and  feems  ftill 
to  denounce  terrible  things,  will  end  in  a  glorious  calme  ;  it 
will  do  fo  to  all  that  are  wife  and  true  of  heart.  To-morrow 
it's  thought  our  illuftrious  ConfefTors  will  be  fent  for  to 
Weftminfter;  they  will  not  be  folitaryes  there."* 

Two  days  after  the  imprifonment  of  the  Bifhops, 
an  event  took  place  that  filled  the  Palace  with  joy, 
but  ftruck  difmay  into  the  hearts  of  the  people; — 
the  birth  of  a  Prince  of  Wales.  This  caufed  the 
King's  party  to  triumph  in  the  profpect  of  a  Romifh 
fucceflion, — on  the  other  hand,  it  knit  in  clofer  bonds 
the  whole  energies  of  the  country  to  reject  the  per- 
petuating a  Popifh  rule.  The  authenticity  of  the 
birth  was  difbelieved  :  it  was  treated  as  an  impofture 
— another  Popifh  plot. — The  moft  abfurd  ftories 
were  propagated  to  prove  the  child  fuppofititious. 
The  King  was  exafperated  at  fo  vile  an  accufation, 
reflecting  difhonour  on  himfelf  and  the  Queen.  He 
calls  it  "  a  deteflable  calumny,  of  their  having  put  a 
fuppofed  Prince  on  the  nation."  Thus  an  event  that 
generally  cements  the  allegiance  of  fubjects,  widened 
ftill  further  the  breach  between  himfelf  and  his  people, 

*  State  Trials,  vol.  xii.  p.  465. 
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and,  happening  at  fuch  a  moment,  increafed  the 
general  alarm  for  the  fafety  of  their  religion.  The 
Bifhops  were  more  than  ever  regarded  as  heroic 
champions  for  the  truth  of  the  Anglican  Faith.  "  The 
whole  Church,"  writes  d'Adda,  the  Pope's  Nuncio, 
"  efpoufes  the  caufe  of  the  Bifhops.  There  is  no 
reafonable  expectation  of  a  divifion  amongft  the 
Anglicans,  and  our  hopes  from  the  Nonconformifts 
are  vanifhed."*  James  in  his  Memoirs  fays,  "the 
birth  of  the  Prince,  as  it  was  an  argument  of  the 
greateft  joy  to  the  King  and  Qjueen,  and  to  all  thofe 
who  wifhed'them  well,  fo  it  gave  the  greateft  agony s 
imaginable  to  the  generality  of  the  kingdom."! 


*  Mackintofh's  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution,  p.  253. 
•J-  Clarke's  Life  of  James  II.,  vol.  ii.  p.  161. 
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